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CITY NAME:
WEST BRANCH

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING - CITY OF WEST BRANCH - PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX LEVY
Fiscal Year July 1, 2026 - June 30, 2027 CITY #: 16-142

The City Council will conduct a public hearing on the proposed Fiscal Year City property tax levy as follows:
Meeting Date:    4/6/2026    Meeting Time:    06:30 PM    Meeting Location:    City Council Chambers 110 N. Poplar St. West Branch, IA 52358

At the public hearing any resident or taxpayer may present objections to, or arguments in favor of the proposed tax levy. After the hearing of the proposed tax
levy, the City Council will publish notice and hold a hearing on the proposed city budget.

City Website (if available)
https://westbranchiowa.org/  City Telephone Number

(319) 643-5888

Iowa Department of Management
Current Year

Certified
Property Tax
2025 - 2026

Budget Year
Effective Property

Tax
2026 - 2027

Budget Year
Proposed

Property Tax
2026 - 2027

Taxable Valuations for Non-Debt Service 200,138,403 213,627,297 213,627,297
Consolidated General Fund 1,604,466 1,604,466 1,662,721
Operation & Maintenance of Public Transit 0 0 0
Aviation Authority 0 0 0
Liability, Property & Self Insurance 118,910 118,910 139,221
Support of Local Emergency Mgmt. Comm. 13,097 13,097 16,219
Unified Law Enforcement 0 0 0
Police & Fire Retirement 0 0 0
FICA & IPERS (If at General Fund Limit) 211,770 211,770 188,943
Other Employee Benefits 188,905 188,905 0
Capital Projects (Capital Improv. Reserve) 135,093 135,093 144,198
Taxable Value for Debt Service 222,508,006 229,196,968 229,196,968
Debt Service 327,194 327,194 357,307
CITY REGULAR TOTAL PROPERTY TAX 2,599,435 2,599,435 2,508,609
CITY REGULAR TAX RATE 12.82383 11.43166 11.62930
Taxable Value for City Ag Land 535,274 485,855 485,855
Ag Land 1,608 1,608 1,460
CITY AG LAND TAX RATE 3.00375 3.30963 3.00375
Tax Rate Comparison-Current VS. Proposed

Residential property with an
Actual/Assessed Valuation of $100,000/$110,000

Current Year
Certified
2025/2026

Budget Year
Proposed
2026/2027

Percent
Change

City Regular Residential 608 570 -6.25

Commercial property with an
Actual/Assessed Valuation of $300,000/$330,000

Current Year
Certified
2025/2026

Budget Year
Proposed
2026/2027

Percent
Change

City Regular Commercial 2,644 2,661 0.64
Note: Actual/Assessed Valuation is multiplied by a Rollback Percentage to get to the Taxable Valuation to calculate Property Taxes. Residential and commercial properties
have the same rollback percentage through $150,000 of actual/assessed valuation.
Reasons for tax increase if proposed exceeds the current:
For the entire levy, the overall rate will decrease. Although taxable valuations have increased due to new growth, there will be no net increase in total property taxes for
existing individual properties this year.

Notice of public 
hearing

ON A PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO THE WEST BRANCH ZONING 
CODE REGARDING ACCESSORY 
DWELLING UNITS AND PERMITTED 
OBSTRUCTIONS IN REQUIRED 
YARDS.
 PLEASE BE ALSO 
ADVISED that a public hearing on 
the proposed Amendment to the 
West Branch Zoning Code Regarding 
Accessory Dwelling Units and Permitted 
Obstructions in Required Yards, will be 
held at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, April 6th, 
2026 in the Council Chambers at City 
Hall, 110 N. Poplar Street, West Branch, 
Iowa 52358.  At that time, the City Council 
will receive comments for or against said 
Agreement.  In addition, written com-
ments can be forwarded to the City Clerk.

