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MARCH 4, 2026
ALGONA, IOWA

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

ALGONA MUNICIPAL UTILITIES’ 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

A meeting of the Board of Trustees of the 
Algona Municipal Utilities was held at the 
Algona Municipal Utilities office, 104 W. 
Call Street, Algona, Iowa, on March 4, 
2026, at 11:00 A.M. 
The board members present were Julie 
Murphy, Chairperson; Mike Sabin, Karen 
Schaaf, Trustees.
Via Telephone: Jay Geving and Don Heu-
pel, Trustees.
Others present: John Bilsten, General 
Manager; Robert Harrington, Secretary 
and Chief Financial Officer; Abby Wolf, 
Senior Accountant.
Chairperson Murphy called the meeting 
to order at 11:08 A.M.
The consent agenda included a roll call, 
adoption of the agenda, approval of the 
minutes from February 4, 2026, and 
approval of the monthly vouchers and 
uncollectible accounts. Trustee Schaaf 
moved to approve the consent agenda, 
seconded by Trustee Sabin. The motion 
carried unanimously.
Citizens’ opportunity to address the 
Board of Trustees – no citizens in atten-
dance or on the phone.
The Chief Financial Officer presented 
the January 2026 Financial Statements/
Operations Trend Charts. Trustee Sa-
bin moved to approve and place the 
statements on file, seconded by Trustee 
Schaaf.  The motion carried unanimously.
The General Manager updated the Board 
on energy prices for January, South-
west Power Pool pricing and demand 
statistics, Basin Electric pricing nodes, 
out-of-territory potential power purchase 
agreements, utility-scale batteries, cus-
tomer analytics software, and building 
renovations.
Trustee Schaaf moved to approve Res-
olution No. 2026-05 – Reimbursement 
Resolution for Electric Utility Projects, 
seconded by Trustee Sabin.  The motion 
carried unanimously.
Trustee Geving moved to approve Reso-
lution No. 2026-06 – Avoided Cost Rate 
for Distributed Generation, seconded by 
Trustee Sabin. The motion carried unan-
imously.
Trustee Schaaf moved to approve the 
Agreement for Municipal Advisory Ser-
vices with Public Financial Management, 
Inc., seconded by Trustee Geving.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
Trustee Heupel moved to approve 2026 
Communications System Ownership and 
Lease Allocation for Joint Use of Facili-
ties, seconded by Trustee Geving.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
Trustee Schaaf moved to approve 
Change Order #2 for the Office Exterior 
Remodeling with Sande Construction, 
seconded by Trustee Sabin.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
Trustee Sabin moved to Pay Request #3 
for the Office Exterior Remodeling with 
Sande Construction for $35,936.03, sec-
onded by Trustee Heupel.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
Trustee Murphy moved to Set Date and 
Time for Bid Letting and Public Hearing 
– Furnishing Materials for Electric Dis-
tribution Improvements Project with Bid 
Opening April 9, 2026, at 2:00 P.M. and 
Public Hearing April 22, 2026, at 11:00 
A.M., seconded by Trustee Sabin. The 
motion carried unanimously.
The next Board of Trustees meeting(s) 
are scheduled for: 
• April 1, 2026 – Regular Board Meeting 
– 11:00 AM
• April 9, 2026 – Bid Opening – 2:00 PM
• April 22, 2026 – Public Hearing and 
Meeting – 11:00 AM
Trustee Schaaf moved to adjourn the 

