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DES MOINES – The Iowa 
Department of Corrections 
(DOC) is proud to announce 
that eight counties have been 
recognized as having top-per-
forming jails in the state. This 
recognition celebrates jails 
that demonstrate excellence in 
operations and management, 
ensuring the safety and well-
being of both prisoners and 
staff.

The DOC evaluates jails 
across three categories based 
on capacity:

• Small Jails (up to 30 
beds): Adair and Butler Coun-
ties

• Medium Jails (31–100 
beds): Hamilton and Marion 
Counties

• Large Jails (101 beds 
or more): Dallas and Story 
Counties

Per Iowa Code 356, all jails 
in Iowa undergo an annual 
inspection conducted by the 
DOC to ensure compliance 
with the Iowa Administrative 
Code’s Jail Standards. These 
inspections include a compre-
hensive review of daily jail 

Iowa Department of Corrections Recognizes 
Adair County for Outstanding Jail Operations

documentation, a facility tour, 
interaction with prisoners, and 
an operational review con-
ducted by a DOC Inspector.

“Iowa is one of only 21 states 
where jail standards are over-
seen by the state’s Department 
of Corrections,” said DOC Di-
rector Dr. Beth Skinner. “Iowa 
consistently ranks among the 
top states for jail management, 
and that is a testament to the 
hard work and dedication of 
jail staff across our state.”

In 2017, the Iowa DOC 
launched the “Best of the 

Best” award to formally recog-
nize exceptional efforts in jail 
operations. The achievement 
underscores the diligence and 
professionalism demonstrated 
by all staff every day.

In 2025, Iowa DOC award-
ed two jails for outstanding 
improvement of the jail daily 
operations and professional-
ism. They are Boone and Mus-
catine County. 

Congratulations to all the 
honorees for their outstanding 
contributions to public safety 
and corrections.

From our family to yours, thank you. This holiday season, we at 
BC Angus are filled with gratitude for the incredible support of our 
community. What started as a passion for raising quality Black Angus 
cattle has grown into a farm-fresh beef business because of the neigh-
bors, friends, and families who continue to support us.

This past Saturday, December 6, we hosted our 4th Annual Holiday 
Open House, and we truly could not be more appreciative of the turn-
out and encouragement we received. Seeing so many familiar fac-
es—and welcoming new ones—was the greatest gift of the season.

Every purchase, kind word, and visit reminds us why we do what 
we do. Your support of local agriculture and small businesses keeps 
our rural communities strong.

From the bottom of our hearts, thank you for supporting our farm, 
our family, and our mission. We wish you all a very Merry Christmas 
and a safe, happy New Year.  With gratitude, Blair & Erin Carney.

Holiday Open House Success

This year for the Adair Festi-
val of Trees, the Adair Women’s 
Club created an amazing Games 
Tree for the Boys & Girls Club.

Heather Schneider, Execu-
tive Director, stated,  “We are 

so thankful (and SO excited!) 
for their generous donation! Our 
kiddos are going to get tons of 
use out of all these new games! 
Thank you, thank you!!”
(Photo provided)

Adair Women’s Club Donates 
Games to Boys & Girls Club

A huge THANK YOU to everyone who stopped 
by Harkins Service on December 4 to help cel-

ebrate my family business of 80 years. This could 
not have happened without all of the support 

from this community. Thank you for your contin-
ued support, you are all greatly appreciated. 

Scott E. Harkins

THANK YOU
The Adair Lions Club wishes to ex-
tend a heartfelt thank you to every-
one that attended our annual soup 
supper. For the first time ever, we 

ran out of soup! 
Special thanks to The Summit Super 
Stars and great volunteers from our 
community for help with setup and 

tear down. 
We appreciate everyone’s support!

Another Outstanding Festival of Trees

The Adair Women’s Club delivered a magical winter wonderland at Saturday’s Festival of 
Trees. The weather didn’t slow anyone down and attendees loved it. (Photos provided)

We want your news...