/s/_________________________
Alycia Friis, City Clerk
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Notice of public 
hearing

ON A CERTIFICATION AGREEMENT 
BY AND BETWEEN IOWA STATE 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER 
AND THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH.
 PLEASE BE ALSO 
ADVISED that a public hearing on the 
proposed Certified Local Government 
Agreement with the Historic Preservation 
Commission will be held at 7:00 p.m. on 
Monday, April 6th, 2026 in the Council 
Chambers at City Hall, 110 N. Poplar 
Street, West Branch, Iowa 52358.  At 
that time, the City Council will receive 
comments for or against said Agreement.  
In addition, written comments can be 
forwarded to the City Clerk.

/s/_________________________
Alycia Friis, City Clerk
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Cedar county payroll
PAY DATE  3/06/2026

VENDOR                       VENDOR TOTAL
Benefits Inc.                                960.82
Phelps the Uniform Specialists      34.10
Cedar County Treasurer         79,043.05
Cedar County Treasurer         10,361.52
Cedar County Treasurer              361.82
Cedar County Treasurer           1,016.42
COUNTY TOTAL                     91,777.73
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Cedar county board
TIPTON, IOWA
March 10, 2026
Cedar County Board of Supervisors met 
in regular session at 8:30 a.m. March 
10, 2026 with following members pres-
ent: Barnhart, Gaul, Kaufmann, and 
Chairperson Bell.  Bixler was absent.  
Minutes reported by Deputy Auditor 
Hamdorf.  Members of public were also 
present. 
Board viewed correspondence from vari-
ous agencies.
Board acknowledged receipt of following 
correspondence from:
Logan Hoffman & Dircks Farms, Inc for 
a County Verification Receipt of DNR 
Construction Permit Application.
Hometown Mechanical quote to install an 
E-stop button in hallway by boiler room.
Cedar County Planning and Zoning 
Commission minutes from 2/26/2026.
It was noted following Handwritten 

Legal Notice
IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT

FOR CEDAR COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
RUTH AUDREY KOFOED A/K/A
AUDREY R. KOFOED,
Deceased.

PROBATE NO. ESPR 019953
NOTICE OF PROBATE OF WILL, OF

APPOINTMENT OF EXECUTOR, AND 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To All Persons Interested in the Estate 
of Ruth Audrey Kofoed a/k/a Audrey R. 
Kofoed, Deceased, who died on or about 
January 7, 2026:
 You are hereby notified that 
on March 18, 2026, the last will and tes-
tament of Audrey R. Kofoed, deceased, 
bearing date of July 3, 2013 was admit-
ted to probate in the above-named court 
and that Chris J. Kofoed was appointed 
Executor of the estate. Any action to 
set aside the will must be brought in the 
district court of said county within the later 
to occur of four months from the date of 
the second publication of this notice or 
one month from the date of mailing of this 
notice to all heirs of the decedent and 
devisees under the will whose identities 
are reasonably ascertainable, or thereaf-
ter be forever barred.
 Notice is further given that 
all persons indebted to the estate are 
requested to make immediate payment 
to the undersigned, and creditors having 
claims against the estate shall file them 
with the clerk of the above named district 
court, as provided by law, duly authenti-
cated, for allowance, and unless so filed 
by the later to occur of four months from 
the date of the second publication of this 
notice or one month from the date of 
mailing of this notice (unless otherwise 
allowed or paid) a claim is thereafter 
forever barred.
 Dated: March 18, 2026.

ESTATE OF RUTH AUDREY KOFOED 
A/K/A AUDREY R. KOFOED

/s/ Chris J. Kofoed__________ 
Chris J. Kofoed, Executor

202 Ridge View Drive
West Branch, IA 52358

Michael W. Kennedy, ICIS PIN No:  
AT004193
Attorney for Executor
Kennedy Law Firm PC
P. O. Box 2000, Iowa City, IA 52244-
2000

Date of second publication:
April 2, 2026

19917/2026-03-06 Notice of Probate 
of Will
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West Branch city 
council

