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By
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Lein

As the 
2026 leg-
i s l a t i v e 
session un-
folds in Des 
M o i n e s , 
local gov-
e r n m e n t s 
across North Iowa are close-
ly watching — and weigh-
ing in on — policy decisions 
that could have direct im-
pacts on property taxes, in-
frastructure funding, and 
county services.

Since 2020, property 
taxes in Iowa have climbed 
noticeably, with the state 
averaging more than a 10 
percent increase over the 
past two years alone — a 
trend that has many home-
owners feeling the pinch as 
bills rise faster than wages 

and inflation.  
Having lived outside the 

country, I once said I would 
never complain about pay-
ing taxes after witnessing 
how slowly — or not at all 
— basic services function 
when taxes aren’t collect-
ed. However, amid recent 
stories of fraud and govern-
ment waste, some are now 
questioning whether taxing 
property someone already 
owns is fair at all, with crit-
ics arguing the practice it-
self should be illegal.  

County boards of super-
visors, city councils, and 
school districts are being 
watched closely as they 
are beginning their annual 
budgeting processes at the 
same time state lawmakers 
are debating proposals that 
could alter how much reve-
nue local governments can 
collect and how projects are 

funded.
Property taxes continue 

to be one of the most dis-
cussed issues at local gov-
ernment meetings through-
out North Iowa. Rising 
assessments, combined 
with inflation-driven costs 
for labor, fuel, and materi-
als, have created pressure 
on county and city budgets 
— even in communities 
that have tried to keep levy 
increases modest.

Several legislators have 
indicated they want to re-
visit property tax policy 
this session, with ideas 
ranging from additional 
rollback adjustments to 
limits on local government 
spending growth. Local of-
ficials say those discussions 
are being watched closely, 
as changes at the state level 
can directly affect funding 
for roads, emergency ser-

vices, and public facilities.
“Any adjustment made in 

Des Moines has a ripple ef-
fect locally,” one county of-
ficial noted during a recent 
meeting. “The challenge is 
balancing taxpayer relief 
with the ability to provide 
essential services.”

Infrastructure and Capital 
Projects Under Scrutiny

Infrastructure funding 
is another key issue on the 

radar. Many North Iowa 
counties are managing 
aging roads, bridges and 
public buildings while nav-
igating higher construc-
tion costs than in previous 
years.

Local leaders say uncer-
tainty around state funding 
streams makes long-term 
planning difficult. Some 
counties are also reviewing 
past capital projects and 
bond obligations to ensure 

costs align with current fi-
nancial realities.

With federal pandem-
ic-era funding programs 
now largely exhausted, 
local governments are re-
assessing how future proj-
ects will be financed — and 
whether some may need to 
be delayed or scaled back.

Transparency and Public 
Engagement in Focus

Across the region, res-
idents are showing in-
creased interest in how 
decisions are made at the 
county and city level. At-
tendance at board meetings 
has ticked upward in some 
communities, particular-
ly when topics like zoning, 
land use, taxation, or large 
capital expenditures are on 
the agenda.

Local officials say trans-
Property taxes, see Page 3
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Central Springs High School to host NCAA III dual – See Page 3
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Happenings
Share the love 
with a blood 
donation
during heart 
month 

Forget the Valentine 
cards this #HeartMonth 
and instead, give the gift 
of life. Blood donation 
plays a vital role in heart 
surgeries, emergency 
treatments, and other 
medical needs. Share the 
love during the month of 
February and make a blood 
donation. 

“During Heart Month, 
donating blood products 
like whole blood, platelets, 
and plasma is a powerful 
way to support cardiovas-
cular health for both the 
donor and the communi-
ty,” said Dr. Alex Smith, 
LifeServe Blood Center 
Medical Director. 

The next blood drive will 
be held in Charles City on 
February 10 12:30 to 5:30 
p.m. at 705 3rd Avenue

Schedule an appoint-
ment by visiting lifeserve-
bloodcenter.org or by 
calling 800-287-4903. 

Date H L Prec.
Tues. Jan. 27 17 -15 2 
Wed. Jan. 28 8 -2 4 
Thurs. Jan. 29 12 -9 -9
Fri. Jan. 30 10 -9 T 
Sat. Jan. 31 10 -3 4 
Sun. Feb. 1 19 15 .18 
Mon. Feb. 2 25 11

Property taxes, spending and accountability
Local governments confront tough choices in 2026

By Julie Salisbury
The RRMR community 

as well as the communities 
of Greene and Osage are 
reeling from the loss of Mr. 
Kent Shultz, a longtime 
teacher and coach at Rock-
ford.

