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Wednesday, January 28, 2026

Th e Elgin City Council met in regular ses-
sion Monday January 19, 2026, at the Kohler 
Memorial Building meeting room. Mayor 
Ellis called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
Councilmembers Wenger, Wachal, Wedo & 
Christianson were all present. Councilmem-
ber Ellis was absent. Motion to approve the 
agenda by Christianson, 2nd by Wenger, vote 
4-0 carried. Th e Pledge of Allegiance was led 
by a guest. Motion to approve the 12-15-2025 
minutes by Wenger, 2nd by Wachal, vote 4-0 
carried. Motion to approve the following bills 
by Wenger, 2nd by Christianson, vote 4-0 
carried.

BILLS PAID – GENERAL
AT&T – FIRSTNET AMBULANCE PHONES 
1/2026 $87.33
US BANK ALPINE- LIBRARY PHONE/
INTERNET, CITY PHONE/INTERNET, 
FIRE DEPT. PHONE $186.79
USPS – 2 ROLLS STAMPS CITY HALL 
GENERAL USE $156.00
ALLIANT ENERGY – UTILITIES $1,999.96
CHRISTOPHER WACHAL SIDEWALK 
REPLACEMENT PROGRAM $500.00
BILLS PAID – GENERAL SUBTOTAL 
$2,930.08

BILLS TO BE PAID – GENERAL
GUPPYS FIRE DEPT. FUEL & GAS, 
DECEMBER 2025 $102.92
GUPPYS CITY FUEL & GAS, DECEMBER 
2025 $728.84
GUPPYS AMBULANCE FUEL & GAS, 
DECEMBER 2025 $84.00
MACQUEEN EQUIPMENT LLC. 
LAKELAND FIRE DEPT. COATS X2 $825.14
ASSURED PARTNERS LLC. GENERAL 
LIABILITY AUDIT 11/2024 TO 11/2025 
$402.00
CHAPMAN ELECTRIC TREE BRANCH 
TAKEN DOWN-BOLEYN PARK $75.00
JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL CITY- SKID 
STEER LOCK PINS $2.99
TORKELSON MOTORS CITY- TIRE 
CHAINS $191.84
FRIEDEN WELDING LTD. WELD 
SWEEPER, SKID BUCKET BOLTS, 401 
MILL ST. SIGN FRAME $830.60
DECORAH TECH NEW/OLD MAYOR 
EMAIL ARCHIVE, NEW ACOUNTS, OLD 
CAMERA SHUTDOWN $595.00
NAPA AUTO PARTS FIRE DEPT-AIR 
FILTER (721 PUMPER) & BELT/BELT 
TENSIONER (NEW TRUCK) $194.04
EARL’S LOCKSMITH CITY HALL LOCKS 
RE-KEYED $200.75
NE IA WATER SYSTEMS LLC. FIRE DEPT- 
50 # SOFTENER SALT $12.75
VALLEY FRESH MARKET CITY- KLEENEX 
& ZIPLOCK BAGS $7.04
FAYETTE CO. UNION 12-15-2025 
COUNCIL MINUTES PUBLISHED $217.00
ELGIN EMS REIMBURSE- 12/2025 AT&T 
PHONE BILL AUTO-PAID FROM THEIR 
ACCT. $86.26
FAYETTE ELECTRONICS REMOVE & 
REINSTALL RADIO FOR NEW FIRE 
TRUCK $490.00
SIMON FIRE EQUIPMENT FINAL FIRE 
TRUCK PAYMENTS ($10,000 FIRE DEPT. & 
$77,681.41 CITY) $87,681.14
BILLS TO BE PAID – GENERAL 
SUBTOTAL $92,727.31

BILLS TO BE PAID – ROAD USE TAX
B & M TRUCKING HAULING COST ONLY- 
SALT & SAND FOR CITY $250.00
BILLS TO BE PAID – ROAD USE TAX 
SUBTOTAL $250.00

BILLS TO BE PAID – CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENTS

UPPER EXPLORERLAND RPC SEWER 
CIPP LINING PROJECT- CDBG 
DECEMBER 2025 ADMIN $1,578.71
FEHR GRAHAM SEWER CIPP LINING 
PROJECT $2,940.00
BILLS TO BE PAID – CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENTS SUBTOTAL $4,518.71