meeting, seconded by Trustee Sabin. 
The motion carried unanimously, and the 
meeting was adjourned at 11:58 A.M.
/s/ Julie Murphy
Julie Murphy, Chairperson
Attest:
/s/ Robert Harrington
Robert Harrington, Secretary
The following vouchers were approved:
VENDOR, DESCRIPTION....... AMOUNT 
MIDAMERICAN ENERGY, NEAL 4......... 	
............................................ $487,000.00
NATIONWIDE RETIREMENT SOL., DE-
FERRED COMPENSATION.... $5,960.14
EFTPS TRANSFER, PAYROLL TAXES.. 	
.............................................. $26,528.99
CARD CENTER, EXPENSES-BUSI-
NESS 1.................................... $4,366.75
SISCO, FLEX REIMBURSEMENT.......... 	
................................................ $1,347.49
UPS, SHIPPING........................... $12.55
CHASE MANHATTAN BANK, EXPENS-
ES - BUSINESS 3...................... $189.79
TRINITY WIND, LLC, POWER PUR-
CHASED................................. $9,340.00
ONLINE SERVICES, ACTION LET-
TERS............................................ $45.73
ONLINE SERVICES, BAD DEBT PMT... 	
..................................................... $68.49
EFT - FEDERAL EXCISE TAX, FEDER-
AL EXCISE TAX......................... $665.82
AMU PAYROLL, PAYROLL EXPENSE... 	
.............................................. $78,422.28
SISCO, FLEX REIMBURSEMENT.......... 	
................................................ $3,529.84
CITY OF ALGONA, FRANCHISE FEE.... 	
................................................ $4,930.57
NATIONWIDE RETIREMENT SOL., DE-
FERRED COMPENSATION.... $5,660.14
IPERS, EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT 
SYS....................................... $58,021.10
TREASURER STATE OF IOWA, TREA-
SURER-STATE...................... $10,680.44
SISCO, FLEX REIMBURSEMENT.......... 	
................................................ $4,142.83
SISCO, PREMIUMS.............. $49,145.62
UPS, SHIPPING........................... $12.55
UPS, SHIPPING........................... $12.55
UPS, SHIPPING........................... $12.55
US CELLULAR, SERVICE......... $466.90
NATL CABLE TELEVISION COOP, 
MEMBERSHIP........................... $105.00
EFTPS TRANSFER, PAYROLL TAXES.. 	
.............................................. $26,725.10
ALGONA MUNICIPAL UTILITIES, PA-
PERLESS UTILITY BILLS..... $13,468.03
AFLAC, PREMIUMS................... $724.78
USAC, SUPPORT MECHANISM............ 	
................................................ $1,734.00
ALGONA MUNICIPAL UTILITIES, 
COMM PAPERLESS BILLS.... $3,642.04
INTERSTATE TRS FUND, TRS FUND 
CONTRIBUTION........................ $703.23
EFT - SALES TAX TRANSFER, SALES 
TAX REMITTANCE................ $51,794.71
SISCO, FLEX REIMBURSEMENT.......... 	
................................................... $367.93
NIMECA, POWER BILLING FOR JANU-
ARY..................................... $638,895.87
FORCE FITTERS, EMP CLOTHING - 
PAUL....................................... $1,303.89
JAY GEVING, TRUSTEE FEE..... $75.00
DON HEUPEL, TRUSTEE FEE... $75.00
JULIE MURPHY, TRUSTEE FEE............ 	
..................................................... $75.00
MIKE SABIN, TRUSTEE FEE...... $75.00
FORCE FITTERS, EMPLOYEE CLOTH-
ING - OPEY............................. $2,413.25
ADTRAN, INC, VIRTUAL MOSAIC SUP-
PORT....................................... $9,145.00
BLACKHAWK SPRINKLERS INC, FIRE 
SPRINKLER INSPECTION........ $135.00
CLIMATE CONTROL SYSTEMS, 2026 
EMS SERVICE CONTRACT... $1,842.50
COOKS SCRAP IRON & METAL, UNIT 
4................................................... $62.06
DISPLAY SYSTEMS INTL, WEATHER 
GRAPHICS................................. $550.00
HOMEWARD, INC, CREDIT BALANCE 
REFUND..................................... $405.48
JACKS OK TIRE SERVICE, PARTS AND 
REPAIR................................... $2,739.51
PAUL KENNE, EMPLOYEE EXPENSE.. 	
................................................... $149.78

