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“The only thing that 
will make you happy is 
being happy with who 
you are, and not who 
people think you are.”

 An Odebolt, Iowa, woman accused 
of pandering and harassment has 
pleaded guilty.
 On Tuesday, March 3, court 
documents show 47-year-old Kristal 
Miller pleaded guilty to one count of 
harassment.
 As previously reported, Miller was 
originally charged with one count of 
pandering for prostitution and two 
counts of harassment. One count of 
harassment and the pandering charge 
were dropped as part of her guilty 
plea.
 She pleaded not guilty to the 
original charges back in January 2026 
and waived her right to a speedy 
trial.
 The guilty plea originated from 
Miller’s charges in connection 
with two incidents that occurred on 
Thursday, Dec. 18, 2025.
 Miller reportedly went to the 
Casey’s General Store, located at 100 
Pearl St. in Aurelia, at 6:15 a.m. Court 
documents state Miller approached an 
employee and customers, requesting 

money.
 Documents also reveal Miller 
approached an employee to remove a 
string from her sweatshirt. Authorities 
also say Miller claimed she was 
wanted by the FBI and told people, if 
anyone called the police, “she would 
kill them.”
 On the same day, at 7 p.m., Miller 
reportedly approached a female 
employee outside an Aurelia daycare 
asking for money. Authorities say 
Miller suggested the employee leave 
her boyfriend, and if she did, then 
both she and Miller would be paid.
 Documents state when the employee 
said no, Miller became upset and 
began to yell. Law enforcement says 
Miller allegedly threatened to “steal 
her car” and “take her away to her 
guys to start a new life.”
 Miller’s next day in court has not 
been scheduled. Under Iowa law, 
Miller faces up to two years in prison 
after pleading guilty to her harassment 
charge.

Odebolt Woman Charged with Harassment 
Pleads Guilty 

Lake View Speaker Series 
Concludes April 4th
 The third season of the Lake 
View Speaker Series will conclude 
on Saturday, April 4th, with former 
NASA chief astronaut, Captain 
Robert 'Hoot' Gibson. A native of 
upstate New York, his bachelor's 
was in aeronautical engineering 
from California Polytechnic State 
University. After joining the U.S. 
Navy, he advanced through all levels 
of flight training as an aviation 
officer and became a graduate of its 
'Top Gun' school. He served aboard 
aircraft carriers in Southeast Asia and 
later became a test pilot.  
 He was selected as an astronaut by 
NASA in 1978 and flew on five space 
shuttle missions. His first space flight 
was in 1984 as the pilot on Challenger 
and then served as commander on 
four subsequent flights through 1995 
aboard shuttles Columbia, Endeavor, 
and twice Atlantis. In total, he spent 
36-1/2 days in space.  During his final 
years at NASA, he was Chief of the 
Astronaut Office.
 After NASA, he continued 
test piloting, became involved 
in competitive air races, and has 
worked with the NTSB. His long 
list of awards and honors includes 
the U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame, the 
National Aviation Hall of Fame, and 
the military's Distinguished Flying 
Cross, Humanitarian Service Medal, 
and Vietnam Service Medal.
 Capt. Gibson was preceded on this 
year's slate of speakers by Valerie 
Hemingway in October, author of 
'Running with the Bulls, My Years 
with the Hemingways'. In January, 
Olympic gold medalist and track 
legend Billy Mills spoke at the 
Community Center.
 Capt. Gibson's talk is scheduled for 
2:00 p.m. on Saturday, April 4th, at the 
Lake View Community Center. The 
event is free and open to the public, 
and all are encouraged to attend.
 

 The Shull Center will host a special 
historical presentation, “MASH: 
Flying the Wounded,” on Friday, 
March 28 at 7:00 p.m. 
 This engaging talk explores the 
real-life Mobile Army Surgical 
Hospital (MASH) units that served 
during the Korean War and the cultural 
legacy created by the hit television 
series M*A*S*H. Drawing directly 
from interviews and stories shared 
by both Korean War veterans and 
actors from the show, the presentation 
offers a unique look at how battlefield 
medicine saved countless lives and 
how those experiences later shaped 
one of television’s most beloved 
programs. 