As the news spread 
throughout the day on Fri-
day, it didn’t take long for 
the tributes to start pop-
ping up on social media of 
just what kind of lasting 
influence Kent had on most 
everyone he came into con-

tact with.
The foremost comment 

was “he believed in me be-
fore I believed in myself.”

Kent was a remarkable 
man that earned his stu-
dent’s respect, by being re-
spectful of his students.  He 
had an aura around him that 
just made a person want 
to be better and do better.  
Former students comment-
ed that he was amazing, 
generous, kindhearted, an 
angel on earth, a positive 
influence, extraordinary, 
one of the best, filled with 
integrity, a mentor, the 

best coach, a selfless man.  
As you can see, in real-

ity, there probably aren’t 
enough words to adequately 
describe the qualities of Mr. 
Kent Shultz.

According to reports, a 
two-vehicle crash on Inter-
state 90 in southern Minne-
sota claimed the life of Kent 
Schulz, age 61, of Osage, on 
Thursday night, January 
29.

According to author-
ities, the crash occurred 
about 8:35 p.m. on west-

bound I-90 east of Austin, 
Minnesota. A Subaru SUV 
struck a deer and came to 
rest in the roadway. Shortly 
after, a Nissan SUV collid-
ed with the disabled vehi-
cle.

Shultz, who was a pas-
senger in the Subaru, died 
at the scene.

The Subaru was driven 
by Sarah Shultz, 60, Shul-
tz’s wife. She sustained 
non-life-threatening inju-
ries and was transported by

Kent Shultz, see Page 3

RRMR reeling after loss of one of the best

KENT SHULTZ

Ticket to State Wrestling
Central Springs freshman Trista Pike has punched her 
ticket to the girls state wrestling tournament.  Trista 
is a member of the Mason City Riverhawk girl’s wres-
tling team and is the daughter of Derek and Amy Pike 
of Nora Springs.

Rockin’ the morning
Central Springs fourth graders Harper Bass and Vayda Black enjoying themselves 
at the Surf Ballroom Winter Dance Party Kids Show on Wednesday, January 28.

Central Springs fourth 
and fifth grade students at-
tended the Surf Ballroom 
Winter Dance Party Kids 
Show on Wednesday, Jan-
uary 28.  They were part 
of approximately 600 stu-
dents from local schools 
who got to rock the morn-
ing away.

They got to watch a skit 
by Clear Lake High School 

students that was written 
by people who were at the 
1959 Winter Dance Party. 
They then got to have a sock 
hop with the band and expe-
rience what it would have 
been like to be at that 1959 
Dance Party.

The students even got a 
chance to see the phone that 
Buddy Holly and Richie 
Valens made their last 

phone calls on. 
This field trip was the 

ending to a month long 
class study of the History of 
Rock and Roll by the fourth 
grade students and the lives 
and careers of Buddy Holly, 
Richie Valens and J.P. “The 
Big Bopper” Richardson by 
the fifth graders.“

Fourth graders re-enact the 
history of Rock and Roll

The Week'sThe Week's

WEATHERWEATHER
by National Weather 

Service Observer
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Gemma the therapy dog  
supports students at RRMR

A friendly face, and a wag-
ging tail, greets students at 
Rudd-Rockford-Marble Rock 
each day. Gemma, a cocker span-
iel therapy dog, has become a fa-
miliar and comforting presence 
for students at the school, help-
ing them navigate challenges and 
start their mornings with a smile.

Gemma works alongside Beth 
Gaubatz, a 7–12 special educa-
tion teacher, who said the dog’s 
intuitive personality makes her a 
natural fit for the school environ-
ment. 

“She’s really intuitive to kids’ 
feelings and she does a wonder-
ful job of calming them down,” 
Gaubatz said. “Some kids read to 
her. Generally, she just hangs out 
and when somebody needs her 
then they come get her and she 

does her job.”
On a typical day, Gemma 

spends time with students in 
classrooms and common areas, 
offering quiet companionship. 
Gaubatz said Gemma has even 
learned to handle some responsi-
bilities on her own. If she needs to 
go outside, she is trained to open 
the handicap-accessible door and 
let herself out.

