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 AREA & STATE

EXPERIENCE THE GERKIN DIFFERENCE
Money Saving Efficiency. 

Protection from the Ultraviolet Rays. 

Since 1906

SPENCER
731 S. GRAND AVE.
712-262-4962

SPIRIT LAKE
1102 Lake St.

712-336-3610

LAKE PARK
13 Market St.

712-832-3268OPEN: MONDAY - FRIDAY 7AM - 5PM

LEARN MORE AT WWW.GERKIN.COM

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

Bundle home & auto today

Insurance made easy.
It's called service.

Craig Neiderheiser, Agent

115 Grand Ave
Spencer, IA 51301-4224

Bus: 712-580-3070
claycountycraig.com
       
        

Neiderheiser Insurance Agency Inc

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Notice is hereby given that the Regional Transit Authority dba 
RIDES Board of Directors will conduct their regular business 
meeting on Thursday, June 27, 2024. The meeting will be held at 
the Regional Transit Authority Office, 522 10th Avenue East, 
Spencer, IA. The meeting will start at 10:30 a.m. 
 
The Regional Transit Authority (RTA) RIDES Board of Directors 
Meeting is open to all individuals regardless of disability. Any 
person with a disability requiring a reasonable accommodation to 
participate in a Board of Directors Meeting should contact the 
RTA Office at (800) 358-5037 at least three business days prior to 
the Board of Directors Meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PLEASE RUN IN THE NEXT ISSUE 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Notice is hereby given that the Regional Transit 
Authority dba RIDES Board of Directors will conduct 
their regular business meeting on Thursday, February 
19, 2026. The meeting will be held at the Regional 
Transit Authority Office, 522 10th Avenue East,
Spencer, IA. The meeting will start at 10:30 a.m.

The Regional Transit Authority (RTA) RIDES Board 
of Directors Meeting is open to all individuals 
regardless of disability. Any person with a disability 
requiring a reasonable accommodation to participate 
in a Board of Directors Meeting should contact the 
RTA Office at (800) 358-5037 at least three business 
days prior to the Board of Directors Meeting.

ordered their release Jan. 31. 
The Department of Home-

land Security said in a statement 
that “ICE did not target or arrest 
a child.” 

Rowley, also a Spirit Lake Re-
publican, encouraged compliance 
with law enforcement while ac-
knowledging that immigration 
enforcement is “not pretty.”

“I never understood how we 
tolerated the open borders,” he 
said. “We want to go back to those 
people who weren’t vetted. That’s 
the whole purpose of it.”

PROPERTY RIGHTS             
DEBATE CONTINUES

Legislators fielded a question 
about eminent domain legislation, 
tied to carbon capture pipelines. 

Evans said that an amendment 
to SF 2067 failed to eliminate the 
use of eminent domain for private 
pipeline projects. He cited the U.S. 
Constitution and the 2024 Repub-
lican Party platform, which both 
oppose using eminent domain to 
transfer property from one pri-
vate owner to another.

“I don’t think this project meets 
the requirements for eminent do-
main,” Evans said.

Rowley voted against the ini-
tial amendment but supported 
the bill as amended to keep ne-
gotiations moving. 

“If we don’t move this — in its 
form now or with some chang-
es — the discussion may be dead 
again,” Rowley said. “I don’t think 
anyone wants to see that.”

Jones invoked House Rule 76, 
which bars members from voting 
on legislation that would bene-

fit them financially. Her family’s 
property could be affected by the 
proposed pipelines.

“Since the end of the 2025 leg-
islative session, both my in-laws 
passed away,” Jones said. “My hus-
band and his sisters are navigating 
the legalities of the farm transition.”

Wills said he has voted to pro-
tect property rights for five years, 
but acknowledged lawmakers face 
an impasse.

“Nobody in this entire state is 
going to be happy with the solu-
tion we find,” Wills said. 

TAX RELIEF REMAINS PRIORITY
Residents pushed legislators on 

property tax reform and the state’s 
flat income tax.

Sherri Shadow, another Spen-
cer citizen, questioned whether 
the 3.8% flat tax places too much 
burden on lower-income Iowans. 

Evans noted Iowa ranks among 
the top 10 states for highest prop-
erty taxes.

“We’re literally taxing some el-
derly folks and fixed income peo-
ple out of their homes right now,” 
Evans said. 

Wills defended the state’s fiscal 
approach, saying Iowa maintains 
$3.6 billion in reserves despite 
planned budget deficits.

“Last year, we made more reve-
nue and income tax than we lost,” 
Wills said. “Income tax went up, 
it increased in revenue despite us 
cutting our income tax in half.” 

CONCERNS OVER FASCISM?
Constituents raised a question 

about fascism, authoritarianism, 
and what the assembled leaders 

“plan on doing professionally to 
prevent it.” 

One Spencer citizen cited a re-
cent leadership conference that 
used President Donald Trump as 
“an example of an authoritarian 
leadership style,” and referenced 
bills to annex counties from Min-
nesota and Illinois into Iowa. 

