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A bill that advanced from a 
House subcommittee Wednes-
day would create an event per-
mit for farm-to-table meals, ex-
pand the permissible sales of raw 
milk and allow cottage foods to 
be sold in grocery stores.

House File 2444 was introduced 
by Rep. Chad Ingels, R-Randalia, 
who said it was a way to give “eas-
ier access” to farmers who want to 
hold farm-to-table events and to 
allow raw milk producers to sell 
their milk at farm stores.

The bill was opposed by the 
Iowa Environmental Health Asso-
ciation, a group representing health 
inspectors in the state. Jefferson 
Fink, speaking on behalf of the 
association, said it had “great con-
cern with many issues” in the bill.

The first provision of the bill 
would create a farm-to-table event 
license to allow farms to sell meals, 
featuring farm-raised ingredients, 
for on-farm consumption. The an-
nual license would cost $100 and 
allow for farms to hold “any num-
ber” of farm-to-table events.

Fink argued the state already 
has an event license for home 
food processors, and that the bill’s 
language to make this an annu-
al license would mean depart-
ments would need to inspect all 
of the events under the license, 
the cost of which is not covered 
by the $100 annual fee.

“This bill provides work-
arounds to our already existing 
food safety regulations,” Fink said.

He also argued the bill was “si-

lent on” things like meat slaugh-
tering and processing, restrooms 
and well water testing.

Rep. Shannon Latham, R-
Sheffield, who chaired the sub-
committee, said some of those 
concerns, like slaughtering and 
butchering, were not part of the 
intent of the bill, which she said 
was more about agritourism.

Haley Hook, speaking on be-
half of the Iowa Department of 
Agriculture and Land Steward-
ship, said more producers are in-
terested in hosting farm-to-ta-
ble events as part of the Choose 
Iowa program and IDALS has 
been trying to “find a fix” with 
the Iowa Department of Inspec-
tions, Appeals, and Licensing for 
these events. IDALS was regis-
tered undecided on the bill. 

RAW MILK 
The bill also allows for the sale 

of unpasteurized milk, known as 
raw milk, and raw milk products 
at home processing or food estab-
lishments, provided they are lo-
cated at the raw milk farm. Cur-
rent law provides that raw milk 
can only be sold directly to cus-
tomers from the raw milk farm. 
This would allow raw milk and as-
sociated raw milk products to be 
sold at a store on the farm as well.

Fink said the Iowa Environ-
mental Health Association is gen-
erally opposed to any raw milk 
legislation, including the language 
in the bill.

The U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention hold that 
consuming raw milk can lead to 
“serious health risks.” Unpasteur-
ized milk can expose individuals 
to things like salmonella, brucel-

la, E. coli and listeria. CDC also 
urges against the consumption 
of raw milk that is contaminated 
with the H5N1 avian flu virus as 
a means of developing antibod-
ies from the virus. 

COTTAGE LAWS
The bill also provides that cot-

tage foods can be sold at grocery 
stores, as long as the food items 
are properly labeled and separat-
ed from noncottage food items.

Cottage foods, or foods that 
are prepared in a private resi-
dence and delivered directly to 
consumers, are exempt from state 
licensing, permitting, inspection, 
packaging and labeling laws un-
der current code.

Sara Throener, speaking on be-
half of DIAL, said by allowing the 
cottage food to be sold in a store 
instead of directly to a customer, 
it “no longer is a cottage food.”

Throener said she emailed lan-
guage to lawmakers to “get around 
that conflict.”

Latham said Iowa stores can 
purchase “whole processed goods” 
from other states and sell it, but 
cannot purchase these locally pro-
duced cottage foods to sell, which 
is what the bill intended to fix.

Latham said she would sign off 
on the bill, but that it would need 
an amendment before it reached 
the floor.

Rep. Elinor Levin, D-Iowa City, 
said she couldn’t sign off on the 
bill as is, but said she looked for-
ward to seeing the amendment.

“I’m hugely supportive of any-
thing that opens up new markets 
and allows our farmers to safely 
provide their on-farm experienc-
es,” Levin said.