BILLS PAID – WATER
US BANK ALPINE- ½ LIFT STATION 
PHONES $94.67
QUILL- CITY HALL TONER CARTRIDGE 
$223.19
ALLIANT ENERGY- UTILITIES $748.74
BILLS PAID – WATER SUBTOTAL 
$1,066.60

BILLS TO BE PAID – WATER
MICROBAC LABORATORIES WATER 
TESTING 12/2025 $41.50
UTILITY EQUIPMENT CO. 6” JOINT LEAK 
CLAMPS X 2 $492.18
BILLS TO BE PAID–WATER SUBTOTAL 
$533.68

BILLS PAID – SEWER
US BANK ALPINE- ½ LIFT STATION 
PHONES $94.67
QUILL- CITY SHOP, TIMECLOCK RIBBON 
& NEW TIMECLOCK $200.48
ALLIANT ENERGY – UTILITIES $2,965.67
BILLS PAID– SEWER SUBTOTAL 
$3,260.82

BILLS TO BE PAID – SEWER
MICROBAC LABORATORIES 
WASTEWATER TESTING 12/2025 $588.50
CIC ENTERPRISES LLC. 300 BLOCK MAIN 
STREET WATER LEAK $1,577.08
CIC ENTERPRISES LLC. 900 BLOCK MAIN 
STREET WATER LEAK $2,753.50
TOM MARTIN MILEAGE- LAB SAMPLES 
TO WATERLOO 12/2025 $208.88
IOWA ONE CALL NOVEMBER 2025 
LOCATES $29.00
MIDWEST PATCH CITY- 2 NEW HI-VIZ 
JACKETS $145.00
HAWKINS INC. FERRULES, AZONE 15 
CHLORINE, FREIGHT CHARGES $1,056.94
BILLS TO BE PAID– SEWER SUBTOTAL 
$6,358.90

BILLS PAID – SOLID WASTE
US BANK KLUESNER- DECEMBER 2025 
GARBAGE PICKUP $3,277.41
FAYETTE CO. RECYCLING QUARTERLY 
RECYCLING FEES TO COUNTY $2,101.24
FAYETTE CO. SOLID WASTE 
MANAGEMENT QUARTERLY TIPPING/
HAULING FEES TO COUNTY $6,084.51
BILLS PAID– SOLID WASTE SUBTOTAL 
$11,463.16

BILLS PAID – PAYROLL
STAFF NET WAGES TOTAL (12/23/2025 & 
1/8/2026) (Council/Mayor Bi-Annual Pay) 
$13,177.34
AMBULANCE NET WAGES TOTAL (Q4-
2025) $980.28
IPERS – DECEMBER 2025 PENSION 
$1,929.75
EFTPS – DECEMBER 2025 FEDERAL 

PAYROLL TAXES $2,779.73
IA DEPT. OF REVENUE – Q4/2025 STATE 
WITHHOLDING TAXES $647.25
PAYROLL SUBTOTAL $19,514.35
GENERAL TOTAL $95,657.39
ROAD USE TAX TOTAL $250.00
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT TOTAL 
$4,518.71
WATER, SEWER & SOLID WASTE TOTAL 
$22,683.16
PAYROLL TOTAL $19,514.35 GRAND 
TOTAL $142,623.61
Council reviewed the 2025 employee wage 
report that had been published per State law. 
Council reviewed the following December 
2025 revenue report.
001-150-4300 FIRE DEPT INTEREST $ 39.16
001-410-4300 LIBRARY INTEREST $ 130.36
001-410-4440 LIBRARY ENRICH IOWA 
FUNDS $ 1,627.04
001-410-4551 LIBRARY DONATIONS $ 
108.60
001-410-4552 LIBRARY FAX $ 9.00
001-410-4553 LIBRARY COPIES $ 14.25
001-410-4554 LIBRARY COMPUTER 
COPIES $ 13.05
001-450-4740 CEMETERY SALE OF LOTS 
$ 240.00
001-950-4000 GENERAL FUND PROPERTY 
TAX $ 6,186.58
001-950-4013 INSURANCE PROPOERTY 
TAXES $ 1,283.14
001-950-4014 EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT COMM $ 75.02
001-950-4300 INTEREST ON CHECKING 
ACCOUNT $ 897.19
001-950-4750 MISC REVENUE $ 62.91
002-520-4300 INTEREST $ 19.00
002-520-4710 REPAYMENT — REVOLVING 
LOAN $ 502.69
110-210-4430 RUT ROAD USE TAXES $ 
7,601.27
121-950-4090 LOCAL OPTION TAX $ 
12,295.92
200-950-4000 DEBT SERVICE — 
PROPERTY TAXES $ 1,321.24
500-450-4300 PERPETUAL CD INTEREST 
$ 43.09
500-450-4740 CEMETERY PERPETUAL 
CARE $ 60.00
600-810-4500 WATER SALES $ 897.87
600-810-4530 WATER PENALTIES $ 650.00
600-810-4561 WATER EXCISE TAX $ 53.80
600-810-4750 WATER MISC. REVENUE $ 
179.96
610-815-4500 SEWER RENT $ 1,725.47
610-815-4560 SEWER SALES TAX 
COLLECTED $ 7.63
610-815-4750 SEWER MISC REVENUE $ 
282.11
670-840-4500 SOLID WASTE COLLECTION 
FEES $ 592.19
670-840-4560 SOLID WASTE SALES TAX 
COLLECT $ 10.50
Total $ 36,929.04

