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Cedar county board
BOARD PROCEEDINGS
(FOLLOWING IS A SYNOPSIS OF 
MINUTES.FULL TEXT OF DAY’S 
MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE FOR 
INSPECTION AT AUDITOR’S OFFICE 
OR ON OUR WEBSITE—WWW.
CEDARCOUNTY.IOWA.GOV)
TIPTON, IOWA
March 17, 2026
Cedar County Board of Supervisors met 
in regular session at 8:30 a.m. March 17, 
2026 with following members present: 
Bixler, Barnhart, Gaul, Kaufmann, and 
Chairperson Bell.  Minutes reported by 
Deputy Auditor Hamdorf.  Members of 
public were also present. 
Board viewed correspondence from vari-
ous agencies.
Manure Management Annual Updates 
submitted.
It noted following Handwritten 
Disbursement issued on 3/13/2026 to 
Cedar County Treasurer for Benefits, Inc. 
for an electronic deposit:  #445287 for 
$10,794.57-self funded medical claims.
Moved by Bixler seconded by Barnhart to 
approve agenda.
Ayes: All
Chairperson Bell addressed public for 
comments.  There were none.
Moved by Barnhart seconded by Gaul 
to approve Board Minutes of March 10, 
2026.
Ayes: All
Abstain: Bixler
Moved by Gaul seconded by Barnhart to 
approve Claim Disbursements #445132 - 
#445286 paid on 3/12/2026.
Ayes: All
Board reported on Outreach/Committee 
Meetings they attended.  
Moved by Kaufmann seconded by Bell to 
approve Home Base Iowa application for 
Heather Bryant for $1,000 Cedar County 
Veterans Live Incentive.
Ayes: All
Moved by Barnhart seconded by 
Kaufmann to approve a handbook change 
for Overtime-Jailers (FLSA Section 7(k) 
Work Period).
Ayes: All
Moved by Kaufmann seconded by Bixler 
to approve and authorize Chairperson 
Bell to sign proclamation recognizing April 
as Sexual Assault Awareness Month. 
Ayes: All
Mae Hingtgen, ECIA Executive Director 
met with Board to discuss ECIA Council 
and CCEDCO representation.  Public 
Health Director Wagaman informed 
Board she is working with ECIA on an 
Elevated Blood Lead (EBL) inspector for 
Cedar County.  Consensus of Board is 
to have Hingtgen send a memo to Board 
once representatives have been selected 
for approval.
Moved by Gaul seconded by Bixler to 
approve 28E for EMS transportation 
agreements and allow Board to sign 
once representatives have signed for 
each Agency.
Ayes: All
Moved by Bixler seconded by Kaufmann 
to approve EMS standard operation 
guideline policies subject to Heartland 

Scholarships
 6567.81-Young Parents Network-PAT-
YPN
 Jnt Disaster Serv.Fund
211.17-AT&T Mobility-phone
782.30-City of Tipton-util
97.20-Conservative Publishing-legal
1481.10-All Star Turf-snow
52.33-Secondary Road Fund-fuel
7.02-Verizon-river gauge
26.70-VISA/Bankers Bank-supplies
129.60-West Branch Times-legal
 E911
188.57-Clarence Telephone Company-
data
21.00-F&B Communications-data
35.04-CenturyLink Lumen-data
253.00-Mechanicsville Telephone-data
3.70-Reserve Account-E911
1658.35-VISA/Bankers Bank-util
 Assessor
18.20-Aureon Alliance Connect, LLC-
phone
228.69-Forestry Suppliers-tape wheel
538.77-Reserve Account-Assessor
17.55-Secondary Road Fund-fuel

212494.18--Grand Total
WBT 13

Insurance approval: 
Ayes: All
Moved by Bixler seconded by Barnhart to 
adjourn at 10:15 a.m., to March 24, 2026.
Ayes: All