4-H swine tagging and ear notching

712-262-3982*Some restrictions apply. See store for details. Offer expires February 28, 2026. 
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Spencer Municipal Utilities
February 12, 2026, at 7:00 A.M.

The Board of Trustees of the Spencer Munic-
ipal Utilities met on February 12, 2026, at 7:00 
A.M., Davis, Irvine, McCaulley, Nelson and 
Tostenrud were present. 

The Board approved by motion:
1) Resolution approving construction con-

tract and bond for Lead Service Line Replace-
ment Project.

2) Approve Minutes from January 2 8:00 
AM, January 2 3:00 PM and January 15, 2026 
meetings.

3) Approve the bills – listing attached.
4) Approve water meter purchase at a cost of 

$71.652.
5) Approve transformer purchase at a cost of 

$147,536.
6) Approve electric materials purchase up to 

$253,055.
7) Approve vehicle purchase at a cost of 

$46,950.
8) Approve 2026 avoided cost.
9) Approve Watts Electric Company change 

order #1.
10) Approve SEL and InSource Solu-

tions quotes for SCADA upgrades at a cost of 
$197,114.

11) Meeting adjourned. 

1/16/2026  UNITED PARCEL SERVICE .......... 
................................................................$220.17
1/16/2026 QUADIENT FINANCE USA, INC
................................................................$600.00
1/21/2026 TREAS ST OF IOWA ......$65,807.89
1/23/2026 COLLECTION SERVICE CENTER  
................................................................$323.08
1/23/2026 IPERS VOID....................$43,666.24
1/23/2026 SECURITY NTL BANK .$16,432.30
1/23/2026 TREASURER - STATE OF IOWA
.............................................................$7,051.72
1/23/2026 UNITED STATES TREASURY ........ 
...........................................................$29,886.09
1/23/2026 WEX HEALTH INC. .........$4,417.62
1/23/2026 NIMECA ACH...............$165,732.61
1/23/2026 REGISTER OF COPYRIGHTS ........ 
.............................................................$3,075.28
1/26/2026 WEX HEALTH INC. ............$217.50
1/26/2026 NIMECA ACH.................$43,020.00
1/27/2026 REGISTER OF COPYRIGHTS ........ 
.............................................................$5,970.15
1/28/2026 UNIVERSAL SERVICE ADMIN ..... 
.............................................................$5,027.17
1/28/2026 WESTERN AREA POWER AD-
MINISTRAT ...................................$237,908.35
2/2/2026 THE LINCOLN NATIONAL LIFE 
INS COMPANY ..................................$2,348.14
2/2/2026 PRINCIPAL LIFE INSURANCE 
COMPANY .........................................$2,041.38
2/2/2026 WELLMARK ....................$63,090.38
2/2/2026 MIDAMERICAN ENERGY CO ......... 
.........................................................$310,000.00
2/4/2026 MERCHANT BANKCARD................ 
.............................................................$2,707.72
2/4/2026 INTERSTATE TRS FUND ..$1,405.72
2/6/2026 WEX HEALTH INC. ..............$141.67
2/6/2026 US TREAS EXCISE TAX EFTPS ...... 
.............................................................$1,125.47
2/6/2026 COLLECTION SERVICE CENTER .. 
................................................................$323.08
2/6/2026 SECURITY NTL BANK ...$16,146.27
2/6/2026 UNITED STATES TREASURY .......... 
...........................................................$31,293.88
2/6/2026 WEX HEALTH INC. .........$11,806.85
2/10/2026 NIMECA ACH.................$20,546.70
2/12/2026 MISSISSIPPI LIME ..........$9,201.45
2/12/2026 NATIONAL CABLE TELEVISION 
COOP INC ......................................$120,631.29
2/12/2026 UNITED PARCEL SERVICE ........... 
................................................................$178.90
2/12/2026 USBANK .........................$10,996.12
1/27/2026 ASCAP ..................................$175.36
1/27/2026 BMI CABLE NEWS & MEDIA ....... 
................................................................$500.00
1/27/2026 ICONECTIV, LLC ................$559.12
1/27/2026 MENARDS; 492741 .............$607.07
1/27/2026 RESCO INC..........................$252.40
1/27/2026 THE MLB NETWORK, LLC ........... 
................................................................$886.38
1/27/2026 US CELLULAR ................$2,152.42
1/27/2026 VANTAGE POINT SOLUTIONS, 
INC .........................................................$290.00
1/27/2026 CHRIS K CHRISTENSEN...$834.15
2/6/2026 BOMGAARS ..........................$336.97
2/6/2026 CRESCENT ELECTRIC ..........$14.42

