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UnityPoint Health

GRINNELL—After
a 2.5-year effort, Unity-
Point Health — Grinnell
Regional Medical Center
Foundation completed its
Delivering Our Future
capital campaign for the
expansion and renova-
tion of GRMC’s obstet-
rics unit.

Funding for the $4.1
million project came
from a variety of sources:
federal and state grants,
donations and pledges
from local businesses
and community mem-
bers and spendable
distributions from the
GRMC Endowment as
directed by the GRMC
Foundation board of di-
rectors.

This project is essen-
tial to the continuation
of the maternity services
provided in GRMC’s
hospital and clinics.
With a fourth labor,
delivery, recovery and
postpartum room, exist-
ing rooms right-sized
and a redesign of the unit
to increase efficiencies,
GRMC will be well-posi-
tioned to welcome up to
400 new babies annually
after the project is com-
pleted.

“The GRMC Founda-
tion is very grateful to
the 282 donors in our
region (which includes
more than 60 UnityPoint
Health — Grinnell team
members) who together
donated more than
$930,000 for this vital
project,” said Donna
Fischer, director of de-

velopment.
“Their commitment

to ensuring that GRMC
can deliver an increasing
number of babies close to
home is inspiring,” said
Fischer. “In particular,
I salute Echo and the
late Larry Jansen for
catching the vision be-
fore the campaign even
began and committed the
first $50,000 toward our
goal.

“I also extend heartfelt
thanks to the following
longtime supporters:
the estate of F. Addison
Jones, F. Austin and Kim
Jones and Grinnell State
Bank for their combined
commitment of $50,000
as well as Grinnell Col-
lege and Grinnell Mutual
for their donations of
$100,000 each. And a spe-
cial note of thanks to the
very generous anony-
mous donor who contrib-
uted more than $200,000
to the campaign.”

The Delivering Our
Future campaign began
in June 2023 with an ini-
tial goal of $2.5 million.
The decision to expand
and renovate the OB
project was born out of
the GRMC board of direc-
tors’ decision to continue
providing and growing
this vital service to our
region.

“I’m grateful to the
GRMC board of directors
for their vision and to
the community mem-
bers, local businesses
and area legislators who
have supported it,” said
David-Paul Cavazos, Uni-
tyPoint Health — Grin-

nell president.
“GRMC is proud to

be able to increase our
maternal health services
to the families in this
region thanks to the
support of people and
organizations in our
communities. They are
truly a part of creating
something very special
here at GRMC that will
benefit generations to
come.”

Pregnant women liv-
ing in rural Iowa face
unprecedented barriers
to maternity care. As of
November 2025, 62% of
rural Iowa hospitals no
longer have an OB unit,
leaving only 35 rural
hospitals still providing
OB care.

In addition, 33% of
counties in Iowa have
no OB providers and no
facilities offering deliv-
ery care, leaving women
driving an average of
30 minutes to a birthing
hospital.

GRMC is the only hos-
pital with a labor and de-
livery unit in Poweshiek,
Marshall, Iowa, Jasper
and Tama counties. In
2020, 155 babies were
born at GRMC, and that
number has steadily in-
creased each year since,
with 326 babies born at
GRMC in 2025 — a 31%
increase over the previ-
ous year and a 116.7%
increase from 2020.

Phase I of the obstet-
rics unit expansion and
renovation project is
nearly complete, provid-
ing a newly extended
entrance to the unit and

a new postpartum/re-
covery room and clean
supply room. The next
phase is anticipated to
begin in early 2026 and
subsequent phases will
begin as each preceding
phase reaches comple-

tion. GRMC anticipates
completing all construc-
tion in 2027.

Once all phases of the
project are completed,
the GRMC Foundation
will schedule a ribbon
cutting and donor rec-

ognition ceremony. Fol-
low the progress of the
construction online at
uph.link/DeliveringOur-
Future or follow Unity-
Point Health — Grinnell
on Facebook for project
updates.

UnityPoint raises $4.1 million to renovate obstetrics unit

By Cami Koons,
Iowa Capital Dispatch

DESMOINES -- The
Iowa Department of
Agriculture and Land
Stewardship asked law-
makers for a $1.3 million
increase to its total oper-
ating fund, with a bulk of
the requested funding to
cover operational costs
and expansions to the
Choose Iowa program.

Secretary of Agricul-
ture Mike Naig spoke to
a House appropriations
subcommittee Thursday
about the state’s local
food marketing program,
the department’s ongo-
ing work to combat for-
eign animal diseases and
water quality.

