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At Chautauqua Guest Homes, we believe life 
should be filled with comfort, care, and 

connection. Our residents aren’t just  
cared for, they’re celebrated.  

Every day, we create moments of  
joy, friendship, and belonging.

A Place to Belong, A Place to Belong, 
A Place to Call HomeA Place to Call Home

Scan to 
learn more.

Chautauqua Guest Home #2  602 11th Street  |  641-228-2353  
Chautauqua Guest Home #3   302 9th Street  |  641-228-5351 �

CITY OF CHARLES CITY
COUNCIL PLANNING SESSION

March 11, 2026
Charles City City Council met in a plan-

ning session on March 11, 2026, at 5:00 p.m., 
in the Zastrow Room of the Public Library. 
Mayor Dean Andrews presided and the fol-
lowing council members were present: Phillip 
Knighten (via zoom), Patrick Lumley (via 
zoom), Krista Noah, and Jeff Otto. Also pres-
ent was City Administrator Tyler Trout, City 
Attorney Brad Sloter (via zoom), Police Chief 
Hugh Anderson, and Code Enforcement/Re-
serve Officer Hunter Ortmayer.

Council reviewed a proposed vacant 
building ordinance intended to address the 
long-term vacancy of commercial buildings in 
the downtown area. The need for the ordinance 
was first brought forward by the Main Street 
Charles City (MSCC) Board as part of ongo-
ing efforts to strengthen downtown vitality and 
encourage occupancy of vacant commercial 
properties. The draft ordinance was prepared 
by City Attorney Sloter, based on ordinances 
from other cities and direction previously pro-
vided by the MSCC Board, City Council, and 
city staff.

Council discussed potential boundaries 
for the ordinance, including the use of either 
the Riverside TIF District map or the Down-
town District map to define the area where the 
ordinance would apply. Staff noted that other 
city codes, including the nuisance and dan-
gerous building codes, already provide tools 
to address unsafe or deteriorated buildings 
citywide, while the proposed ordinance would 
focus on encouraging property owners within 
the defined district to lease, sell, or otherwise 
actively utilize vacant buildings.

Council also discussed provisions within 
the draft ordinance requiring registration of 
vacant buildings within the designated district 
and establishing a registration fee structure that 
may increase annually if a property remains 
vacant for multiple years. The intent of the 
fee structure would be to encourage property 
owners to pursue occupancy or redevelopment 

of vacant buildings. Concerns were raised 
regarding the potential workload on code en-
forcement staff if the ordinance were applied 
beyond a limited downtown area.

Discussion also included the possibility of 
compiling an inventory of vacant commercial 
buildings, including those outside of the Main 
Street area, to better understand the scope of 
the issue. Staff noted that promotion of avail-
able properties and outreach to owners of va-
cant buildings are activities often associated 
with the Main Street program. Council dis-
cussed inviting representatives from the Main 
Street Charles City Board to a future planning 
session to share information about their cur-
rent efforts and participate in further discus-
sion regarding promotion of vacant downtown 
properties.

Council indicated that additional discus-
sion and possible revisions to the ordinance 
will be needed before moving forward. Fu-
ture discussions will include defining the ap-
plicable district area, reviewing registration 
requirements and fee structures, and gather-
ing additional information regarding vacant 
buildings.

City Administrator Report: Administrator 
Trout provided updates regarding short-term 
borrowing proceedings, the utility rate study, 
bargaining agreement negotiations, the Senate 
property tax bill, and Local Leaders Day. He 
also suggested canceling the March 25 plan-
ning session due to a lack of agenda items.

City Clerk Report: City Clerk Lentz in-
formed council, staff, and the public of City 
Engineer Fallis’ retirement party scheduled 
for March 24, with additional details to follow.

There being no further business, the plan-
ning session was adjourned at 5:50 p.m.

Dean Andrews, Mayor
Attest: Brittney Lentz, City Clerk
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CITY NAME:

CHARLES CITY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING - CITY OF CHARLES CITY - PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX LEVY

Fiscal Year July 1, 2026 - June 30, 2027 CITY #: 34-323

The City Council will conduct a public hearing on the proposed Fiscal Year City property tax levy as follows:
Meeting Date:    4/6/2026    Meeting Time:    06:00 PM    Meeting Location:    910 Clark Street, Charles City, IA

At the public hearing any resident or taxpayer may present objections to, or arguments in favor of the proposed tax levy. After the hearing of the proposed tax
levy, the City Council will publish notice and hold a hearing on the proposed city budget.