This references a 2025 propos-
al made by Iowa Se. Mike Bous-
selot, who suggested Iowa should 
purchase, or annex, nine southern 
Minnesota counties to expand its 
border. The proposal was dubbed 
“Make Minnesota Iowa Again.” 
Supporters argue that the land 
was historically part of the Iowa 
territory, and so the annexation 
“only makes sense.” 

Wills said that he “opposes fas-
cism” and pointed to the “Liber-
ties Legacy” initiative in the Iowa 
House, where legislators discuss 
significant moments in Ameri-
can history each week. 

“We have to remain vigilant and 
make sure those things don’t hap-
pen in our country,” Wills said. 

Rowley challenged the ques-
tion, noting that fascism isn’t ex-
clusive to any political ideology. 

“Fascism is authoritarianism 
that goes to great ends to con-
trol dictatorship and take control,” 
Rowley said. “We live in a dem-
ocratic republic. You have repre-
sentatives you elect, you work to-
gether, you resist, you hold to the 
constitution.” 

Rowley referenced the brown 
shirts of Nazi Germany, who 
“went around intimidating Jews 
and a lot of people.” 

“They would beat people in the 

streets and create havoc and cha-
os. They wanted to intimidate and 
be violent.” 

When constituents raised the 
argument that ICE “has been do-
ing the same thing,” their com-
ments were shot down. 

Rowley blamed groups like an-
tifa for the “chaos in Minneapo-
lis,” referencing the riots follow-
ing the death of George Floyd in 
May 2020. 

“We talked about a lot of groups 
out there,” Rowley said. “Thirty 
people were killed, billions of dol-
lars in damages done, and that’s 
an anti-fascist group. The proof is 
in the pudding. The actions they 
take. When was the last time Re-
publicans rioted? Excluding Jan. 6.” 

Evans cited American military 
history fighting fascist nations in 
World War II and communists in 
Korea and Vietnam. 

“We have a supreme law of the 
land,” Evans said. “It’s my intent to 
follow that constitution and abide 
by that oath when it’s not popular.”

Jones said she prides herself on 
working across the aisle, noting 
she had recently texted with the 
House minority leader, Rep. Brian 
Meyer, a Des Moines Democrat, 
about eminent domain. 

“Just because we have healthy 
debate doesn’t mean we’re fascist,” 
Jones said. “We all are friends. 
We’re Iowans.”

The Spencer Chamber of Com-
merce hosts Eggs and Issues fo-
rums through April. All sessions 
are held from 9-10:30 a.m. in the 
council chambers of Spencer City 
Hall. The next session is Satur-
day, Feb. 21.

continued from 1A

EGGS & ISSUES

AMBASSADORS FIND, VISIT SERENITEA
Ambassadors visited Sereni-
Tea Co. on Tuesday to celebrate 
the business’s grand opening 
and ribbon cutting. Tristen Thil-
ges, SereniTea owner, opened 
up the shop in mid-December 
and said she is excited to be a 
part of the Spencer community, 
which she was inspired by after 
the 2024 flood. SereniTea offers 
energy teas, dirty alanis, pro-
tein iced coffee, snacks, mer-
chandise and more. She is also 
on the Spencer Chamber Gift 
Card program. Congrats to Tris-
ten and welcome to the com-
munity. (Photo submitted)

Families across Northwest 
Iowa are invited to attend the 
15th Annual Family Fest on Sat-
urday, Feb. 28, from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at the Clay County Region-
al Events Center. 

The event is free to attend and 
offers a morning packed with 
hands-on activities, learning op-
portunities, and family fun for 
all ages. 

Family Fest has become a 
beloved community tradition 
over the past 15 years, bringing 
families together to play, explore 
and connect with local organiza-
tions. The event features inter-
active exhibits, imaginative play 
spaces and educational experi-
ences designed to engage chil-
dren while encouraging quali-
ty family time. 

Family Fest offers a variety of 
hands-on activities and interac-
tive exhibits from local orga-
nizations, including the Spen-
cer Family YMCA, Spencer 
Hospital, and other communi-
ty partners. Children will also 
have the opportunity to meet 
local first responders at Safe-
ty City, sponsored by Spencer 
Municipal Utilities, with repre-
sentatives from the Clay Coun-

ty Sheriff ’s Office, Spencer Fire 
Department and Spencer Police 
Department on site. 

Families can also enjoy Tiny 
Town, sponsored by Commu-
nity State Bank, an imagina-
tive play space for young chil-
dren; a Reading Nook hosted 
by Spencer Public Library and 
Spencer Reads; a Kids Zone with 
engaging activities; and booths 
from local nonprofits and ven-
dors highlighting community 
resources. 

A limited number of vendor 
booth spaces are still available 
for businesses and organiza-
tions interested in participat-
ing in Family Fest. Those inter-
ested can contact Stacey Meyer, 
event services director, at 712-
580- 3000 or events@claycoun-
tyfair.com for more information.

Sponsorship opportunities 
are also available. Sponsors re-
ceive recognition and on-site 
acknowledgments, along with 
the opportunity to host a 10-by-
10-foot booth at the event. Cus-
tomized sponsorship packages 
may be available. To learn more, 
contact Brent Burns, partner-
ship director, at 712-580-3000 
or brent@claycountyfair.com.


