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Grady Madden
North UnionGPA: 3.965Parents: Jason and Jo Ellyn Madden

School Achievements: Basket-ball - state participant, All-Confer-ence HM - team captain, 2x effort award, 3x top teammate award. Football - 2 time state playoff par-ticipant, team captain, ultimate warrior award, MIP award, 2nd-team all-district. Principal’s honor roll, president of SkillsUSA, state competitor at teamworks compe-tion, FFA, farm business manage-ment quiz, yield judging, greenhand degree, chapter degree.

Non-School Achievements: CEO of baling business, OSHA Certi-

fi ed, Class C CDL.Reason for Nomination: Outstanding academic, extracurricular and 

community involvement.

The Kossuth County Advance (KCA) has announced selections for its annual Academic All-Stars. The students are picked by the KCA staff after nominations are received from the four local school districts the newspaper covers on a regular basis – Algo-na, Bishop Garrigan, North Union and West Bend-Mallard.The selections are made based 

on criteria that involve a com-plete high school career that included academic performance and involvement in school and community activities. Biographies of the students start on this page and continue to page A8 and A10. Each will re-ceive a certifi cate of recognition. Another 14 students received honorable mention. 
Hannah Severson

Algona HSGPA: 4.0
Parents: Laura and Drew Severson

School Achievements: Na-tional Honor Society, Academic Excellence recognition (4 years), NCC Academic All-Conference recognition, letters in band, choir, jazz choir, Model UN and sci-ence fair, Outstanding Junior Award - choir, band section lead-er (2023-present), choir section leader (2024-present), Outstand-ing Delegate - Model UN, State National History Day qualifi er, Kiwanis Student of the Month

Non-School Achievements: Employment at Premier Pizza 

(2021-present), Volunteer at Tails of Hope (2023-present), Youth Leader 

at First Lutheran Church (2020-present)
Reason for Nomination: Although Hannah is involved in many dif-

ferent activities in and out of school, she is able to work diligently to-

ward her goals, and frequently exceeds expectations. In all groups or 

organizations she is a part of, she seeks out opportunities to help others 

and to lead. She is confi dent but is receptive to the opinions of others. 

She is intrinsically motivated, reliable, empathetic, level-headed and 

logical. Hannah will attend Drake University majoring in Neuroscience.

Alexis Welter
School: West Bend- MallardGPA: 4.0

Parents: Jesse and Shawn Welter

School Achievements: As a driven and well-rounded student, I have consistently demonstrated leadership, academic excellence, and athletic dedication through-out high school. I served as the captain of both my basketball and dance teams, while earning an extraordinary 14 varsity let-ters across multiple sports. I main-tained Honor Roll status every year and was honored with the Academic All-District award for bas-

ketball. My commitment to service and scholarship is further refl ected 

in my role as president of our National Honor Society chapter, and in 

receiving various academic and activity-based awards from my school. 

These experiences have shaped me into a disciplined, collaborative, and 

high-achieving individual ready to take on new challenges.
Non-School Achievements: Outside of school, I have continued to 

grow through community involvement, certifi cations, and hands-on ser-

vice. I earned Academic All-State recognition through the Des Moines 

Register and completed my CNA (Certifi ed Nursing Assistant) certifi ca-

tion, along with CPR certifi cation. My volunteer work includes help-

ing a family move, serving meals through Meals of the Heartland, and 

spending time with residents in a nursing home. I have also received 

several awards through 4-H, refl ecting my dedication to community, 

leadership, and lifelong learning.Reason for Nomination: Lexi is a great leader at WBM and is very 

involved in the community. Lexi is always stepping up to help make the 

community a better place and do her part. She has had several leader-

ship roles over the years and is one that always asks how she can help 

make things better. She is a well-rounded, responsible, involved, leader.

Hanna Merron
Bishop Garrigan Catholic Schools

GPA: 3.92Parents: Andy and Lisa Merron of Bancroft

School Achievements:Honor roll, Bishop Garrigan Honor Society, Varsity softball letter, softball Conference Cham-pions 2024, Varsity track letter, Varsity golf letter, CDA state win-ner, CDA National 2nd place, art club, technology crew, quiz bowl, student council, student body president, Bear Facts, 1st in Top of Iowa Conference for art, Bausch and 

Lomb Science award. Non-School Achievements: Taught art, STEM and music camps, 

package meals for Mississippi, religious education K-1 grade teach-

er, St. John’s alter server, St. John’s decorating, funeral dinner server, 

amore dinner server, Mississippi mission trip.
Reason for Nomination: Hanna is a great example of a student that 

understands what it is like to be well rounded. She excels academically, 

is involved in many activities that are outside the typical school day, 

volunteers in many areas of school, community, church and takes her 

Faith journey very seriously by being involved in her Catholic Church 

as a server, lector and EMHC. Her involvement at Bishop Garrigan is a 

great model for our entire student body. Students recognize when other 

students are putting in time at our many extracurriculars and then are 

also a top scholastic performer and are presented with awards at our an-

nual Academic Banquet. 

