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THINGS
T0 KNOW

THE AMERICAN
REVOLUTION

AFILMBY
KEN BURNS, SARAH BOTSTEIN & DAVID SCHMIDT

LIBRARY SCREENING
o PART OF REVOLUTION

The Spencer Public Li-
brary on Wednesday, Jan. 28,
at 2 p.m., will host a Spirit of
Service screening reel of Ken
Burnss new documentary;,
“The American Revolution”
The Spirit of Service screening
reel includes selected excerpts
from the series and is designed
to encourage thoughtful dis-
cussion about the American
Revolution, especially around
the spirit of service in Amer-
ican culture. There will be a
30-minute film clip with a dis-
cussion after. It is free to the
public. Call 712-580-7290 for
more information.

LITTLE LEAGUE
o REGISTRATION

SYBSA announced registra-
tion for Spencer Little League
began Monday, Jan. 12, and
is underway through Sunday,
Feb. 8. Summer ball is open to
boys and girls in grades K-8,
with registration ranging from
$75 to $95 depending on the
player’s grade. Registration af-
ter the Feb. 8 deadline is $20
more. Register at spencerlittle-
league.org. Team sponsors are
being sought as well, and you
can email spencerlittleleague@
outlook.com for information.

EGGS & ISSUES
o SETFOR JAN. 31

It’s time to begin thinking
about citizen duties with re-
gard to checking in with local
legislators during the upcom-
ing session. The first of three
Eggs & Issues forums with law-
makers, hosted by the Spen-
cer Chamber, is set for Satur-
day, Jan. 31, 9-10:30 a.m., at
the Spencer City Hall Cham-
bers. Other dates are Satur-
days, Feb. 21 and March 28.

GASSA PRESENTS
o ‘GRIDLOCK’ FILM

“Gridshock,” a film about
sex trafficking in Iowa, will be
presented by the Spencer of-
fice of Centers Against Abuse
& Sexual Assault on Thursday,
Feb. 26, 6-8 p.m., at the Spen-
cer Hospital. Seating is limit-
ed to 80 people. You can reg-
ister by calling 712-363-5042.

SPENGER YPS
o PLAN TRIVIA NIGHT

Spencer Young Professionals
will have a trivia night Tues-
day, Feb. 3, with doors opening
at 6:30 p.m. and the event at 7
p.m. Its at the Spencer Munici-
pal Golf Course. Contact spen-
ceriayp@gmail.com for details.
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LOST REVENUE

SPENGER FINANGE GOMMITTEE GOULD
RETHINK LOGAL SALES TAX ALLOGATIONS

Discussion comes amid
renewed push to limit
local government revenue

NICK LOWREY
News Editor
nlowrey@spencerdailyreporter.com

The Spencer City Council’s Finance
Committee continued to weigh options
for how to allocate the city’s sales tax reve-
nue, including taking a hard look at dras-
tically cutting the amount of money giv-
en to local nonprofits.

During the Finance Committee’s sec-
ond meeting held Jan. 15 at City Hall,
City Manager Kevin Robinson present-
ed a proposal that would cut the amount
of city sales tax revenue available to local
nongovernment groups by almost 70%
compared to last year’s budget.

He said the city’s current practice of
allocating sales tax revenue to outside
groups can actually force the city to bor-
row money and use property taxes to fund
certain city projects it wouldn’t other-
wise need to.

Robinson presented data showing how
many of its sales tax dollars Spencer has
regularly been allocated to nongovern-
mental groups, such as the Clay County
Council on Aging or Arts on Grand. City
Finance records show that sales tax allo-
cations, including LOST and hotel/motel
tax revenue to nongovernment groups,
grew from $267,300 in fiscal year 2017
to $508,700 in the current fiscal year, FY
2026. Meanwhile, the state legislature and
Gov. Kim Reynolds have recently intro-
duced bills into the 2026 legislative ses-
sion that would place limits on cities’ rev-
enue growth.

“What is driving urgency here is the
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combination of the governor’s proposals,
which are going to significantly impact
our revenue streams, and a clear trend
— if you look at the numbers, we can-
not sustain the way we've been allocat-
ing funds,” Finance Committee Chair Lo-
ren Reit said.

The governor said, during her Jan. 13
Condition of the State address, that her
plan calls for $3 billion in property tax
relief over six years, paired with stricter
limits on how cities can use debt service
levies and economic development tools
such as Tax Increment Financing, threat-
ening to shrink local budgets and, like-
ly, leading to big changes in how cities,
counties and even school districts deliv-
er their services.

“That’s $3 billion of reduced budget in
local government over the next six years,”
Robinson said. “(The governor) also said
that the debt service levy in the future
could only be used for infrastructure. So
the relevance is that it really narrows what
we can use our general obligation debt for”

Both the LOST and hotel/motel taxes
were originally approved by voters and
have some built-in restrictions on their
use. In the case of the LOST, the ordi-
nance creating it included provisions to
give Spencer schools 25% of the reve-
nue and another 10% to the Clay Coun-
ty Fair as incentives to convince voters to
approve the measure. In FY 2026, Spen-
cer schools received $540,000, and the
fair got $216,000

Informal agreements reached during the
LOST approval campaign included creat-
ing a way for nongovernment groups to
get some of the money, too. Meanwhile,
at least half of hotel/motel tax revenues,
roughly $200,000, must be spent on recre-
ation, culture or entertainment — things
that might attract hotel visitors. The oth-
er half can be spent on any legal purpose.
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The push to change how the city allo-
cates its sales tax dollars has been brew-
ing since 2025. But, in the wake of the
June 2024 flood, the Finance Commit-
tee and City Council decided to wait on
major changes.