(The following is a synopsis of the min-
utes of the West Branch City Council 
meeting. A video recording is available 
for inspection at westbranchiowa.org.  
The minutes are not approved until the 
next regularly scheduled City Council 
meeting.)
West Branch, Iowa; City Council; March 
16, 2026
Council Chambers; Regular Meeting; 
7:00 p.m.
Council person Miller called the West 
Branch City Council regular meeting to 
order at 7:02 p.m.  
Roll call: Council members present; 
Colton Miller , Mike Horihan, and 
Chantry Noel.
City Staff present: City Clerk Alycia Friis, 
Parks & Rec Director Erin Laughlin, City 
Engineer V&K representative, Leland.
Attending by Zoom: Library Director 
Jessie Shaffer 
APPROVE THE AGENdA
Motion to Approve the Agenda made by 
Noel, 2nd by Horihan.  Motion carried on 
a voice vote.
APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA 
Approve Minutes from the March 2, 2026 
City Council meeting.
Approve New Special Event Permit Form
Approve a Special Event Permit for 
Heartland Fiero’s Car Show.
Approve Claims for March 16, 2026.
EXPENDITURES - 3/16/2026 
CEDAR COUNTY RECORDER-
RECORDING FEES-29.00 
HD SUPPLY, INC.-BLDG & CLEANING 
SUPPLIES- TH -229.04 
MOPPY MO’S LLC-CLEANING 
SERVICES – POLICE-840.00 
STEEN, CATHERINE-MILE REIMB-
STEEN-122.10 
TOTAL--1,220.14 
PAYROLL-WAGES, TAXES, EMPLOYEE 
BENEFITS - 3/13/2026
61,479.79 
PAID BETWEEN MEETINGS
ALLIANT ENERGY-ALLIANT 
ENERGY-19,667.30 
AMAZON.COM-VARIOUS ITEMS - 
CITY, TH, LIBRARY-526.16 
AT & T MOBILITY-WIRELESS 
SERVICE-256.98 
CEDAR CO SHERIFF’S OFFICE-
PATROL RESERVES - XMAS PAST-
490.00 
CJ COOPER & ASSOCIATES-
CLEARINGHOUSE QUERY - PW 
-45.00 
COMMERCIAL RECREATION SPEC-
CUBBY PARK SHADES - P&R-6,698.00 
DOG WASTE DEPOT-DOG WASTE 
BAGS-759.95 
KANOPY-ON DEMAND VIDEO 
SERVICE-9.00 
KIRKWOOD COMM. COLLEGE 
-BLS PROVIDER FEE – 
POLICE-2,430.00 
LEAF CAPITAL FUNDING-COPIER 

CEDAR CO. – 5.44 Acres in city limits on hard-surfaced roads, SE side of 
Lowden. A timbered lot near access to utilities with existing garage. 

$239,000.00
JOHNSON CO. – 115.21 Acres, just north of Iowa City on Hwy 1. 86.80 Crop 
acres with 59.10 CSR2. Zoned for residential development. $29,500/acre.

CEDAR CO. – NEW LISTING! 73.32 Acres located 5 miles SE of Clarence. 
72.30 Crop Acres with an 87.70 CSR2. $15,850/acre.
CEDAR CO. – NEW LISTING! 40.00 Acres located 4½ miles NW of Tipton. 
32.20 Crop Acres with a 90.20 CSR2 plus 5.30 CRP Acres. $13,950/acre.
CLINTON CO. – 229.60 Acres located a mile SW of Lost Nation. 228.31 crop 
acres with a 60.90 CSR2. An efficient and productive farm! $11,500/acre.
JOHNSON CO. – 39.50 Acres, just N of Iowa City, along Hwy 1. Includes a 
house, outbuildings, and historic barn. 21.41 crop acres w/66.80 CSR2. 

$29,500/acre.
LINN CO. – NEW LISTING! 158.11 Acres located 2 miles north of Central 
City. 138.03 Crop Acres with a 71.60 CSR2. Well-tiled farm on a hard-
surfaced road! $12,975/acre.
MUSCATINE CO. – 80.15 Acres located 6 miles NE of Muscatine, off US-61. 
Well-maintained pasture ideal for cow/calf or cattle operation. $$7,200/acre.
SCOTT CO. – 55.18 Acres in Davenport along I-280. 45.09 crop acres with 
an 80.20 CSR2. $19,500/acre.

