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Treatment of elderly mother raises couple’s hackles

EAR ABBY: I have been
D happily married for 30

years. Unfortunately, my
wife’s family (two older sisters
and her mother, who is 97) have
rejected not only
me, but now my
wife. While our
relationship with
my mother-in-
law is cordial, our
relationship with
her sisters is poor.

Recently, her

sisters put their
mother into an
elder care facility without
informing us, much less invit-
ing us to tour the facility. By the
time we found out, the paper-
work had already been signed.
The facility is two hours away
from where she had been living

DEAR ABBY

(closer to the oldest sister),
meaning my MIL will be forced
to give up her social life and her
doctors of 30-plus years. (She
lived in a big city, so finding
a facility near her apartment
would have been easy.)

Starting anew is hard at
any age. My mother-in-law
says she’s depressed about
this. It is unclear whether she
was competent to make this
decision, but litigation seems
futile and out of our budget.
Ranting at my wife’s sisters
would be a waste of time, but
sitting here in silent anger is
untenable as well. I guess we
are looking for validation that it
is reasonable to be angry, even
if we don’t act on that anger,
unless you have better advice
for this situation. — UPSET IN

PENNSYLVANIA

DEAR UPSET: I will assume
that your sister-in-law has
power of attorney for your
mother-in-law, who has
reached the point that she
needs an increasing amount
of care. By age 97, it stands to
reason that most of her friends
have passed on. It makes sense
that she would be moved into
assisted living close enough
that your sisters-in-law could
see her often.

While it would have been nice
had your wife been kept in the
loop about the move, her rela-
tionship with her sisters isn’t
cordial. You both are entitled
to your feelings about what has
happened, but please don’t let
it rule your lives.

DEAR ABBY: Recently, our

good friends of 35 years, “Cher-
ise” and “Robert,” announced
the upcoming wedding of their
daughter. Our children grew up
together. Invitations have not
been sent out, but they have let
us know the date and location
of the destination wedding. My
husband and I will go, but my
children won’t be able to make
it because of their jobs, kids,
etc.

Cherise called me today, very
upset, to tell me how hurt she
is. Abby, our children went
their separate ways 20 years
ago. They never see each other!
My son had planned a desti-
nation wedding five years ago
(which didn’t happen because
of COVID), and Cherise’s
entire family declined, which
I completely understood.

I’'m confused about why her
reaction was so strong. I'm
not telling my children about
this because they will feel
bad. Should I let this go? —
THROWN IN OREGON
DEAR THROWN: Yes, let it
go. Your children are adults and
have their own priorities. You
can’t control them, nor should
you try. I'm sorry Cherise is
upset, but your children are not
responsible for it. The “kids”
are not as close as she assumed
they were, and she is going to
have to learn to accept that.
Dear Abby is written by Abi-
gail Van Buren, also known
as Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.
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Shooting victim’s blood not found on accused’s clothes

NICK HYTREK
nhytrek@siouxcityjournal.com

SIOUX CITY — ADNA analyst
noted and tested several stains

Defense
attorney
Tiffany
Kragnes puts

Sentence

From Al

“His constitutional right to an appeal
was then taken away,” Knoff said, granting
a defense motion for a resentencing.

With the sentence imposed again, Cas-

on the clothing Jamie Allen was
wearing the day his wife was shot
and killed, but Stacey Allen’s
blood was not detected on any
of the areas in
question.

Of the all the
stains tested on
ashirt,jeansand
shoes, just one
tested positive
for blood, said
Sabrina Seeha-
fer, a DNA ana-
lyst at the Towa
Division of Criminal Investiga-
tion crime lab. That one positive
result showed the blood was Jamie
Allen’s.

Stacey Allen’s blood was not
found on any of her husband’s
clothing items, Seehafer testified
Thursday.

Allen, 50, has pleaded not guilty
of first-degree murder for the
May 10, 2024, shooting death of
47-year-old Stacey Allen in the
back yard of their home at 1901
Granite Ave. in Onawa, Iowa.

Law enforcement officers who
responded to Jamie Allen’s 911 call
reporting the shooting found him
crying and kneeling over his wife’s
body, which had a single gunshot
woundin the chest.

“He was asking us to help her;’
Monona County Sheriff’s Deputy
Kalvin Schumacher-Hinrickson
said on the second day of testi-
mony in Allen’s trial in Woodbury
County District Court, where the

Allen

trialhas been moved after District
Judge Zachary Hindman, who is
presiding over the case, deter-
mined Allen could not receive a
fair trial in Monona County.

Schumacher-Hinrickson said
a 12-gauge shotgun was found
about 15 feet from Stacey Allen’s
body, and he photographedit and
secured it as evidence.

The gun was later found to
have a fired shell in one chamber
and anunfired shellin the second
chamber.

Kristin Hart, a DCI criminal-
ist who analyzed the gun, said
testing showed the fired shell

provided to her was fired by the
shotgun. Wadding from a test-
fired shell also was similar to the
wadding removed from Stacey
Allen’s body, Hart said.

No DNA profiles could be
developed from the two shells
removed from the gun, Seehafer
said, a result that was not sur-
prising because skin cells usu-
ally don’t stick to the smooth
surfaces on ammunition and can
be shaken loose when the gun is
fired.