2/6/2026 MOTION INDUSTRIES .....$4,529.48
2/6/2026 QWEST DBA CENTRUYLINK-IA .... 
................................................................$190.30
2/6/2026 RESCO INC.......................$23,447.72
2/6/2026 STATE STEEL OF SPENCER ............ 
.............................................................$1,027.72
2/6/2026 UPPER DES MOINES OPPORTUNI-
TY ..........................................................$276.40
2/6/2026 316 GRAND HOLDINGS ......$150.48
2/6/2026 CHARLES ANDERSON..........$40.84
2/6/2026 THOMAS J BONESCHANS .$133.57
2/6/2026 ESTATE OF MARY LOU LARSEN ... 
..................................................................$22.63
2/6/2026 WILLIAM HARRIS .................$14.61
2/6/2026 COLTAN M HERONIMUS ...$114.53
2/6/2026 HERB KINTIGH ....................$192.95
2/6/2026 SPENCER D LAFRENZ ........$111.43
2/6/2026 MARLON A RODRIGUEZ .....$38.65
2/6/2026 KEYARA D SAVAGE ............$155.00
2/6/2026 TARNA J SHORE.....................$51.73
2/6/2026 QWEST DBA CENTRUYLINK-IA .... 
................................................................$190.30
2/12/2026 ADVANCED DOOR SYSTEMS ...... 
..................................................................$55.00
2/12/2026 AHLERS & COONEY, PC ...$212.00
2/12/2026 AIRGAS NORTH CENTRAL ........... 
.............................................................$1,040.58
2/12/2026 ALPHA WIRELESS ..........$1,102.58
2/12/2026 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES, 
INC ......................................................$1,569.42
2/12/2026 AMERICAN WELDING & GAS, 
INC. .....................................................$1,829.95
2/12/2026 ARIN ..................................$1,100.00
2/12/2026 ARNOLD MOTOR SUPPLY ............ 
................................................................$319.98
2/12/2026 ASHER MOTOR CO., INC ..$939.55
2/12/2026 ASSURED PARTNERS ..$16,259.00
2/12/2026 BIG 10 NETWORK ..........$2,949.45
2/12/2026 BOLTON & MENK, INC ..$6,075.00
2/12/2026 BORDER STATES ELECTRIC ........ 
.............................................................$2,329.05
2/12/2026 BUILDERS FIRSTSOURCE, INC. .. 
..................................................................$39.39
2/12/2026 CALIX NETWORKS INC. ............... 
...........................................................$14,508.19
2/12/2026 RANDY CAUTHRON .........$100.00
2/12/2026 CITY OF SPENCER .....$405,213.59
2/12/2026 CLAY COUNTY FAIR & EVENTS 
CENTER .............................................$1,000.00
2/12/2026 CLAY COUNTY RECORDER ......... 
..................................................................$97.00
2/12/2026 CONSORTIA CONSULTING ........... 
.............................................................$2,100.00
2/12/2026 COOPERATIVE ENERGY ............... 
...........................................................$27,994.41
2/12/2026 COOPERATIVE RESPONSE CEN-
TER, INC ............................................$2,343.62
2/12/2026 COPPER COTTAGE PLUMBING/
HEATIN ..............................................$1,002.35
2/12/2026 CORE & MAIN LP ..............$690.00
2/12/2026 STEVEN CUTLER ..............$500.00
2/12/2026 DAIRYLAND POWER COOPERA-
TIVE ...................................................$1,013.22
2/12/2026 DAKOTA RIGGERS & TOOL SUP-
PLY.........................................................$154.34
2/12/2026 DEWILD GRANT RECKERT & 
ASSOC ...................................................$938.00
2/12/2026 DLT SOLUTIONS, LLC ...$7,777.00
2/12/2026 DON PIERSON FORD .....$2,154.15
2/12/2026 FANDUEL SPORTS NETWORK ..... 
.............................................................$4,930.42
2/12/2026 GALEN’S PRO-MOW ...........$24.59
2/12/2026 GRAINGER ..........................$306.04
2/12/2026 GRAYBAR ...........................$218.26
2/12/2026 H & N CHEVROLET-BUICK CO .... 
.............................................................$1,362.62
2/12/2026 HAWKINS INC. ...................$795.94
2/12/2026 HEARTLAND TIRE, INC .....$73.59
2/12/2026 JASON HOWE ..................$3,371.65
2/12/2026 IAMU .................................$1,300.00
2/12/2026 IGEAR ...............................$1,514.05
2/12/2026 INGERSOLL RAND .........$1,117.29
2/12/2026 INTELIQUENT INC .........$1,012.30
2/12/2026 IOWA LAKES CORRIDOR DE-
VELOPMEN .....................................$62,500.00
2/12/2026 IOWA LAKES ELECTRIC COOP .... 
................................................................$405.00
2/12/2026 IOWA ONE CALL, INC. ........$50.50
2/12/2026 IOWA SPORTS FOUNDATION ....... 
................................................................$550.00
2/12/2026 IOWA UTILITIES COMMISSION ... 
.............................................................$1,319.50
2/12/2026 JCL SOLUTIONS/JANITORS 
CLOSET.................................................$262.91
2/12/2026 JENSEN CLEANING SERVICES 