Naig has also proposed
a comprehensive bill
that would offer certain
agricultural tax reliefs,
further expand Choose
Iowa, create agritourism
definitions and enhance
biosecurity responses.
This “Iowa Farm Act”
as it is nicknamed, ad-
vanced from a subcom-
mittee Wednesday with
broad support from agri-
culture industry groups.

CHOOSE IOWA
The majority of the de-

partment’s 1.6% budget
increase request, slightly
over $1 million, will go
to operational costs and
$300,000 of the request is
slated to expand Choose
Iowa.

Naig said the opera-
tional costs cover a 2%
across-the-board salary
increase, a rise in health
insurance costs, workers
compensation and asso-
ciation fees.

“These are all things
that we don’t control,”
Naig said.

The $300,000 request
for the Choose Iowa pro-
gram would help develop
a retail and distribution
system within the pro-
gram, which Naig said
would help growers sell
larger quantities of their
products “on a more

predictive basis.” He
said part of this funding
would also pay for a staff
member who could facili-
tate retail and distribu-
tion infrastructure with
members.

Choose Iowa is a state-
run marketing program
for local food producers
to help promote Iowa-
raised products. Choose
Iowa also offers grants to
these producers to help
them expand their busi-
nesses.

Naig asked legislators
to maintain funding for
the rest of the program,
the majority of which
goes to grants for dairy
innovation, butchery
innovation, value added
products and the farm to
food bank program.

According to the 2025
Choose Iowa report,
every $1 in state-funded
grants had a $1.97 private
investment match. In to-
tal, 97 Choose Iowa mem-
bers benefitted from the
grant programs in 2025.

The report shows
Choose Iowa has more
than 300 members across
86 counties. Naig said
the program, which
started in 2023, saw 113%
growth in membership
in 2025.

“What we’re finding
is there’s a real opportu-
nity here for beginning,
small, young farmers,”
Naig said. “A lot of rural
impact here as well, it’s
growing an economy, it’s
creating more market
opportunities for folks,
and it’s giving Iowans
something they’re look-
ing for.”

House Study Bill 588,
Naig’s proposed farm
act for the state, would
additionally expand the
Choose Iowa program
and establish a Choose
Iowa school purchasing
program to help schools
purchase Iowa-grown
protein, dairy, grain, pro-
duce, honey and eggs.

The department has
conducted a pilot version
of the school program,

but it is not part the
department’s funding re-
quest for the fiscal year.
Specialty and small-sized
farm operators have ad-
vocated for permanent
funding for the program,
especially after a similar
federal program was can-
celed at the beginning of
2025.

The farm act would
also prioritize young and
beginning farmers for
Choose Iowa grants.

FOREIGN ANIMAL
DISEASE

Naig did not ask for an
increase related to the
department’s responses
to foreign animal dis-
eases, but he said it is a
constant threat.

Since 2022, IDALS has
responded to ongoing
outbreaks of the highly
pathogenic avian influ-
enza, which has affected
more than 187 million
domestic birds across the
country since the start of
the outbreak.

Naig said the depart-
ment responded to for-
eign animal disease pres-
sures, including the bird
flu, for 80% of the year in
2022, 70% of the year in
2023, 60% of the year in
2024 and for almost 90%
of 2025.

“This used to be some-
thing that you might deal

with from time to time,”
Naig said. “It is some-
thing that we’re deal-
ing with – if we’re not
actively in a response,
we are preparing for a
response.”

IDALS has already
responded to two out-
breaks of bird flu, both in
Kossuth County, in 2026.

The fiscal year 2026
appropriations bill for
the department, ap-
proved by lawmakers
during the 2025 legisla-
tive session, created an
Iowa Animal Disease
Prevention fund, largely
because of the threat of
the highly pathogenic
avian influenza.

Naig said IDALS
was able to hire an ad-
ditional assistant state
veterinarian, a foreign
animal disease response
manager and acquire the
equipment necessary to
respond to outbreaks.
Many HPAI outbreaks in
Iowa require the culling
and disposing of thou-
sands of birds at a time.

In addition to highly
pathogenic avian in-
fluenza, there are new
threats that Naig said
“aren’t theoretical” like
African swine fever, foot-
and-mouth disease and
the new world screw-
worm.

“Any one of those is-
sues, even if it arrives

in the United States
somewhere other than
Iowa, or even far away
from Iowa, has an impact
on us, because we’re so
connected to the country
when it comes to live-
stock production,” Naig
said. “…It’s a real threat,
and we have to constant-
ly be prepared for it.”

HSB 588, the Iowa
farm act, would autho-
rize the department to
lease facilities to store
the equipment used to re-
spond to these outbreaks
and give producers con-
fidentiality when they
report a foreign animal
disease.