Molly Peterson
Bishop Garrigan Catholic Schools

GPA: 4.00Parents: Christy and Casey Peterson of Algona
School Achievements: Individ-ual and large group speech, track and fi eld letter winner, volleyball letter winner, marching and con-cert band, girl’s basketball man-ager, basketball cheerleader letter winner, deca, tech crew for mu-sical and play, spring play, honor roll, quiz bowl, softball letter win-ner, Bishop Garrigan Honor So-ciety, Student Council, organized and coached youth softball camps, 

kindergarten tutor, assisting fi rst graders during school mass, assist at 

school blood drive, organized Bear Store at West Vendee, Bear Facts, 

IGHSAU Academic Achievement in softball, basketball, track and fi eld, 

and volleyball, Academic All-State for volleyball
Non-School Achievements: Server at Mass, St. Cecelia’s Fall Din-

ner, St. Cecelia’s Pie Fundraiser, Haiti food packaging, Catholic fair 

stand, CDA lunch, CDA essay Top 3, KC Ladies Night, First Responder 

Night, Santa’s Workshop, 4-H, assisted at the Food Pantry, KC Essay 

Top 3.
Reason for Nomination: Molly is a dedicated and passionate stu-

dent. She puts forth great effort in all she does to ensure her academic 

success. In the classroom, Molly brings a fresh voice and perspective 

enhancing class discourse and thinking. Because of her diverse back-

ground in DECA, speech, extracurriculars, and academic endeavors, 

Molly’s work and writing shows great insights. Furthermore, Molly is a 

student with an outstanding character and strong moral fortitude shap-

ing her decisions and interactions. I have always been very impressed 

with her mature attitude, strong leadership skills, as well as her drive 

to give one hundred percent, not stopping until she has achieved those 

expectations. 

Isaac Wilson
School: Algona HSGPA: 4.00Parents: Brianne and Brian Wilson

School Achievements: Na-tional Honor Society member, NCC Academic All-Conference recognition, Varsity letter win-ner in cross country (4 years), Cross County NCC Champion-ship team, Varsity letter winner in wrestling (4 years), state quali-fi er in wrestling (4 years), captain of wrestling team (3 years), NCC Individual Champion, captain of state championship wrestling dual team, Varsity letter in track (2 years), 

member of NCC championship track team, Varsity letter in baseball (2 

years), member of NCC championship baseball team
Non-School Achievements: Employment at Algona Aquatic Center 

(3 years), Algona Family YMCA lifeguard, volunteer coach for Algona 

youth wrestling program (3 years), mission trips to homeless shelters in 

Kentucky and rebuilding after wildfi res in Colorado.
Reason for Nomination: Isaac displays a high level of discipline in 

all aspects of his life. From his rigorous course schedule, perfect GPA 

and success in athletics, Isaac represents himself and Algona High 

School with integrity and excellence. Isaac leads by example. He dem-

onstrates high character by doing his best and putting in the work every 

day, whether or not someone is watching. Isaac will be attending Ohio 

State University majoring in biology.
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EXPENDITURES
Total Budget
as Certified

or Last Amended
Amendment

Increase
Total Budget After

Current
Amendment

Reason

Instruction 17,015,000 0 17,015,000
Total Support Services 10,492,700 2,678,000 13,170,700 Increased Insurance Claims
Noninstructional Programs 975,000 0 975,000
Total Other Expenditures 3,952,176 18,100,000 22,052,176 Expense for Fieldhouse moved to FY26.
Total 32,434,876 20,778,000 53,212,876

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING - AMENDMENT OF CURRENT BUDGET
ALGONA (ALGONA) School District

Fiscal Year July 1, 2025 - June 30, 2026
The ALGONA (ALGONA) School District will conduct a public hearing for the purpose of amending the current budget for fiscal year ending June 30, 2026

Meeting Date/Time: 4/13/2026 05:30 PM Contact: Lisa Chapman Phone: (515) 295-3528 ext: 210
Meeting Location: Algona High School
PAC Boardroom
600 S. Hale St.
Algona, IA 50511
There will be no increase in taxes. Any residents or taxpayers will be heard for or against the proposed amendment at the time and place specified above. A
detailed statement of: additional receipts, cash balances on hand at the close of the preceding fiscal year, and proposed disbursements, both past and
anticipated, will be available at the hearing. Budget amendments are subject to protest. If protest petition requirements are met, the State Appeal Board will
hold a local hearing. For more information, consult https://dom.iowa.gov/local-gov-appeals.

