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OTOLARYNGOLOGY/
ADVANCED RHINOLOGY

JASON TALMADGE, MD
Dr. Talmadge is board-certified by the
American Board of Otolaryngology –

Head and Neck Surgery and is an
adult and pediatric ENT provider

who diagnoses and treats conditions
of the ear, nose, and throat region of

the body. 
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April 19, 1941 - 
May 26, 2026  

Doris Marie (Ander-
sen) Christensen, age 85, of 
Audubon, died at her home 
in Audubon on Tuesday, May 
26, 2026. She was born on 
19 April, 1941, in Audubon 
Township, and was the 
daughter of Edvard Kristian 
“Ed K.” Valdemar Andersen 
and Dorothy Isabelle (Lacy) 
Andersen of Audubon. She 
attended country school in 

Audubon Township and Douglas Township and gradu-
ated with the Audubon High School class of 1959. 

She was baptized, confirmed, and married on Sept. 18, 
1960, at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church. They lived in 
several places until they moved to Doris’s home place in 
March 1968. They chose to transfer to Ebenezer Lutheran 
Church as part of the neighborhood. On 19 April 1996, 
her 55th birthday, she was preceded in death by her hus-
band of 35 years, Dallas Gene Christensen.

Her faith was very important in her life. She was known 
for her hugs by everyone at church and elsewhere, even 
earning the moniker “DHC,” aka Doris Hugger Chris-
tensen! She was very active in several church and com-
munity organizations: the Ebenezer women’s groups and 
quilting for missions, Audubon’s genealogy society, the 
General Federation of Women, the Exira Garden Club, a 
quilting group, and others. She followed the community’s 
youth and cheered them on. Doris was an excellent cook 
and used her talents at several jobs, most recently at the 
Audubon County Memorial Hospital. She enjoyed quilt-
ing, baking, writing letters, and keeping scrapbooks. She 
was so pleased to get about 115 birthday cards and letters 
for her 85th birthday in April! She was especially known 
for her cherry and prune strips, which she furnished for 
many, many funerals. Her green thumb was apparent in 
her extraordinary ability to grow beautiful violets. She 
was even asked to “doctor” some when their owners 
weren’t having such good luck!

Doris is survived by four children, Donna Thomas and 
her husband, Dr. John Thomas, Jr., of Papillion, Neb.; Di-
ane Wakelin and her husband, Rev. James Howard Wake-
lin, of Moravia; Dalton and wife Marcia of Audubon; and 
Duane and wife Kristle of Huron, S.D. She was a wonder-

CelebrationCelebration of Life
Doris Marie Christensen ful grandma to eight grandchildren, Jessica Matthews of 

Omaha, Stephen Wakelin of Ottumwa, Brandon Thomas 
of Seattle, Wash., Jason Thomas of Lincoln, Neb., Da-
kota Christensen and his wife Kari of Murray,  Wyatt 
Christensen and his wife, Kelsi of Hamlin, Nickolas and 
Kameron Christensen of Huron, S.D. Six great-grandchil-
dren: Aaron, Vincent, and Brynlee Wakelin of Ottumwa. 
Russell Christensen of Omaha, Adelaide Matthews of 
Omaha, and Knox Christensen of Hamlin. Her sisters-
in-laws, Lois Pfeiffer of Lake Havasu, Ariz., and Violet 
Rush of Atlantic. Many nieces, nephews, other relatives, 
and friends.

Doris was preceded by her parents, siblings, and their 
spouses; Esther and Dale Rutherford of Elk Horn, and 
John Edward Andersen and wife Sandy of Hiawatha; 
granddaughter Amanda Nicole Wakelin; and great-grand-
daughter Callie Michelle Wakelin; also, her in-laws, Nels 
Christen Christensen and Anna Marie (Lund) Chris-
tensen. Dorothy and Don Lebeck, Robert and Maralyn 
Christensen, Erma Jensen, Marjorie and Galen Hansen, 
and Jim Rush. 

Funeral services were held at 10 a.m. on Friday, May 
29, 2026, at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church in Audubon, 
with Rev. Sheryl Puderbaugh officiating. Burial was at 
the Ebenezer Cemetery, west of Audubon. 

Memorials may be directed to the Christensen Family, 
to be designated at a later date in memory of Doris. They 
may be mailed to the Schmidt Family Funeral Home, P.O. 
Box 201, Audubon, IA 50025. 

The Schmidt Family Funeral Home of Audubon is car-
ing for the Christensen family at this time and condolenc-
es can be sent at: schmidtfh.com

Oct. 24, 1962 -
 May 26, 2026

Richard Allen Petersen, 
63, the son of Jerry Dale and 
Ardella Bernice (Lehwald) 
Petersen was born on Octo-
ber 24, 1962, in Carrolla. He 
passed away Tuesday, May 
26, 2026, at his home in Exira. 

He attended school in 
Exira and graduated from 
Exira High School with the 
Class of 1982. He later at-
tended Des Moines Area Community College. 

Richard worked in food service up until diabetes, a dis-
ease that he was diagnosed with at age two, forced him 
to retire. 

He enjoyed Nebraska Cornhusker Football, listening 
to the Beatles, attending the Iowa State Fair and drinking 
Diet Coke and Mountain Dew. 

Richard was preceded in death by his parents. 
Richard is survived by his beloved dog, Shorty; broth-

ers, Randell Petersen and Jay Petersen of Exira; niece, 
Oliva Petersen of Omaha, Neb.; great-niece, Willow Pe-
tersen of Omaha, Neb.; one aunt and many cousins. 

Per Richard’s wishes, no services will be held. 
Memorial contributions may be directed to the Ameri-

can Diabetes Association in Richard’s name and can be 
sent in care of Schmidt Family Funeral Home to P.O. Box 
523, Atlantic, Iowa 50022. 

The Schmidt Family Funeral Home of Exira is caring 
for the Petersen Family at this time.

Richard Allen Petersen

Richard Allen Petersen
Doris Marie Christensen

Morningside University 
Celebrates Spring 2026 Graduates

 SIOUX CITY — Morningside University proud-
ly celebrates the remarkable achievements of its 
Class of 2026 Spring graduates. These students have 
displayed exceptional dedication and academic ex-
cellence, earning general honors for their outstanding 
performance during their undergraduate studies.  

May 2026 graduates are as follows:
Victoria Asmus, BS - Audubon, IA 
Sophia Peppers, MAT - Exira, IA 

Legal Notice
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

June 1st, 2026
 The meeting of the Board of Supervisors was called to order at 9:05 

am by Chairman Kent Grabill. Present at the meeting were Kent Grabill, 
Don Mosinski- phone, Mitch Rydl, and Chassity Musfeldt. Heath Hansen- 
Absent.

Motion- Mosinski Second- Grabill to approve the agenda. Vote-all in 
favor. Motion- Mosinski Second- Grabill to approve the IDOT Budget 
Amendment. Vote-all in favor. Meeting adjourned at 9:09 am. 

/s/Kent Grabill   /s/Chassity Musfeldt 
Chairman, Board of Supervisors Attest: Audubon County 
    Auditor Clerk
(Published in the Audubon County Advocate Journal, Friday, June 5, 

2026)