 The Iowa Auditor of State’s 
Office is urging the City of Early to 
tighten its financial oversight after a 
new agreed-upon procedures report 
identified 16 findings tied to internal 
controls, budgeting, and compliance 
with state law. 
 Eleven of those issues have appeared 
in previous audits, prompting Auditor 
Rob Sand to again remind city leaders 
of their fiduciary duty to exercise 
“watchful and responsible care” over 
public funds.
 One of the most significant 
concerns centers on segregation of 
duties. According to the report, a 
single employee handled multiple 
steps in key financial processes—
from collecting cash to preparing 
disbursements, managing payroll, and 
entering utility billing information. 
Auditors say concentrating so many 
responsibilities with one person 
increases the risk of errors or misuse 
of funds and urged the city to involve 
elected officials in independent 
reviews.
 The audit also flagged problems 
with bank reconciliations, including 
an unresolved $11,675 variance 
between the city’s general ledger and 
its reconciliation system as of June 
30, 2025. Outstanding transactions 
on the city’s cash report were also 
$306 higher than the supporting 
register, and the person reviewing 
reconciliations did not document the 
date of review.
 Financial pressures were also 
evident. Three city funds—Economic 
Development, Debt Service, and 
Water—ended the fiscal year with 

deficit balances totaling more than 
$59,000. Auditors recommended the 
city take steps to restore those funds 
to a sound financial position.
 Compliance issues extended to 
the city’s Local Option Sales Tax 
revenue. Early voters approved a 
formula requiring 20 percent of Local 
Option Sales Tax receipts to support 
property tax relief and 80 percent 
for any lawful purpose. But auditors 
found the city transferred only 9.8 
percent to the General Fund and 
failed to transfer the required $15,000 
to its Capital Projects and Equipment 
Replacement Fund.
 Other findings included an 
inaccurate Annual Financial Report, 
which overstated the city’s ending 
balance by $59,258, and a failure to 
deliver August 2024 council minutes 
to a local newspaper within the 15-day 
window required by Iowa law. The 
city also allowed disbursements to 
exceed budgeted amounts in several 
categories and published its budget 
hearing notice just one day before 
the meeting—far short of the 10-day 
minimum required.
 Additional issues involved 
missing documentation for some 
disbursements, a payroll timesheet 
lacking supervisory review, improper 
coding of receipts, and the city’s 
use of a debit card, which auditors 
recommend discontinuing due to 
limited fraud protections.
 The Auditor’s Office provided 
recommendations for each issue and 
emphasized the need for stronger 
policies, independent reviews, and 
more cons.

State Auditor Flags Ongoing Oversight Issues 
for City of Early 

 The former owner of Holzhauer 
Motors has pled not guilty to charges 
of theft and illegal enterprise.
 64-year-old Daniel Winchell was 
arrested back on December 8th, 
eventually being charged in Cherokee 
County with eight counts of first-
degree theft, one court of illegal 
enterprise, and one count of ongoing 
criminal conduct. On February 9th, 
Winchell was also charged in Buena 
Vista County with three additional 
counts of first-degree theft and one 
count of ongoing criminal conduct, 
bringing the total number of charges 
to 14.
 The alleged thefts took place at 
Holzhauer’s locations in Cherokee 
and Storm Lake. According to court 
documents, Winchell allegedly kept 
fees customers paid for vehicle 
titles and registrations, and did not 
turn them in to county treasurers. 
Customers would then have to also 
pay the treasurer to obtain them. He 
allegedly sold 63 vehicles out of trust, 

Former Holzhauer Motors Owner Pleads Not 
Guilty to Criminal Charges 

with money collected but not repaid 
to lenders exceeding $10,000.
 In addition to the criminal charges, 
Winchell also currently faces multiple 
lawsuits. Court documents show that 
Winchell has waived his right to a 
speedy trial, currently set for June 
2nd, and his arraignment in Buena 
Vista County has taken place on 
Monday, February 23.

 Daniel Winchell

 Audience members will gain 
insight into the development of 
frontline medical care, the crucial 
role of evacuation helicopters, and the 
remarkable work performed by MASH 
personnel under combat conditions. 
 The presentation will be delivered 
by Chris Henry, Director of the EAA 
Aviation Museum. Henry has worked 
in aviation since the age of 12 and 
has spent much of his career in the 
aviation museum field. In addition to 
his museum leadership, he has served 
as both a medical helicopter dispatcher 
and an air traffic controller, bringing a 
deep and practical perspective to the 
history of medical aviation. 
 

Shull Center to Present “Mash - Flying the Wounded” 
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Business & Professional Directory
Specializing in short term rehabilitation to 

return you back home
For more information, give

us a call at 712-668-4867
Not for profit organization

Twilight Acres - “A Home with a Heart”
600 W. 6th Street, Wall Lake, IA

Phone: 712-664-2248
FAX: 712-664-2698

Boerner & Goldsmith
Law Firm, P.C.

Laurel Boerner - Peter Goldsmith
Phone 712-364-2421

Ida Grove, IA

Christensen - Van Houten
Funeral Home &

Monuments
“Caring for families

of this Area Since 1908”
712-668-2303 or 712364-2727

HAUSMAN ELECTRIC
Owners: Dave & Glenda Hausman
The Power to LIGHT UP Your Life.