02/20/2026 12:56 PM Page 1 of 1

NOTICE: AMENDMENT OF CURRENT BUDGET, ALGONA SCHOOL DISTRICT
-17884-

(No. 17884 published in the Kossuth County (Algona, IA) Advance March 27, 2026.)
---

This and other legal notices from around Iowa are searchable at iowapublicnotices.com.

CITY NAME:
ALGONA

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING - CITY OF ALGONA - PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX LEVY
Fiscal Year July 1, 2026 - June 30, 2027 CITY #: 55-517

The City Council will conduct a public hearing on the proposed Fiscal Year City property tax levy as follows:
Meeting Date:    4/6/2026    Meeting Time:    04:00 PM    Meeting Location:    City Hall Council Chambers 112 West Call Street Algona, IA 50511

At the public hearing any resident or taxpayer may present objections to, or arguments in favor of the proposed tax levy. After the hearing of the proposed tax
levy, the City Council will publish notice and hold a hearing on the proposed city budget.

City Website (if available)
www.algonaiowa.gov  City Telephone Number

(515) 295-2411

Iowa Department of Management
Current Year

Certified
Property Tax
2025 - 2026

Budget Year
Effective Property

Tax
2026 - 2027

Budget Year
Proposed

Property Tax
2026 - 2027

Taxable Valuations for Non-Debt Service 261,824,965 287,630,103 287,630,103
Consolidated General Fund 2,191,116 2,191,116 2,336,960
Operation & Maintenance of Public Transit 63,705 63,705 84,983
Aviation Authority 0 0 0
Liability, Property & Self Insurance 418,436 418,436 326,992
Support of Local Emergency Mgmt. Comm. 4,095 4,095 4,950
Unified Law Enforcement 0 0 0
Police & Fire Retirement 13,335 13,335 0
FICA & IPERS (If at General Fund Limit) 413,951 413,951 470,615
Other Employee Benefits 703,157 703,157 877,626
Capital Projects (Capital Improv. Reserve) 0 0 0
Taxable Value for Debt Service 276,798,731 301,390,771 301,390,771
Debt Service 718,038 718,038 749,652
CITY REGULAR TOTAL PROPERTY TAX 4,525,833 4,525,833 4,851,778
CITY REGULAR TAX RATE 17.13736 15.62093 16.74912
Taxable Value for City Ag Land 761,730 849,714 849,714
Ag Land 2,289 2,289 2,553
CITY AG LAND TAX RATE 3.00375 2.69385 3.00375
Tax Rate Comparison-Current VS. Proposed

Residential property with an
Actual/Assessed Valuation of $100,000/$110,000

Current Year
Certified
2025/2026

Budget Year
Proposed
2026/2027

Percent
Change

City Regular Residential 813 821 0.98

Commercial property with an
Actual/Assessed Valuation of $300,000/$330,000

Current Year
Certified
2025/2026

Budget Year
Proposed
2026/2027

Percent
Change

City Regular Commercial 3,533 3,832 8.46
Note: Actual/Assessed Valuation is multiplied by a Rollback Percentage to get to the Taxable Valuation to calculate Property Taxes. Residential and commercial properties
have the same rollback percentage through $150,000 of actual/assessed valuation.
Reasons for tax increase if proposed exceeds the current:
Increasing costs for operations and workers' compensation insurance and IPERS contributions

2/27/26, 4:04 PM Local Government Property Valuation System

https://dom-localgov.iowa.gov/budget-renderer?id=24983 2/20

NOTICE: HEARING FOR PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX LEVY, CITY OF ALGONA
-17885-

(No. 17885 published in the Kossuth County (Algona, IA) Advance March 27, 2026.)
---

This and other legal notices from around Iowa are searchable at iowapublicnotices.com.