Hart said the gun was in work-
ing condition, and the trigger
must be pulled for it to fire. Asked

her hand on
Jamie Allen’s
shoulder while
listening to a
recording of a
911 call during
the first day of
his first-degree
murder trial
Wednesday.
Allen, 50,

has pleaded
not guilty of
first-degree
murder for the
May 10, 2024,
shooting death
of his wife,
Stacey Allen, in
Onawa, lowa.
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by defense counsel about acci-
dental firings, Hart said on the
gun in this case, the trigger still
would need to be pulled in some
fashion for it to fire.

Jurors on Wednesday had
heard Jamie Allen’s distraught
call to 911 in which he said he’d
shot his wife, but he hadn’t meant
todoso.

Because the prosecution’s
scheduled witness for Thursday
afternoon was sick, the trial con-
cluded for the day before noon.
The trial will not be in session
Friday or Monday and is sched-
uled to resume Tuesday.

New date set for Sioux City cold case murder trial

NICK HYTREK
nhytrek@siouxcityjournal.com

SIOUX CITY — A murder
case that’s stretched out more
than 40 years is now scheduled
to go to trial this summer.

District Judge Tod Deck
rescheduled Thomas Popp’s
murder trial for Aug. 11 in
Woodbury County District
Court.

Popp, 63, has pleaded not
guilty of first-degree mur-
der for the 1983 death of Terri
McCauley.

Popp had been scheduled to
go to trial Feb. 17, but public
defender John Loos last month
asked foracontinuancebecause
he needed more time to pre-
pare for trial. Two of his expert
witnesses had not yet com-
pleted their work or submitted

reports, Loos
told Deck
during a Janu-
ary hearing.

Woodbury
County Attor-
ney James
Loomis had
resisted  the
request for
a continuance, saying the
McCauley family should
not have to keep waiting for
closure.

Deck granted the continu-
ance, saying that denying the
defense time to adequately
prepare for trial could lead
to further delays and even a
retrial if Popp was found guilty
in February and later granted a
retrial if an appeals court found
his right to a fair trial had been

Popp

denied because his defense
wasn’t given enough time to
work on his case.

McCauley, 18, was last seen
alive getting into a white Chevy
Novain a Sioux City parking lot
in the early morning of Sept.
26,1983.

Aman walking his dog found
McCauley’s partially clothed
and decomposed body more
than a week later on Oct. 6
near 33rd and Pavonia streets.
Investigators determined
McCauley had been shot in the
face with a 20-gauge shotgun.

Three months later, police
connected a white Chevy Nova,
a 20-gauge shotgun and other
evidence to establish a suspect
in McCauley’s case. Though
circumstantial evidence
seemed to point to the Nova’s

driver, a search of the vehicle
produced no proof McCauley
had been inside it. Prosecu-
tors decided against proceed-
ing with charges against the
original suspect at the time
because they wanted more
concrete evidence that could
help ensure a conviction. That
evidence never was developed.

Years later, police resubmit -
ted DNA evidence to a labora-
tory in hopes DNA technology
advances would provide new
leads, but it did not.

A Woodbury County grand
jury indicted Popp last January.
He was arrested in Washing-
ton and returned to Woodbury
County in March. Authorities
have not said what evidence
linked Popp to McCauley’s
death.

tellanos-Rosales can file a new appeal. His
attorney, Nicole Laughlin, said it will be
filed once the new judgment is entered
into the court file. Notice will be served
to all the parties required under state law,
she added.

A Union County jury in June found Cas-
tellanos-Rosales, 41, guilty of first-degree
murder for the April 25, 2023, stabbing
death of 23-year-old Jordan Beardshear,
and he was subsequently sentenced to a
mandatory sentence of life in prison with-
out parole.

Manuel de Castro Jr., one of two attor-
neys who represented Castellanos-Ro-
sales at trial, filed a notice of appeal and
had it served on the South Dakota Attor-
ney General’s Office, which prosecuted
the case for the Union County State’s
Attorney’s Office.

In October, the South Dakota Supreme
Court said notice of appeal was not prop-
erly served because notice was not also
served on the Union County State’s Attor-
ney’s Office in accordance with South
Dakota law, which requires service on
the prosecuting attorney in the county
in which the case took place. The court
dismissed the appeal Dec. 8 on a3-2 vote.

Laughlin filed a motion for anew judg-
ment two weeks later, citing a state statute
granting a refiling of the appeal if a judge
finds an applicant was denied the right
to appeal a conviction in violation of the
U.S. or state constitutions. Under those
circumstances, the court canissue anew
judgment and impose the same sentence.

The Attorney General’s Office did not
resist the motion and agreed Castella-
nos-Rosales’ attorney’s oversight when
serving notice of appeal the first time
should not be held against him.

“The defendant should not be deprived
of his right to appeal because of a service
error,” Assistant South Dakota Attorney
General Alexis Tracy, one of the two trial
prosecutors, said at Thursday’s hearing in
Union County Circuit Court.

Castellanos-Rosales was found guilty
of stabbing Beardshear numerous times
while their then-1-year-old son was
present.

Castellanos-Rosales denied killing
Beardshear and testified at trial that
Beardshear became upset when he threat -
ened to take their son from her and she
attacked him with a knife, telling him
she’d kill him and then herself.

He said during Beardshear’s attempts to
slash and stab him, she had poked herself
with the knife, then fell to her knees and
put the knife through her neck.

Jurors heard a translation of a phone
call Castellanos-Rosales made the day
after Beardshear’s death to his estranged
wife in which he said three times he had
killed her.

Castellanos-Rosales later fled to
Mexico, where he was apprehended
and returned to Union County for
prosecution.
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