KOSS CO EXTENSION OFFICE, TURF 
PEST CONTROL REG................. $45.00
MAINSTREET DESIGNS, INC., WHITE 
SOCKETS.................................... $18.99
MINN.MUNICIPAL UTILITIES, 2026 AL-
LIED MEMBERSHIP............... $1,740.00
NEONOVA NETWORK SERVICES, SE-
CURE IT PLUS............................. $29.40
NORTHWEST COMM NETWORK, 
BAND WIDTH............................. $616.50
KIRENIA BATISTA SARMIENTO, CRED-
IT BALANCE REFUND................... $5.90
JORGE R CABRERA, CREDIT BAL-
ANCE REFUND.......................... $255.35
ANGELA D LAWLESS, CREDIT BAL-
ANCE REFUND.......................... $310.56
PATRICK O’BRIEN, CREDIT BALANCE 
REFUND....................................... $17.04
SANDE CONSTRUCTION, CON-
STRUCTION PROJECT........ $77,360.49
A+ COMMUNICATIONS, AXIS EXTERI-
OR CAMERA.............................. $587.73
ALGONA MACHINE & SUPPLY, SUP-
PLIES........................................... $26.29
ANDAX, PAD MOUNT................ $469.37
ARNOLD MOTOR SUPPLY, DEGREAS-
ER................................................ $52.99
AUREON NETWORK SERVICES, NET-
WORK SERVICES.................. $6,982.40
BORDER STATES INDUSTRIES, MATE-
RIAL......................................... $6,831.23
CHROME TRUCK STOP, FUEL UNIT 13	
..................................................... $71.01
CINTAS CORPORATION #754, MEDI-
CAL CABINET RESTOCK.......... $566.59
CITY OF ALGONA, PLACER AI SOFT-
WARE...................................... $5,400.00
COOP RESPONSE CENTER, RE-
SPONSE CENTER.................. $1,984.78
CULVER - HAHN ELECTRIC, LINE 
VOLTAGE SENSOR..................... $86.24
DUMP IT INC., SANITATION...... $344.27
ED’S SERVICE STATION, FUEL............ 	
................................................ $1,709.28
FAREWAY STORES, SUPPLIES............ 	
..................................................... $49.30
FLETCHER-REINHARDT COMPANY, 
CABLE PREPARATION KIT....... $340.91
FORGE & BUILD UH LLC, SHOP........... 	
................................................ $1,415.13
IGLASS NETWORKS, NETWORK 
MONITORING............................ $500.00
IOWA ASSN OF MUNI UTILITIES, 
E-PAYS LOAN......................... $6,000.00
IOWA ONE CALL, UNDERGROUND 
LOCATION................................... $64.20
IRBY, TANK GRND CONN...... $2,034.08
ROD JOHNSON, EMPLOYEE EX-
PENSE....................................... $250.13
JOHNSTON AUTOSTORES, PARTS...... 	
................................................... $224.84
K & H COOP OIL CO., FUEL..... $815.00
KOSS. CO. FAIR, FAIR BROCHURE AD	
................................................... $150.00
KOSSUTH COUNTY ADVANCE, NEWS-
PAPER........................................ $125.00
KOSSUTH COUNTY TREASURER, 
KOSSUTH COUNTY EXCISE TAX.........
.............................................. $22,917.50
KOSSUTH REG. HEALTH CENTER, 
TESTING...................................... $55.00
KOSSUTH/PALTO ALTO ECON, 2026 
BUSINESS INVESTMENT...... $5,000.00
METERING & TECHNOLOGY SOL., 
STEEL E SERIES METER WIRE............
................................................... $988.40
NATL CABLE TELEVISION COOP, 
JUMPER..................................... $320.79
NATL INFO SOLUTIONS COOP, JAN 
2026 PRINT SERVICES........ $17,488.02
NIMECA, BASIN CREDIT REQUIRE-
MENT.................................. $101,039.20
NORTHERN IOWA COMM, PROGRAM-
MING................................... $108,397.41
O’REILLY AUTOMOTIVE, INC., PARTS. 	
................................................... $963.00
OAK HILL CONSULTING, FIBER PROJ-
ECT......................................... $1,554.00
POWER PLANT COMPLIANCE, MATE-
RIALS-LODGING.................. $48,229.18
JEREMY PROTHMAN, EMPLOYEE EX-
PENSE....................................... $164.75
REP COM INTERNATIONAL LLC, WIFI 
5000 RCV................................ $3,955.00

