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Breathe Easier,  
Closer to Home  
Expanded access to expert  
pulmonary care at Pella Regional.

The Iowa Clinic Pulmonology department is  
now seeing patients in Pella for asthma, COPD,  
sleep disorders and more.
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Alumni offers $5K 
for Stadium

Records set at 
Heartland Classic Pierce wins Late 

Model Nationals
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Federal dollars need to be 
obligated

By Steve Woodhouse

Marion County received 

over $6.4 million from 

the American Rescue Plan 

Act, signed by President 

Joe Biden in 2021. Before 

Tuesday, there was 

approximately $175,005 

that had yet to be designated 

for a purpose. The County has a deadline 

of Dec. 31, 2024, to 

designate 
expenditures 

for this money. However, 

the ARPA money has 

drawn interest of around 

$244,000 since it’s been in 

the County’s bank account. 

The interest does not have 

to be obligated by the same 

deadline. County Engineer Tyler 

Christian 
approached 

the Board of Supervisors 

Tuesday about designating 

$300,000 more – including 

funds from the interest – 

for the Junction 92 project. 

This project, which has 

been discussed for 20 years, 

includes a new engineer’s 

office, storage and more. 

Bids on the project, which 

is underway, came in over 

budget. “We’ve been trying to 

get this project done since 

2004,” Supervisor Steve 

McCombs said. “It will 

be a valuable asset to all 

Marion County citizens. 

I’m willing to back the 

resolution.” Sheriff Jason Sandholdt 

said 
he 

supported 

Christian’s request, but he 

believes the County should 

allow other departments 

to submit proposals for 

the remaining ARPA 

money and its interest. 

Supervisor Kisha Jahner 

suggested Sandholdt come 

back with a proposal. One 

of the uses mentioned 

during the discussion was 

for new generators for 

the dispatch center. This 

center is responsible for all 

emergency agencies in the 

county outside of Pella. 

The supervisors amended 

the resolution that was 

presented to reduce the 

amount to $100,000, then 

passed it in a second vote. 

Sgt. Doane recognized

Pella Police Sergeant 

Bryce Doane received the 

Meritorious Recognition 

Award at last week’s Peer 

Support Foundation annual 

conference! Sgt. Doane 

was nominated for his 

leadership and dedication 

to officer wellness, not 

only at the Pella Police 

Department but throughout 

central Iowa. Thank 

you, Sgt. Doane, for 

your commitment to the 

betterment of our officers 

and looking out for their 

wellbeing! (photo from the 

PPD Facebook page)

Pleasantville Officer on paid administrative leave

Officer Emily Good 

is currently on paid 

administrative leave from 

the Pleasantville Police 

Department. We reached 

out to Good for a comment, 

but no response was 

received. City Attorney 

Bob Stuyvesant told the 

Express that he could 

make no comment, as the 

situation is a personnel 

matter. Good is also the school 

district’s school resource 

officer, and the two entities 

split the costs of her salary. 

High school principal Gary 

Friday said she is currently 

not working in the schools. 

City Clerk Rachel Reed, 

who was recently given 

the duties of City Manager 

since Joe Mrstik’s official 

retirement, reports that a 

special meeting is likely 

to be set soon in which the 

council will take action on 

both Good’s employment, 

and a contract with a new 

police chief. Michael 

Foland of Denver, Iowa, 

is the leading candidate 

for chief. No date for the 

special meeting had been 

set by our print deadline. 

Mayor proposes utilizing 
school land

Pella Mayor Don DeWaard 

reportedly proposed to 

the school board to sell 

25 acres of land north 

of Madison Elementary 

School for housing and 

donate the proceeds to the 

recreation center. 
The proposal was 

discussed at Monday 

night’s school board 

meeting, with no action 

taken. One board member 

was absent. Discussion will 

likely continue at October 

board meetings. 
The land in question was 

purchased by the district as 

part of a 50-acre transaction 

for $1.5 million in 2004. 