Gaubatz believes therapy dogs 
play an important role in schools 
because of their ability to connect 
with students in a nonjudgmental 
way. 

“They’re trusting, they connect 
with kids and they just have a way 
of calming them down,” she said. 
“If we’re out in the hallway in the 
mornings, the kids will smile. It 
welcomes kids to school, too.”

Gemma’s impact is especially 

BY LIV DENNIS
Nora Springs Rockford Register

RRMR CSD

Gemma and student, Caleb, working together in the bus barn last year. 
RRMR CSD

Gemma in the auditorium
GEMMA to page 2

Silos & Smokestacks 
grant awarded

The Floyd County Conserva-
tion Board/Fossil & Prairie Center 
has received a grant through Si-
lo’s & Smokestacks for a season-
al internship running from May 1 
through August 31, 40 hours per 
week, Monday through Friday at a 
rate of $14.00 per hour.

The internship is to support 
Rockford Brick & Tile Ar-
chives-to-Access, a project fo-
cused on cataloging and preserv-
ing the Rockford Brick & Tile 
Company collection and expand-
ing public access to local industri-
al, agricultural, and fossil-related 
history. The intern will help move 
a large portion of the collection 
from storage into PastPerfect, a 
museum-quality collections man-
agement system with public ac-

BY JULIE SALISBURY
Nora Springs Rockford Register

The Rockford Brick & Tile was 
in business from roughly 1910 to 
1976 and brought countless jobs 
to Rockford. The company was a 
major producer of bricks and ag-
ricultural drain tile in Northeastern 
Iowa. Using local shale deposits, 
the company fueled agricultural 
expansion by producing drain tile 
crucial for the Iowa landscape, and 
its bricks built many local build-

GRANT to page 2

FLOYD COUNTY CONSERVATION/FOSSIL & PRAIRIE CENTER

One of two kilns that are still in place at the Fossil & Prairie Center outside of Rockford.

Grace Schmitt 
named 2026 Floyd 
County Beef Queen

ROCKFORD FFA

Rockford senior Grace Schmitt was crowned the 2026 Floyd County Beef Queen at the Floyd County 
Cattleman’s Banquet held on Saturday, March 21. Grace has always been very active in 4H and FFA, 
and is the current Rockford FFA President.  Grace is the daughter of Robbie and Jennifer Schmitt 
of Rockford.

Board of Supervisors 
hear opioid awareness 
campaign presentation

The Floyd County Board of 
Supervisors at their March 17 
meeting heard a grant presen-
tation from Duane Ollendick, 
Community Resource Officer 
with the Charles City Police 
Department about utilizing 
$5,395.00 of Floyd County Opi-
oid Settlement Funds for an opi-
oid awareness campaign.

“I run a Drug Awareness Pro-
gram (DAP) in our (Charles 
City) schools with the sixth 
graders,” he said. “The program 
runs about eight weeks. I’m in 
the schools three times a week, 
and I try to break the classes 
down into groups of 30 to 40 
students.”

Ollendick told the Board that 
opioid use is one topic discussed 
in his DAP program.

“We know opioids are in most 
households because they’re a 

BY VAN MITCHELL
Nora Springs Rockford Register

CHARLES CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT

Duane Ollendick serves as a Community Resource Officer with the Charles City Police Department.
SUPERVISORS to page 2

Rockford girls 
golf receives 

clubs from IGA
BY JULIE SALISBURY
Nora Springs Rockford Register

cess functionality, strengthening 
interpretation at the Fossil & Prai-
rie Center and supporting regional 
heritage tourism.

The Rockford girls golf team 
is the recipient of a set of golf 
clubs from the Iowa Golf Asso-
ciation.  Coach Carmen Staudt 
was contacted by the IGA about 
their inaugural program of do-
nating new or gently used golf 
clubs to schools who contacted 
the office to participate. The 
program was free to partici-

pate in and once Rockford was 
selected, representative Paige 
Hoffman made the trip to Rock-
ford to present the golf clubs to 
the girls team.  Accepting the 
clubs on the team’s behalf was 
Student Body President Dani-
ka deBuhr, who is the only se-
nior on the girls team this year. 
Coach Staudt commented, “ I 
appreciate the donation as are 
team can always use equipment 
to grow our program.”

RRMR GOLF

IGA representative 
Paige Hoffman and 

Danika deBuhr.


