
The Central Springs Community 
School District Board of Education 
at their March 23 meeting discussed 
conversations with Rudd-Rock-
ford-Marble Rock School officials 
about opportunities with RRMR.

“We are in conversations with 
Rudd-Rockford-Marble Rock 
School District,” Jean Schilling, 
Board President said. “Their board 

Hoover’s Hatchery launches  
easy-clean chicken coop to  

support backyard poultry growth
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As the 
2026 leg-
i s l a t i v e 
session un-
folds in Des 
M o i n e s , 
local gov-
e r n m e n t s 
across North Iowa are close-
ly watching — and weigh-
ing in on — policy decisions 
that could have direct im-
pacts on property taxes, in-
frastructure funding, and 
county services.

Since 2020, property 
taxes in Iowa have climbed 
noticeably, with the state 
averaging more than a 10 
percent increase over the 
past two years alone — a 
trend that has many home-
owners feeling the pinch as 
bills rise faster than wages 

and inflation.  
Having lived outside the 

country, I once said I would 
never complain about pay-
ing taxes after witnessing 
how slowly — or not at all 
— basic services function 
when taxes aren’t collect-
ed. However, amid recent 
stories of fraud and govern-
ment waste, some are now 
questioning whether taxing 
property someone already 
owns is fair at all, with crit-
ics arguing the practice it-
self should be illegal.  

County boards of super-
visors, city councils, and 
school districts are being 
watched closely as they 
are beginning their annual 
budgeting processes at the 
same time state lawmakers 
are debating proposals that 
could alter how much reve-
nue local governments can 
collect and how projects are 

funded.
Property taxes continue 

to be one of the most dis-
cussed issues at local gov-
ernment meetings through-
out North Iowa. Rising 
assessments, combined 
with inflation-driven costs 
for labor, fuel, and materi-
als, have created pressure 
on county and city budgets 
— even in communities 
that have tried to keep levy 
increases modest.

Several legislators have 
indicated they want to re-
visit property tax policy 
this session, with ideas 
ranging from additional 
rollback adjustments to 
limits on local government 
spending growth. Local of-
ficials say those discussions 
are being watched closely, 
as changes at the state level 
can directly affect funding 
for roads, emergency ser-

vices, and public facilities.
“Any adjustment made in 

Des Moines has a ripple ef-
fect locally,” one county of-
ficial noted during a recent 
meeting. “The challenge is 
balancing taxpayer relief 
with the ability to provide 
essential services.”

Infrastructure and Capital 
Projects Under Scrutiny

Infrastructure funding 
is another key issue on the 

radar. Many North Iowa 
counties are managing 
aging roads, bridges and 
public buildings while nav-
igating higher construc-
tion costs than in previous 
years.

Local leaders say uncer-
tainty around state funding 
streams makes long-term 
planning difficult. Some 
counties are also reviewing 
past capital projects and 
bond obligations to ensure 

costs align with current fi-
nancial realities.

With federal pandem-
ic-era funding programs 
now largely exhausted, 
local governments are re-
assessing how future proj-
ects will be financed — and 
whether some may need to 
be delayed or scaled back.

Transparency and Public 
Engagement in Focus

Across the region, res-
idents are showing in-
creased interest in how 
decisions are made at the 
county and city level. At-
tendance at board meetings 
has ticked upward in some 
communities, particular-
ly when topics like zoning, 
land use, taxation, or large 
capital expenditures are on 
the agenda.

Local officials say trans-
Property taxes, see Page 3
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Central Springs High School to host NCAA III dual – See Page 3
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Happenings
Share the love 
with a blood 
donation
during heart 
month 

Forget the Valentine 
cards this #HeartMonth 
and instead, give the gift 
of life. Blood donation 
plays a vital role in heart 
surgeries, emergency 
treatments, and other 
medical needs. Share the 
love during the month of 
February and make a blood 
donation. 

“During Heart Month, 
donating blood products 
like whole blood, platelets, 
and plasma is a powerful 
way to support cardiovas-
cular health for both the 
donor and the communi-
ty,” said Dr. Alex Smith, 
LifeServe Blood Center 
Medical Director. 

The next blood drive will 
be held in Charles City on 
February 10 12:30 to 5:30 
p.m. at 705 3rd Avenue

Schedule an appoint-
ment by visiting lifeserve-
bloodcenter.org or by 
calling 800-287-4903. 