Jon Bell, Chairperson
Nicki Welch, Auditor 
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Legal Notice
March 24, 2026
LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that 
the Cedar County Board of Supervisors 
will be conducting a Public Hearing on 
Tuesday, April 7 and 14, 2026, at 10 
a.m., in the Board Meeting Room of the 
Courthouse, Tipton, Iowa.     
     At this time, the Board will consider the 
following petition: 
1. James and Judy Petersen, 
401 240th St., West Branch IA, (Owners) 
- Requesting a change in zoning from 
A-1 Agricultural District to R-1 Suburban 
Residential for the purpose of allowing 
construction of a single-family dwelling on 
property located in the NW ¼, SW ¼, SW 
¼, except Parcel “G” Section 5, T-80N, 
R-4W, in Gower Township. Said petition is 
to rezone 1.73 acres of a proposed 7.29 
acres tract.
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that 
the Cedar County Board of Supervisors 
will be conducting a Public Hearing on 
Tuesday, April 7 and 14, 2026, at 10:15 
a.m., in the Board Meeting Room of the 
Courthouse, Tipton, Iowa.     
     At this time, the Board will consider the 
following petition: 
2. Jeffery and Joanna 
Reichert, 876 247th St., Tipton, IA 
(Owners) and Matthew and Justine 
Wagaman, 1159 330th St., Moscow, IA 
(Buyers) – Requesting a change in zon-
ing from A-1 Agricultural District to R-1 
Suburban Residential for the purpose of 
constructing a single family dwelling on 
property described as Parcel G, located 
in the SW ¼, SW ¼, Section 16, T-80N, 
R-3W, in Center West Township.  Said 
petition is to rezone 3.3 acres of a 23.12 
acre tract.
At said Public Hearing, any person pres-
ent, and so wishing, will be given the 
opportunity to be heard.  However, the 
Board does request, but does not require, 
that any person who speaks also provide 
a short-written summary or outline of 
the statement they give to be placed 
on file.  Time will be allowed during the 
hearing for a person to prepare such 
documentation, if time is needed.  Any 
person wishing a statement read into the 
hearing for them may file same with the 
Cedar County Auditor prior to the time of 
the hearing.

Nicki Welch
Cedar County Auditor
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Legal Notice
IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT

FOR CEDAR COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
RUTH AUDREY KOFOED A/K/A
AUDREY R. KOFOED,
Deceased.

PROBATE NO. ESPR 019953
NOTICE OF PROBATE OF WILL, OF

APPOINTMENT OF EXECUTOR, AND 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To All Persons Interested in the Estate 
of Ruth Audrey Kofoed a/k/a Audrey R. 
Kofoed, Deceased, who died on or about 
January 7, 2026:
 You are hereby notified that 
on March 18, 2026, the last will and tes-
tament of Audrey R. Kofoed, deceased, 
bearing date of July 3, 2013 was admit-
ted to probate in the above-named court 
and that Chris J. Kofoed was appointed 
Executor of the estate. Any action to 
set aside the will must be brought in the 
district court of said county within the later 
to occur of four months from the date of 
the second publication of this notice or 
one month from the date of mailing of this 
notice to all heirs of the decedent and 
devisees under the will whose identities 
are reasonably ascertainable, or thereaf-
ter be forever barred.
 Notice is further given that 
all persons indebted to the estate are 
requested to make immediate payment 
to the undersigned, and creditors having 
claims against the estate shall file them 
with the clerk of the above named district 
court, as provided by law, duly authenti-
cated, for allowance, and unless so filed 

West Branch school 
board

Special Board Meeting
03/25/2026 05:30 PM
Hoover Elementary Library
148 N. Oliphant St.
West Branch, IA 52358
MEETING MINUTES
Attendance
Voting Members
Mrs. Amanda Whaley, Board President
Mrs. Julie Sexton, Board Member
Mr. Keith Schultes, Board Member
Mr. Pete Swisher, Board Member – via 
zoom
Non Voting Members
Dr. Marty Jimmerson, Superintendent
Angie Klinkkammer, School Business 
Official/Board Secretary
Gregory Norfleet, Brian Espensen and 
Michael Bayer
1. Call to Order/Property Tax 
Hearing FY2027
Board President Whaley called the meet-
ing to order at 5:30 p.m.
2. Vision, Mission & 
Destination Statements
Board Member Schultes read the state-
ments.
3. Approval of Agenda
Motion to approve the agenda.
Motion made by: Mr. Keith Schultes
Motion seconded by: Mrs. Julie Sexton
Voting: Unanimously Approved
A. Proposed Property Tax 
Levy
The district’s management and cash lev-
ies increased due to increased costs in 
property/casualty insurance along with 
significant increases in special education 
costs not funded by the state. Due to the 
continued inadequate SSA funding and 
increased special education and prop-
erty/casualty insurance costs, the district 
is proposing a tax rate of $15.50.  The 
district takes raising taxes very seriously 
and it is something we’ve tried not to do 
over the last 8 years. This is the first tax 
increase the district has recommended 
since the GO Bond in 2019.  The district 
has actually lowered tax rates from 2019 
to last year by $.35, but can no longer 
sustain that rate to support our manage-
ment and cash levies.
Board Member Schultes addressed the 
property tax increase the district is pro-
posing. He stated he has a hard time 
with expenses and revenues. He worries 
about the what ifs and how the District is 
funded. He stated he is not comfortable 
with it yet and struggling with the whole 
funding aspect and expenses as the 
main driver. 
Board President Whaley said she feels 
like the District really watches what we 
do. We don’t go above and beyond. With 
the percentage from the state, you see 
that they are putting it back on the tax 
payer. We are lucky we have had an 
increase in enrollment. Our increase is 
not as significant as some of the other 
districts and she understands the need. 
Board Member Sexton asked Dr. 
Jimmerson about where the solvency 
ratio should be and he responded with 
10 to 15 percent. He said the District will 
struggle to keep an adequate amount of 
cash without an increase.
Board Member Swisher commented that 
everything is always more expensive 
and we have always tried to watch our 
expenses closely. He worries about the 
work load of the sharing position employ-
ees that we have now to try and decrease 
costs.