City Website (if available)
www.cityofcharlescity.org  City Telephone Number

(641) 257-6300

Iowa Department of Management
Current Year

Certified
Property Tax
2025 - 2026

Budget Year
Effective Property

Tax
2026 - 2027

Budget Year
Proposed

Property Tax
2026 - 2027

Taxable Valuations for Non-Debt Service 266,052,530 272,510,927 272,510,927
Consolidated General Fund 2,209,646 2,209,646 2,263,285
Operation & Maintenance of Public Transit 97,240 97,240 145,622
Aviation Authority 71,834 71,834 73,578
Liability, Property & Self Insurance 226,919 226,919 267,194
Support of Local Emergency Mgmt. Comm. 3,884 3,884 3,878
Unified Law Enforcement 0 0 0
Police & Fire Retirement 300,389 300,389 282,978
FICA & IPERS (If at General Fund Limit) 266,100 266,100 236,946
Other Employee Benefits 611,008 611,008 538,340
Capital Projects (Capital Improv. Reserve) 0 0 0
Taxable Value for Debt Service 294,103,435 315,109,436 315,109,436
Debt Service 504,979 504,979 618,049
CITY REGULAR TOTAL PROPERTY TAX 4,291,999 4,291,999 4,429,870
CITY REGULAR TAX RATE 15.95112 15.49931 15.94915
Taxable Value for City Ag Land 938,500 1,164,819 1,164,819
Ag Land 2,820 2,820 3,499
CITY AG LAND TAX RATE 3.00375 2.42098 3.00375
Tax Rate Comparison-Current VS. Proposed

Residential property with an
Actual/Assessed Valuation of $100,000/$110,000

Current Year
Certified
2025/2026

Budget Year
Proposed
2026/2027

Percent
Change

City Regular Residential 757 781 3.17

Commercial property with an
Actual/Assessed Valuation of $300,000/$330,000

Current Year
Certified
2025/2026

Budget Year
Proposed
2026/2027

Percent
Change

City Regular Commercial 3,288 3,649 10.98
Note: Actual/Assessed Valuation is multiplied by a Rollback Percentage to get to the Taxable Valuation to calculate Property Taxes. Residential and commercial properties
have the same rollback percentage through $150,000 of actual/assessed valuation.
Reasons for tax increase if proposed exceeds the current:
Increase in operation and maintenance of Public Transit, as well as Liability, Property, and Self Insurance, and Debt Service.
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Floyd County 
Board of Supervisors Meeting

March 9, 2026, 5:00 p.m.
The Floyd County Board of Supervisors 

met in the Floyd County Emergency Operation 
Room (EOC). Supervisors Gloria Carr, Boyd 
Campbell, and Frank Rottinghaus were in at-
tendance for a joint meeting with members of 
the 911 Service Board, Emergency Manage-
ment Commission, and the Communications 
Advisory Board..

Also in attendance, in person or via 
Teams, were Emergency Management Com-
missioners: Sheriff Jeff Crooks, Supv Camp-
bell, City Mayors-Charlie Newman (Floyd), 
Jeff Buland (Rudd), Jerry Engelhardt (Marble 
Rock), Scott Johnson (Rockford), and Shelly 
Weiss (Nashua). 911 Service Board members: 
City of Floyd Representative -Ben Chatfield, 
Supv Campbell, Sheriff Crooks, City Mayors, 
Dougherty Mayor Lynn Nagel, City of Colwell 
Representative Lon Isakson, City of Charles 
City Representative Sam Deverell, and Emer-
gency Management Coordinator Jason Web-
ster. Communications Advisory Board: Supv 
Rottinghaus, Sheriff Crooks, Charles City 
Chief of Police Hugh Anderson, Charles City 
Fire Chief Sam Deverell, and Dispatch Super-
visor John Gohr. Others present were County 
Attorney Todd Prichard, County Auditor Mor-
rigan Montagne, Marble Rock Fire Chief Brian 
Chambers, County employees Jessy Willadsen 
and Al Schwickerath, and media Bob Steensen 
and Van Mitchell.