RESCO, 3RSJKT 2750......... $89,841.95
REVOLT ELECTRICAL SERVICES, 
TERMINAL BLOCKS............. $12,151.43
KAREN SCHAAF, TRUSTEE FEE.......... 	
..................................................... $75.00
SPENCER MUNICIPAL UTILITIES, 
TELEPHONE SWITCH/SIP........ $206.25
STUNDAHL CLEANING, CLEANING 
SERVICE................................. $1,100.00
TERRY-DURIN CO, METER MAIN......... 	
.............................................. $13,090.90
WECO, WIRE.......................... $1,775.34
WOODBURY COUNTY TREASURER, 
WOODBURY COUNTY TAX... $7,002.00
KARI BRACE, WINDOW REPLACE-
MENT REBATE....................... $1,500.00
KARI BRACE, WINDOW/DOOR RE-
BATE.......................................... $589.23
MARY GELHAUS, DOOR/WINDOW RE-
BATE....................................... $1,254.83
CLAUDIA MATOS FROMETA, CREDIT 
BALANCE REFUND................... $346.80
ALGONA PUBLISHING CO., ADVER-
TISING........................................ $971.67
COOKS SCRAP IRON & METAL, PART.	
....................................................... $3.04
FORGE & BUILD UH LLC, BRUSHED 
NICKEL PULL............................... $30.40
IOWA LAKES CONTINUING ED, IOWA 
LAKES CON ED......................... $495.00
JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL, SNOW 
BLOWER.................................... $171.16
KLGA & KLGZ, ADVERTISING............... 	
................................................ $1,288.00
MIDAMERICAN ENERGY CO., GENER-
ATOR POWER SUPPLY............ $425.50
SKARSHAUG TESTING LABS, TEST-
ING............................................. $963.62
ULINE, PALLET TRUCK BOX.... $516.57
VANTAGE POINT, GENERAL CON-
SULTING................................. $7,260.00
ZIEGLER INC., PYROMETER................ 	
................................................ $1,976.95
ALGONA MUNICIPAL UTILITIES, GIFT 
CERTIFICATES ......................... $100.00
ACCESS SYSTEMS, NETWORK SUP-
PORT SERVICES................... $4,640.53
AHLERS & COONEY, P.C., PROFES-
SIONAL SERVICES................ $2,232.00
BORDER STATES INDUSTRIES, MTR 
SKT.......................................... $1,854.78
DGR ENGINEERING, ENGINEERING 
SERVICES............................ $30,573.00
ERPELDING EXCAVATING ENT, WA-
TER LEAK  316 N WILLIAMS.................
.............................................. $12,532.15
HY-VEE, OFFICE SUPPLIES....... $44.15
HYGIENIC LABORATORY - AR, TEST-
ING..............................................$115.50
IOWA COMM ALLIANCE, CONFER-
ENCE REGISTRATION........... $1,170.00
IRBY, PAD CABINET STRAPS............... 	
.............................................. $13,713.87
KEMCO TIRES, INC., FLAT REPAIR ON 
TRAILER...................................... $37.00
LEADERSHIP ALGONA, LEADERSHIP 
ALGONA PROJECT................... $400.00
METLIFE SMALL BUSINESS, PREMI-
UMS......................................... $7,450.66
QWEST DBA CENTURYLINK-IA, SER-
VICE........................................... $305.43
REVOLT ELECTRICAL SERVICES, RE-
PAIR SERVICE........................ $4,758.34
SIGN WORKS, AMU LOGOS.... $184.90
VAN WERT INC, CONNECTOR.$718.44
W. W. GOETSCH ASSOCIATES, WA-
TER PUMP REPAIR.............. $20,984.00
WEBSTER COUNTY TREASURER, 
WEBSTER COUNTY TAX....... $1,167.50
WESCO DISTRIBUTION INC., MATERI-
AL.......................................... $52,913.94
LUKE DAVIS CONTRACTING, LLC, 
SUPPLIES-PRIMER................ $4,158.02
SMALL-TIME ENTERPRISE LLC, 
CLEANING SOLUTIONS -SHOP............
................................................ $7,490.00
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ALGONA CITY COUNCIL MEETING

WORK SESSION • MAR. 2, 2026
The Algona City Council met in a work 
session March 2, 2026 4:15 pm.
Mayor Murphy called the meeting to or-
der.
Present Hoover, Kohlhaas, Westling, 
Gronau, and Dearchs, Kohlhaas arrived 
at 4:52 Absent Dearchs.
Kohlhaas moved to approve the agenda.
Discussion included FY 2027 Budget and 
Revenue Projections for the following de-
partments, Library, Cenetery, Parks and 
Recreation.
Rev. and Property tax and the budget 
schedule was discussed.
Meeting convened at 4:56 and recon-
vened at 5:12.
Adjourned at 6:03.