Superintendent 
Greg 

Ebeling reported that 

Mayor DeWaard had 

made the proposal to the 

board. The board meeting 

was a few hours after an 

Espresso TV interview 

was filmed with DeWaard 

which included discussion 

of a status update of the 

recreation center. The 

Mayor did not mention 

this proposal during that 

interview. During the Espresso 

TV interview, DeWaard 

reported that $17 million 

had been pledged to the 

recreation center at that 

point. That’s roughly 

half the estimated cost of 

the facility, which hopes 

to include four gyms, a 

competition swimming 

pool, a recreational 

swimming pool, 300 

additional parking spaces 

and more. DeWaard was also asked 

about the extension of 

University Street to the 

east to accommodate the 

Pella Sports Park and 

the recreation center. 

The City of Pella had not 

secured the land for this 

extension at the time of 

DeWaard’s interview, but 

he believes an agreement 

is close. Regardless of 

the completion of the 

recreation center, DeWaard 

says University’s extension 

is key to the City’s future 

development. An informational meeting 

about the recreation center 

was held Wednesday 

night, after our print 

deadline. Look for more 

on this online at www.

marioncountyexpress.net 

and in next week’s Express. 

Heaton, Hendrickson crowned

Haylie Hendrickson was crowned Melcher-Dallas High School’s 2024 Homecoming 

Queen and Ryan Heaton the Homecoming King last week. See more photos and a 

story about the game inside. (photo courtesy of Cindy Bauer)

PACE Alliance Hosts Golf 

Tournament for Members and 

Raises $6500 for Holiday Heroes 

(Police + Fire + Ambulance)

The PACE Alliance 

held its annual Charity 

Golf Outing on Friday, 

August 16th.  The themed 

event (“Oh Christmas 

Tee – a Summer Slice of 

Christmas Nice”) brought 

together 144 members/

golfers, 48 sponsors, 

and over 35 volunteers 

(including members of the 

Pella Police Department, 

Fire Department, and 

Community Ambulance) 

for a Christmas inspired day 

filled with holiday cheer, 

laughter, and fundraising 

on the Bos Landen Golf 

Course.  Together we 

raised $6,500 for Holiday 

Heroes. (Each year, Pella 

Police, Pella Fire, and 

Pella Ambulance team 

up to bring holiday cheer 

to local children! Thanks 

to generous donations, 

they take families from 

the Pella School District 

shopping for Christmas 

presents. This wonderful 

collaboration 
between 

our first responders and 

local businesses makes the 

holidays brighter!) Funds 

also went to support the 

activities and events of the 

PACE Alliance.  
Golf Committee Members 

Tim Te Grootenhuis, 

Vicki Cowman, and Chris 

Meyers along with PACE 

staff organized this year’s 

golf outing with an extra 

purpose in mind – to 

support those who sacrifice 

their time and lives to 

protect our businesses and 

citizens as they give back 

to the community during 

the holidays.“The Committee not only 

wanted a fun networking 

event where PACE 

Members could engage, but 

we wanted to do something 

to give back to the Pella 

area. Our first responders 

are the heartbeat of our 

community, 
tirelessly 

working to keep us safe. 

We are grateful to support 

their Holiday Heroes 

event, celebrating our first 

responders’ dedication to 

selflessly giving back to 

those they serve. Together 

we were able to fundraise 

and honor their incredible 

efforts”, said PACE 

Director of Membership 

Mary Mansfield.

Biden drops out

President Joe Biden 

announced Sunday that 

he will no longer seek re-

election. He has endorsed 

Vice President Kamala 

Harris. The President has 

not resigned from office. 

“I believe it is in the best 

interest of my party and 

the country for me to stand 

down and to focus solely 

one fulfilling my duties as 

President for the remainder 

of my term,” a letter 

posted Sunday on Biden’s 

personal X account reads, 

in part. 

“While I am personally 

sad that President Biden 

has decided he is unable 

to continue the work he 

has started by running for 

a second term, I recognize 

that this action means Joe 

is telling us that it’s up 

to us to finish the job,” 

a statement from Iowa 

Democrat Party Chair Rita 

Hart reads. 

“Marion 
County 

Democrats are proud 

of President Biden for 

putting the future of our 

democracy first,” Cheryl 

Scherr, local party chair, 

told the Express. “We 

are proud of his many 

accomplishments. Over 

the past four years he 

has capped prescription 

drug costs for seniors; 

brought millions of 

dollars to Iowa (over 

$37M to Marion County 

alone) for much-needed 

infrastructure; supported 

American manufacturing 

jobs; and invested in 

clean, renewable energy to 

combat the climate crisis. 

