12A

Creston News Advertiser | Friday, June 5, 2026

Gov. Kim Reynolds signs final bills from

IOWA CAPITAL DISPATCH

Republicans were able to enact many of their top

goals this year as Gov. Kim Reynolds signed the final
bills from the 2026 legislative session into law.

The slate of bills signed into law Tuesday were the
final measures to be enacted from the 2026 legislative
session — as well as being the final measures Reynolds
will sign as lowa governor, as she is not seeking another
term in the 2026 election.

Speaking with reporters Tuesday, Reynolds was
emotional as she reflected on what was accomplished
in her final year leading the state. She said it was a
“bittersweet” period as she prepares to leave the gover-
norship. During her final session, she said she and her
team often went from “ecstatic” to “tears.”

“I'm really proud of the last session,” Reynolds said.
“Sometimes that is not the way it goes, when it’s your fi-
nal year and you're a lame duck. Sometimes it’s kind of
irrelevant what the governor wants. And what I experi-
enced for my last legislative session was legislators and
leaders in both the House and Senate remained com-
mitted to putting Iowans first and getting things done
and completed, that we promised Iowans we would.”

Reynolds highlighted her work with leaders in both
chambers to move forward a law aimed at address-
ing high property tax costs in Iowa, which she signed
into law in May, as well as measures related to char-
ter schools and the state’s Education Savings Account
program, and funding for pediatric cancer research
through a tax on vapes and alternative nicotine prod-
ucts as among the most important measures that came
out of the session.

Alongside these measures, the governor has been
working for the past several weeks to sign numerous
bills into law sent to her by the Legislature this session.
Tuesday was the deadline for signing into law the re-
maining bills from the year — in the morning, Reynolds
held a news conference where she signed three criminal
justice measures into law, and went on to sign 46 more
measures into law that day, according to a news release.

A majority of those bills were policy proposals, but
also included the five remaining appropriations mea-
sures that make up the state’s annual budget. In the
news release, the governor also shared that she vetoed
five policy proposals, alongside issuing line-item vetoes
in four budget bills.

Two of the measures Reynolds vetoed, Senate File
2299 and Senate File 2320, were proposals related to
concurrent enrollment and sharing programs for pub-
lic school students participating in classes at commu-
nity colleges.

She also vetoed Senate File 2453, a proposal that
would have required public universities to invest at
least 1% of their endowment fund assets in one or more
innovation funds established by the state with certain
exceptions. Reynolds said she was concerned the mea-
sure would create “a statewide investment mandate on
university foundation assets without adequately rec-
ognizing the independent fiduciary responsibilities of
foundation boards and investment professionals based
on donor intent, institutional priorities, market condi-
tions, and long-term financial performance,” according
to her veto message.

Though there were some bills Reynolds did not ac-
cept, many of Republicans leaders’ priorities were
signed into law by the June 2 deadline. Here’s a few of
the final bills the governor signed Tuesday:

Citizenship checks: Senate File 2218, signed by
Reynolds Tuesday, di-
rects the Iowa Board of
Educational Examiners
to have applicants seek-
ing new and renewing
educator licenses to pro-
vide the BOEE infor-
mation about their legal
U.S. work authorization.
Proof on continued legal
work eligibility must be
submitted every five years
for an educator to remain
licensed.

The measure also in-
cludes language from an
executive order issued
by Reynolds in 2025 in
response to the immigra-
tion arrest of former Des
Moines Public Schools
superintendent Ian Rob-
erts. This includes several
citizenship  verification
steps for state govern-
ment jobs and state occu-
pational licenses. When
a person is applying for a
state government job or
a professional and occu-
pational licenses grant-
ed by the state, the Iowa
government entity must
use the federal System-
atic Alien Verification
for Entitlements (SAVE)
database and E-Verify
system to verify the indi-
vidual’s citizenship and
legal work status.