by the later to occur of four months from 
the date of the second publication of this 
notice or one month from the date of 
mailing of this notice (unless otherwise 
allowed or paid) a claim is thereafter 
forever barred.
 Dated: March 18, 2026.

ESTATE OF RUTH AUDREY KOFOED 
A/K/A AUDREY R. KOFOED

/s/ Chris J. Kofoed__________ 
Chris J. Kofoed, Executor

202 Ridge View Drive
West Branch, IA 52358

Michael W. Kennedy, ICIS PIN No:  
AT004193
Attorney for Executor
Kennedy Law Firm PC
P. O. Box 2000, Iowa City, IA 52244-
2000

Date of second publication:
April 2, 2026

19917/2026-03-06 Notice of Probate 
of Will

WBT 12-13

Lastly Board President Whaley said we 
have had an increase in special educa-
tion expenses and overall an increase in 
educating all children.
B. Public/Board Comments
Community member Brian Espensen 
addressed the Board stating he is not in 
favor of any new taxes. He is aware of 
cost increases with no way to generate 
additional income. He feels the District 
should have to cut costs and feels like 
the school needs to make due with what 
they have. Lastly he said he said he 
appreciates all the work the District does 
and appreciated the opportunity to speak 
to the Board.
Michael Bayer, community member, also 
addressed the Board and asked what 
the cause of the increase in taxes was 
from. Dr. Jimmerson responded from 
insurance increases and special educa-
tion cost increases. Mr. Bayer was also 
thankful for the Board for the opportunity 
to address them. 
C. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn at 5:43 p.m.
Motion made by: Mrs. Julie Sexton
Motion seconded by: Mr. Keith Schultes
Voting: Unanimously Approved
4. Call to order Special Board 
Meeting
Board President Whaley called the meet-
ing to order at 5:43 p.m.
5. E-Rate Vendor Bids 
for Switches, Wireless Access Points, 
Wireless Controller, and Uninterruptible 
Power Supply (Batteries), Managed 
Internet Broadband Services and Cabling
Motion to approve the bid from CEC for 
switches, wireless access points, wire-
less controller and uninterruptible power 
supply batteries, broadband service and 
cabling.
Motion made by: Mr. Pete Swisher
Motion seconded by: Mr. Keith Schultes
Voting: Unanimously Approved
6. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn at 5:45 p.m.
Motion made by: Mr. Pete Swisher
Motion seconded by: Mr. Keith Schultes
Voting: Unanimously Approved
Chairperson  

Secretary
WBT 13

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––

For Sale 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––

COLEMAN DUAL fuel power-
house lantern for sale. Comes 
with newer mantels installed, 
only Coleman lantern fuel used 
in it. Call or text 563-212-0202. 
#4tf

––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

Wanted
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––
WANTED – JUNK appliances – will 
pick up. Farm steel, batteries and 
cars. 319-331-8122. #17tf
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––
BUYING ALL Antiques: Fair Cash 
Prices for Antiques: Furniture, 
Signs, Toys, Crocks, Paintings, 
Documents, Oddities and Weird 
Stuff. 319.270.1251. #9tf
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Storage For Rent
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––
WEST BRANCH Mini Storage, 
1264 East South Street, Tipton. 
10 x 24 ft. stalls. Reasonable rates. 
1-319-643-7150. #10tf

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Notice
__________________
CLASSIFIED ADS must be paid 
for prior to running in the paper. 
#28tfnc

TC & SN 8/27 & 9/3
BB 8/28

Lowden American Legion
Friday, April 10 • 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

All You Can Eat $20.00 • Ages 5 - 12 $5.00
Children Under 5 Free

Take Outs Available • 563-941-5548 

YOUR COMMUNITY. YOUR COMMUNITY. 
YOUR RIGHTS.  YOUR RIGHTS.  