No fi re chief report, Clerk Wander shared 
with the cold weather Chief Johnson will 
bring the new truck at the February meeting 
to show. Clerk read the ambulance report. 
No City Superintendent report, Mayor El-
lis shared a plan of action is being worked 
through with the DNR for the Scenic Heights 
well and that will be shared at the next meet-

ing. No library report. In old business a mo-
tion was made by Wedo to approve the budget 
amendment for the sewer CIPP lining CDBG 
from $176,370 to $169,992, 2nd by Christian-
son, vote 4-0 carried. Resolution 2025-2 was 
read to approve the contract for the sewer 
CIPP lining project, motion to approve by 
Wenger, 2nd by Wachal, vote 4-0 carried. Res-
olution 2026-3 was read to set the public hear-
ing for 2-16-2025 to enter into an SRF loan not 
to exceed $57,000 for the sewer CIPP lining 
project, motion to approve by Wachal, 2nd by 
Christianson, vote 4-0 carried. Discussion was 
held on the Riverview Street paving & water 
diversion, planning to be completed by Spring 
2026. Motion to approve bids for 1 fi ling cab-
inet and 1 computer monitor from City Hall 
for a total of $45.00 (Brian & Barb Wenger) 
by Wachal, 2nd by Christianson, vote 3-0, 
Wenger abstained, carried. Revolving Loan 
Fund USDA sunset tabled to the next meet-
ing. Motion to approve a camera policy for the 
Kohler Memorial building by Wachal, 2nd by 
Wenger, vote 4-0 carried. Motion to approve 
a quote to install new cameras at the Kohler 
Memorial building for $2,209.25 (Decorah 
Tech) by Wenger, 2nd by Wachal, vote 4-0 car-
ried. Mallory Hanson was present to share the 
TRRC annual report, motion to approve the 
partnership funding request of $3000 for fi scal 
year 2027 by Wenger, 2nd by Wedo, vote 4-0 
carried. Funding may be increased to $3500 
when Council fi nished their budget work ses-
sions. Motion to approve a NEIA Community 
Action funding request of $685 for fi scal year 
2027 by Wachal, 2nd by Christianson, vote 4-0 
carried. Incoming business owners (Connor 
Porter & Colten Hanson) of 250 Center Street 
were present to share their proposed business 
plan and ask for a letter of support from the 
Council as they will be manufacturing & dis-
tributing alcohol, motion to approve by Wedo, 
2nd by Christianson, vote 4-0 carried. Motion 
to approve the Elgin Homecoming committee 
to hold Music in the Park July 9 & August 13, 
2026, at the downtown park by Wachal, 2nd by 
Wenger, vote 4-0 carried. Motion to approve a 
building permit for 603 Mill Street by Wedo, 
2nd by Wenger, vote 4-0 carried. Discussion 
was held on sending a cemetery mowing re-
quest for proposal to area mowing business-
es, as well as advertising for a mowing only 
seasonal position. Motion to approve for the 
Clerk to draft  a mowing request for proposal 
for all City property mowing by Christianson, 
2nd by Wedo, vote 4-0 carried. Motion to 
approve a draft  advertisement for a seasonal 
mowing position with the wage to be “$18+ 
depending on experience” by Wenger, 2nd by 
Wachal, vote 4-0 carried. Resolution 2026-1 
was read listing the authorized bank signers 
for the City, motion to approve by Wenger, 
2nd by Christianson, vote 4-0 carried. Budget 
work session #4 table to the February meeting. 
Motion to adjourn at 8:40 pm by Wachal, 2nd 
by Christianson, vote 4-0 carried.

