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Intervals of clouds and
sunshine

High 37
Low 24

Wind: NNE 7-14 mph

DAILY FORECAST FOR DUBUQUE
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Partly sunny

High 49
Low 32

Wind: WSW 6-12 mph
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Partly sunny

High 46
Low 26

Wind: N 7-14 mph
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After a cloudy start, sun
returns

High 35
Low 26

Wind: ESE 6-12 mph

Partial sunshine

High 36
Low 24

Wind: W 6-12 mph

Colder with times of sun
and clouds

Rather cloudy

High 42
Low 27

Wind: N 8-16 mph

High 26
Low 19

Wind: SSE 6-12 mph
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Iowa governor proposes increasing
tobacco taxes amid high cancer rates

BY ROBIN OPSAHL
Iowa Capital Dispatch

Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds announced Thursday she was
introducing legislation that would increase taxes on cig-
arettes and tobacco products, institute a new tax on con-
sumable hemp and vape products, in addition to other
measures intended to encourage healthier behaviors.

The governor spoke about the bill as preliminary find-
ings were shared from the ongoing research project into
what factors are driving Iowa’s high-incident rates of new
cancer. The Iowa Legislature approved Reynolds’ request
in 2025 to provide $1 million in funding for the yearlong re-
search project, conducted through a partnership between
the Iowa Department of Health and Human Services and
the University of Iowa College of Public Health.

While the study is ongoing, initial results show “there
isn’t one single cause driving lowa’s cancer rate,” Reynolds
said.

“Still, I understand why so many Iowans want to find
that one cause of cancer,” Reynolds said. “When someone

you love gets sick; it’s natural to want to put all of your en-
ergy and resources into one thing that might stop it from
happening again, and Iwish the answer was that simple as
well. But know ... the research will continue to look at all
the evidence, including environmental factors, and will act
accordingly, based on what the research finds”’

Thisresearch project was requested as Iowa faces high-
er rates of new cancers in comparison to the rest of the na-
tion. The Iowa Cancer Registry found in its annual report
Iowa had the second highest age-adjusted rate of new can-
cers diagnosed in 2025, and is one of only two states in the
countrywith arising rate of new cancers, and in 2024, had
the fastest-rising rate.

Ulresearchers spoke about what their initial research and
data analysis shows about the factors contributing to Iowa’s
cancer rates, which began rising to be higher by a statistically
significant margin in comparison to national rates startingin
2013 and 2014. The interim report found thatin 2022, there
was an estimated 2,582 more Iowans who were diagnosed
with cancer in 2022 in comparison to the national rate when
comparing people of the same age and gender.

Officials: Owner of 100 Wisconsin Burger Kings violated labor laws

BY ERIK GUNN
Wisconsin Examiner

The owner of more than 100 Wis-
consin Burger King franchises will be
required to pay more than $1 million
after Wisconsin’s labor department
found more than 1,600 violations of
state child labor and wage laws, offi-
cials said Friday.

The violations took place during
a two-year period ending in Janu-

ary 2025, the state Department of
Workforce Development reported.
The case involves the largest num-
ber of child labor and wage payment
violations identified by the depart-
ment “in modern Wisconsin histo-
ry,” according to the office of Gov.
Tony Evers.

“We have a responsibility to make
sure kids who are working are pro-
tected from exploitation, predato-
ry employer practices, and being

subjected to hazardous or illegal
working conditions, and that’s a re-
sponsibility we must take seriously,”
Evers said in a statement that was re-
leased Friday.

The franchise owner, Chica-
go-based Cave Enterprises, operates
Burger King locations in eight states,
according to the Cave Enterprises
website. Wisconsin has 100 of those
restaurants currently — more than
any of the other states.
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The Associated Press

Orchids adorn a Volkswagen Beetle on Friday as finishing touches
are placed on the 12th annual Chicago Botanic Garden Orchid Show,

which begins today.

Annual orchid show blooms in Chicago

The Associated Press

CHICAGO — A soft layer of white
snow blankets the grounds of the Chi-
cago Botanic Garden. The air is chilly,
the sky gray.

Inside, however, the air is warm and
lights illuminate more than 10,000 viv-
idly colored orchids. Staff members
move in and out of greenhouses, pre-
paring to open the garden’s 12th annu-
al orchid show today.

Thisyear’s theme is “Feelin’ Groovy”
with several installations calling back
to the 1970s, including a yellow Volk-
swagen Beetle filled with orchids.

“It’s just a really great way to get out
of the winter cold and come into our
greenhouses,” said Jodi Zombolo, as-
sociate vice president of visitor events

and programs. “I think people are re-
ally looking for something to kind of
bring happiness and something that
theywill enjoy and find whimsy in””

The orchid family is one of the larg-
estin the plant world and some of the
species in the show are rare, exhibits
horticulturist Jason Toth said. One ex-
ampleis the Angraecum sesquipedale,
also known as Darwin’s orchid, on dis-
play in the west gallery.

Toth said the orchid led Darwin to
correctly conclude that pollinators
have adapted in order to reach down
the flower’s very long end.

“Ithas a great story and it’s quite re-
markable-looking,” said Toth.

The show, which runs through
March 22, is expected to draw 85,000
visitors this year.



