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WALL LAKE NEWS

100 years

2025 Honorary Master Pork Producer
 Speed Herrig was recognized as a 2025 Honorary Master Pork Producer 
during the 2026 Iowa Pork Congress. 
 Speed Herrig of Wall Lake, Iowa, has spent a lifetime turning good food 
and good humor into powerful promotion for pork producers. Raised on 
the century farm where he still lives and works, Speed’s story began with 
chores and hand pitching hog manure, lessons that built his work ethic and 
his lifelong respect for the families who raise pigs. Today, that same farm is 
home to his automotive repair shop and close to the headquarters of Cookies 
Food Products, a barbecue brand that has helped put Iowa pork on plates 
across the country.  
 Speed grew up learning the value of work and resourcefulness. After high 
school, he worked construction, then walked into a recruiter’s office intend-
ing to join the Marines and came out as a Navy aircraft mechanic instead. 
When his service ended, he came home and opened an automotive repair 
shop on the farm while raising his three kids alongside his late wife, Judy.  
 What began in 50-gallon kettles at three in the morning has grown into a 
120,000- square-foot facility cooking in 500-gallon kettles, producing every-
thing from single-serve packets to 300-gallon totes, often destined for flavor-
ing pork. From the beginning, Speed tied Cookies Food Products directly to 
the pork industry. He worked with county pork producer groups at grilling 
and promotions, partnered with the National Pork Board and Tama County 
Pork at World Pork Expo, and spent years on media tours talking about 
pork’s versatility and how to cook it right. The Cookies Food Products Rib 
Wagon and smokers have rolled to grocery stores, county events, and race-
tracks from Mitchell, South Dakota, to Kansas City, Charlotte, Daytona, 
and Iowa Speedway. Speed has cooked well over 100,000 racks of ribs and 
more than 100,000 pounds of pulled pork, always with pork front and cen-
ter.  
 Speed shows consumers how to enjoy pork at the proper temperature and 
in many forms, from stuffed loins and stir-fry to ribs and pulled pork. He 
champions boneless loins as one of the best protein buys in the meat case 
and shares recipes, tips, and Cookies Food Products flavor enhancer with 
anyone who asks. He loves nothing more than seeing someone’s face light up 
when they taste juicy, properly cooked pork after years of overcooking it.  
 Speed’s impact stretches far beyond the grill. He has built Cookies Food 
Products into a long-standing rural employer, with many team members 
staying 20 to 40 years. Both Speed and Cookies Food Products have long 
been committed to giving back. Through the Iowa Barbecue Society, he 
helped secure a proclamation naming October as Senior Barbecue Month, 
then backed it up by taking pulled pork to local nursing homes and senior 
meal sites so older neighbors could enjoy a special pork meal.

Story Time at Wall Lake Library
 On Monday, March 9 "There Was An Old Lady Who Swallowed A Rain-
bow" was read and everyone had a lot of fun guessing what she might be 
making in that belly of hers. Then they made some fruit loop rainbows that 
they could gobble up themselves.

Goat Yoga in Wall Lake
 Goat yoga was held on Saturday, March 7 at 8:30 a.m. at the Wall Lake 
Recreation Center. Regular yoga was also available for members and non 
members.  There was a great turnout for this session. Wall Lake General 
Store and Oasis were both on hand for tasty drinks. photos submitted

One Year Anniversary
 On Friday, March 6, Mary Lind-
ner celebrated one year of service 
at Twilight Acres. She was recog-
nized by the staff.
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Fraud Prevention 
Seminar
 Speaker Stacie Walter, Fraud Pre-
vention Manager at Bank Midwest 
will be presenting a Seminar about 
Fraud Prevention. She will show 
you how to spot and stop Phishing 
Emails.
 The Seminar will be held at the 
Wall Lake Community Center on 
Tuesday, March 24 at 6 p.m. 
 The Seminar is hosted by the City 
of Wall Lake, Corn Belt Telephone 
and Bank Midwest. 

CITY OF WALL LAKE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
ON THE AMENDMENT TO THE 

ZONING ORDINANCES
 The Wall Lake Planning and Zoning 
committee will hold a Public Hearing, on 
the proposed amendment of the Zoning 
Ordinances, at City Hall, 108 Boyer 
Street, Wall Lake, Iowa at 12:00 p.m., on 
Wednesday March 18, 2026.
 Oral comments will be heard at the time 
of the hearing, or written comments may 
be addressed to the City of Wall Lake, PO 
Box 37, Wall Lake, Iowa 51466, prior to 
the hearing.
 Questions regarding the rezoning may 
be addressed by calling Chris Rodman, 
City Clerk at 712-664-2216.
  Chris Rodman
 City Clerk
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Read Across America Week at OABCIG
 On Wednesday, March 4 the OABCIG Odebolt Elementary is celebrating 
Read Across America Week with stories, surprises, and special guests.
 They were excited to kick off the week by welcoming Deb Reiling from 
the Saqc County Farm Bureau, who shared Full of Beans: Henry Ford 
Grows a Car by Peggy Thomas with our K–5 students. This nonfiction 
book highlights Henry Ford’s innovative idea to create a car using soybean-
based plastics during the Great Depression—showcasing his passion for 
agriculture, creativity, and sustainability. What a wonderful way to connect 
farming, history, and innovation for the students.
 Students are also enjoying two mystery reader videos each day, trying to 
guess which OABCIG staff member is behind the book with a grand reveal 
happened Friday, March 6, in the morning.