Th e next regular meeting will be held 
Monday February 16, 2026.

Submitted by Ginger Wander, City Clerk.
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FAYETTE COUNCIL 
CLAIMS REPORT 1/20

VENDOR INVOICE DESCRIPTION 
AMOUNT CHECK # CHECK DATE
ACCESS SYSTEMS LEASING LIB: 
TECHNOLOGY 813.91 23543 1/21/2026
ACCESS SYSTEMS LEASING LIB: 
TECHNOLOGY 339.15 23543 1/21/2026
ACCESS SYSTEMS AMB: TECHNOLOGY 
1,781.87 21103605 1/16/2026
ACCESS SYSTEMS ADMIN: COMPUTER 
792.85 21103606 1/16/2026
ACCESS SYSTEMS ADMIN: COMPUTER 
792.85 21103607 1/16/2026
ACCESS SYSTEMS LIB:TECHNOLOGY 
1,819.44 23544 1/21/2026
ADVANTAGE COMPUTER WAT/SEW: 
UTILITY BILLING 800 23545 1/21/2026
AT&T MOBILITY POL/STR/SEW/
WAT:PHONE 489.36 23546 1/21/2026
AT&T MOBILITY POL/STR/SEW/
WAT:PHONE 483.02 23540 1/12/2026
BLACK HAWK WASTE DISP, INC P&A/
STR/POL/AMB/PARK:DUMPSTER 314.4 
23541 1/12/2026
BOUNDTREE MEDICAL AMB:MEDICAL 
SUPPLIES 1,118.47 23547 1/21/2026
BOUNDTREE MEDICAL AMB:MEDICAL 
SUPPLIES 242.23 23547 1/21/2026
BOUNDTREE MEDICAL AMB:MEDICAL 
SUPPLIES 325.99 23547 1/21/2026
BOUNDTREE MEDICAL AMB:MEDICAL 
SUPPLIES 141.94 23547 1/21/2026
CARD SERVICE CENTER LIB: CONTRACT/
SUPPLIES 441.36 23548 1/21/2026
CENTER POINT LARGE PRINT 
LIB:BOOKS 49.14 23549 1/21/2026
CODY WESENBERG STR: UNIFORM 
ALLOWANCE 175.46 23550 1/21/2026
DEMCO LIB:OFFICE SUPPLIES 236.21 

23551 1/21/2026
DOLLAR GENERAL-REGIONS 410526 
ADMIN/WAT: SUPPLIES 73.15 23552 
1/21/2026
DON’S TRUCK SALES, INC. ROAD TAX: 
VEHICLE OPERATIONS 183.42 23553 
1/21/2026
NE IA WATER SYSTEMS,LLC POL: OTHER 
SUPPLIES 21.5 23554 1/21/2026
EFTPS FED/FICA TAX 4,816.46 21103593 
1/8/2026
FAYETTE COUNTY RECYCLING 
RECYCLING:QUARTERLY FEES 3,852.78 
23555 1/21/2026
FAYETTE CO SOLID WASTE MNGMNT 
LANDFILL:QUARTERLY FEES 11,159.42 
23556 1/21/2026
FAYETTE COUNTY UNION P&A: LEGAL 
63 23557 1/21/2026
FAYETTE LUMBER CO. INC. PARK/
ROAD TAX: MAINTENANCE 80.48 23558 
1/21/2026
HSA-Tom Uhlenhopp HSA — CITY 500 
21103601 1/8/2026
HACH COMPANY WASTE WATER 
CHEMICALS 553.17 23559 1/21/2026
HAVEN PRESLEY WATER DEPOSIT 
REFUND 45.88 23560 1/21/2026
HAWKINS INC. WAT: CHEMICALS 
1,172.38 23561 1/21/2026
HSA — ADAM HILDEBRAND HSA — 
EMPLOYEE 1,150.00 21103594 1/8/2026
HSA — ANNETTE BUTIKOFER HSA — 
EMPLOYEE 624.61 21103596 1/8/2026
BRYANNA KANE HSA — CITY 500 
21103597 1/8/2026
CODY WESENBERG — HSA HSA — 
EMPLOYEE 20 21103600 1/8/2026
COLTEN HANSON HSA — CITY 1,000.00 
21103599 1/8/2026

