
Eleven exceptional 
youth were honored 
on March 1 for their 
achievements in com-
pleting detailed record 
books and excelling in 
various projects. These 
records meticulously 
tracked income and 
expenses related to live-
stock or static projects 
and included documen-
tation of community ac-
tivities, service projects, 
and club events. 

Among the celebrated 
youth, Abigail Longley of 
the English Strivers 4-H 
Club received numerous 
awards for her accom-
plishments in Clothing & 
Fashion, $20 Challenge, 
Visual Arts, Photogra-
phy, Communications, 
Health & Child Develop-
ment, Food & Nutrition, 
Veterinary Science, Dogs, 
and was named the Top 
Intermediate Record 
Book. 

From the Nor-Luco 
4-H Club, Haley Petty 
was recognized for her 
work in Sewing & Needle 
Art, Food & Nutrition 
and Horticulture. Hunter 
Petty was recognized 
for his excellent work in 
woodworking. 

The remaining recipi-
ents hailed from the Der-
by Blue Ribbon Winners 
4-H Club, showcasing 
their dedication and 
expertise in a variety of 
fields: 

Emersen Gunzen-
hauser: Honored for 
achievements in Cloth-
ing & Fashion, Visual 
Arts, Photography, Home 
Improvement & Home 
Grounds Improvement, 
Communications, Citi-
zenship, Outdoor Adven-
tures, Woodworking, Self 
Determined, Poultry and 
Goats. Emersen was also 
awarded the Top Senior 
Record Book. 

Oliver Palmer: Com-
mended for achieve-
ments in Visual Arts, 
Photography, Home 
Improvement & Home 
Grounds Improvement 
and Food & Nutrition. 

Brandt Cobb, Chase 
Cobb & Owen Hamp-
ton: All three received 
achievements for their 
efforts in Market Beef. 

Jace Throckmorton 
& Cayden Schlutz: Both 

were commended for 
their achievements in 
Breeding Beef. Jace was 
also named the Top 
Junior Record Book. 

Colton Schlutz: 
Awarded for his efforts 
in Market Swine. 

We had two members 
who submitted a record 
book for the first time. 
These members were 
Oliver Palmer and Owen 
Hampton. 

These young indi-
viduals exemplify the 
values of hard work, 
dedication, and com-
munity involvement 
fostered through their 
4-H Club participation. 
Their accomplishments 
serve as an inspiration 
to peers. Congratula-
tions to all recipients!
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American Legion
Carl L. Caviness Post 102

All legion members are encouraged to attend,
and all military veterans are invited to join.

Meeting 1st Monday
of the month at 7 p.m.

Freewill donation 
meal at 6:30 p.m.

PUBLIC NOTICE OF SPECIAL
ELECTION

  Notice  is  hereby  given  to  the
qualified electors of The Mormon
Trail  Community  School
District  in  Decatur,  Clarke,
Lucas & Wayne County, Iowa
  Special Election will  be held to
fill  vacancy  of  School  Board
Director at Large.
  Tuesday, April 7, 2026
  Polls open at 7:00 am and close
at 8:00 pm 
  Lucas  County  Eligible  Electors
will  vote at the Lucas Community
Center  and will  vote absentee at
your  Auditor's  office.   You  may
contact  Auditor,  Julie  Masters  at
641-774-4512  Opt.  3  or  email:
mastersj@lucasco.org 
  Decatur  &  Wayne  County
Auditors  will  administer  the
special  election  for  their  eligible
electors.   
  Decatur County Eligible Electors
will  vote  at  the  Van  Wert
Community  Center  and  will  vote
absentee at your Auditor?s office.
You  may  contact  Auditor,
Stephanie Daughton  at  641-446-
4323  or  email:
decauditor@grm.net
  Wayne & Clarke County Eligible
Electors  vote  at  the  Humeston
Community  Center,  Humeston
Iowa and will  vote absentee with
Wayne  County  Auditor,  Michelle
Dooley at 641-872-2242 or email:
mdooley@waynecountyia.org 
  First  Day absentee ballots may
be  mailed  or  voted  in  person  is
Wednesday, March 18, 2026.
  The  deadline  for  eligible
electors  to  pre-register  for  this
election  is  Monday,  March  23,
2026 @ 5pm.
  The  deadline  to  request  an
absentee  ballot  to  be  mailed  is
Monday, March 23, 2026 @ 5pm.
  The  deadline to  vote absentee
In-Person  at  the  Lucas  County
Auditor's  office  is  Monday,  April
6, 2026 @ 4PM.
  Pre-registered  voters  are
required  to  provide  an  approved
form  of  identification  at  the
polling  location  before  receiving
and  casting  a  regular  ballot.
Voters  who  are  not  pre-
registered-such  as  voters
registering  to  vote  on  election
day-or  voters  changing precincts
must  also  provide  proof  of
residency. 
  A voter who is unable to provide
an approved form of identification
(or proof of residence if required)
may have one of the following:
1) Voter's  identity/residence

