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By Gloria Yoder, The Amish Cook

"Mom, today at school
they said it is supposed
to snow up to 14 inches!"
In past years the predic-
tions of howmuch snow
always exceeded the ac-
tual accumulation. When
I tried to prep the excited
children for a potential
disappointment, it fell
on deaf ears. "But Mom,
they said it will — it's
actually going to." "Okay,
we'll see, it might." Ev-
eryone knew about 'Fern'
moving in with winter
fury in ways we don't
usually see in Southern
Illinois. Most folks were
fired up about it, but
then there are always
those who would rather
do without.

On Saturday evening
when we retired for the
night there was a slight
skiff over the grass. I
wondered where things
would be by the follow-
ing morning. Daybreak
brought breathtaking
beauty — pure white

covered all the landscape
in the quiet outdoors.
Besides the birds and the
occasional bleating of the
sheep, it was perfectly
still — there was not a
single vehicle or motor
to be heard. Church was
canceled for the day. As
the children awoke one
by one, they were elated
— snow like they've nev-
er seen before! Only they
were stressed out that
their boots would never
be tall enough to keep all
the snow out — and yes,
it was close to 14 inches! I
assured them we'd work

something out.
By midmorning I

pulled on Julia's boots
which were a tad taller
than mine and stomped
toward the barn. Wow, it
was refreshingly chilly,
and yes, I got more ex-
ercise in by walking to
the barn than I usually
would! With the animals
drinking their water
before it froze, I set out
to dig out Daniel's old
boots. Though his feet
were a good notch larger
than mine, I decided it
would potentially do the
trick in keeping my feet
dry — or at least more
so. Clomping around in
them I mused to myself,
"Now I know what it is
like to walk in his shoes
…" Well, not really, but it
felt good, especially as I
did what he used to do.

In the shop I walked
past the chop saw in the
corner where our wed-
ding 'eck' (corner with
the bridal table) had
been. Wow, much has
happened since then, but

it was okay; I'll never
regret that phase in my
life, though it did not last
as long as I thought it
would. Coming back to
a warm house felt good
— why, I can't imagine
what life is like for those
who simply don't have
an adequate place to stay
warm! I loved watching
the children romp and
roll in the snow and yes,
their boots were filled
with snow, but thanks
to a heater in the living
room, it did a fantastic
job in drying clothes in
short order so they could
go again.

After breakfast we
all gathered around the
living room where we lis-
tened in on the phone on
conference while one of
the church men shared
a devotional followed
by a children's story,
some families singing
and general chitchat.
A poem read by one of
the elders at church got
my attention: "I thank
thee Lord for mine un-

answered prayers … yet
it seemed hard among
my heavy cares that bit-
ter day, I wanted joy but
thou didst know for me,
that sorrow was the gift
I needed most, and in its
mystic depth I learned to
see the Holy Ghost …" I
couldn't help but think
that at his age he must
have experienced this for
himself; it motivated me
to keep going even when
life has many prayers
and petitions that are un-
answered in our natural
way of thinking.

Over a foot of snow
also means snow to
scrape from the drive-
way. Thanks to generous
neighbors, in the first
day we were able to use
the driveway. Imagine
how impressed the boys
were to see the heap of
snow growing steadily as
the driveway was being
cleared. They decided it
would be a perfect op-
portunity to make a tun-
nel through it. Though
they haven't completed

the project, a nice roomy
tunnel is cut through
about half of it.

Monday was snow
day at school, but today
it's back in swing again.
Three of the children
ended up not going with
a flu they picked up.
Hopefully by tomorrow
they'll all be back on the
run again.

With the flu around,
chicken noodle soup al-
ways makes people feel
better. Here is my recipe!

CHICKEN NOODLE
SOUP

2 quart chicken broth
8 oz. medium or fine

noodles
1 cup shredded carrots

(opt)
1 cup diced potatoes

(opt)
2 cups chicken, cooked

and diced
Salt to taste
Combine all ingredi-

ents in a kettle, simmer
till noodles and veggies
are soft.
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Everyone gets a snow day

By Curt Swarm, Empty Nest

We stopped at the
Three Crosses on Hwy
218 to pray as we headed
for Ashland, WI to take
care of my brother,
Mike's, or Michael's (as
he preferred to be called),
affairs. He died Sunday
morning, Jan. 25, at the

age of 84.
Mike was six years old-

er than me, so we weren't
that close. But I have
some vivid memories of
him. One time I stepped
on a nail in the chicken
house, and couldn't walk.
Mike carried me to the
car so I could be taken
me to the doctor.