-17879-
THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT FOR 

KOSSUTH COUNTY
CASE NO. ESPR019984

NOTICE OF PROBATE OF WILL, OF 
APPOINTMENT OF EXECUTOR, 
AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
DENNIS K. HANSON, Deceased

To All Persons Interested in the Estate of 
Dennis K. Hanson, Deceased, who died 
on or about March 2, 2026:
You are hereby notified that on March 
13, 2026, the Last Will and Testament 
of Dennis K. Hanson, deceased, bearing 
date of July 15, 2025, was admitted to 
probate in the above-named court and 
that Deborah Hanson was appointed 
Executor of the estate. Any action to set 
aside the will must be brought in the dis-
trict court of said county within the later 
to occur of four months from the date of 
the second publication of this notice or 
one month from the date of mailing of this 
notice to all heirs of the decedent and de-
visees under the will whose identities are 
reasonably ascertainable, or thereafter 
be forever barred..
Notice is further given that all persons 
indebted to the estate are requested 

to make immediate payment to the un-
dersigned, and creditors having claims 
against the estate shall file them with the 
clerk of the above-named district court, 
as provided by law, duly authenticated, 
for allowance, and unless so filed by the 
later to occur of four months from the date 
of the second publication of this notice or 
one month from the date of mailing of this 
notice (unless otherwise allowed or paid) 
a claim is thereafter forever barred.
Dated March 13, 2026.

Deborah Hanson, Executor of Estate 
1925 Irvington Road

Algona, IA 50511
Todd R. Buchanan, ICIS#: AT0001 160
Attorney for Executor Buchanan, 
Bibler, Gabor & Meis 
111 North Dodge Street
PO Box 617
Algona, IA 50511
Date of second publication: March 27, 
2026.
(No. 17879 published in the Kossuth 
County (Algona, IA) Advance March 20 
and 27, 2026.)

---
This and other legal notices

from around Iowa are searchable at 
www.iowapublicnotices.com.

PROBATE: DENNIS K. HANSON

-17883-
SECTION 00105 - 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
Rehabilitate Runway 13/31 
Algona Municipal Airport 

Algona, Iowa 
Public Hearing on Proposed Contract 
Documents and Estimated Costs for 
Repair or Improvement. A public hear-
ing will be held by the City of Algona on 
the proposed contract documents (plans, 
specifications and form of contract) and 
estimated cost for the improvement at 
its council meeting at 5:00 P.M. on April 
6th, 2026, at at City Hall, 112 West Call 
Street, Algona, Iowa 50511. 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: PCC Patch-
ing, Joint Sealing and Crack Sealing 
At said hearing, the City Council will con-
sider the plans, specifications, proposed 
form of contract, and estimated total cost 
for the project, the same now being on 

file in the office of the City Clerk, 112 
West Call Street, Algona, Iowa 50511, 
reference to which is made for a more 
detailed and complete description of the 
proposed improvements, and at said time 
and place the said City Council will also 
receive and consider any objections to 
said plans, specifications, estimate of 
cost, and form of contract made by any 
interested party. 
This Notice is given by the authority of 
the City of Algona
City Clerk 
Deb Bell

(No. 17883 published in the Kossuth 
County (Algona, IA) Advance March 27, 

2026.)
---

This and other legal notices 
from around Iowa are searchable at 

iowapublicnotices.com.

PUBLIC HEARING: ALGONA MUNICIPAL AIRPORT

-17882-
The Algona City Council

met in a work session
March 16, 2026 4:30 pm.

Mayor Murphy called the meeting to or-
der.
Present Kohlhaas, Westling, Gronau, 
Johnson and Dearchs, Hoover arrived at 
4:31 Absent Dearchs.
Kohlhaas moved to approve the agenda.
discussion included a request to waive 
the stormwater management develop-
ment requirements outlined in Chapter 
13.22. 
Adjourned at 5:10.

The Algona City Council 
met in a regular session 

March 16th, 2026 at 5:14 pm.
Mayor Murphy called the meeting to or-
der.
Present Hoover, Johnson, Kohlhaas, 
Westling, Gronau, and Dearchs. Also 
present City Administrator Tjaden, and 
City Attorney Doster
Mayor Murphy led those present in the 
Pledge of Allegiance.
Kohlhaas moved the motion to approve 
the agenda. Ayes all.
Kohlhaas moved to approve the consent 
agenda. Ayes all.
Johnson moved to adopt Res. No 26-40 
Pro serv agreement 2026 Airport Run-
way. Ayes all
Kohlhaas moved to adopt Res. No 26-41 
Notice to bidders 2026 Airport Runway. 
Ayes all.
Hoover moved to adopt Res. No 26-42 
Notice to bidders 2026 Mill & Overlay. 
Ayes all.
Hoover moved to adopt Res. No 26-43 
Notice to bidders 2026 Crack Seal. Ayes 
all.
Kohlhaas moved to adopt Res No 26-44 
Small Business loan. Ayes all.
Gronau moved to adopt Res. No 26-45 
Ind. Sanitary Sewer Agreement. Ayes all.
Johnson moved to adopt Res. No 26-46 
Accepting Airport Snow Equipment. Ayes 
all.
Johnson moved to approve Pay App #22 
WWTF project. Ayes all.
Meeting adjourned at 5:38 pm.
The following claims were approved for 