ALGONA CITY COUNCIL MEETING
REG. SESSION • MAR. 2, 2026

The Algona City Council met in a regular 
session March 2nd, 2026 at 5:00 pm.
Mayor Murphy called the meeting to or-
der.
Present Hoover, Johnson, Kohlhaas, 
Westling, Gronau, and Dearchs. Also 
present City Administrator Tjaden, and 
City Attorney Doster
Mayor Murphy led those present in the 
Pledge of Allegiance.
Kohlhaas moved the motion to approve 
the agenda. Ayes all.
Kohlhaas moved to approve the consent 
agenda. Ayes all.
Gronau moved to adopt Resolution #26-
39, Approving notice of public hearing FY 
27 property tax levy rate. Ayes all.
Westling moved to approve middle 
School Color Run. Ayes all.
Meeting adjourned at 5:11 pm.
The following claims were approved for 
payment,
ALG FIRE, FEES....................... 2,049.20
AMAZON, SUPP.......................... 127.34
A SYST, MAINT............................ 177.59
BOLTON & MENK, 12/30 EXT................ 	

.............................................. 190,575.65
BOMGAARS, SUPOP.................. 946.79
B NELSON, TV SYS.................. 2,460.00
D EXT, MAINT........................... 1,079.50
FAST LANE, SUPP........................ 82.92
GALLS, REIMB................................ 96.7
ILEA, TRG............................... 10,250.00
IA PRIS IND, SIGNS................. 1,728.70
IA FIREMN TRG, TRG...................... 140
J ZITTRITSCH, REIMB....................... 64
KEMNA, MAINT                            .. 348.4
L RANCH, SUPP....................... 3,778.90
MS ORG, DUES................................ 100
MIDAM EGY, UTL......................... 192.22
NIACOG, MAINT.......................... 356.34
T EQUIPT, MAINT..................... 4,071.84
EBS, INS................................... 1,416.92
VISUAL E, MIS CON...................... 74.63
WHKS, 2024 WWTF................ 29,733.00
XEROZ, SUPP............................... 287.5
ZIEGLER, MAINT...................... 3,785.51
Totals by  Fund
FEN......................................... 19,599.61
RUT......................................... 13,585.05
E BEN.........................................1,320.11
C-P........................................ 189,185.65
SEWER................................... 30,283.23
THE FOLLOWING REVENUES WERE 
RECEIVED FEBRUARY 2026
GEN....................................... 236,368.19
RUT......................................... 49,836.06
E BEN........................................ 5,036.16
LOST....................................... 76,467.60
TIF............................................. 1,789.46
D SERV..................................... 4,385.76
C-P.......................................... 21,258.48
SEWER................................. 739,859.76
ST SEW................................... 24,780.62
UFU........................................... 7,332.24
ALG HOUSING............................ 799.48
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Public service over politicsBy Amy Frankl-BrandtNews EditorState Auditor Rob Sand held a townhall meeting at the Algona Public 

Library on Monday, June 30. Sand is running for Governor of Iowa. 

The crowd was made up of a mixture of Democrats, Republicans and 

Independents. People took up every seat in the room and were leaning 

against the walls. Sand started by saying “We are going to do things a 

little bit differently here today. And that’s because I want politics to be 

different than what it is. I’m constantly frustrated with what it is and 

constantly in love with the idea that it can be better than what it is right 

now.”
Sand stressed that he wanted everyone to feel welcomed and said, 

“It’s okay to disagree but we need to work together. We should give each 

other grace. Be respectful and treat people with dignity.”
Sand was born and raised in Decorah. His childhood was pretty nor-

mal. His family went to church every Sunday and enjoyed hunting and 

fi shing. He indicated that not much has changed.
When Sand was fi rst able to vote, he registered as an Independent, 

just like his parents, until he found out he had to pick a party to vote in 

the primaries.“I don’t particularly like the idea of political parties. It’s not right. 