Rottinghaus/Carr moved to approve the 
agenda. Motion carried 2-0. Emergency Man-
agement Commission: Engelhardt/Johnson 
moved to approve the agenda. Motion carried 
7-0. 911 Service Board: Nagel/Engelhardt 
moved to approve the agenda. Motion carried 
11-0. Communications Advisory Board: Hugh/
Crooks moved to approve the agenda. Motion 
carried 5-0.

Supv Campbell arrived.
The Boards discussed transferring duties 

from the Floyd County 911 Service Board 
to Floyd County Emergency Management. 
911 Service Board: Crooks/Deverell moved 
to amend the board under Section 11 of the 
bylaws and vote at the May 7th 911 Service 
Board meeting. Motion carried 11-0. Emer-
gency Management Commission: Engelhardt/ 

Newman moved to assume 911 Service Board 
duties under the Emergency Management 
Commission. Motion carried 7-0.

The Boards discussed the transfer of 911 
Coordinator duties, including the Emergency 
Management Commission assuming responsi-
bility for 911 operations. Engelhardt/ Johnson 
moved to allow Jason Webster to assume the 
role of 911 Coordinator. Motion carried 7-0. 
Campbell/Rottinghaus moved to increase 
Webster’s annual salary by $18,330 upon as-
suming the 911 Coordinator duties effective 
March 9, 2026. Motion carried 3-0.

The Boards discussed the transition of 
oversight of the Dispatch Department from the 
Board of Supervisors to Emergency Manage-
ment. Emergency Management Commission: 
Engelhardt/Johnson moved to approve Web-
ster overseeing Dispatch. Motion carried 7-0. 
Rottinghaus/Campbell moved to transition 
Webster’s duties to include oversight of Dis-
patch. Motion carried 3-0.

The Boards discussed the future of the 
Communications Advisory Board (28E), in-
cluding whether there is a need for the board 
to continue or be reconfigured and whether 
membership should be expanded. Chatfield 
and Webster will reach out to additional enti-
ties regarding participation on the Communi-
cations Advisory Board. At the next meeting, a 
revised 28E agreement reflecting any changes 
will be drafted for consideration.

Rottinghaus/Campbell moved to adjourn 
the meeting at 6 p.m. Motion carried 3-0. 
Emergency Management Commission: New-
man/Engelhardt moved to adjourn the meet-
ing. Motion carried 7-0. 911 Service Board: 
Deverell/Crooks moved to adjourn the meet-
ing. Motion carried 11-0. Communications 
Advisory Board: Crooks/Anderson moved to 
adjourn the meeting. Motion carried 5-0.

ATTEST: Montagne, Floyd County 
Auditor 

Gloria A. Carr, Chair
Floyd County Board of Supervisors
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THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT FOR 
FLOYD COUNTY IN THE 

MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
PATRICIA J. LEVENHAGEN, Deceased

 CASE NO. ESPR0191215 
NOTICE OF PROBATE OF WILL, OF 

APPOINTMENT OF EXECUTOR, AND 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To All Persons Interested in the Estate of 
Patricia J. Levenhagen, Deceased, who died 
on or about February 1, 2026:

You are hereby notified that on March 11, 
2026, the Last Will and Testament of Patricia 
J. Levenhagen, deceased, bearing date of May 
26, 2016, and Codicil to the Last Will and Tes-
tament dated August 31, 2023 was admitted to 
probate in the above named court and that Re-
becca J. Kirchgatter was appointed Executor 
of the estate. Any action to set aside the will 
must be brought in the district court of said 
county within the later to occur of four months 
from the date of the second publication of this 
notice or one month from the date of mailing 
of this notice to all heirs of the decedent and 
devisees under the will whose identities are 
reasonably ascertainable, or thereafter be for-
ever barred.

Notice is further given that all persons 
indebted to the estate are requested to make 
immediate payment to the undersigned, and 
creditors having claims against the estate shall 
file them with the clerk of the above named 
district court, as provided by law, duly authen-
ticated, for allowance, and unless so filed by 
the later to occur of four months from the date 
of the second publication of this notice or one 
month from the date of mailing of this notice 
(unless otherwise allowed or paid) a claim is 
thereafter forever barred.

Dated March 11, 2026

Rebecca J. Kirchgatter
405 4th Street NE
Nora Springs, IA 50458

Danielle M. Ellingson, 
ICIS#: AT0012534
Attorney for Executor
Noah, Smith, Sloter & Ellingson, PLC
200 North Johnson St.
Charles City, IA 50616

Date of second publication: 03-20-2026
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Legal Notice

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Floyd County Board of Adjustment 

has received an application for a conditional 
use.