641-742-3241
news@adairnews.com

Casey Regular City Council Meeting, Casey Community Building, 
March 2, 2026

The Casey City Council held a regular meeting on Monday, March 
2, 2026.  Mayor Bruce Vorm; Councilmembers Jennifer Penton, Rick 
Blake, Cody Sheeder and Leland Acker were present; also present were 
City Clerk Gwen Blass, and Public Works Jim Chandler and Tim Knapp. 
Bret Wedemeyer arrived at 7:05 pm.  

Mayor Vorm called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  All rose to say 
the Pledge of Allegiance.   Motion by Acker second by Penton to ap-
prove the agenda; Ayes – Sheeder, Penton, Acker and Blake; Absent - 
Wedemeyer.  Motion by Blake second by Penton to approve the consent 
agenda including the, 2/2/26 and 2/5/26 minutes, February bills, bank 
reconciliation, and utility billing reconciliation; Ayes – Sheeder, Penton, 
Acker and Blake; Absent - Wedemeyer.  

February Claims 	
Salaries		  $11,459.72
IPERS		  $2,284.87
FICA	 Federal Withholding	 $3,137.32
State of Iowa	 State Withholding	 $371.36
Wellmark Health Ins.	 Vision Ins.	 $38.34
Acker, Joan	 Vst Ctr Cleaning	 $20.00
Agsource Laboratories	 Water/Swr Test	 $793.50
Alliant Energy	 Utilities	 $6,120.27
Amazon	 Supplies	 $384.83
Anita Supply	 Bulbs	 $8.69
Blass, Gwen	 Mileage Reimb	 $20.30
Calhoun-Burns & Assoc	 Eng Fees Bridge	 $2,414.00
Canon Financial Service	 Copier Lease	 $93.91
Casey Mutual Telephone	 Phone	 $271.94
Guthrie Co REC	 Utilities	 $469.71
I-80 Enterprises	 Power Washer Rpr	 $7.49
IA One Call	 Locates	 $36.00
IMFOA	 Dues	 $50.00
Kingery Sign	 Speed Warning Sign	 $117.70
Kinzie Service	 Pickup Rpr	 $435.00
Midwest Office Tech	 Copy Fees	 $70.83
Oakwood Cemetery	 FY26 Donation	 $1,500.00
Petty Cash	 Lib Postage	 $4.25
Rogers, Beth	 Lib Supply Reimb	 $12.32
Second Street Auto	 Pickup Transmission Rpr	 $3,681.63
Sheldahl Plumbing & Htg	 Well Rpr	 $317.78
Smith, Michael	 Comm Bldg Cleaning	 $165.00
Sun Life Ins	 Life Ins	 $93.30
The Adair News	 Publications	 $172.72
Treasurer, State of IA	 WET Tax	 $614.40
Visa	 Software/Reg Fees/Postage	 $1,363.46
Wallace Auto	 Pickup Rpr	 $65.97
Weeks, Meggen	 Atty Fees	 $325.00
Welker, Jon	 Affidavit Fees	 $500.00
Wellmark Health Ins.	 Hlth Ins	 $3,749.92
Totals By Fund	 Revenue	 Expenses
General Fund	 $19,057.93	 $27,118.80
Library	 $14,637.85	 $1,741.13
Road Use	 $3,019.69	 $3,942.35
Employee Benefits	 $81.81	 $3,515.47
Emergency	 $	 $281.37
LOST – Streets	 $1,710.23	 $2,414.00
LOST – Parks 	 $1,710.22	 $16,153.00
TIF	 $11.52	 $        
Debt Service	 $5.78	 $
Water	 $10,574.09	 $8,799.83
Sewer	 $8,632.74	 $8,270.95
Motion by Acker second by Penton to approve Resolution #2026-05 to 

Set the Public Hearing date 3/25/26  at 6:00 pm for the FY27 Proposed 
Property Tax Levy; Roll call vote:  Ayes – Acker, Sheeder, Penton, and 
Blake.  Absent – Wedemeyer.   Motion passed.