FFAARRMMLLAANNDD FFOORR SSAALLEE 

All Acres are ‘More or Less’ unless noted
wwwwww..HHeerrttzz..aagg 

Also Offering Professional Farm Management & Appraisal

MMtt.. VVeerrnnoonn,, IIAA 
331199..889955..88885588 

DDEEVVEELLOOPPMMEENNTT LLAANNDD 

RREESSIIDDEENNTTIIAALL LLOOTT FFOORR SSAALLEE 
CEDAR CO. – A 1.49-acre lot located 3 miles south of West Branch, close to 
the Village of Downey.
71 330th St., West Branch $119,500.00

The City of West Branch, Iowa, seeks a 

Full-Time Fire Chief 
Comes with low deductible health insurance or 
stipend, IPERS retirement, performance-based 

merit pay, and triennial salary survey updates to 
keep pay competitive. Must have fi ve years of fi re-
fi ghting experience and appropriate certifi cations. 

Hiring scale is $80,000 and $95,000 with CDL. 
Applications due by May 3, 2026 EOE.

Please submit application, resume or cover letter, 
and three references to adam@westbranchiowa.org
https://westbranchiowa.org/city-of-west-branch/jobs/

Disbursement was issued on 3/6/2026 
to Cedar County Treasurer for Benefits, 
Inc. for an electronic deposit:  #445131 
for $6,898.44-self funded medical claims.
It was noted following Claims #445122 
- #445130 were issued as an administra-
tive correction on 3/4/2026 to VISA.
Moved by Barnhart seconded by 
Kaufmann to approve agenda.
Ayes: All
Absent: Bixler
Chairperson Bell addressed public 
for comments.  Public Health Director 
Wagaman informed Board they will be 
hosting a CPR class on Friday.
Moved by Gaul seconded by Kaufmann 
to approve Board Minutes of March 3, 
2026.
Ayes: All
Absent: Bixler
Moved by Barnhart seconded 
by Kaufmann to approve Payroll 
Disbursements #204515-204656 for 
period ending 2/28/26 and to be paid 
on 3/6/26.
Ayes: All
Absent: Bixler
Board reported on Outreach/Committee 
Meetings they attended.  
Moved by Barnhart seconded by 
Kaufmann to approve participat-
ing in National Opioids Six Remnant 
Defendants Settlement.
Ayes: All
Absent: Bixler
Moved by Kaufmann seconded by Gaul 
to approve Sterling Benz to Civil Service 
Commission for County Attorney appoin-
tee.
Ayes: All
Absent: Bixler
Moved by Barnhart seconded by Gaul to 
approve and renew a 12-month Class C 
License effective 4/1/2026 with outdoor 
service for Cedar County Fair.
Ayes: All
Absent: Bixler
Moved by Kaufmann seconded by 
Barnhart to approve a new 8-month 
Special Class C License effective 
5/1/2026 with living quarters and outdoor 
service for Cedar County Fair.
Ayes: All
Absent: Bixler
Moved by Gaul seconded by Barnhart 
to approve a utility permit for Luman/
Century Link near Durant at Y14 area and 
$100 fee applies.
Ayes: All
Absent: Bixler
Moved by Kaufmann seconded by 
Barnhart to go into closed session under 
Code section 21.5(1)(i) at 9:03 a.m.
Ayes: Kaufmann, Barnhart, Gaul, Bell
Absent: Bixler
Moved by Kaufmann seconded by 
Barnhart to go back into open session 
at 9:26 a.m.
Ayes: All
Absent: Bixler
Moved by Barnhart seconded by Gaul to 
adjourn at 9:40 a.m., to March 17, 2026.
Ayes: All
Absent: Bixler