The bill also calls for a
loan repayment program
for Iowa veterinarians
to help respond to what
Naig said is a growing
need for veterinarians in
rural areas and across
the state.

WATER QUALITY
According to IDALS’

annual report on soil
conservation and water
quality, the department
supported more than
$34.3 million in soil and
water cost-share pro-
grams in 2025.

Naig said these
programs continue to
expand under the depart-
ment as nutrient reduc-
tion strategies become
more understood by
Iowans.

The report notes that
to date, the state has
completed 147 wetland
projects, with 94 more
in development and has
completed nearly 500
saturated buffers and
bioreactors, with another
200 in development.

Naig said these proj-
ects leverage state, feder-
al and private resources.

Rep. Adam Zabner,
D-Iowa City, asked Naig
how the department
measures the outcomes
of water quality initia-
tives and more pointedly,
if he believes water qual-
ity is improving in Iowa.

Naig said progress is

shown in the number
of acres planted with
cover crops or covered
with wetlands, and in
the change in producer
attitude toward adopting
the programs. He also
pointed to stream and
lake monitoring from the
Iowa Department of Nat-
ural Resources, which
shows water quality data
information over time.

“It’s improving,” Naig
said the monitoring
shows.

Naig said the state
has “nearly achieved”
its phosphorus reduc-
tion goals under the
Iowa Nutrient Reduction
Strategy, but nitrate re-
duction goals have been
“tougher.”

Part of the difficulty,
he explained, is that
prior to the onset of the
Iowa Nutrient Reduc-
tion Strategy, nitrate
was not a priority in soil
and water conservation.
Things like water qual-
ity wetlands, bioreactors
and saturated buffers
are now a focus of the
department, but they
haven’t always been, ac-
cording to Naig.

“We have, honestly
in the past, and histori-
cally, said ‘We’ve got to
get rid of water as fast as
we can,’” Naig said. “And
now we’re saying, we re-
ally need to filter water,
we need to denitrify wa-
ter, and those are differ-
ent concepts.”

Naig said data points
around project imple-
mentation are “good
indicators” because each
point shows a new per-
son that adopted these
practices. Plus, accord-
ing to the department’s
report for 2025, the num-
ber of projects it is able
to help facilitate contin-
ues to increase.

“Clean water is non-
negotiable,” Naig said.
“It is an absolute essen-
tial …We need an ap-
proach that modernizes
that whole system, from
the farm to the faucet.”

Iowa Department of Agriculture asks for budget
increase to expand the Choose Iowa program

Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Mike Naig presents to a House ap-
propriations subcommittee Jan. 29. (Cami Koons/Iowa Capital
Dispatch)

DDOOEESS YYOOUURR basement or cr-
awl space need some attent-
ion? Call Thrasher Foundation
Repair! A permanent solution
for waterproofing, failing fou-
ndations, sinking concrete and
nasty crawl spaces. FREE In-
spection & Same Day Estim-
ate. $250 off ANY project with
code GET250. Call 1-866-554-
1730

JJAACCUUZZZZI BBAATTHH Remodel can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waiving
ALL installation costs! (Addit-
ional terms apply. Subject to
change and vary by dealer.
Offer ends 12/27/26.) Call 1-
866-456-3917

PPRREEPPAARREE FFOORR power outa-
ges today with a Generac Ho-
me Standby Generator. Act n-
ow to receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-855-954-5087 to-
day to schedule a free quote.
It's not just a generator. It's a
power move.

SSAAFFEE SSTTEEPP.. North Americ-
a's #1 Walk-In Tub. Compreh-
ensive lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation and se-
rvice. Now featuring our FR-
EE shower package and
$1600 Off for a limited time!
Call today! Financing availab-
le. Call Safe Step 1-844-376-
4154

SSPPEEAARRFFISSHH,, SSDD.. Responsible
for CAD activities, engineer-
ing support (office/field), ad-
ministering the city’s floodpl-
ain ordinance. Starting range.
PE $96,512.00, FE
$87,422.40
www.cityofspearfish.com

YYMMTT VVAACCAATTIOONNSS.. Over 50
guided tours available. Affor-
dable, social and stress-free
travel designed for mature
travelers. Our tours include a-
ccommodations, transportati-
on, baggage handling, sights-
eeing, entrance fees, a profes-
sional Tour Director and sel-
ect meals. For a limited time
SAVE $250 on all tours. Call
YMT today. 1-888-519-0174

THIS
WEEKEND!

iowastatefairgrounds.org

Antiques, collectibles,
home decor, jewelry, purses,

bags and more

 Free admission 
4-H Exhibits Building

Iowa State Fairgrounds

CLASSIFIEDS