 Left to right: Mr. Mogensen, Mrs. Davis, Mrs. Hemer and Mr. Dougherty.
 Veit Photography

 Left to right: Miss Rehse, Mrs. Ladwig, Mrs. Duff and Mrs. Masters.

Odebolt Elementary First Spelling Bee
 On Friday, March 6 the Odebolt Elementary hosted its very first Spelling Bee for students in grades 1-5.
 During the second week of February, classroom teachers held written spelling tests featuring 25 words from 
the Scripps National Spelling Bee study lists. From those tests, the top two spellers in each classroom advanced to 
represent their class in the Spelling Bee.
 To prepare for the big competition, students studied an impressive list of 450 words in hopes of spelling their 
way to the top! Their dedication and hard work were truly impressive. Congratulations to all of the contestants 
for earning a spot in the school competition. 
 The students from each grade are as follows: 1st Lainey Weber and Kreed Schultz. 2nd Chloe Lampman and 
Jude Lindgren, 3rd Evelyn Larson and Ella Roeder. 4th  Audrie Down and Larson Weber. 5th Blaire Thies and 
Harlow Youngren.
 The first-ever overall Odebolt Spelling Bee Champion is Harlow Youngren! Harlow now has the opportunity to 
advance and participate in the Regional Spelling Bee Saturday, March 7 at Living History Farms in Urbandale, 
Iowa. Veit Photography

OABCIG Middle School Wrestling
 OABCIG middle school wrestling: Front from left to right: Elcie Bengford, Bentlie Wilcox, Noah Curiel, Kuper 
Case, Darrel Bobzien, James Bergman, Joseph Bergman. Back row from left to right: Juliet Bergman, Kymber 
Jepsen, Makayla Ulrich, Colt Blackmore, Kruz Case, Jaxon Raasch, Kirk Harman, Kaidyn Henningsen. Not 
pictured: Jaxson Weitl, Natalie Siegner, Lexi Barbeau. Veit Photography

2026 Hike-Bike-A-Thon
Planned
 The Whitey Thompson Hike-Bike-
A-Thon is scheduled for Wednesday, 
May 6. The event will start and end 
downtown Ida Grove in the United 
Bank of Iowa parking lot. Participants 
will walk or bike on the Pleasant Val-
ley trail and enjoy activities along the 
route. All proceeds of the event will 
go to OABCIG Dollars for Scholars 
to fund scholarships for OABCIG 
students. 

 United Bank of Iowa, the event 
sponsor, kicked off Hike Bike at the 
schools on Feb. 26 by providing a 
video for the teachers to share with the 
students explaining the event and en-
couraging students to participate. Each 
student in the elementary and middle 
schools has been given a packet of 
sponsor letters. High school students 
can pick up Hike Bike packets in the 
office. Packets are also available at 
the United Bank of Iowa offices in Ida 
Grove, Arthur, and Odebolt.   
Each packet contains 16 pre-written 
letters. Students can participate in the 
event by simply completing the spon-
sor letters and returning their complet-
ed packet to United Bank of Iowa or 
the school by the March 20 deadline. 
Since the letters are already written, all 
students need to do is sign their name 
on the letters and address them to fam-

ily and friends. United Bank of Iowa 
will send all the letters in one mass 
mailing. Students who complete 15 
letters get a free event T-Shirt. Stu-
dents can also submit a design for the 
Hike Bike T-shirt. Additional infor-
mation on safety, transportation, and 
more prizes is included in the packet. 
For more information, contact Taylor 
Hemer at United Bank of Iowa. 
   In 2025, 577 participants of the 
Whitey Thompson Hike-Bike-A-
Thon raised $88,421.81 in donations, 
a new record! Over the past 31 years, 
Hike-Bike has donated $1,327,698.06 
toward scholarships.   
 OABCIG Dollars for Scholars 
awarded $336,825 in scholarships to 
52 seniors in 2025. The scholarship 
foundation has awarded $4,709,822 
in scholarships to 1,697 graduates 
since it was established in 1994. 

OABCIG FFA Banquet
 The OABCIG FFA Banquet has 
been set for Tuesday, March 24th 
with the meal starting at 6pm in the 
Cafeteria and awards starting at 7pm 
in the auditorium. The school encour-
ages all members to come out and 
celebrate all of their successes this 
past year! The meal this year is to be 
free will donation. 

Northwest Iowa League 
of Cities Scholarship
 The Northwest Iowa League of 
Cities is offering a 2026 Regional 
Scholarship to High School Seniors.
 Supporting the next generation of 
leaders is key to strong communities!  
The Northwest Iowa League of Cities 
is proud to announce our High School 
Senior Scholarship Program.
Who can apply?
 High school seniors in Northwest 
Iowa League member communities 
pursuing post-secondary education 
or training in fields that may lead to 
city government careers—like public 
administration, water/wastewater, 
law enforcement, firefighting, EMS, 
city planning, public engineering, and 
more.
How to apply:
 Contact your City Hall for an 
application

 Or email Angela Duitsman at 
angela@fondaiowa.com   
 Deadline: April 15, 2026
 Scholarships: Up to five awards of 
$1,000 each! (Funded entirely through 
private & commercial fundraising)
 The Northwest Iowa League of 
Cities brings together leaders from 
over 100 cities across 27 counties 
to improve public services through 
education, networking, and shared 
experience. 