Mike's appendix rup-
tured when he was a
teenager. He was hauled
to the hospital in Des
Moines in the funeral
home's hearse. I thought
he was going to die. He
almost did, from perito-
nitis, but pulled through
after about a week in
the hospital. He gave a
speech at school about
his ordeal and made ev-
eryone sick.

Mike was tall, 6'2” or
3. He played basketball
for Monroe. The team
went to the State Boy's
Basketball Tournament
in Des Moines, not as
players but observers. It
snowed so hard they had
to spend the night in Vet-
eran's Auditorium and
come home the next day.
They slept on the bleach-
ers, he told me. Mom was
so worried because she
didn't know what was
going on until late. The
coach had to notify par-
ents by payphone.

Mike was a good stu-
dent, liked by everyone.
Years after he graduated,
people were still asking,
“What's Mike up to?”
I had a hard time with
that, because in high
school, teachers thought
I was another Mike. I
wasn't, as they quickly
learned.

On the road to Ash-

land, WI, which is way up
on Lake Superior, Ginnie
noticed a small crack in
the windshield. It was
about six-to-eight inches
long, rising up from un-
der a wiper like a Cobra.
I told Ginnie not to worry
about it. She said, “A
crack is a break.”

It was so cold in Ash-
land. It's been cold here
in Iowa also, but that lake
effect, to me, seemed to
make it so much worse,
like a pup turning into
a polar bear. Although I
did notice the locals run-
ning around without hats
or gloves, yukking it up
like it was a spring day.
Not me. I stayed cold for
the duration.

We were able to take
care of Mike's affairs in
short order, thanks to
him having made his
final arrangements be-
fore hand, something we
weren't aware of. We met
with the funeral home di-
rector, Mike's bank, and

the nursing home where
Mike had been living
for the last three years.
Cleaning out Mike's
personal items from his
nursing home room was
the hardest part. I had
no idea a person could
cram so much stuff into
one small room. But he
did. Ginnie wanted me
to keep Mike's television
earphones because at
home I have the volume
cranked. Huh? She also
wanted me to take Mike's
walker, “For future
needs,” she said. Oh.
On the night stand was
a little urn of his dog's
ashes. We wound up with
a car load of stuff that I
have no idea what we'll
do with.

Our last stop was back
at the funeral home to
pick up the urn of Mike's
ashes. The urn was still
warm. At some future
date his remains will be
buried at the site of our
father's and mother's and

one brother's grave in
Perry, Iowa. Mike car-
ried me when I stepped
on a nail, I can carry him
home.

It was so cold when
we left Ashland, our car
let me know how rude
I was to awaken it. We
heard a snap. The six-
to-eight inch crack in
the windshield y'd off
and was progressing as
we watched to the far
side of the windshield. A
little later it y'd off in the
other direction, complet-
ing an almost perfect Y
across the windshield, as
in “Yikes!” We made it
home without the wind-
shield falling into our
laps, thank God. Mike
was with us.

RIP Michael.
Have a good story?

Call or text Curt Swarm
in Mt. Pleasant at 319-
217-0526 or email him at
curtswarm@yahoo.com.
Curt is available for pub-
lic speaking.
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JEFFERSON COUNTY BOARD
OF SUPERVISORS’ PROCEEDINGS

January 21, 2026
At 1:00 P.M., Chair Drish called the
meeting of the Board of Supervisors to
order. The meeting was held in the first-
floor meeting room of the Jefferson
County Courthouse.
Board members present were: Susie
Drish, Chairman; Joe Ledger, Vice-
Chairman; Lee Dimmitt, Supervisor.
Supervisors held a budget work session.
There being no further business, the
Board adjourned.
ATTEST:
Christy L. Conner
County Auditor

Susie Drish, Chairman
Board of Supervisors

Jefferson County Iowa
Wages Publication Report
Reporting Period From:
01/01/2025-12/31/2025
Reported Wages: Gross