attested  to  by  another
registered  voter  in  the
precinct,

2) Proof  of  identity  and
residency using Election Day
Registration documents,

3) cast  a provisional  ballot  and
provide  proof  of
identity/residency  at  the
Wayne  County  Auditor's
Office  by  noon  on  Monday,
April 13, 2026.

  Election  Day  Registrant
attesters  must  provide  an
approved form of identification.
  For additional information about
providing proof of  identity  and/or
residency  visit:
https://sos.iowa.gov/voterid  or
phone 641-872-2242.
  Any  voter  who  is  physically
unable to enter a polling location
has the right to vote in the voter's
vehicle.  For  further  information,
please  contact  the  County
Auditor's  Office at  the  telephone
or E-mail address listed below.
  Lucas  County  Auditor  and
Commissioner  of  Elections  641-
774-4512  Opt.  3  or
mastersj@lucasco.org

Julie L Masters
Lucas County Auditor and

Commissioner of Elections
916 Braden Ave.

Chariton, IA 50049
  Candidate  listing  for  Special
Election
  Mormon Trail Community School
District
  April 7, 2026
  For  Director  At-Large  to  Fill
Vacancy
       Vote for no more than One  
  Matthew Cromer
  Andrew Bexten

LEGALSField Day Hunter Education course slated
Lucas County Conservation 

will be hosting a Field Day 
Hunter Education course at Pin 
Oak Lodge south of Chariton, 
IA on Saturday, April 25th from 
8:00am to Noon.   Physical 
address for Pin Oak Lodge is 
45996 State Hwy 14, Chariton, 
IA 50049.  

Hunter education is a 
mandatory program that is 
designed to introduce students 
to several life-long skills that 
are important to many different 
types of outdoor recreational 
opportunities.  The course 

teaches students basic survival 
and first aid skills, water safety, 
wildlife identification, the 
basics of wildlife management, 
hunting laws and firearm/ar-
chery safety.  Hunter education 
also stresses the importance of 
individual responsibility and 
outdoor ethics.  

Iowa law requires that any-
one born after January 1, 1972 
must be certified in hunter ed-
ucation before they are eligible 
to purchase an Iowa hunting 
license.  

To attend this field day, 

students must register for the 
course and complete the online 
course work at  HYPERLINK 
“https://www.hunter-ed.com/
iowa/” https://www.hunter-ed.
com/iowa/. Once the student 
has completed the online 
portion, print off the field day 
voucher and bring it to the 
class.  Class sign-up will go live 
on Tuesday, March 10th AND 
SPOTS WILL FILL UP FAST! 
Don’t wait to sign up!

Please note: When register-
ing a child for this course please 
be sure to login as the child 

wishing to register or create 
account for that child and do 
not login or register yourself as 
a parent unless you are want-
ing to take the course yourself 
for certification.  Students who 
have previously purchased 
Iowa DNR Licenses (such as 
youth deer tags), will already 
have an Iowa DNR account and 
should register for this field day 
using their personal informa-
tion. 

March 1: Local youth recognized for 
outstanding achievements

Back Row Left to Right- Chase Cobb, Colton Schlutz, Cayden Schlutz 
Front Row Left to Right- Haley Petty, Abigail Longley, Emersen Gunzenhauser, Jace Throckmor-
ton, Oliver Palmer, Hunter Petty, Brandt Cobb Not Pictured: Owen Hampton


