
Earlham EchoPage 6 March 31, 2026

"Keep The Echo 
coming! 

Check the number next to 
your name on your mailing 
label. That's the month your 
subscription is due. Then, 
send a check to P.O. Box 

372, or use PayPal 
(earlhamecho@gmail.com) 

or 
Venmo (@Todd-Weber-55). 

Thanks!"

In an age where so-
cial media feeds overfl ow 
with warnings and quick 
fi xes, a familiar nuisance 
continues to clog Face-
book: those ubiquitous 
posts urging users to 
"copy and paste this into 
your status—don't share!" 
Whether claiming to reset 
the algorithm for more 
friends and fewer ads, 
protect your photos from 
Meta's grasp, or safeguard 
privacy with a pseudo-le-
gal disclaimer, these mes-
sages have circulated for 
over a decade and show 
no signs of fading in 2026. 

Experts and 
fact-checkers agree: they 
do nothing.  The posts in-
struct users to copy blocks 
of text verbatim rather 
than hit the share but-
ton. The reason is simple 
trickery. Sharing allows 
Facebook's systems to 
detect and throttle identi-
cal low-quality content or 
hoaxes quickly. A fresh, 
copied version from each 
user appears as an original 
post, slipping past fi lters 
and spreading organical-
ly through personal net-
works. 

Common variants 
promise to "fi x" your 
feed, block data usage, 
or test true friendships. 
Some even tie into recent 
fears, like fake claims 
about new Meta policies 
on photos or AI. None 
alter account settings, al-
gorithms, or terms of ser-

vice, which users already 
accepted upon signing up. 
Fact-checking sites have 
debunked these repeated-
ly, noting they are classic 
"copypasta"—recycled 
chain-letter spam. 

Worse, engaging can 
backfi re. Security experts 
warn that such posts help 
scammers identify gull-
ible users for follow-up 
phishing or malware at-
tempts. They also clutter 
feeds and erode trust in 
genuine content.

Meta has long down-
ranked obvious engage-
ment bait, yet the hoax-
es persist by exploiting 
emotions like fear, guilt, 
and FOMO. Local news 
outlets and tech commen-
tators continue issuing 
warnings, with recent re-
ports highlighting fresh 
waves in early 2026. 

Advice from the ex-
perts: Ignore them, or 
gently inform the poster 
it's a known hoax. For real 
control over your Face-
book experience, tweak 
settings directly in the 
app—adjust News Feed 
preferences, privacy op-
tions, and ad controls. No 
magic text required.

As one tech analyst 
put it: "If it says 'copy and 
paste,' it's probably not 
helping—it's just more 
digital clutter." In the bat-
tle against online misin-
formation, a little skepti-
cism goes a long way.

Watch for 
'copypasta'

Earlham March Board Meeting Minutes
Tax Notice Hearing for 26-27 Budget
March 25, 2006

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM by Board President 
Kasey Henke, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and roll call. Board 
members—Erin Christensen, Kasey Henke, Charlie Lenze, and Greg 
Opseth—were present. Board member, Jess Tiemeyer was attending via 
Zoom. Additional attendees included Jake Lord, Kristin Sheffi  eld, two 
representatives from STEM, one in-person visitor, and two additional 
viewers via Zoom.

Erin Christensen moved to approve the agenda.  Greg Opseth sec-
onded, the motion carried unanimously.

There were no public comments.
Erin Christensen moved to adjourn the meeting.  Charlie seconded 

the motion, motion carried unanimously.
Meeting adjourned at 5:33 pm

Earlham March Board Meeting Minutes
March 25, 2026

Erin Christensen moved to approve the agenda with two amend-
ments: the addition of Alex Teig under resignations and the inclusion 
of dance fundraisers under new business. Charlie Lenze seconded the 
motion, motion carried unanimously.

Erin Christensen moved to approve the consent agenda. Greg 
Opseth seconded the motion, motioned carried unanimously.