INC ......................................................$1,926.00
2/12/2026 KRUSE, CATE & NELSON P C ....... 
...........................................................$46,578.50
2/12/2026 KUYY FM ............................$504.00
2/12/2026 CRAIG MANNING..............$100.00
2/12/2026 MEDIA LOGIC GROUP LLC .......... 
................................................................$630.00
2/12/2026 METERING AND TECHNOLOGY 
SOLUTIONS .........................................$120.74
2/12/2026 MUSIC CHOICE ..................$583.43
2/12/2026 NEW TEC INC ..................$1,059.22
2/12/2026 NEXSTAR BROADCASTING, INC  
...........................................................$17,474.44
2/12/2026 NORTH CENTRAL INTERNA-
TIONAL INC. .....................................$5,591.51
2/12/2026 NORTHERN IOWA COMM PART-
NERS ..................................................$6,114.15
2/12/2026 NORTHWEST IOWA SPRINKLER . 
................................................................$574.75
2/12/2026 NORTHWEST PRINTING, INC ...... 
..................................................................$14.98
2/12/2026 ONLINE INFORMATION SER-
VICES ....................................................$127.20
2/12/2026 OPEN ACCESS TECHNOLOGY 
INTL INC ............................................$2,221.51
2/12/2026 TIM PETERSON ....................$50.00
2/12/2026 PHELPS THE UNIFORM SPE-
CIALISTS ..............................................$913.12
2/12/2026 POWERFUL WEB ............$1,410.00
2/12/2026 PREMIER COMMUNICATIONS 
INC ......................................................$2,760.00
2/12/2026 PYE-BARKER FIRE & SAFETY, 
LLC ........................................................$450.00
2/12/2026 R & D INDUSTRIES INC $1,037.10
2/12/2026 RENT-ALL INC ................$4,068.00
2/12/2026 RIBBON COMMUNICATIONS OP-
ERATING COMPANY, .........................$421.42
2/12/2026 S & S PEST CONTROL .......$267.50
2/12/2026 SAFETY-KLEEN CORP ......$308.48
2/12/2026 SHEEHAN STRATEGIC SOLU-
TIONS, LLC .......................................$3,000.00
2/12/2026 SHOWTIME NETWORKS, INC ...... 
................................................................$328.80
2/12/2026 SIOUX FALLS CRANE & HOIST, 
INC ......................................................$1,522.61
2/12/2026 SPENCER GOLF & COUNTRY 
CLUB ..................................................$1,372.87
2/12/2026 SPENCER HOSPITAL  ........$198.15
2/12/2026 SPENCER MUNICIPAL UTILI-
TIES ..................................................$37,232.22
2/12/2026 SPENCER OFFICE SUPPLIES ........ 
.............................................................$1,654.12
2/12/2026 SPENCER RADIO GROUP .............. 
................................................................$816.00
2/12/2026 SS COLLISION .................$3,404.45
2/12/2026 STATE HYGIENIC LABORATORY  
................................................................$953.50
2/12/2026 SAMANTHA STEINER ......$269.89
2/12/2026 STUART IRBY .....................$105.93
2/12/2026 TELEDYNAMICS ............$3,586.17
2/12/2026 TERRY-DURIN CO .............$635.58
2/12/2026 THE MLB NETWORK, LLC ........... 
................................................................$934.92
2/12/2026 TIGER PRIDE LAWN CARE, LLC . 
.............................................................$3,336.03
2/12/2026 TITAN MACHINERY .......$4,291.56
2/12/2026 TX SYSTEMS ...................$3,710.00
2/12/2026 UNITYPOINT CLINIC-OCCUPA-
TIONAL MEDICINE ............................$126.00
2/12/2026 UPPER DES MOINES OPPORTU-
NITY ......................................................$241.79
2/12/2026 UTILITY EQUIPMENT COMPA-
NY .......................................................$1,584.05
2/12/2026 VERMEER SALES & SERVICE, 
INC ......................................................$2,420.54
2/12/2026 WATTS ELECTRIC COMPANY ...... 
.........................................................$220,868.97 
2/12/2026 WERTS ENTERPRISES LLC .......... 
................................................................$149.80
2/12/2026 WESCO DISTRIBUTION INC......... 
.............................................................$7,700.25
2/12/2026 WEX BANK ......................$3,090.23
2/12/2026 XEROX IT SOLUTIONS, INC. ........ 
...........................................................$17,253.17
2/12/2026 ZORO TOOLS, INC. ............$667.78
2/12/2026 RAYAN P BOUZIYANE ......$155.00
1/23/2026 PAYROLL ........................$80,942.13
2/6/2026 PAYROLL ..........................$81,882.56
TOTAL .........................................$2,434,900.42
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I come to you this week 
with some swine informa-
tion! We will tag pigs with 
4-H tags on May 30, but 
those pigs are being born or 
will soon be born to make 
that time frame. As those 
pigs are born it is impor-
tant to remember that Clay 
County and Iowa 4-H re-
quires that those pigs being 
exhibited are ear notched. 