Employee Name Salary
ABBOTT, ALICIA $36,225.48
ADAM, R DEAN $150.00
ALBRIGHT, ISAIAH $32,018.14
ALLSUP, ALLISON $62,048.04
ALMON, AUSTIN $75,672.30
ALTHOFF, EMMA $5,857.50
AZBILL JR, ROCKY $2,160.00
BAKER, RUTH $60.00
BAKER, STEPHEN $60.00
BEASLEY, DANNY $150.00
BEERS , ELIZABETH $13,657.50
BISGARD, TROY $67,368.44
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BISGARD, TROY $67,368.44
BOLIN, AIVERY $1,275.00
BRADBURY, BREANNA $2,057.00
BROWN, DANIEL $52,654.67
BROWN, MELINDA $54,979.62
BROWN, MICHAEL $22,733.04
BUCH, DEBORAH $68,032.32
BUERKLIN, SUJATA $52,500.86
BURNETT, BRIAN $52,018.79
BURNSTEDT, KRISTIN $54,508.08
CAMPBELL, MICHELE $64,310.52
CARROLL, DIANA $90.00
CARROLL, GARY $90.00
CHAMBERS, RAYMOND $52,491.75
COFFMAN, DYLAN $66,246.32
COLEMAN, BRANDON $67,575.44
CONNER, CHRISTINA $81,269.85
CORBIN, DOUGLAS $410.00
CORNELIUS, JOHN $61,083.03
CRAFF, LEIA $46,959.43
CRANDALL , JASON $283.00
CRANDALL , SAGE $48,488.50
CRANDALL, CHANCE $432.00
CREW, CODY $62,048.04
CRONK, CASSIDY $48,302.04
CRONK, KENNETH $70,302.64
DANIEL, QUINN $65,353.05
DAVIS, BRYON $68,633.04
DAVIS, HILLARY $77,761.44
DAVIS, WESLEY $60.00
DAVOLT, JEFFREY $49,261.00
DEAO, RUTH $62,032.92
DEKLEINE, ABBIE $65,517.48
DIMMITT, STANLEY $41,316.96
DOBSON, BRANDI $2,078.13
DRISH, BARBARA $41,316.96
DROZ, JACY $48,955.74
DROZ, WILLIAM $30,599.95
DUNKELBERGER, BENJAMIN

$65,937.86
ELMORE , TROY $36,802.50
ENSMINGER, THOMAS $77,662.45
ESTEY, KATHRYN $80,650.38
ESTLE, CHRISTINE $95,287.56
FERREL, BRETT $66,055.08
FISCHER, LAYLA $3,675.00
FITZGERALD, ALEXANDER

$74,327.00
FLINSPACH, JIM $90.00
FOREMAN, HEATH $150.00
FORSYTHE, DOYLE $66,688.35
FOWLER, MELISSA $69,381.69
FRANKLIN , WILLIAM $39,985.25
FULTON, CRAIG $90.00
GARRISON, HOWARD $360.00
GEVOCK, PHIL $30.00
GIBERSON , RICKY $33,489.53
GIBERSONMITCHELL, CHARLI

$19,200.00
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GIBERSONMITCHELL, CHARLI
$19,200.00

GLANDON, KYLE $66,127.88
GODWIN, BEN $150.00
GODWIN, ERIC $30.00
GRABER, DAN $60.00
GREINER, JOHN $60.00
HECKETHORN, GAVIN $52,364.80
HEINTZ, DEWAYNE $140,630.64
HELLWEG, JARRETT $65,270.38
HELTERBRAN, DAVID $90.00
HEMMINGER, JOSHUA $87,500.04
HEYN, AMANDA $43,739.13
HICKENBOTTOM, ELIZABETH

$65,886.72
HOLLANDER, BRIAN $60.00
HOLLINGSWORTH, DAVID $60.00
HOLTKAMP, TRENTON $66,497.08
HOUGHMASTER, GARRETT

$52,157.80
HUFF, BEN $90.00
HUFF, JON $120.00
HUSMANN , JESSE $2,885.50
JOHNSON, ANDREW $60.00
JONES, CALVIN $90.00
KELLY, EDWIN $18,333.30
KENDALL, ROBERT $62,737.30
KIEFER, RANDALL $61,917.96
KIMM, JESSICA $1,296.00
KNAAK, ADDISON $37,521.45
KOTARSKY , ASHLEY $972.00
LANKFORD, TOMMY $67,919.38
LARUE, DAKOTA $51,357.14
LAUDERMAN, BRYAN $67,317.85
LAUDERMAN, MANDI $66,354.12
LEAZER, ROBERT $34,082.56
LECOMPTE, NICOLE $7,030.00
LEDGER, ADAM $90.00
LEDGER, JOSEPH $41,316.96
LEDGER, KURT $90.00
LEDGER, MIKE $60.00
LINDEMAN , CHRISTOPHER