• Class-A Master Electrician
• Insured • 25 Year Experience

PHONE: 712-668-4188 • CELL 712-660-8497

Residential, Farm, Commercial, Industrial, 
Trenching, Aerial Lift, Underground Locating.

PETSCHAUER
Plumbing & Heating

Air
Conditioning

Carnarvon, IA
Ph. 712-664-2075

Clayton Petschauer

WALL LAKE, IOWA 51450
712-664-2357

CARROLL LUMBER
712-792-9231

LAKE VIEW LUMBER
712-665-2851

ODEBOLT LUMBER
712-688-2248

Everything to Build Everything

Community Pharmacy
Your local computerized pharmacy

Makayla Ernst, Pharmacist
Lake View, IA 51450

(712) 665-8554

Hospitality for
One and All!

Taking bookings for the
Wall Lake

Community Center
Anniversaries  •  Birthdays •  Showers

Festivals  •  Graduations  •  Parties
Reunions  •  Retirements •  Milestones

Wedding •  Receptions/Dances

Call Nancy at 712-830-6296

AJ’s TV
Sales & Service

Dealer for:
Sharp

We service all brands!

407 Main St. • Lake View
New Number! (712) 665-2100

& Golf Cars
3444 Mace Ave.

Wall Lake, Iowa 51466
Phone 712-664-2683

IA Watts 800-522-1968

DRESSELHUIS
and

HEIDENREICH
LAW FIRM

Ph. 712-668-2250  Odebolt, IA

Odebolt Community Center
Book us for. . . Weddings. . .Anniversaries. . .Reunions. . .Graduations. . .
Birthdays. . .Retirements. . .Proms. . .Private, Public, or Company Parties, 
etc. All in a single floor ground level building with no stairs, large kitchen, 
an outdoor rock garden & plenty of parking.

Contact Jenny Sorensen, 712-369-0059  or visit:www.odebolt.net/community-center 

SAC COUNTY MUTUAL
TELEPHONE COMPANY

FAMILY 1st

DENTAL
110 S. 6th St.., Suite 5,

Sac City 662-4766
1331 W. Main 

 Lake City 464-3124
Monday thru Friday          Dr. R. Louie Ching

FUNERAL HOMES & CREMATION CENTER
“Where Service with Dignity is a Tradition”

Odeolt • Phone 712-668-2213

Day 712-668-2243
Nights 712-668-4843

or 712-6754236

Hemer’s
Plumbing & Heating

24 Hour Service
Everyday of the Year!

Judisch Vision Clinic
Jon P. Judisch, O.D.

1160-3rd Street, Lake View, IA
Ph. (712) 665-3304

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday: CLOSED

Tuesday: 8:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 1:30 p.m.-5:00 p.m.

Thursday: CLOSED
Friday: CLOSED

Dr. Judisch will continue to see patients 
in Lake View on Tuesdays

WALL LAKE 
CHIROPRACTIC CENTER
Jennifer F. Vondrak, D.C.

Specializing in family & sports 
chiropractic care & acupuncture

224 West First St.
South of P.O. in Wall Lake

HOURS:
M 1-7, t 9-5. W 9-Noon

Th & Fri 9-5:30, Sat by appt.
Ph: 712-664-2054

Extraordinary Care. 
Close To Home.

• Professional Staff
• State-of-the-Art Surgery

211 Highland Avenue  
Sac City, Iowa
712-662-7105 • 
800-344-3767 • 

www.loringhospital.org

      better water. pure and simple.
 Ida Grove, Iowa 51445                          

TELEPHONE: 712-364-2720
idagrove@culliganadvantage.com

Culligan Water Conditioning

Odebolt - Wall Lake - Early
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A Progressive Newspaper Boosting The Communities It Serves

TERRY NEVILLE
3576 Buchanan Ave Kiron, IA 51448

Cell: (712) 660-1645 
Office: (712) 253-9446 (712) 675-4496

CHEMICALS, FUNGICIDE, INSECTICIDE
EVERY BUSHEL COUNTS

JAMES BODY & GLASS
JAMES PIERCE

128 N. WALNUT STREET
ODEBOLT, IA 51458
PH. 712-668-2262

223 Main Street
Lake View, IA 51450

712-665-2205
lvfoods98@gmail.com

Hours:
Monday through Thursday 

8 am to 5 pm 
Fridays from 8 am to noon.

224 S. Main St., 
Odebolt, IA

Ph. 712-668-2282

Odebolt 
Family Health Center

Joey Hoefling ARNP

712-664-2221
844-664-2221


