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Classic and new films 
weekly at the historic 

Iowa Theater!

121 North John Wayne Drive
Winterset, Iowa

Tickets $5 to $7
visit the-iowa.com 

for showtimes

Jim Dahlke
Director Sales & Marketing
Roto-Rooter Des Moines

4005 S.E Grimes Blvd.
Grimes, IA 50111

Business: (515) 278-5668 
(800) GET-ROTO (438-7686)

(515) 707-3100 (M)
(515) 276-1979

jim@rotorooterdsm.com
www.rotorooter desmoines.com

Tea Bombs
Shakes

Protein Balls 
Protein Coffee 
515-384-2322

Earlham Veterinary Clinic
Renee Dirks, DVM

130 S Chestnut Ave, 758-2511

Quality personal
          care for pets at    
          reasonable fees.

Shannon Flickinger
515-577-7373
shannon@builtbyhammer.com
www.BuiltByHammer.com

Specializing in Home Remodeling

Halves Quarters

Farm to
freezer

Locker dates
Spring and Fall

Summer Ory 515.478.6411

Business
Directory
$160/50 weeks

Check the number 
next to your name on 

your mailing label. 
That's the month your 
subscription is due. 

Then, send a check to 
P.O. Box 372, or use 

PayPal 
(earlhamecho@gmail.

com) or 
Venmo 

(@Todd-Weber-55).

Keep 
The Echo 
Coming! 

APARTMENTS AVAILABLE!
Madison Manor Apartments

575 NW 6th St
 Earlham, IA 50072

Spacious 1 & 2 bed-
room apartment

Coin operated laundry, 
community room

Applicants must be 62 years or older or hand-
icapped/disabled regardless of age. 

Rent is based on 30% of adjusted income. 

712-580-5360 or Toll Free 
855-441-8688

This institution is Equal 
Opportunity Provider

Don’t suffer. 
Stop in today for fast relief.

115 N Chestnut Ave • Earlham
515-758-2174 • M-F 8:30-5:30, Closed Sat-Sun

Get ready for allergy season!

Ask one of our pharmacists to
help you find the right 

over the counter medications.

Unapproved Minutes
Earlham Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting
April 27, 2026

The Earlham Planning & Zoning Commission met on Monday, 
April 27, 2026, at Earlham City Hall, at 7:00 p.m.  Chairperson Dan 
Werts called the meeting to order and the following answered roll:  Sue 
Ramsey, Andrew Gettler, Russel Dobbins, Leslie Winey, Dan Werts, 
Chad Hayes. Absent: Steve Ory Also present: Clerk Visser.

City Meeting Minutes
1. Approval of Agenda
Motion by Gettler, seconded by Hayes, to approve the agenda.
Roll Call: Ayes – Unanimous. Motion passed.
2. Election of Chairperson
A new Chairperson was required to be elected at the fi rst meeting of 

the year. Nominations were opened. Russell Dobbins was unanimously 
elected as Chairperson.

Motion by Ramsey, seconded by Hayes, to approve the appoint-
ment.

Roll Call: Ayes – Unanimous. Motion passed.
3. Public Hearing
a. Consider potential changes to permitted uses within the Com-

mercial District
Chairperson Werts declared the public hearing open at 7:03 p.m.
Clerk Visser reported that no written or oral comments had been 

received at City Hall.
Public Comment:
Colleen Peterson spoke regarding the historical register of the 

commercial district. She explained that modifying the ordinance could 
help the Earlham Commercial District qualify for the registry. Inclusion 
would allow participating business owners to apply for grants to fund 
building improvements.

She noted that the project includes 29 buildings and raised concerns 
that converting street-facing properties into residential use could reduce 
foot traffi  c, impact historical preservation, and create privacy and park-
ing issues.

Motion by Hayes, seconded by Dobbins, to close the public hear-
ing.

Roll Call: Ayes – Unanimous. Motion passed.
Public hearing closed at 7:19 p.m.
4. Discussion on Ordinance 165.45(1)(A) – Commercial District
The proposed ordinance refl ects the council’s intent for all commer-

cial districts, with an opportunity for further discussion and revisions.
• Ramsey: Expressed support for addressing the issue and mov-

ing forward, specifi cally opposing street-front residential use. Confi rmed 
that no existing residences would be displaced. 

• Werts: Clarifi ed that current residences would be grandfa-
thered in. 

• Clerk Visser: Explained the purpose of the meeting and the 
reasoning behind the proposed changes. 

• Hayes: Asked about potential risks of moving forward. 
• Visser: Stated that the council supports the changes and will 

hold a public hearing on May 11 at 7:00 p.m. 
Motion by Gettler, seconded by Winey, to move forward with the 

ordinance change.
Roll Call: Ayes – Unanimous. Motion passed.
5. Adjournment
Motion by Gettler, seconded by Ramsey, to adjourn the meeting.
Roll Call: Ayes – Unanimous. Motion passed.
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:26 p.m.

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
The City of Earlham Iowa is hereby serving as Public Notice 

that on May 11, 2026, at 7:00 p.m., the City Council will hold a 
public hearing during a regular City Council meeting to consid-
er potential changes to the permitted uses within the Commercial 
District of the City.

This meeting will be held to give residents information con-
cerning the Zoning Code language change. Citizens are encour-
aged to attend and express their preferences about the proposed 
activities. Residents are able to provide comments in writing in 
advance of the meeting by email to earlhamcityhall@earlhamiowa.
org or by mail to PO Box 518, Earlham, IA 50072. Additionally, 
citizens who wish to participate in the public hearing can do so 
by attending in person on April 27, 2026, at 7:00 PM at Earlham 
City Hall, 140 S. Chestnut Avenue, Earlham, Iowa. Anyone having 
questions about this project or requiring special accommodation at 
the upcoming hearing may contact the City Clerk at 515-758-2281.