President Biden’s decision 

to step away from the race 

for the presidency comes 

from a place of strength, 

experience, and patriotism. 

We applaud him for his 

courage.”

As of our deadline, 

several top Democrats have 

endorsed Vice President 

Harris – including Nancy 

Pelosi, Chuck Schumer 

and Hakeem Jeffries. The 

Democrats’ convention 

is scheduled to be held 

in Chicago Aug. 19-22. 

It is unclear whether she 

will officially receive her 

party’s nomination for the 

office. 

“Moving forward, our 

Democratic Party practice 

gives responsibility to 

the delegates we selected 

through our caucus and 

convention processes to 

finally determine who will 

assume the role of our 

nominee for president,” 

Scherr added. “We look 

forward to seeing that 

process through and to 

working together to elect 

Democratic candidates, up 

and down the ballot.”

Harris was a candidate for 

the Democratic nomination 

in 2020, and dropped out 

before the Iowa Caucus. 

In an early debate, she was 

critical of Biden’s record 

and how decisions he 

made impacted minorities. 

It was weeks ago that 

Biden and his defenders 

were calling social media 

posts of the President’s 

odd, concerning behavior 

as fake. Following what 

Biden and his campaign 

called a “bad night” at the 

first debate on June 27, 

others in the party began 

to question whether he 

was the best person for 

the nomination. Polls 

indicated that Republican 

nominee former President 

Donald Trump would win 

the general election in 

November. 
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The Pleasantville Dance Team once again performed at the annual Iowa Shrine Bowl at the UNI-Dome in Cedar Falls. They were among the many who represented Marion 

County at the all-star event. Look for more in Sports. (photo by Ken Kinne)

A note from the publisher

Hello everyone, thank 

you for all the support 

you continue to give the 

Express!

This week’s paper is a 

little slim, at least in my 

opinion, and I apologize 

for that. I needed to take a 

few days off and I’ve been 

preparing for our visitors 

this week. 

With our visitors coming, 

our event with Central 

Empire Wrestling and 

Jimmy Hart, I also chose 

to move my deadline up to 

make things a little more 

convenient for us and 

my printing friends at the 

Albia Newspapers. Albia 

is a pass-through town 

after Knoxville. 

Thanks again for all 

your support! We’ll beef 

things up for next week, 

meanwhile, check out 

the Espresso and www.

marioncountyexpress.net 

for updates until we print 

again. 
Have a great week!

Steve

Pleasantville baseball was given a heroes’ sendoff Tuesday morning as they traveled to Carroll for their first game of the State Tournament. (photos courtesy of Tonya Cook) 

Get registered for Nationals Parade

The Knoxville Chamber 

of Commerce is thrilled 

to announce the highly 

anticipated 2024 McKay 

Group Knoxville Nationals 

Parade. This year’s parade 

will take place on Saturday, 

August 10, in Downtown 

Knoxville, starting at 11 

a.m. The lineup for the 

parade will commence at 

10 a.m. sharp.

The parade’s start time 

has been set for 11:00 a.m. 

to accommodate more 

sprint car drivers, ensuring 

a vibrant participation. 

Community members and 

race fans are encouraged to 

enjoy breakfast downtown 

before the parade, stay for 

lunch, and explore local 

businesses post-event.

Notable for this year is a 

change in the parade route 

due to ongoing construction 

in the city. The parade 

will kick off at the corner 

of Robinson and Roche 

Streets, heading east on 

Robinson. It will then make 

a right turn onto 4th Street 

before another right onto 

Montgomery Street. The 

parade will end at Fremont 

Street.
Entries for the 2024 

McKay Group Nationals 

Parade are currently being 

accepted. Participants can 

access entry forms and 

the parade route at https://

www.knoxvilleiachamber.

com/events /knoxvi l le-

nationals/parade/.

Residential Structure Fire 1000 Blk W Larson

On July 21 at 1404 

hours, the Knoxville Fire 

Department was dispatched 

to residential structure 

fire.  While en route, KFD 

was notified by dispatch 

that they had received 

multiple calls, and there 

was smoke coming from 

the house.  Knoxville City 

Fire Department responded 

with one engine company, 

one EMS company, one 

ladder company and one 

command officer.  While 

en route a working fire 

assignment was requested.  