Jon Bell, Chairperson
Nicki Welch, Auditor
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LEASE – LIBRARY-142.02 
LIBERTY COMMUNICATIONS-LIBERTY 
COMMUNICATIONS-1,582.87 
LRS HOLDINGS-TRASH & RECYCLING 
FEB 2026-20,100.50 
LYNCH’S EXCAVATING-WATER MAIN 
BREAK-3,773.60 
MENARDS-SHOP SUPPLIES-364.56 
VARIOUS VENDORS-UB 
REFUND-42.87 
MUNICIPAL SUPPLY-METERS & 
RADIOS-4,365.00 
OVERDRIVE INC-DIGITAL & AUDIO 
BOOKS-104.82 
PYRAMID SERVICES-CHAIN SAW 
REPAIR PARTS – PW-38.92 
STATE INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS-
CHEMICALS-265.62 
VEENSTRA & KIMM-
CHANNEL WIDENING FLOOR 
IMPROVE-11,223.50 
WEST BRANCH REPAIRS-EXPLORER 
BREAKPADS – PD-798.01 
WEX BANK-VEHICLE FUEL-1,240.20 
SISCO-HEALTH CLAIMS 3-2-2026--
3,519.54 
SISCO-HEALTH CLAIMS 3-9-2026--
590.15 
TOTAL--79,034.57 
GRAND TOTAL 
EXPENDITURES--141,734.50 
FUND TOTALS  
001   GENERAL FUND-57,957.83 
022   CIVIC CENTER-1,201.56 
031   LIBRARY-6,541.72 
110   ROAD USE TAX-8,655.79 
112   TRUST AND AGENCY-14,923.15 
308   PARK IMP - PEDERSEN 
VALLEY-6,698.00 
321   WIDENING WAPSI CREEK-
6,446.50 
332   W MAIN ST IMPROVE-4,256.00 
600   WATER FUND-21,924.20 
610   SEWER FUND-12,652.32 
740   STORM WATER UTILITY-477.43 
GRAND FUND TOTAL--141,734.50
Motion by Noel, second by Horihan to 
approve the Consent agenda.  AYES: 
Noel, Horihan, Miller. NAYS: None. 
Motion carried. 
PRESENTATIONS / communications / 
open forum - None 
PUBLIC HEARING / NON-CONSENT 
AGENDA       
Resolution 2026-24 Approving the Final 
Proposed Budget for FY27 and Ordering 
a Notice of Public Hearing for April 20, 
2026./ Move to Action.
Motion by Noel, second by Horihan to 
approve Resolution 2026-24.  AYES: 
Noel, Horihan, Miller.  NAYS:  Motion 
carried.
Resolution 2026-25 Approving the pro-
posed 1 year enrollment into the Lexis 
Nexis system./ Move to Action.
Motion by Noel, second by Horihan to 
approve Resolution 2026-25.  AYES: 
Noel, Horihan, Miller.  NAYS:  Motion 
carried.
Resolution 2026-26 Approving the Job 
Description and Pay Scale for the Fire 
Chief position./ Move to Action.
Chief Stoolman shared that after mul-
tiple meetings and looking at other 
job descriptions like Tipton, the full job 
description for the West Branch Fire 
Chief is complete and now ready to post.
 Motion by Noel, second by Horihan to 
approve Resolution 2026-26.  AYES: 
Noel, Horihan, Miller.  NAYS: None. 
Motion carried.
Resolution 2026-27 Approve 28E 
Agreements between the City of West 
Branch, Iowa and the Boards of Trustees 
of Cass, Gower, Graham, Iowa Scott and 
Springdale Townships for the Purpose of 
Fire Protection and Aid and Assistance 
for other emergencies or disasters relat-
ing to Life and Property or Hazardous 
Materials./ Move to Action.
Motion by Noel, second by Horihan to 
approve Resolution 2026-27.  AYES: 
Noel, Horihan, Miller. NAYS: None.  
Motion carried.
First Reading of Ordinance 836 – 
Section 65.02 of the Code of Ordinances 
of the City of West Branch adding a stop 
sign intersection./ Move to Action.
Motion by Noel, second by Horihan to 
approve the First Reading of Ordinance 
836.  AYES: Noel, Horihan, Miller. NAYS: 
None.  Motion carried.
DISCUSSION-
a. Main Street Reconstruc-
tion Project (From the roundabout to 
Pederson Bridge). Leland with V&K 
Engineering, answered questions from 
the Council members on the project.  He 
stated that in looking at accident reports 
throughout the intersections in town, it 
was shared that the Dawson Street and 
Main Street intersection had the highest 
number of accidents.  All have resulted 
in only property damage.  With the 
congestion that is currently seen in the 
morning and afternoon at this intersec-
tion each weekday, the main concern 
of one council person, was that if we 
decide in the future to add a turn lane 
in this area after completing the Main 
Street reconstruction project, how much 
more would it cost to add the turn lane 
then versus adding it into the project 
now and constructing during this street 
and shoulder widening project.  It was 
shared that it would roughly be the same 
$232,000.00 amount that was shared at 
the last meeting on 3/2/26,  if we add the 