Date H L Prec.
Tues. Jan. 27 17 -15 2 
Wed. Jan. 28 8 -2 4 
Thurs. Jan. 29 12 -9 -9
Fri. Jan. 30 10 -9 T 
Sat. Jan. 31 10 -3 4 
Sun. Feb. 1 19 15 .18 
Mon. Feb. 2 25 11

Property taxes, spending and accountability
Local governments confront tough choices in 2026

By Julie Salisbury
The RRMR community 

as well as the communities 
of Greene and Osage are 
reeling from the loss of Mr. 
Kent Shultz, a longtime 
teacher and coach at Rock-
ford.

As the news spread 
throughout the day on Fri-
day, it didn’t take long for 
the tributes to start pop-
ping up on social media of 
just what kind of lasting 
influence Kent had on most 
everyone he came into con-

tact with.
The foremost comment 

was “he believed in me be-
fore I believed in myself.”

Kent was a remarkable 
man that earned his stu-
dent’s respect, by being re-
spectful of his students.  He 
had an aura around him that 
just made a person want 
to be better and do better.  
Former students comment-
ed that he was amazing, 
generous, kindhearted, an 
angel on earth, a positive 
influence, extraordinary, 
one of the best, filled with 
integrity, a mentor, the 

best coach, a selfless man.  
As you can see, in real-

ity, there probably aren’t 
enough words to adequately 
describe the qualities of Mr. 
Kent Shultz.

According to reports, a 
two-vehicle crash on Inter-
state 90 in southern Minne-
sota claimed the life of Kent 
Schulz, age 61, of Osage, on 
Thursday night, January 
29.

According to author-
ities, the crash occurred 
about 8:35 p.m. on west-

bound I-90 east of Austin, 
Minnesota. A Subaru SUV 
struck a deer and came to 
rest in the roadway. Shortly 
after, a Nissan SUV collid-
ed with the disabled vehi-
cle.

Shultz, who was a pas-
senger in the Subaru, died 
at the scene.

The Subaru was driven 
by Sarah Shultz, 60, Shul-
tz’s wife. She sustained 
non-life-threatening inju-
ries and was transported by

Kent Shultz, see Page 3

RRMR reeling after loss of one of the best

KENT SHULTZ

Ticket to State Wrestling
Central Springs freshman Trista Pike has punched her 
ticket to the girls state wrestling tournament.  Trista 
is a member of the Mason City Riverhawk girl’s wres-
tling team and is the daughter of Derek and Amy Pike 
of Nora Springs.

Rockin’ the morning
Central Springs fourth graders Harper Bass and Vayda Black enjoying themselves 
at the Surf Ballroom Winter Dance Party Kids Show on Wednesday, January 28.

Central Springs fourth 
and fifth grade students at-
tended the Surf Ballroom 
Winter Dance Party Kids 
Show on Wednesday, Jan-
uary 28.  They were part 
of approximately 600 stu-
dents from local schools 
who got to rock the morn-
ing away.

They got to watch a skit 
by Clear Lake High School 

students that was written 
by people who were at the 
1959 Winter Dance Party. 
They then got to have a sock 
hop with the band and expe-
rience what it would have 
been like to be at that 1959 
Dance Party.

The students even got a 
chance to see the phone that 
Buddy Holly and Richie 
Valens made their last 

phone calls on. 
This field trip was the 

ending to a month long 
class study of the History of 
Rock and Roll by the fourth 
grade students and the lives 
and careers of Buddy Holly, 
Richie Valens and J.P. “The 
Big Bopper” Richardson by 
the fifth graders.“

Fourth graders re-enact the 
history of Rock and Roll
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HOOVER’S HATCHERY

Hoover’s Hatchery’s new Lean-To Easy Clean Chicken Coop built from recycled plastic. 

Hoover’s Hatchery is ex-
panding beyond chicks and into 
coop design with the launch of 
its first branded housing prod-
uct, the Hoover’s Lean-To Easy 
Clean Chicken Coop.

The family-owned company, 
which has specialized in hatch-
ing poultry for more than 80 
years, developed the coop to 
address common frustrations 
backyard chicken keepers face 
with traditional wooden struc-
tures. According to Marketing 
Director Matt Bradley, mainte-
nance issues were a key factor 
driving the product’s develop-
ment.

“W have seen what troubles 
people when they get into it,” 
Bradley said. “There’s a lot 
to love about the lifestyle but 
there are chores that go along 

BY LIV DENNIS
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with it just like with any pets 
or anything that you bring into 
your house.”

 A traditional wooden coop 

requires a lot of maintenance 
and is much harder to clean. 
Along with that, it is prone to 
rot, warp and is hospitable to 

mites. 
The new Lean-

To Easy Clean Chicken 
Coop is constructed from 
recycled plastic 
panels designed 
to resist moisture and pests 
while simplifying maintenance. 
The smooth interior and re-
movable panels allow users to 
rake out bedding, hose down 
surfaces and complete cleaning 
in roughly five minutes.