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
A request by Thomas Bjelica for a Con-

ditional Use application for cabin/RV parking 
spot located at two separate locations.

Location One: Parcel #11-32-200-005-00 
at NE Quarter of the NE Quarter of Section 
32, Township 95 North, Range 16 West of the 
5th P.M., St Charles Township, Floyd County, 
Iowa.

Location Two: Parcel #11-33-300-005-
00 at South Half of the West Half of the 
Southwest Quarter of Section 33, Township 
95 North, Range 16 West of the 5th P.M., St 
Charles Township, Floyd County, Iowa.

You are further notified that the Floyd 
County Board of Adjustment will hold a Pub-
lic Hearing on this request in the Supervisor’s 
Board Room on the Ground floor of the Floyd 
County Courthouse beginning at 9:00 A.M on 
April 2, 2026

Floyd County Zoning Commission

By Jessy Willadsen, Zoning 
Administrator

Published one time on March 20, 2026
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Legal Notice
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ON ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 

CHARLES CITY UNIFIED DEVEL-
OPMENT ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE 
ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR LI-
QUOR AND TOBACCO SALES AND TO 
EXTEND THE TIME PERIOD FOR DIS-
CONTINUATION OF NONCONFORMING 
USES WITHIN THE CITY OF CHARLES 
CITY, IOWA

TO THE CITIZENS OF CHARLES 
CITY, IOWA:

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that 
the Planning and Zoning Commission of the 
City of Charles City, Iowa, will hold a public 
hearing concerning amendments to the Uni-
fied Development Ordinance, specifically 
Section 1 – General Provisions; Section 2.03 
– General Definitions; Section 2 – Land Use 
Regulations; Subsection 2.1.6 – Land Use 
Categories/Matrix; Section 2.2.4 – Additional 
Regulations, including new Section 2.2.4.22 – 
Liquor Sales and Tobacco Sales; and Subsec-
tion 2.2.1.9 – Nonconforming Uses.

The public hearing will be held at Zastrow 
Room at the Charles City Public Library at 
910 Clark Street, Charles City, Iowa Charles 
City, Iowa, at 5:00 p.m. on the 1st day of 
April, 2026.

YOU ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED that 
at the hearing oral and written comments will 
be received and all interested parties will be 
given an opportunity to be heard.

Brittney Lentz, Secretary
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War in Middle East causes further farm stress
Prices continue rising on fertilizer and 
fuel as time for fieldwork gets closer
By Cami Koons 
Iowa Capital Dispatch 

Corn farmers in the U.S. are 
bracing for even higher fertilizer 
prices as conflict in the Middle 
East impacts the globally traded 
commodity, according to leaders 
with the National Corn Growers 
Association. 

Corn farmers are approaching 
a fourth year of negative yields, 
due to low corn prices and high 
input costs, including fertiliz-
ers. The growers association 
renewed its call on Congress to 
legalize year-round, nationwide 
E-15, a higher blend of ethanol 
fuel, and for the removal of du-
ties on fertilizers from Morocco. 

Lesly McNitt, vice president 
of public policy for National 
Corn Growers Association, said 
there is not enough domestical-
ly produced fertilizer to meet 
demand, which means imported 
fertilizer is vital to farmers. 

McNitt, speaking during a 
press conference Wednesday, 
said duties on phosphate from 
Morocco and Russia that were 
put in place in 2020, have “kept 
phosphate prices high” and 
caused “availability issues and 
lack of competitive options for 
farmers.” 

A study from the Agricultural 
and Food Policy Center at Texas 
A&M University found that the 
countervailing duties increased 
the cost of phosphorus by about 
$6.9 billion for the 2021 to 2025 
growing seasons. 

“NOW THE CONFLICt in the 
Middle East has further compli-
cated access to critical fertil-
izers,” McNitt said, noting the 
U.S. typically imports about 
40% of phosphate products 
from Saudi Arabia. 

“When these fertilizers can’t 
be transported through the Strait 

of Hormuz, there are real im-
plications for availability and 
price, and there is a global mar-
ket impact,” McNitt said. 

Iran blocked the Strait of Hor-
muz, an approximately 30-mile-
wide channel that connects ma-
jor Middle Eastern oil, natural 
gas and fertilizer producers to 
the Arabian Sea, in response 
to joint attacks on the country 
from the U.S. and Israel. 