turn lane in front of the High School now 
with the street reconstruction project, 
or if we add it down the road, with the 
exception of standard inflation added in. 
There was some discussion about the 
survey that was posted on the City Face-
book page last week asking the commu-
nity to vote on “Should the City construct 
a turn lane before other projects?”, along 
with the results of that survey showing 
85 votes with a result of 68.2% sharing 
a No vote and 31.8% sharing a Yes 
vote.  With the vagueness of the survey 
request and low number of responses 
in comparison to the , it was requested 
from Council members that this survey 
be redone with more communication to 
the community that it is out there and 
with more depth into the project and 
future expansion before considering the 
results for a true community voice.
CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT – 
None 
CITY ATTORNEY REPORT - None 
CITY ENGINEER REPORT - None
STAFF REPORTS- None 
COMments from mayor and council 
members –
Council person Miller brought up the 
topic of moving the regular council meet-
ings to 6:00 pm, instead of 7:00pm.  This 
was first brought up 2 meetings prior by 
the Mayor and has not been addressed 
again.  There will be a discussion item 
added to the April 6th meeting agenda 
for this topic.  Council person Horihan 
shared what a great job the Public 
Works department has done with the 
snow removal this season and wanted 
to share gratitude to their work, which 
was agreed up on with the other council 
members present.
adjournment
 Motion to adjourn by Noel, second by 
Miller.  Motion carried on a voice vote.  
City Council meeting adjourned at 7:26 
p.m. 

___________________
Colton Miller, Council person 

appointed by the Mayor    
ATTEST: 

________________
Alycia Friis, City Clerk 
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YOUR COMMUNITY. YOUR COMMUNITY. 
YOUR RIGHTS.  YOUR RIGHTS.  

YOUR NOTICES.YOUR NOTICES.
Stay informed on government  

actions that impact you. 

Find your local public notices in this paper or on our website.  

Search thousands of public notices from each county in Iowa all in one 
convenient location at iowapublicnotices.com. 

 

Knights of Columbus

Friday, Feb. 6, 2026
4:30 to 6:00 p.m.

Knights Hall • Tipton, Iowa
Drive Thru - Carry Out Only!

8 Breaded Fantail Shrimp $13
-Lightly battered & french fries, 

cole slaw and SUBWAY dessert cookie

UPCOMING MEALS
FEBRUARY 27, MARCH 13 & MARCH 27

Shrimp Drive ThruShrimp Drive Thru
Knights of Columbus

Friday, Feb. 27, 2026
4:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Knights Hall • Tipton, Iowa
Drive Thru - Carry Out Only!

Cod Meal $17
-Lightly battered & french fries, 

cole slaw and SUBWAY dessert cookie

UPCOMING MEALS
MARCH 13 & MARCH 27

Cod Drive Thru

Knights of Columbus

Friday, March 13, 2026
4:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Knights Hall • Tipton, Iowa
Drive Thru - Carry Out Only!

8 Breaded Fantail Shrimp $13
-Lightly battered & french fries, 

cole slaw and SUBWAY dessert cookie

UPCOMING MEALS
MARCH 27

Shrimp Drive ThruShrimp Drive Thru
Knights of Columbus

Friday, March 27, 2026
4:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Knights Hall • Tipton, Iowa
Join us in St. Mary’s Hall for

 a sit down meal!

Catfi sh Meal $17
Baked potato, green beans, 

dinner roll and dessert.
Carryouts available

Friday, March 27, 2026
Catfi sh MealCatfi sh Meal