HSA — JACOB PALMER HSA — 
EMPLOYEE 600 21103595 1/8/2026
JEREMIAH OWENS HSA HSA — 
EMPLOYEE 550 21103598 1/8/2026
IOWA DEPT OF REVENUE SALES TAX 
SEWER SALES TAX 298.8 21103602 1/9/2026
IOWA DEPT OF REVENUE SALES TAX 
WATER TAX 903.16 21103603 1/9/2026
JOHANSEN CONSULTING P&A: HR 
CONSULTING 1,818.82 23562 1/21/2026
JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL V-BELT MXV4 
380 131.78 23563 1/21/2026
KAY PARK RECREATION CORP. 2X 
STEEL WASTE RECEPTACLE 767.7 23564 
1/21/2026
KMDE LLC ALL:ELECTRICITY 500.85 
23565 1/21/2026
KNOW BUDDY RESOURCES LIB: BOOKS 
244.7 23566 1/21/2026
MICROBAC LABORATORIES INC SEW/
WAT:TESTING 680 23567 1/21/2026
MIDWEST PATCH RUT: SAFETY SUPPLIES 
468 23568 1/21/2026
MIDWEST PATCH STR:STREET PATCH 
316 23568 1/21/2026
MUNICIPAL SUPPLY, INC. WAT: METERS 
435 23569 1/21/2026
MYAH BRINKER WATER DEPOSIT 
REFUND 150 23570 1/21/2026
NE IA MECHANICAL LIB:BUILDING 
REPAIR 14.88 23571 1/21/2026
NEXBILLPAY LLC PAPERLESS BILLING 6.6 
21103604 1/20/2026
OVERDRIVE, INC. LIB:BOOKS 27.5 23572 
1/21/2026
OVERDRIVE, INC. LIB:BOOKS 75 23572 
1/21/2026
OVERDRIVE, INC. LIB:BOOKS 58.18 23572 
1/21/2026
P&K MIDWEST, INC. ROAD TAX: 

VEHICLE OPERATIONS 15.8 23573 
1/21/2026
POOR’S AUTOMOTIVE POL: VEHICLE 
MAINT 555 23574 1/21/2026
LESLIE SCOTT LUCHSINGER AMB: 
SUPPLIES 147.27 23575 1/21/2026
SHAWN GILSON AMBULANCE: 
TRAINING 104 23576 1/21/2026
SUPERIOR WELDING SUPPLY CO. 
AMB:OXYGEN 64.51 23577 1/21/2026
ULINE POL: OTHER SUPPLIES 125.22 
23578 1/21/2026
VISA FIRE/ADMIN/POL: SUPPLIES 871.99 
23579 1/21/2026
WESTRUM LEAK DETECTION INC. 
WAT:WATER LEAK 875 23580 1/21/2026
WILLOW LANE EDUCATION LIB: BOOKS 
108.95 23581 1/21/2026
WINDSTREAM IOWA 
COMMUNICATIONS ALL:TELEPHONE & 
INTERNET 646.8 23582 1/21/2026
WYOMING CHILD SUPPORT CHILD 
SUPPORT 420 23531 1/8/2026
ZARNOTH BRUSH WORKS, INC RUT: 
VEHICLE OPERATIONS 641.15 23542 
1/12/2026
Accounts Payable Total 49,596.56
Payroll Checks 15,223.91
REPORT TOTAL 64,820.47
GENERAL 44,999.74
ROAD USE FUND 4,526.25
WATER 8,994.44
WATER TRUST & AGENCY 195.88
SEWER 6,104.16
TOTAL FUNDS 64,820.47
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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
Jan. 20, 2026

Th e City Council of the City of Fayette, 
Iowa, met on Monday, Jan 20, at 6:00 pm in 
the Community Room at the Fayette Commu-
nity Library under the law and rules of said 
council, Mayor Karla Gavin presiding. Th e 
meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Roll call: Present — Council members Larson, 
Lowery, Luchsinger, Richards, Absent: Scott.

Moved Luchsinger, seconded Larson to 
approve the consent agenda items consisting 
of regular meeting minutes from 1/5/2026, 
Claims Report 1/2/2026 – 1/16/2026 and 
claims addendum from 1/5/2026 meeting. 
Roll Call.5 ayes.