payment,
ALG FIRE, FEES....................... 2,049.20	
AMAZON, SUPP.......................... 127.34	
A SYST, MAINT............................ 177.59	
BOLTON & MENK, 12/30 EXT................ 	
.............................................. 190,575.65	
BOMGAARS, SUPOP.................. 946.79	
B NELSON, TV SYS.................. 2,460.00	
D EXT, MAINT........................... 1,079.50	
FAST LANE, SUPP........................ 82.92	
GALLS, REIMB................................ 96.7	
ILEA, TRG............................... 10,250.00	
IA PRIS IND, SIGNS................. 1,728.70	
IA FIREMN TRG, TRG...................... 140	
J ZITTRITSCH, REIMB....................... 64	
KEMNA, MAINT.............................. 348.4	
L RANCH, SUPP....................... 3,778.90	
MS ORG, DUES................................ 100	
MIDAM EGY, UTL......................... 192.22	
NIACOG, MAINT.......................... 356.34	
T EQUIPT, MAINT..................... 4,071.84	
EBS, INS................................... 1,416.92	
VISUAL E, MIS CON...................... 74.63	
WHKS, 2024 WWTF................ 29,733.00	
XEROZ, SUPP............................... 287.5	
ZIEGLER, MAINT...................... 3,785.51	
Totals by Fund 
FEN........................................  19,599.61	
RUT........................................  13,585.05	
E BEN........................................ 1,320.11	
C-P.......................................  189,185.65	
SEWER................................... 30,283.23	
THE FOLLOWING REVENUES WERE 
RECEIVED FEBRUARY 2026
GEN....................................... 236,368.19	
RUT......................................... 49,836.06	
E BEN........................................ 5,036.16	
LOST....................................... 76,467.60	
TIF............................................. 1,789.46	
D SERV..................................... 4,385.76	
C-P.......................................... 21,258.48	
SEWER................................. 739,859.76	
ST SEW................................... 24,780.62	
UFU........................................... 7,332.24	
ALG HOUSING............................ 799.48

(No. 17882 published in the Kossuth 
County (Algona, IA) Advance March 27, 

2026.)
---

This and other legal notices 
from around Iowa are searchable at 

iowapublicnotices.com.

COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS: ALGONA, MARCH 16

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING: PROPOSED BUDGET, CITY OF WESLEY
-17894-

(No. 17894 published in the Kossuth County (Algona, IA) Advance March 27, 2026.)
---

This and other legal notices from around Iowa are searchable at iowapublicnotices.com.

-17896-
CITY OF FENTON

COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS
MARCH 23, 2026

6:00PM CITY HALL
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 
PM by Mayor Gene Miller. 
Present: Council: Ulfers, Harms, Sauve, 
Talbott, Isebrand, Mayor Gene Miller. 
AGENDA as posted was approved by 
Ulfers, seconded by Harms, all ayes.
Moving April 6th, 20026 Council meeting 

to April 20th ,2026 approved by Alex, 
seconded by Ulfers, all ayes. 
ADJOURNMENT AT 6:10 pm, approved 
by Harms, seconded by Isebrand, all 
ayes. 
(No. 17896 published in the Kossuth 
County (Algona, IA) Advance March 27, 
2026.)

---
This and other legal notices 

from around Iowa are searchable at 
iowapublicnotices.com.

COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS: FENTON, MARCH 23

-17897-
CITY OF FENTON COUNCIL 

PROCEEDINGS
MARCH 23, 2026

6:15PM CITY HALL
The meeting was called to order at 6:15 
PM by Mayor Gene Miller. 
Present: Council: Ulfers, Harms, Sauve, 
Talbott, Isebrand, Mayor Gene Miller. . 
AGENDA as posted was approved by 
Harms, seconded by Ulfers, all ayes.

Resolution #5-2026 Public Hearing date 
of April 20th, 2026 at 7:00PM to adopt 

FY27 Budget approved by Harms, sec-
onded by Sauve: Talbot aye, Isebrand 
aye, Ulfers aye, Harms aye, Sauve aye. 
ADJOURNMENT AT 6:25 pm, approved 
by Isebrand, seconded by Ulfers, all 
ayes. 

(No. 17897 published in the Kossuth 
County (Algona, IA) Advance March 27, 

2026.)
---

This and other legal notices 
from around Iowa are searchable at 

iowapublicnotices.com.

COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS: FENTON, MARCH 23