YOUR NOTICES.YOUR NOTICES.
Stay informed on government  

actions that impact you. 

Find your local public notices in this paper or on our website.  

Search thousands of public notices from each county in Iowa all in one 
convenient location at iowapublicnotices.com. 
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For a home assessed at 
$250,000, that comes to 
another $120 per year.

In a memo to the board, 
the superintendent noted 
that the district will see 
increases to its management 
and cash levies “due to 
increased costs in property/
casualty insurance along 
with significant increases in 
special education costs not 
funded by the state.”

The school district pro-
poses increasing the man-
agement levy from about 
$559,800 to $582,000, 
which is about $22,200 
higher, amounting to a  
3.97-percent increase.

Jimmerson said that the 
school’s property and casual-
ty insurance alone increased 
by nearly 35 percent in the 
past three years.

The administration 
would like to increase 
the General Fund, which 
includes the cash reserve 
levy, from $4.27 million 
to $4.68 million. That 
$405,200 increase is about 
9.48 percent higher than 
the current property tax 
levy.

The superintendent said 
the cost of providing special 
education also increased sig-
nificantly.

“We had over a $300,000 
increase just last year alone,” 
he told the board. 

Earlier this year, 
Jimmerson warned the 
board that the legislature’s 
Supplemental State Aid 
increase of 2 percent would 
not meet budget needs. At 
two board meetings, he 
asked the board and the 
public to call elected offi-
cials to advocate for a 4-per-

cent increase.
“Due to the continued 

inadequate SSA funding 
— the rubber has kind of 
hit the road as far as the 
issues that we’re starting to 
encounter,” he said.

The superintendent said 
the district’s solvency ratio 
— the amount of cash on 
hand compared to the total 
budget — dropped from 16 
percent to 6 percent in three 
years. 

The Iowa Association of 
School Boards recommends 
7 to 17 percent; the Iowa 
School Finance Information 
Services recommends 5 to 
15 percent. Jimmerson said 
“best practice” is 10 to 15 
percent.

“So, if you do have some 
issues — declining enroll-
ment or something — you 
maintain and try to fig-
ure out ... expenditures,” 
he said.

“We do take taxes very 
seriously, and this would be 
the first time that we raised 
taxes that haven’t been part 
of a bond referendum in 
my eight years,” Jimmerson 
said, crediting the school 
board for that.

‘Something we 
just can’t sustain’

He said the school dis-
trict decreased the tax rate 
from $15.35 in 2019 to $15, 
and we’ve maintained that 
over the last three or four 
years.”

“But this is something 
we just can’t sustain,” 
the superintendent said. 
“Otherwise, we’re going to 
run out of cash, plain and 
simple.”

Board member Keith 
Schultes raised concerns 
about the proposed tax rate 
increase.

“I just look at the math 
in what’s in front of us. I 
have a hard time — I’ve 
talked to Marty many times, 
and he’s walked me through 
it — it’s just hard for me. 
Being a business person, 
we’ve got to look at every-
thing, ... and I’m worried 
about the what-ifs with how 
we are supposed to be fund-
ed and the rules we have to 
follow.”

He said both expenses 
and revenues “don’t look 
good.”

“It all kicks back on the 
taxpayer,” Schultes said. 
“How much longer before 
the next time? ... I’m just 
not comfortable with it.”

The board member said 
he is mostly concerned with 
the district’s expenses, and 
signaled he may vote against 
the proposal.

“I’m just not for this 
right now,” Schultes said.

Jimmerson noted that 
West Branch splits the 
cost of some of its employ-
ees with other districts. 
For example, last May the 
school district signed a deal 
with Lone Tree to share 
West Branch’s transporta-
tion director and mechan-
ic. And, in February, the 
district approved sharing 
Business Manager Angie 
Klinkkammer; Lone Tree 
approved its end of the 
agreement last week.