The Fertilizer Institute said 
in a news release that closure of 
the strait could impact ammo-
nia, urea, sulfur, phosphates and 
natural gas markets. 

“Supply disruptions in one 
part of the world can ripple 
across the trade routes and af-
fect availability and price in 
other regions,” The Fertilizer 
Institute said. “While the United 
States is both a fertilizer pro-
ducer and importer, those same 
global supply dynamics play a 
role in determining input costs 
for American farmers.” 

McNitt said the duties im-
posed on countries like Moroc-
co further restrict farmers’ abil-
ities to search for other options. 
National Corn Growers Asso-
ciation sent a letter, along with 
other national and state farm 
groups, including Iowa Corn 
Growers Association and Iowa 
Soybean Association, to domes-
tic fertilizer producers Mosaic 
and J.R. Simplot, urging them to 
withdraw their support of coun-
tervailing duties on phosphate 
fertilizers from Morocco. 

The duties were imposed by 
the U.S. Department of Com-
merce following a petition from 
Mosaic.

Other fertilizers like nitro-
gen — which corn farmers on 
the call said is the fertilizer that 
is most difficult to go without 
— have greater domestic pro-

duction, but are still part of the 
global fertilizer market. McNitt 
said the nature of the market 
means that “a shock anywhere, 
impacts prices everywhere.” 

Matt Frostic, first vice pres-
ident with NCGA and a Mich-
igan farmer, said the cost of 
nitrogen fertilizer coming into 
U.S. ports currently would raise 
his production cost by about 
$90 per acre. 

U.S. DEPARTMENT of Agri-
culture estimated 2025 corn 
production had crop production 
costs at around $890 per acre, 
and the department projects the 
average cost of production for 
corn farmers in 2026 will be 
$917 per acre. 

Frostic said that while farmers 
have the option to lock in fer-
tilizer rates earlier in the season 
and prepay for some of those 
inputs, those decisions are of-
ten difficult to make, especially 
coming off several hard years. 

“Many farmers didn’t nec-
essarily lock in some of those 
prices, or they didn’t have the 

finances to do so,” Frostic said. 
“… There will tend to be a 
lot of producers out there that 
have not locked in that price, so 
we’re going to be a victim to the 
high cost of fertilizer.” 

Blocked passage in the Strait 
of Hormuz is also responsi-
ble for the global jump in fuel 
prices. 

“Wouldn’t it be nice if we had 
year round, nationwide, E-15 
right now?” McNitt said during 
the call with reporters.

According to the association, 
the higher blend of ethanol fuel 
saves consumers between 10 
cents and 30 cents per gallon at 
the pump. 

National and state agricul-
tural organizations have urged 
Congress to allow for the year-
round sale of the fuel across the 
nation, but the measure has not 

been passed, despite bipartisan 
support and calls for the legis-
lation from President Donald 
Trump. 

McNitt said that while the 
association hopes that a “per-
manent fix” is coming from 
Congress, the association is 
also calling on the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency to 
issue summertime E-15 waiv-
ers that allow the fuel to be sold 

throughout the summer in states 
that have not enacted their own 
year-round sales laws. Iowa and 
California have year-round E-15 
laws.

Mark Mueller, the president 
of Iowa Corn Growers Associ-
ation, said the state association 
will continue to be “extreme-
ly outspoken” about the need 
for the passage of year-round 
E-15 and legislation that looks 
at consolidation in the fertilizer 
industry. 

“We have come close to 
achieving wins on both issues, 
but we call on Congress for ac-
tion to officially get them across 
the finish line,” Mueller said 
in a news release. “Iowa corn 
farmers need and deserve the 
stability that comes with these 
wins—we cannot afford to slip 
back into the 1980s.”

— Iowa Capital Dispatch is 
part of States Newsroom, a non-
profit news network supported 
by grants and a coalition of do-
nors as a 501c(3) public charity. 
Iowa Capital Dispatch main-
tains editorial independence. 
Contact Editor Kathie Obra-
dovich for questions at info@
iowacapitaldispatch.com.

 Photo by Cami Koons/Iowa Capital Dispatch

Corn farmers call for year-round E-15 and lower duties on foreign fertilizers as the war with Iran 
impacts fertilizer and fuel costs.