Motion carried.
Th ere were no citizen comments.
Motion Larson, second Lowery to approve 

the agenda. 4 ayes, motion passed.
Mayor Gavin thanked Patty Potratz for 20 

years of service on the Fayette City Council. 
She also attended the County Emergency 
Management meeting and the public budget 
hearing has been set for Feb 10th.

She will also be attending Conference 
board meeting for the Fayette County Asses-
sor’s Offi  ce where they will be proposing there 
FY26-27 Budget. She stated the 101 King 
street property is still moving forward with 
steps behind the scenes.

Administrator Uhlenhopp read a state-
ment regarding fees for the city’s utility bills 
and stated we have just gotten done with the 
annual audit.

Chief Owens talked about the importance 
of house numbers. Also Mentioned repairing 
the drone, they have been using interns a lot. 
He has some youth spring and summer pro-
grams coming up.

He also mentioned on behalf of the fi re 
dept. that Fire 1 class is done in mid-March.

Mayor Gavin Requested the Finance 
Committee approve the Fire pay in the Fire 
Minutes as part of the planning for budget 

FY27. Motion Larson, Second Lowery to ap-
prove 1/3/2026 Finance meeting minutes,

1/7/2026 Fire Minutes, 1/7/2026 Rec 
Board Minutes, 1/14/2026 Rec Board Min-
utes. 4 ayes, motion passed.

Th e Fayette Fair board presentation was 
moved forward to an upcoming meeting.

Dave Runyon gave a presentation on the 
tree board. He talked about the tree budget, 
upcoming grants,

and suggestions to simplify the city code 
in regard to the Tree Board.

Bids were opened for the 2015 Hell Cat 
Challenger. Th e winning bid $32501from Co-
rey Streif. Motion

Lowery, Second Luchsinger to approve 
the bid of $32501 from Corey Streif. 4 Ayes, 
motion passed.

Motion Luchsinger, second Lowery to 
approve hiring Taylor Hepperle as a part time 
police offi  cer. 4 ayes

motion passed.
Motion Lowery, second Larson to approve 

up to $5000 to fi x the drone. 4 ayes. Motion 
passed.

Discussion of the bricks by city hall was 
moved to next meeting

Motion Richards, second Lowery to ap-
prove Resolution 2026-1. Th e home building 
incentive. 4 ayes motion passed.

Motion Lowery, second Larson to table 
Resolution 2026-2 until the next meeting, 
aft er the fi nance committee has reviewed it. 4 
ayes, motion passed.

Motion Lowery, second Larson to table 
Resolution 2026-3 until the next meeting.

Motion Larson, second Lowery to move 
the discussion of the heater to the next meet-
ing.

Motion Larson, second Luchsinger to have 
the clerk investigate moving Simple City to the 
cloud.

Larson Motiond to adjourn at 6:53.
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Greetings from the Statehouse
Th e second week of ses-

sion has been shorter than 
usual with the Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. holiday. Th e 
workload has ramped up 
for me with the release of 
the governor’s recommend-
ed budget. As a member of 
the Appropriations Com-
mittee and chair of the 
Administration and Regu-
lation Appropriations Sub-
committee, I have begun 
a series of meetings with 
department directors, com-
missioners, and state-wide 
elected offi  cials.

On Wednesday (Jan. 21), 
HF 2104, the fi rst bill of the 
session passed off  the fl oor 
of the House, protecting 
landowners from abuse of 
eminent domain for CO2 
pipelines. Th is session, the 
House approach is very 
narrowly tailored, HF 2104 
simply prohibits eminent 
domain for the purpose of 
carbon dioxide pipelines.

Th e bill now heads to 
the Senate where Republi-
cans proposed a diff erent 
plan focused on encourag-
ing voluntary easements, 
allowing eminent domain 
only as a last resort aft er 
extensive eff orts. Work will 
continue through the ses-
sion to reach agreement on 
the policy on right of way 
access.

Th is week, Iowa House 
Republicans released House 
Study Bill 596, our property 
tax proposal designed to 
put the taxpayers fi rst. Th is 
plan is not about protecting 
the status quo for taxing 

entities; it is about creating 
predictability and protect-
ing the bank accounts of 
hardworking Iowans.

Th e components of the 
bill include:

• Capping revenue 
growth at 2% plus new 
construction, ensuring that 
cities and counties are still 
incentivized to grow. Th is 
component includes excep-
tions for schools and the 
debt levy.