The superintendent said 
West Branch also joins 
consortia and other coop-
erative purchasing pools to 
save money through bulk 
pricing.

“I think, you as a board 
have done a great job of 
trying to give raises to staff 
without breaking the bank, 
but we’ve just hit that point 
where we have the authority 
(to spend more), but we’re 

starting to lack the cash,” 
he said.

Board President Amanda 
Whaley said she feels the 
district “has been really 
good” with its finances.

“We watch what we 
do. We don’t go above and 
beyond what (we) normally 
(spend),” she said. “I feel 
like this is understandable 
with the percentage that we 
got for an increase from the 
state. They could’ve given 
us 4 (percent), they gave us 
2 (percent). When you see 
that, they’re putting it back 
on (us). And we’re not the 
only district. We’re actually 
better than some districts, 
because we have had an 
increase in enrollment.”

Enrollment is the main 
driver behind the amount of 
state aid each school district 
receives.

“All the public schools 
didn’t get the percent-
age they needed,” Whaley 
added. “That’s why I under-
stand the need.”

Board member Pete 
Swisher, who joined the 
meeting by phone, said he 
appreciates the leadership 
efforts to ensure that staff 
salaries complement their 
workloads.

“I feel like this last year 
we’ve seen cost increas-
es regularly,” he said. 
“Everything’s always more 
expensive. I don’t know 
how we balance going for-
ward without some kind of 
increase.”

Raise taxes or cut 
staff, programs?

Jimmerson said cutting 
expenditures comes down to 
cutting staff.

“That’s really what it 
comes down to because that’s 
over 80 percent of what our 

general fund dollars are, and 
I just don’t think we want 
to do that,” he said. “Or we 
have to cut programming, 
... and all of a sudden we’re 
not supporting all of our 
students. That’s why I said 
we’re highly mindful — it’s 
not fun to propose some-
thing like this, because we 
understand it impacts every-
body. That’s the unfortunate 
piece of this.”

Whaley agreed, saying 
the levy reflects the “cost 
of educating all children,” 
including special education 
pupils.

During the public com-
ment portion of the meeting, 
farmer and former baseball 
coach Brian Espensen said 
he opposes new taxes.

“They’re becoming oner-
ous on some of us,” he said, 
referring specifically to prop-
erty taxes. “They’re a major 
expense.”

He said he understands 
cost increases because of his 
family business.

“And I have no way 
of generating additional 
income to cover this cost, 
so I have to make do,” he 
said. “If I have to cut things 
or not buy things or not do 
things, that’s what I do. I 
appreciate that the school 
district may be in a financial 
bind. I hear, every year, that 
the state only gives 2 percent 
and we need 4. I get it. But 
if you get 2 percent, you get 2 
percent. ... I think the school 
district needs to make do 
with what you have.”

Espensen said he believes 
the school district could do 
that, “but I think you have 
to want it.”

An unidentified man 
stood up next, pointing to 
the additional $450,000 levy 
request and asking for a 
breakdown.

Jimmerson said insur-
ance costs increased between 
$90,000 and $100,000, while 
special education rose from 
$437,000 to about $750,000.

“We’ve had to increase 
staff to meet the needs of 
the student (Individualized 
Educational Programs). By 
law, we have to ensure it,” 
he said. “We also have to fol-
low our district service deliv-
ery plan, which talks about 
(how) each staff member can 
only have so many students 
on their roster before we 
have to look to add (staff).”

The man noted that West 
Branch saw several apart-
ments built in recent years, 
asking how that affects 
income, especially when 
some were built under Tax 
Increment Financing agree-
ments with the City of West 
Branch.

The superintendent said 
that would affect the Physical 
Plant and Equipment Levy, 
which Jimmerson noted is 
separate from the general 
fund.

The property tax levy pro-
posal shows the Voted PPEL 
levy increasing 1.19 percent 
from $541,400 to $547,900, 
while the board-approved 
PPEL would increase 1.82 
percent from $164,800 to 
$167,800.

The man asked if the 
need for increasing fund-
ing for special education was 
“coming from within the 
district or is it some open 
enrollment?”

“It’s a mixture of both,” 
Jimmerson said.

He said the district no 
longer allows open-enrolling 
into the district for special 
education pupils.

“We don’t have the capac-
ity because we have families 
we need to (serve) within our 
district,” he said.
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