$20,176.00
LOCK, DENNIS $60.00
LONG , MICHAEL $42,161.00
LOVELADY, ROGER $90.00
LOVING, JEREMY $90.00
LUNSFORD, BRENDON $78,277.55
LUZADDER, HAROLD $90.00
LYDOLPH, CRAIG $100,703.50
MAJOR, RANDY $150.00
MALLINGER, DUSTIN $52,139.26
MANGES, SARAH $130,372.00
MANNING, MICHELLE $62,032.56
MARCELLUS, JERRY $102,720.86
MAYNARD, DEVIN $27,247.38
MCELDERRY, DAVID $150.00
MCHUGH, KRISTINE $2,988.67
MCLARNEY JOSEPH $120.00
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MCHUGH, KRISTINE $2,988.67
MCLARNEY, JOSEPH $120.00
MCLENNAN, BENJAMIN $59,691.25
MELCHER , ADAM $6,001.00
MERRILL, TAMARA $61,396.90
METZ, RYAN $14,491.70
MICKELS, CHRISTOPHER $62,139.95
MILLER , CASEY $22,700.00
MILLER, MARK $80,961.85
MILLER, SHERI $70,488.25
MINEART, LAURA $35,774.04
MORRISSEY, SHAWN $77,983.62
MORSBERGER, JENNA $11,427.05
MOULDING, CHAUNCEY $126,400.80
MURPHY, JACK $90.00
MYERS, MARK $77,592.96
MYERS, MIKE $60.00
NELSON , DAIN $27,843.50
NEUBAUER, RONALD $30.00
NOBLE, LAURA $54,433.54
NORDYKE, DELBERT $60.00
PARSONS, TIM $30.00
PEARSON, CODY $14,625.00
PEARSON, SHANNON $66,297.48
PHILIPS, KEATON $68,134.74
POHREN, ANGELA $81,625.35
POHREN, ASHELY $52,634.61
POHREN, JARED $66,753.14
POHREN, JOHN $3,000.00
POOL, CODY $204.00
PORTER, CARI $49,609.30
RAUSCHER, JESS $70,878.92
REBLING, STEVE $90.00
RICHMOND, BART $112,106.64
RIEGEL, CASSANDRA $62,080.50
ROE , AUSTIN $50,583.60
RYSDAM, TYLER $79,042.13
SALTS, JAMES $120.00
SAMMONS, HARRY $7,104.00
SIEREN, RICK $90.00
SIMPSON, RUSTY $78,702.15
SINN, BRIAN $10,000.71
SLOOP, WILLIAM $98,635.08
SMITH, DYLAN $6,415.78
SMITH, JUSTIN $79,078.14
SMITH, MARY $40,358.68
SMITH, PHILLIP $74,800.51
SNYDER, LAUREN $240.00
SPEES, KELLY $77,513.28
SPERRY, ALLYSON $69,531.25
STACY, GARREN $55,967.08
STEVER, BRYON $55,490.56
STEVER, SANDRA $28,985.64
STOTT, TAMARA $78,544.50
TAFT, ROBERT $56,619.84
TAGLAUER, BRIAN $60.00
THOMAS, BRITTNI $22,674.42
TILLER, BRITTNEY $1,799.99
TORRES RODRIGUEZ NELSON
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TILLER, BRITTNEY $1,799.99
TORRES RODRIGUEZ, NELSON

$78,128.40
TROUTMAN, CHEYENNE $23,625.00
VINTON, ALYSSA $8,000.00
WEBB, TONY $150.00
WEMMIE, STEVEN $91,483.92
WIBSTAD, DARCY $60,138.00
WILLSON , ASHLEY $2,016.00

SSAAFFEE SSTTEEPP.. North Americ-
a's #1 Walk-In Tub. Compreh-
ensive lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation and se-
rvice. Now featuring our FR-
EE shower package and
$1600 Off for a limited time!
Call today! Financing availab-
le. Call Safe Step 1-844-376-
4154