Motion by Acker second by Blake to close McPherson, Logan and Grant 
Streets on June 20th for the Truck Show; Ayes – Sheeder, Penton, Acker 
and Blake; Absent - Wedemeyer.  

Jordan Kappos, Veenstra & Kimm Inc. presented two quotes for the 
potential addition to the water project.  Low bid was received by Max Smith 

Construction at $60,200 for a 4” main on E Hayes.  There is a possibility 
that the project could be changed to a 1” service line for a reduced cost of 
$34,280.  A change order can be done once the project is started.  There 
will be approximately $10,000 in additional engineering fees to complete 
this project with the E Hayes addition.  Motion by Wedemeyer second by 
Blake to accept bid from Max Smith Construction of $60,200; All Ayes.

Motion by Acker second by Penton to set Saturday, May 2nd from 6:00 
am to 12:00 noon for Casey Citywide Cleanup Day and to hire K & A Re-
moval LLC to provide roll off dumpsters; All Ayes.

Blass provided a written clerks report.  Blass contacted Russ Zitek to 
remove scrap iron and mobile home located at 801 Ellsworth.  Hearing for 
300 E Grant property was held and waiting on Judges ruling.  Audit is com-
plete except for exit conference, with very minimal findings.  An issue with 
Library Betterment being given revenue from the City Library was brought 
to the State Auditors attention while counting library cash drawer.  Blass 
explained to council that the Betterment is a private entity that is formed to 
raise money to help fund some Library expenses.  Auditor stated it is highly 
unusual for them to take funds from the library instead of giving the Library 
funds.  Council would like to have Library Board attend next council meet-
ing for discussion.  The IMFOA annual spring training is April 15th – 17th in 
Des Moines for continuing education credits.  Motion by Blake second by 
Penton to allow Clerk to attend the IMFOA spring training meeting in Des 
Moines on April 15th – 17th; All Ayes.  

Chandler provided the public works report and informed council that he 
continues to do maintenance on equipment and that he has asked Zeb 
from IA Rural Water to be present to help explain the issues at the water 
plant.  The metal on the filters at the water plant is eroding and needs ad-
dressed before it starts to leak.  Jordan Kappos stated that a study was 

done on upgrading needs at the water plant at the same time the Water 
Main study was done and could provide the report with the findings.  He 
can also arrange for an engineer to come out to make an assessment/
plan and provide that report for the next council meeting.  Motion by Blake 
second by Penton to have a Veenstra & Kimm Inc. engineer come out to 
assess extent of what needs repaired at water plant and provide an esti-
mate; All Ayes.

Mayor Vorm reported he would like to have the city attorney send an 
abatement letter for cleaning up property at 606 Wallace St. since we have 
received no response from property owner.

Public Forum – Trish Whetstone spoke on behalf of the Casey Flower 
Committee.  Would like access to water for planter watering and requested 
assistance with purchasing several trees.  Eric Whetstone spoke on behalf 
of the Casey Service Club informing council of several tentative events in-
cluding Downhill Derby Race and a Movie night.  Brenda Dudley with Mid-
west Partnership presented information on the Hometown Pride program.  
She is looking to enlist 6 to 9 towns to start the project.  Cost is $20,000 per 
year, so would need each city to contribute approximately $2,500 per year.  
These funds would hire a project coach to assist each City come up with 
and organize city improvement projects and apply for grants.  

Jordan Kappos also update the council regarding the Waste Water Proj-
ect that has a compliance deadline of December 2028.  Casey will need to 
do a study before the end of 2026 to determine our need to be in compli-
ance with IA DNR.  Pumping sludge out of lagoon would increase the life of 
our sewer plant and lagoon.

Motion by Wedemeyer second by Acker to adjourn at 8:12 pm; All Ayes.
ATTEST: Bruce Vorm, Mayor • Gwen Blass, City Clerk
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