This is certainly a topic that is easier to ex-
plain with a picture, but we shall try to explain 
it with words. Ear notches use both ears with 
the right ear being the litter number and the 
left ear being the individual pig’s number. The 
numbers together identify that pig. The right 
ear (litter number) has five locations. Each lo-
cation has a number assigned to it and can have 
two notches. The numbers are one, three, nine, 
27 and 81. A notch on a one and a three would 
be read as a four. This would be the fourth litter 
that sow has had in her life. Next is the pig’s left 
ear. There are three numbers on this one: one, 
three and nine. If the sow had 10 piglets that 
10th one would have two notches, one in the 
one position and one in the nine position. To 
tie it together, the sow had 10 pigs in her fourth 
litter, those piglets’ numbers would read 4-1 
through 4-10. The litter is read first with the in-
dividual number second.

Nebraska Extension has an excellent publi-
cation with good pictures on how to read ear 

notches. I have included one picture. That ar-
ticle is found at https://extensionpubs.unl.edu/
publication/g1880/na/html/view. 

The article explains how to make the notches. 
I encourage all of our 4-H Swine Project mem-
bers to check out the article. If anyone needs 
help or has questions on notching their pigs 
please give us a call. We have some good re-
sources in the office as well as an experienced 
swine committee to help our 4-H’ers learn. 
Whether you raise your own or purchase your 
pigs it is good to be able to read notches and be 
able to identify individual pigs.

EXTENSION OUTREACH

4-H LIVESTOCK 
COORDINATOR

Kate
Tewes

An Iowa House subcommittee advanced language that would expand the sale of raw milk, in 
addition to creating an annual license for farm-to-table events. (Photo by Cami Koons/ICD)