It’s not fair. You shouldn’t have to do that,” Sand said. That’s one law 

he’d like to change. His thought is, with only two options we have to 

pick the lesser of two evils. “Everyone should have an equal voice in 

our political front. We shouldn’t tell them, ‘We’re going to take your 

tax dollars to pay for primary elections, but we’re not going to let you 

participate.’” Sand said. “What are we doing? How have we come this 

far that there are people whose primary allegiance is not to the public, 

but to a political party? I don’t think that the Democratic or the Repub-

lican Party solved enough of our problems to deserve the monopoly on 

our choices.”After Sand fi nished his education, he spent seven years at the Iowa 

Attorney General’s Offi ce. He prosecuted most of the public corruption 

in Iowa. He wrote a book about one of those cases called The Winning 

Ticket. It was also made into a documentary.
After seven years he realized every day he gets up and thinks only 

about the worst things that can be done to each other. He thought “I want 

to do something where I can have more positive impact.” That’s when 

he decided to get into offi ce. “I knew a lot about the State Auditors Of-

fi ce because they conducted the public corruption investigations that we 

would use in our offi ce.”He ran for offi ce and became Iowa’s State Auditor in 2019 and created 

a government effi ciency program called PIE, Public Innovations and Ef-

fi ciencies. It awards the best performing city, county and school districts 

across the state of Iowa. The PIE program was so effective it has been 

copied in two other states.“What if we actually wanted to do public service instead of doing 

politics?” Sand asked. He added we should do things right for the whole 

state of Iowa.  “This government is not serving the people the state of 

Iowa, it’s serving special interest groups and it’s insiders. Iowa has to 

change. So I am running for governor. “Sand recognized that many people have lost faith in the government 

and he wants to restore that. The fi rst step is by having face to face 

conversations where you can actually take the measure of the person to 

build up a good reputation.Just showing up to public forums like this one helps. Whether you 

agree with the speaker or not. “When people assume “They don’t care 

about me,’ they don’t even show up. Showing up counts. This is a way 

that we build trust. By being willing to talk [and listen] to each other.”

Sand stated he takes his responsibilities to the public very seriously, 

especially when he’s faced with tough decisions. “So, I’m happy to be 

here in front of all of you and talk about them, because I’m comfortable 

with the decisions that I’ve made.” “We can do better than this. We absolutely can. Part of the solution is 

actually having the ability to hold people accountable. It’s too easy for 

elected offi cials to simply be in the right district and have the right letter 

behind their name. We should have real accountability, not just in your 

party, but also to the public in general. I want to do public service for all. 

And it’s not complicated to dream of ways to do that.”
Sand’s grandpa used to say. “I’m never wrong. I thought I was once 

but I was mistaken.” Sand explained that sometimes we can have im-

pressions and opinions about things and we’re so sure we’re right, even 

when given new facts that might contradict what we believe. It’s hard to 

change one’s mind.“We should be more focused on what we can learn from new infor-

mation. It doesn’t mean that we’re compromising or abandoning our 

principles.” Sand said. Changing our minds in light of new information 

is how we grow, evolve and make progress.
A mental health professional in the audience pointed out that regard-

ing mental health, Iowa is in the bottom 10 percent with the Department 

of Corrections being the largest provider of mental health in Iowa and 

probably the nation. It makes no sense to me to address the problem at 

the caboose end of the train. She wanted to know if Sand had any ideas 

on how we could address mental health earlier before any harm is done. 

Sand agreed that it should be addressed when people are younger, be-

fore they go out and commit crimes. “That’s better for everyone. One 

less criminal is one less criminal victim,” Sand said. “I’d rather help 

them with their mental health problems before they become my prob-

lems too.”
When asked how he felt about using eminent domain for for-profi t 

companies, Sand said he was against it. “I don’t see how the carbon cap-

ture pipeline, for example, is for the common good. It’s not the only way 

to use CO2. It’s not the only way to make the production of ethanol more 

attractive. The idea that we’re going to pick that as opposed to lots of 

other ways that we can use CO2 for good use in different ways doesn’t 

make sense that we would take away peoples land to do it.”
Sand conveyed, “I want politicians to behave more like ordinary peo-

ple. Listen to each other. Try to solve someone else’s problems. Be ac-

countable to them. Be available and accessible to them. We can all do 

this.” 

State Auditor Rob Sand addresses the crowd at the Algona Public Library on Monday, June 30. Algona was one of the stops on his 99 

county townhall tour for his campaign for governor. Amy Frankl-Brandt photo.Public service over politics
Library on Monday, June 30. Sand is running for Governor of Iowa. 