“We kept the amounts the same that
they got the previous fiscal year, and then
we kept the funding sources the same,’
Reit said. “We just didn’t mess with it”

That approach allowed the city to fulfill
longstanding commitments to local orga-
nizations, even as new requests emerged.

This year, staff projects the city will
have $450,000 from hotel/motel tax and
$390,000 of unobligated funds from LOST
available for city projects or outside agen-
cy and NGO allocations. The proposal
Robinson presented Jan. 15 would cap the
amount of LOST and hotel/motel reve-
nue available to nongovernment groups
at $150,000. City staff also proposed us-
ing funds from the city’s Tax Increment
Financing fund to support economic de-
velopment groups such as the Spencer
Chamber of Commerce and Iowa Lakes
Corridor Development Corporation.

Robinson also called for the finance
committee to consider implementing a
public transit property tax levy of up to
9 cents per thousand dollars of value to
help fund the local public transit author-
ity, Rides. Federal and state public tran-
sit grants have been drying up in recent
years, and Rides has been asking local
governments for more funding as a re-
sult. Last year, Rides asked Spencer for
$20,000. This year, the organization is
asking for $35,000, an amount that isn’t
likely to shrink any time soon.

The committee will meet again next
week and decide whether to cap NGO
allocations and begin discussing the next
phase of the city’s budget process, the cap-
ital improvement plan.

Guard
members
killed in

attack
honored

ROBIN OPSAHL
lowa Capital Dispatch

iowacapitaldispatch.com

Maj. Gen. Stephen Osborn, the
adjutant general of the Iowa Na-
tional Guard, began his 2026 Con-
dition of the Guard address Thurs-
day by honoring the loss of two
National Guard service members.

Osborn’s remarks come just
over a month after Sgt. William
Nathaniel Howard of Marshall-
town and Sgt. Edgar Brian Torres-
Tovar of Des Moines, were killed
in Palmyra, Syria, during an at-
tack by a lone gunman associat-
ed with the Islamic State group.
Three other Jowa National Guard
members were injured, and an-
other U.S. civilian was killed in
the Dec. 13, 2025, attack.

“We begin today with heavy
hearts, reflecting on the pro-
found loss of two of our finest
soldiers,” Osborn said. “Yet even
in this time of sorrow, we have
witnessed something powerful
— the strength, the unity and the
compassion of the state of Iowa.
On behalf of the entire Iowa Na-
tional Guard, I want to express
our deepest gratitude for the over-
whelming outpouring of care and
respect shown to our fallen he-
roes and their families”

Osborn thanked Iowans for
their support of the National
Guard, the soldiers and their fam-
ilies following the attack, in ad-
dition for the continued support
of the three Guard members who
were injured. He also honored the
more than 1,800 Iowa soldiers and
airmen who are still deployed in
the Middle East, where they “con-
tinue to carry out critical missions
that are ongoing, demanding and
vital to our national security”

Lt. Col. Jeremy Taylor, depu-
ty state chaplain in the Towa Na-
tional Guard, was brought to the
podium to lead the chamber in
prayer honoring Torres-Tovar
and Howard, saying “these young
men, Lord, were willing to walk
through the shadow of the valley
of death, doing what they loved
and serving others.

“They embodied what you
taught us that there is no greater
love than this, than to lay down
one’s life for one’s friends,” he said.

In her Condition of the State
address Tuesday, Gov. Kim Reyn-
olds also honored the Iowans who
died in the attack. Howard’s wife,
parents and brother attended the
address while the Torres-Tovar
family held a memorial service at
their local church Tuesday night.
Reynolds said “their service lives

GUARDSMEN HONORED

continued on 2A

RUSS MITCHELL
Managing Editor

news@spencerdailyreporter.com

Leo “Butch” Parks began his
most well-known business with
the philosophy that buying a boat
ought to be one of life’s most plea-
surable experiences — and what
follows should be just as much fun.

“The finer things in life you only
have for a short time: tulips, lilacs
and Okoboji,” he said in 1991.

In that spirit, his family is throw-
ing what they call “one hell of a
party” starting at 5 p.m. Friday,
Jan. 16, at Snappers in Okoboji.

Parks, the founder of Parks
Marina and longtime operator
of the Barefoot Bar, the Gar-
dens, O’Farrell Sisters, Snappers
and Okoboji Boat Works, passed
away on Tuesday, Jan. 6. He was
81 years old.

The family asks well-wishers to
wear Barefoot apparel to his cele-
bration — and perhaps consider

a gift to the Butch Parks Schol-
arship Fund through the Spirit
Lake Foundation.

Parks was raised in Okoboji
and was a farmer and hog produc-
er near Spirit Lake for 17 years.

Already proficient in mechan-
ics and motor repair, Parks revo-
lutionized the East Lake Okobo-
ji shoreline with the purchase of
Gibson’s Sporting Goods, on Sept.
1, 1983. He changed the name to
Parks Marina and expanded op-
erations to continue boat repairs

Marina district icon Butch Parks passes away

while adding marinas, sales, ser-
vice, storage, boat rentals, a pro
shop and specialty retail stores.
Within a year, Parks Marina
was named the top Yamaha out-
board dealer in the Midwest, sur-
passing the Chicago and Minne-
apolis markets. The marina’s loca-
tions in Okoboji and Sioux Falls
became the No. 1 dealer in the
world for Crownline boats as well.

PARKS PASSES

continued on 2A
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