The law also makes
several other changes
to state code related to
citizenship checks and
immigration law enforce-
ment. It makes the act of
providing a false Social
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Gov. Kim Reynolds signs SF 378, increasing the default speed limit on most highways from 55 to 60 mph.

Security number to an employer to obtain a job a crime
under state law, as well as requires Iowans registering
to vote to swear they are a U.S. citizen under penalty
of perjury. Additionally, the law will restrict undocu-
mented immigrants from being granted pretrial release
— though this provision can be rebutted.

Early Childhood Iowa: Senate File 2488 creates an
opt-in, voluntary system for Early Childhood Towa area
boards to choose to move certain funding oversight over
to state oversight through the Department of Health
and Human Services. ECI boards, which oversee fund-
ing for local initiatives and services for pre-kindergar-
ten children, would have the option to move over home
visiting contracts through the current “School Ready
Fund” in the ECI system to HHS control in order to al-
low the state to become eligible for more federal funds
through the Family First Act. Local boards that choose
to make this move would have a portion of the federal
matching funds returned to their area, beginning with
25% of funds in FY 2028 and lowering by 10% each
subsequent year.

The law signed by Reynolds is significantly different
from earlier proposals introduced by HHS officials,
which would have repealed the existing ECI program
and transfer funding and oversight to a statewide Early
Childhood and Family Services (ECFS) system based
of the seven “health and human services districts” that
currently serve the state’s behavioral health system.
The proposal still creates the ECFS system, but does
not transfer funding or power from ECI boards out-
side of the optional change to home visiting contracts.
However, it does move some powers and funding over-
sight for other systems, like that for Decategorization
Projects, or Decat, boards to the new ECFS system and
gives HHS authority to contract for child abuse preven-
tative services.

Governor’s powers: One of the bills Reynolds signed
Tuesday limits her own powers — though the measure
is most likely have to have a greater impact on future
governors as Reynolds is not seeking reelection.

House File 2694 would bar governor from restrict-
ing private businesses’ operations or ordering places
of worship to close during disasters and public health
emergencies. These were actions taken by Reynolds,
alongside governors in many other states, during the
COVID-19 pandemic. The law will also state a gover-
nor must get legislative approval to make any changes
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to election laws and regulations.

Though Republican lawmakers said the measure
was not related to concerns about a potential future
Democratic governor, the law was moved forward in
Reynolds’ last year in office and as political forecast-
ers predict Democratic Auditor Rob Sand has a chance
of winning the gubernatorial election in 2026, ending
more than a decade of GOP control. An attempt by
Senate Republicans to add language from Senate File
2388 to the law — which would have prevented state
government shutdowns if a governor does not approve
a budget before the beginning of the next fiscal year,
July 1, through a “continuing appropriations” — was
shot down in the House. Democratic lawmakers said
this proposal from Senate Republicans was a “power
grab” to allow a Republican-controlled Legislature to
refuse to negotiate with a Democratic governor.

Affirmative action: State and local entities including

the Towa Departments of
Education and Adminis-
tration, Board of Regents,
school districts and area
education agencies will
no longer have to submit
affirmative action plans
and reports as Reynolds
signed House File 2711 into
law. In addition to mak-
ing changes to affirmative
action policies, the bill re-
moves some police training
requirements that were
enacted in a 2020 law on
law enforcement conduct,
removing a requirement
for law enforcement agen-
cies to conduct annual bias
prevention training, as well
as removing racial and cul-
tural awareness training
requirements at the Iowa
Law Enforcement Acade-
my. The measure keeps in
place requirements for po-
lice to be trained on deesca-
lation techniques.
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NOTICE

UNION COUNTY:

Notice is given that Central lowa
Power Cooperative, Cedar Rapids,
pursuant to lowa Code chapter 478,
has filed a petition with the lowa
Utilities Commission (IUC) for ex-
tension of franchise to maintain and
operate an electric transmission line
setting forth the following as the
maximum voltage, starting points,
routes, and termini of the existing
line:

69,000 VOLT NOMINAL (72,500
VOLT MAXIMUM)
ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION
LINE
UNION COUNTY, IOWA

The North Endpoint of this line
is an interconnection with an exist-
ing CIPCO owned transmission
line located near the Northeast
Corner of Section Two (2), Town-
ship Seventy-three (73) North,
Range Thirty-one (31) West of the
5th P.M. at the Union/Adair Coun-
ty Line, Union County, Iowa. The
North Terminus of this line is a
Central Iowa Power Cooperative
substation located in Northeast
Quarter (NE %) of the Northwest
Quarter (NW %) of Section Thirty-
six (36), Township Seventy-six (76)
North, Range Thirty-two (32) West
of the 5th P.M. in Adair County,
Towa.

The South Endpoint/Terminus
of this line is End User Property lo-
cated in the Southwest Quarter
(SW %) of the Southwest Quarter
(SW %) of Section Eighteen (18),
Township  Seventy-three  (73)
North, Range Thirty (30) West of
the 5th P.M. in Union County,
Towa.

Beginning at a point of intercon-
nection with an existing CIPCO
owned transmission line (North End-
point) located near the Northeast
Corner of Section Two (2), Township
Seventy-three (73) North, Range
Thirty-one (31) West of the 5th P.M.
at the Union/Adair County Line,
Union County, lowa; thence south in
the west public road right-of-way of
Green Valley Rd. to a point located
in the Northeast Quarter (NE ) of
said Section Two (2), Township Sev-
enty-three (73) North, Range Thirty-
one (31) West and in the public road
right-of-way of Green Valley Rd. ap-
proximately Three hundredths (0.03)
of a mile; thence southeasterly in
public road right-of-way crossing
Green Valley Rd. to a point located
in the easterly public road right-of-
way and the Northwest Quarter (NW
V4) of Section One (1), Township
Seventy-three (73) North, Range
Thirty-one (31) West approximately
Six hundredths (0.06) of a mile;
thence continuing southeasterly in
private right-of-way through the
West Half of Section One (1), the
Northwest Quarter (NW Y% ) and East
Half of Section Twelve (12), and the
Northeast Quarter (NE %) of Section
Thirteen (13) all in the said Town-
ship and Range and continuing
through the Southwest Quarter (SW
Y4) of Section Eighteen (18) Town-
ship Seventy-three (73) North, Range
Thirty (30) West and crossing 110th
Street and Cherry Street to End User
Property (South Endpoint) in the
Northwest Quarter (NW Yi) of the
Southwest Quarter (SW %) of said
Section Eighteen (18) Township Sev-
enty-three (73) North, Range Thirty
(30) West of the 5th P.M. Union
County, lowa approximately Two
and Nine Tenths (2.90) miles.

The total distance of this 69 kV line
is approximately 2.99 Miles.

A map showing the route of the
electric line may be obtained at no
cost by calling (319) 734-4313 or by
writing to Central lowa Power Coop-
erative, Attn: Dan Ketchum, PO Box
2517, Cedar Rapids, IA 52406-2517.

All filings in this docket (Docket
No. E-21490) may be viewed by
searching under the docket number in
the IUC's electronic filing system
(EFS) at efs.iowa.gov. Objections to
the granting of the franchise may be
filed electronically using EFS or filed
in writing with the IUC no later than
20 days after the date of second
publication of this notice. Instruc-
tions for submitting an electronic fil-
ing can be found in EFS; written ob-
jections must be mailed to the lowa
Utilities Commission, 1375 E. Court
Ave., Des Moines, 1A 50319. Both
electronic and written objections
must clearly state the objector's name
and address and list the docket num-
ber on the objection.

The date of the first publication is
June 5, 2026. The date of the second
publication is June 12, 2026.

IOWA UTILITIES COMMISSION

Hunter Fors
Attorney
Dated May 13, 2026.