• Delivering immediate 
relief to every homeowner 
by creating a new $25,000 
exemption. Every residen-
tial property will not be 
taxed on the fi rst $25,000 of 
the assessed value of their 
home.

• Revamping the infor-
mational mailer sent to 
every property taxpayer to 
increase transparency and 
give taxpayers a better idea 
of where their money is go-
ing and what it funds.

• Clarifying that all bonds 
payable with property taxes 
must receive a 60% affi  rma-
tive vote.

• Requiring Councils of 
Government (COGs) to 
help local governments fi nd 
effi  ciencies and cut waste.

One of the major diff er-
ences in the House propos-
al from the governor’s and 
Senate’s proposed bills is 
the exemption on the fi rst 
$25,000 of the assessed 
value of every residential 
property.

Governor’s approach: 
Propose a 2% cap on lo-
cal government revenue 
growth, excluding new 
construction and a freeze 
on property taxes for 

homeowners aged 65 and 
older with homes valued at 
$350,000 or less.

Senate approach: Pro-
poses changing the state’s 
“rollback” system (which 
limits the taxable portion 
of property value) and in-
creasing the homestead tax 
credit to 50% of a home’s 
taxable value.

As part of Iowa’s Amer-
ica 250 celebration, com-
memorating the 250th 
anniversary of the signing 
of the Declaration of In-
dependence, the Iowa De-
partment of Education is 
off ering an exciting new 
webinar series for K-12 ed-
ucators across the state.

Starting Jan. 26, Iowa 
educators joined the Iowa 
America 250 webinar se-
ries, highlighting import-
ant historical events related 
to the founding of Amer-
ica that can help guide 
classroom instruction and 
thoughtful student discus-
sion.

Th e schedule of dates 
and topics for the webinar 
series are listed below. All 
webinars will meet from 
4-5 p.m. on Zoom. Full de-
tails on the upcoming we-
binar series can be found 
on the Department’s Iowa 
America 250 Webinar Se-
ries and Recordings web-
page.

Iowa Workforce Devel-
opment (IWD) is opening a 
new round of grant funding 
today to help employers ad-
vance promising summer 
internship programs for 
Iowa’s youth. Th e Summer 
Youth Internship Program 
exists to help generate 

p r o m -
i s i n g 
s u m -
m e r 
w o r k 
e x p e -
r i e n c -
es for 
y o u n g 
Iowans 
in high 
d e -
m a n d 
fi elds spread across the 
workforce.

Th ese eff orts can drive 
new career interests and 
help employers further 
build their workforce pipe-
line. Applications are now 
open at iowagrants.gov and 
will be accepted through 
Monday, Feb. 16, at 2 p.m.

I received a visit from a 
former 4-H member and 
Iowa State University stu-
dent, Olivia Johnson of 
Howard County, during 
Extension and 4-H Voic-
es at the Capitol Wednes-
day aft ernoon. A group of 
Luther College students 
braved the cold to join me 
and Senate majority leader 
Klimesh for a discussion 
and tour at the Capitol on 
Th ursday morning.

It is a pleasure to serve 
as your representative this 
legislative session, please 
reach out with issues that 
are of concern as the ses-
sion progresses. Kindly 
contact me ahead of time 
if you are planning a trip 
to the Capitol, it helps me 
plan my schedule to meet 
with you. I can be reached 
at michael.bergan@legis.
iowa.gov.

Rep. Michael 
Bergan

BY REPRESENTATIVE
MICHAEL BERGAN

During its January 
monthly meeting, the Fay-
ette County Master Gar-
deners celebrated the grad-
uation and certifi cation of 
four new members into the 
Master Gardener program. 
Recognized for their ded-
ication and commitment 
to horticultural excellence 
were Linda Johansen, Julie 
Larson, Courtney Miller 
and Madison Rau

To earn their offi  cial 
Master Gardener certif-
icates, badges, and pins, 

the individuals completed 
a training course followed 
by a schedule of volunteer 
service hours. Th eir tran-
sition from interns to cer-
tifi ed members signifi es 
their readiness to provide 
research-based gardening 
information and support to 
the local community.

“We are thrilled to wel-
come these four talented 
individuals to our team,” 
said Hannah Frederick, 
Fayette County Mas-
ter Gardeners president. 

“Th eir hard work over the 
past year has been impres-
sive, and we look forward 
to the positive impact they 
will continue to have on 
our local landscapes and 
community projects.”