The board reviewed fi nancial statements, prior meeting minutes, 
and heard communications from the public.

Two presentations were given. Representatives from the Iowa Gov-
ernor’s STEM Advisory shared information about the upcoming STEM 
BEST Symposium scheduled for June 14–16 in Earlham. The event will 
highlight successful STEM programs across the state and provide edu-
cators with ideas to implement in their own districts. Steve Kaster also 
presented an overview of the proposed 2026–2027 budget; no board ac-
tion was required at this time.

Erin Christensen moved to approve the personnel report as amend-
ed. Greg Opseth seconded the motion, motion carried unanimously.

Charlie Lenze motioned to approve setting the second budget hear-
ing for April 15, 2026, at 5:30 PM in the library. Erin Christensen sec-
onded the motion, motion carried unanimously.

Charlie Lenze motioned to approve the annual AEA purchasing 
agreement. Greg Opseth seconded the motion, motion carried unani-
mously. 

Charlie Lenze motioned to approve the renewed participation in 
the Natural Gas Risk Pool to help stabilize utility costs. Greg Opseth 
seconded the motion, motion carried unanimously.

Erin Christensen motioned to approve updating Board Policy 501.9 
regarding chronic absenteeism per the desk audit recommendation. 
Charlie Lenze seconded the motion, motion carried unanimously.

Erin Christensen motioned to approve a temporary waiver of 
Board Policy 905.03, which restricts look-alike weapons, to allow their 
use during the school play Clue for dress rehearsal on March 27th and 
scheduled performances on March 28th and 29th. Charlie Lenze second-
ed the motion, motion carried unanimously.

Charlie Lenze motioned to approve overnight trip requests for ro-
botics and the All-State Speech Festival. Erin Christensen seconded, 
motion carried unanimously.

Greg Opseth motioned to approve a compensation package for 
classifi ed staff  and administrators for the 2026–2027 school year, to-
taling approximately $75,000 in increases across about 40 employees. 
Charlie Lenz seconded the motion, motion carried unanimously.

Charlie Lenz motioned to approve a proposal from RJ Lawn & 
Landscape for maintenance of the high school softball and baseball 
fi elds. Greg Opseth seconded the motion, motion carried unanimously.

Following discussion around baseball and softball fi eld improve-
ments and raised concerns about long-term durability and investment, 
Charlie Lenze motioned to table further action until a work session can 
be held with city representatives. Greg Opseth seconded the motion, 
motion carried unanimously.

Erin Christensen motioned to approve approximately $18,900 in 
immediate roof repairs as recommended by Wood Roofi ng. Charlie Len-
ze seconded the motion, motion carried unanimously.

Greg Opseth motioned to approve moving forward with a fi rst-fl oor 
renovation project not to exceed $396,000. Charlie Lenze seconded the 
motion, motion carried unanimously. 

Erin Christensen motioned to approve the purchase of a new HVAC 
controller not to exceed $61,825. Greg Opseth seconded the motion, 
motion carried unanimously.

Erin Christensen motioned to approve two fundraising eff orts for 
the dance program: a spring pansy sale and a summer partnership with 
Music in the Park. These eff orts will help fund choreography, music, 
and uniforms. Charlie Lenze seconded the motion, motion carried unan-
imously.

In the Superintendent’s report, updates were provided on the up-
coming budget hearing, ISAP testing, legislative matters, and positive 
community feedback on a recent district mailer. The district is exploring 
expanded use of Zoom for streaming meetings and is considering send-
ing mailers twice per year.

The Business Manager reported that contracts are being prepared 
for completion by April 6 and that the district is currently testing Simbli 
software for managing future board meetings.

Erin Christensen motion to adjourn. Charlie Lenze seconded, mo-
tion carried unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 7:01 PM. The next 
scheduled meeting will take place on Wednesday, April 15, 2026, at 5:30 
PM.