The crowd was made up of a mixture of Democrats, Republicans and 

Independents. People took up every seat in the room and were leaning 

against the walls. Sand started by saying “We are going to do things a 

little bit differently here today. And that’s because I want politics to be 

different than what it is. I’m constantly frustrated with what it is and 

constantly in love with the idea that it can be better than what it is right 

now.”

“It’s okay to disagree but we need to work together. We should give each 

other grace. Be respectful and treat people with dignity.”mal. His family went to church every Sunday and enjoyed hunting and 

fi shing. He indicated that not much has changed.just like his parents, until he found out he had to pick a party to vote in 

the primaries.
It’s not fair. You shouldn’t have to do that,” Sand said. That’s one law 

he’d like to change. His thought is, with only two options we have to 

pick the lesser of two evils. “Everyone should have an equal voice in 

our political front. We shouldn’t tell them, ‘We’re going to take your 

tax dollars to pay for primary elections, but we’re not going to let you 

participate.’” Sand said. “What are we doing? How have we come this 

far that there are people whose primary allegiance is not to the public, 

but to a political party? I don’t think that the Democratic or the Repub-

lican Party solved enough of our problems to deserve the monopoly on 

our choices.”

Attorney General’s Offi ce. He prosecuted most of the public corruption 

in Iowa. He wrote a book about one of those cases called 

Ticket

about the worst things that can be done to each other. He thought “I want 

to do something where I can have more positive impact.” That’s when 

he decided to get into offi ce. “I knew a lot about the State Auditors Of-

fi ce because they conducted the public corruption investigations that we 

would use in our offi ce.”
a government effi ciency program called PIE, Public Innovations and Ef-

fi ciencies. It awards the best performing city, county and school districts 

across the state of Iowa. The PIE program was so effective it has been 

copied in two other states.
politics?” Sand asked. He added we should do things right for the whole 

state of Iowa.  “This government is not serving the people the state of 

Iowa, it’s serving special interest groups and it’s insiders. Iowa has to 

State Auditor Rob Sand addresses the crowd at the Algona Public Library on Monday, June 30. Algona was one of the stops on his 99 

county townhall tour for his campaign for governor. 

Get the facts on blood donor eligibility
Save a life this summer

Community blood centers, like LifeServe Blood Center, collect 

approximately 60 percent of the nation’s blood supply. Annually, it 

takes thousands of generous volunteer donors to support local hos-

pital patients through blood donation.Unfortunately, of the total U.S. population, 62 percent are eligible 

to donate, but only 3 percent donate blood each year. Often, people 

assume they are ineligible to donate blood because there are mul-

tiple myths surrounding blood donation.For example:MYTH: I can’t donate blood because I’m on medication.
FACT: Most medications do not disqualify you from donating.

MYTH: Diabetics on insulin cannot donate blood.
FACT: Diabetics on insulin can donate blood if their condition is 

well-managed.

MYTH: I have a tattoo, so I can’t donate blood.
FACT: You can donate blood if your tattoo was done at a state-

regulated tattoo shop.
Let us help you determine if you can donate blood. Together, we 

can truly make a lifesaving impact here locally, in our community.

Algona Community Blood Drive, Aug. 4 from 12:30-5:30 p.m. at 

201 East Nebraska, Algona.Algona Community Blood Drive, Aug 22 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at 

226 North Putnam Street, Algona.Schedule a blood donation appointment online at lifeserveblood-

center.org or by calling 800-287-4903.

A rainbow made an appearance at Harlan Rogers Sports Complex in Fort Dodge during the 

North Union vs. GTRA game. District baseball began this week for area teams. Photo by Greg 

Grabianowski

Stevens retires from Kossuth County Secondary Roads
By Molly MontagNews CorrespondentSecondary Roads worker Lynn Stevens will retire this week after 

seven years with the department. 

Stevens, of Algona, was honored Tuesday, July 8, by Kossuth 

County offi cials with a certifi cate of appreciation for his years of 

service upon his retirement. The framed certifi cate was presented 

to Stevens during the regular Kossuth County Board of Supervisors 

meeting in Algona.Kossuth County Engineer Doug Miller said Stevens 

Kossuth County Supervisor Carter Nath presents Stevens 

with a certifi cate of appreciation. Molly Montag photo.
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