Th e Fayette County 
Master Gardeners are a 
dedicated corps of volun-
teers trained by Iowa State 
University Extension and 
Outreach. Th ey provide 
volunteer leadership and 
service in horticulture and 
environmental stewardship 

to the local community.
Th rough public garden 

maintenance, youth edu-
cation, and environmental 
stewardship, they strive 
to improve the quality of 
life in Fayette County, one 
plant at a time. To learn 
more about them and how 
you can help, visit the orga-
nization’s website at exten-
sion.iastate.edu/fayette, call 
563-425-3331, or stop by 
at 218 South Main Street, 
Fayette.

Master Gardeners recognize new graduates

Country Mile Auctions
Friday • January 30th, 2026

Online Auction Starts Closing: 6:00 pm
Located at: 17800 150th Street • Randalia, IA 52164

Morgan Dollars, Barber, United States and Canadian 
coins, Mercury Dime Set. Liberty, etc. Part of a

Large Collection of Vintage Coins 

BID NOW at countrymileauctions.hibid.com

Online Only • Check us out on Facebook!

Th e following stu-
dents were named to the 
President’s List at Iowa 
State University. Students 
achieving this prestigious 
designation have main-
tained a 4.0 GPA for two 
consecutive semesters.

Clermont — Lexi Hay-
ley Steff ens, Animal Sci-
ence, B.S.

Sumner — Whitney 
Tegtmeier, Family and 
Consumer Sciences Educa-
tion and Studies, B.S.

Named to the 
President’s List

Th e University of 
Dubuque has announced 
its Fall Semester 2025 Aca-
demic Dean’s List.

Full-time students in 
good academic standing 
(registered for and having 
earned 12 or more letter 
grade credits for the term) 
who earn a term grade 
point average of 3.5 or 
above and who do not have 
any grades of Incomplete 
for the term are named 
to the Dean’s List. Once 

grades have been submitted 
for any Incompletes, the 
Offi  ce of Academic Aff airs 
will review eligibility again 
for possible placement on 
the Dean’s List for the given 
term.

Dean’s List is awarded 
for the fall and spring se-
mesters only and may be 
awarded retroactively.

Local students named 
to the Dean’s list include 
Christian McLellan, West 
Union.

University of 
Dubuque Dean’s List

Fayette County Demo-
crats will host their precinct 
caucus at 7 p.m. Monday, 
Feb. 2, in the Fayette Com-
munity Library Communi-
ty Room in Fayette. Partic-
ipants must arrive and be 
signed in by 7 p.m. to par-
ticipate.

Th e purpose of the cau-
cus is to strategize as a 
county on goals for the 
2026 election cycle; elect 
delegates and alternates to 
the County Convention; 
elect Precinct Commit-
tee persons to the County 

Central Committee; dis-
cuss and adopt proposed 
resolutions for the county 
platform.

Any Iowa Democrat is 
encouraged to attend the 
caucus. Registration will 
be available on site. Iowans, 
who will be 18 years of age 
on or before Nov. 3, 2026, 
are eligible to register to 
vote and participate.

For additional informa-
tion or assistance, email 
f aye t te c ou nt y i a d e m o -
crats@gmail.com.

Fayette County Democratic 
caucus February 2

Dear editor,
A child of six years old 

has a well-developed sense 
of fairness. An example 
can be heard on any play-
ground. In a clear loud 
voice one can hear, “Th at’s 
not fair.” A child may not 
have language skills to 
clearly state their reasons 
and they just know it is not 
fair.

Skills to describe fairness 
develop as we experience 
life. Our ability to name 
truth and hypocrisy fol-
low. Information comes to 
us with intensity and vol-
ume of a fi re hose. Over-
whelmed can be a constant 
state as we read social me-
dia, listen to podcasts and 
watch TV coverage.

An an adult, I count on 

my senses of sight, hear-
ing and heart. Events I see 
leave little doubt in my 
mind. Commentary heard 
requires information to 
be credible. My heart has 
a gauge of compassion for 
human beings. Th ese three 
senses inform my ability 
to determine fairness and 
truthfulness of a situation.

Seeds of doubt are in-
tensely broadcast in our 
awareness. Messages to 
doubt my personal experi-
ence make red fl ags wave 
and I hear a child’s voice 
shout, “Th at is not fair, that 
is not true.”

May we each believe 
what we see with our own 
eyes.

Elaine St. Clair
Decorah

To the editor

Area News