“It doesn’t take nearly as 
much time and it also lasts for 
a really long time due to the 
materials. They don’t rot, they 
don’t warp and it’s just a solid, 
easy way to handle a lot of the 
big headaches that can come 
with backyard chickens,” he 
said.

The coop can house up to 10 
chickens and includes external 
nest boxes for easy egg col-
lection without disturbing the 

f l o c k . 
M u l t i -

ple access 
points allow 

owners to re-
fill food and wa-
ter quickly, while 

built-in ventilation and 
predator-proof latches keep 
birds safe and comfortable. A 
raised design, ramp, perches 
and nesting boxes make dai-
ly tasks like feeding, watering 
and health checks simple.

While the design offers prac-
tical benefits, Bradley noted 
that introducing a non-tradi-
tional coop style has presented 
some challenges.

“It’s taking some education 
for sure,” he said. “I think it’s 
ingrained in people’s minds 
that a chicken coop looks like 

COOP to page 5
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Central Springs BOE 
addresses RRMR 

conversations

CSCSD BOE President Jean Schilling

An early morning fire on Sun-
day, March 29, destroyed six apart-
ments in Rudd.  The building often 
referred to as the old manor went 
up in flames a little after 1 a.m. with 
fire departments from Rudd, Rock-
ford, Marble Rock, Nora Springs 

and Floyd responding. Thankfully, 
everyone got out safely and there 
were no injuries.  Sunday after-
noon, flames could still be seen 
popping up in the ceiling of one 
of the apartments and a fire alarm 
could still be heard beeping.  It is 
not known how many people have 
been displaced by the loss of the 
structure.

FIRES WREAK HAVOC ON HOMES, BALES

JO HAIN

Firefighters spray water on the smoldering bales just yards away from livestock at the farm of Doug and Jo Hain of Nora Springs.

A fire south of Nora Springs 
on Monday, March 23, destroyed 
120 round bales of hay at the resi-
dence of Doug and Jo Hain.  It ap-

pears the bales got hot and started 
on fire and with the strong winds 
the fire easily spread. Rockford 
and Nora Springs volunteer fire 
departments responded to the call 
and contained it as the only thing 
that could be done was to let them 

burn. On Saturday, March 28, the 
strong winds stirred things up 
again and Rockford, Rudd and 
Nora Springs were back to con-
tain the fire again.  Thankfully, no 
one was injured and no livestock 
were lost.

Fire destroys 120 bales
Fire destroys main 

floor of Willert home

JANICE WILLERT

The aftermath of the fire at the David and Janice Willert home east of Rockford.

A fire at the David and Janice 
Willert home east of Rockford 
on Thursday, March 19, start-
ed in the kitchen and ultimately 
destroyed the main level of the 
home with smoke and water dam-

age.  Janice, who was home at the 
time, was able to safely evacuate 
and the firemen were able to get 
their daughter’s dog safely out of 
the basement. The Marble Rock 
and Rockford fire departments re-
sponded to the fire, and not only 
saved the dog but kept the house 
intact so it can be repaired.

Fire destroys apartments in Rudd

JULIE SALISBURY / STAFF

What remains of the apartments on the east side of Rudd, referred to as the old manor, after early Sunday morning’s fire.
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RRMR BOE names Nick Johnson as 
superintendent, secondary principal

RRMR

RRMR secondary principal Nick Johnson holds 
a poster made by faculty in celebration of him 
being named the new superintendent effec-
tive July 1.

The Rudd-Rockford-Marble 
Rock Community School Dis-
trict Board of Education has an-
nounced that Nick Johnson will 
serve as the district’s new super-
intendent/secondary principal, 
pending formal board approval.

Johnson currently serves as the 
secondary principal at RRMR, 
where he has demonstrated 
strong leadership, a commitment 
to student success, and a deep un-
derstanding of the district and its 
community. With over 20 years 
of service to RRMR Schools as a 
coach, teacher, and administrator, 
Johnson brings a wealth of expe-
rience and established relation-

ships that position him to lead the 
district forward.

During his time as secondary 
principal, Johnson has focused on 
strengthening academic systems, 
supporting staff development, 
and building a positive school 
culture aligned with the district’s 
“Warrior Way.” He has also led 
efforts in Multi-Tiered Systems 
of Support (MTSS), college and 
career readiness through Xello 
implementation, and expanding 
student opportunities both inside 
and outside the classroom.

Johnson expressed gratitude 

JOHNSON to page 2


