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The Patriotic Panthers
4-H Club met on Febru-
ary 11, 2026, at Prairie
View Church. The meet-
ing was called to order
by President Colt Reed.
Korbyn Cason, Carly
Clarahan, Nicole Jacobs,
and Cole Millikin led the
Pledge of Allegiance. Roll
call was answered by
25 members. Secretary
Cole Millikin read the
minutes of the previous
meeting. The Treasurer's
report was given by Maci
Crow.

Business discussed
was the Valentines 4-H
Fundraiser was on Feb-
ruary 13 at 5 p.m.; Bottle
Bucket Calf/Lamb/
Goat check-in is due by
April 30; County Youth
Lock-In on Friday, Feb-
ruary 27 from 6 p.m. to
midnight; 2026 Keokuk
County Expo Fairbook
cover contest; Senior
County Scholarships
applications are due Feb-
ruary 27; Senior Gradua-
tion Cords; Next meeting
there will be guest speak-
ers to help with CPR and
first aid practice; Swine
Weigh In is due March
28. The County Council
Meeting was with Tea-
gan Swearingen, Carley
Clarahan, and Madison
Fry.

The meeting was
adjourned by Carley
Clarahan and seconded
by Cole Millikin. Sawyer
Cason, Joshua Martin,
and Colt Reed led the 4-H
Creed. The next meeting
will be held on March 11.
The activities were led
by Sharon Fritchen, Col-
ten Voyles, Levi Voyles,
and Maci Crow. Refresh-
ments were served by
Carley Clarahan and
Joshua Martin.

Reported by:
Samuel Loper, Club

Reporter

Patriotic
Panthers
4-H Club

New Sharon — Rep.
Helena Hayes officially
submitted her nomina-
tion papers to run for
re-election to the Iowa
House of Representa-
tives, representing Dis-
trict 88, which includes
Mahaska, Keokuk, and
Jefferson counties.
Hayes has served as the
Republican nominee in
the Iowa House since
2023 and is seeking a
third term.

“Five years ago, when
I first ran for office, I
told every person I met
that Mahaska, Keokuk,
and Jefferson counties
are filled with conserva-
tive, biblically-minded
people who want accu-
rate representation in
Des Moines,” Hayes said.
“Serving this district
has been a tremendous

honor, and I am excited
for this opportunity to
continue representing
these values as I seek
re-election.”

Beginning her first
term, Hayes partnered
with the Mahaska Coun-
ty Attorney to champion
landmark legislation to
criminalize the creation
and distribution of harm-
ful deepfake pornogra-
phy. The bill garnered
overwhelming bipartisan
support in the legislature
and was signed into law.
This early testament to
her proactive leadership
continues in many other
forms of legislation as
she serves as a member
on the following House
committees: Education,
Veterans Affairs, Work-
force and Development,
International Relations

and as Vice-Chair of the
Natural Resources Bud-
get Subcommittee.

Throughout her ten-
ure, Rep. Hayes has re-
mained steadfast in her
commitment to conser-
vative principles, defend-
ing the sanctity of life,
strengthening families,
and safeguarding consti-
tutional rights.

A lifelong Iowan, Hel-
ena has been married to
her husband Dan for 32
years. The couple have
three grown children
and two grandchildren.
Her deep roots in family
and community guide
her service and drive
her passion for positive,
principled leadership.
Connect with Rep. Hayes
at https://www.hel-
enaforhouse.com/

Rep. Helena Hayes submits
nomination papers for re-election

in Iowa House District 88

Rep. Helena Hayes

Submitted by ImOn
Communications

Cedar Rapids and
Southeast Iowa — Con-
struction of ImOn Com-
munications’ 100% fiber
internet network in
Southeast Iowa is now
complete, connecting
nearly 30,000 homes and
businesses in Burlington,
West Burlington, Fort
Madison, Mount Pleas-
ant, and Keokuk.

The completed net-
work delivers ultra-

reliable fiber internet
service with speeds up to
1 Gbps for homes and 10
Gbps for businesses.

Construction began in
March of 2025 in Burling-
ton and West Burlington
and concluded in Decem-
ber with the completion
of Mount Pleasant, repre-
senting a $38.6 million in-
vestment in future-ready
broadband infrastruc-
ture for the region.

“This was our most
ambitious expansion
project in company

history,” said ImOn
President and CEO
Patrice Carroll.
“Building fiber internet
infrastructure in five
communities in one year
is no small feat — but
this infrastructure will
serve these communities
for decades to come, with
strong, reliable service
and the potential for
even more speed in the
future to keep up with
growing technology
demands. To our
new Southeast Iowa

customers: thank you
for choosing ImOn, and
welcome to the fiber
family.”

During this expansion,
ImOn also acquired Dan-
ville Telecom, a fiber-op-
tic telecommunications
and broadband provider
in the area since 1901.
The Danville office now
serves as ImOn’s main
hub in Southeast Iowa,
providing technician
support, network main-
tenance, and customer
support to the surround-

ing communities.
“We’ve proudly served

this area for generations,
and we’re excited to
serve even more homes
and businesses now
through this expansion
and acquisition,” said
Gena Parsons, Vice Pres-
ident and General Man-
ager of Southeast Iowa.
“We’re growing our local
team accordingly, too, to
continue providing the
highest quality customer
support to our new, larg-
er customer base.”

In addition to South-
east Iowa, ImOn also
provides fiber internet
service in six other
metro areas across three
states: Cedar Rapids
metro, Iowa City metro,
Dubuque metro, Sioux
City metro (Iowa, Ne-
braska, South Dakota),
Clinton metro, and Mar-
shalltown.

For more information
about ImOn Communi-
cations and its services,
please visit www.imon.
net.

Construction complete: ImOn Communications lights
up five communities with fiber internet

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into
nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must
fill each row, column and box. Each
number can appear only once in
each row, column and box. You can
figure out the order in which the
numbers will appear by using the
numeric clues already provided in
the boxes. The more numbers you
name, the easier it gets to solve the
puzzle!
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