When units arrived on 

scene there was smoke 

pushing from the roof and 

eves of the house.  Engine 

Crew made a fast attack 

on the fire that had started 

on the exterior of the 

home and spread into the 

garage and attic.  Ladder 

crew conducted search 

confirming everyone was 

out of the structure.  Ladder 

crew also began to ventilate 

the residence of smoke and 

products of combustion.     

The house suffered fire, 

heat, smoke, and water 

damage.  The fire was 

accidental in nature and 

started by burning yard 

waste next to the home.  The 

fire started on the exterior 

wall of the structure before 

spreading to the garage and 

attic.  
Residents are being 

assisted by family and 

friends currently. There 

were no injuries. 

Knoxville 
Fire 

Department was assisted 

on scene by Knoxville 

PD, Knoxville Rural Fire 

Department, Pella EMS, 

Marion County Dispatch 

and Mid-American Energy.  

photo credit: Adam 

Schultz, Public domain, 

via Wikimedia Commons

Democrats rally behind Harris

By Steve Woodhouse
“Enthusiasm” 

and 
“excitement” were the 

adjectives heavily used at 
Saturday night’s Liberty 

and Justice Dinner, hosted 
by the Iowa Democratic 

Party.
The party reportedly sold 

out its biggest fundraiser of 
the year, held inside Hy-Vee 

Hall in Des Moines. 
“You can’t beat being sold 

out,” State Auditor Rob 
Sand said. “I think there’s a 

ton of enthusiasm here.” 
Days earlier, the party 

chose to back Vice 
President Kamala Harris as 

the Democratic presidential 
nominee after President Joe 

Biden ended his re-election 
bid via letter posted on 

X. Harris ran on her own 
in 2020, but dropped out 

before the Iowa Caucus, 
which was first-in-the-

nation at that time. Iowa 
Democrats held a mail-in 

caucus in 2024, and Harris 
was not a Presidential 

candidate for any other 
state’s primary for the 2024 

election. “I’ve been to party 
business things where we 

argue 12 hours for one 
paragraph on a platform,” 

Jerry Hageman of Waterloo 
told the Express. He does 

not believe there is an 
issue with Harris being the 

nominee. “I honestly don’t 
think we had time to do it 

any other way.” He does not 
believe 100 days is enough 

for the party to “argue” 
over whom it is running, 

nor have any other potential 
candidates shown resistance 

to the nomination. Pete 
Wermingont 

and his husband Arash 
Yarpezpshkan consider 

themselves 
“strong 

Democrats” who are “very 
anti-Trump.” “That’s why we’re here,” 

Yarpezpshkan said. They 
realize that Republicans 

currently have a strong 
majority in Iowa, but they 

are hopeful that Harris’s 
candidacy could make the 

race for Iowa’s electoral 
votes a little closer. The two were also eager 

to hear from Kentucky 
Governor Andy Bashear, 

whom they consider a 
“young up-and-comer” in 

the party. For several days 
prior to our print deadline, 

Bashear has been named 
by the national press as a 

potential running mate for 
Harris. During her introduction 

to the evening, party chair 
Rita Hart praised Bashear 

for expanding health care, 
prioritizing good-paying 

jobs and supporting public 
schools. Democrats all 

night took shots at the law 
that allows families to 

choose where tax dollars 
intended for their children’s 

K-12 education are spent. 
An audit showed that the 

cost of the program could 
cost Iowa taxpayers an 

additional $2.3 million by 
2027. “I believe Iowans and 

voters all across this country 
are ready to make history,” 

Hart said. She went on 
to say, “The enthusiasm 

surrounding Vice president 
Harris is amazing to see.” 
The candidates who spoke 

also took aim at the law 
that took effect on Monday 

that does not allow anyone 
in the state to stop the 

beating heart of a fetus via 
abortion. The Democrats 

often referred to protecting 
a woman’s “reproductive 

rights” as one of the party’s 
main objectives this election 

season. “She (Harris) believes 

politicians should stay the 
heck away from women’s 

doctor’s offices,” Hart said. 
“Every woman in this room 

is afraid of what our young 
women have to face in the 

future.” “We have to have 
message discipline,” House 

Democratic Leader Jennifer 
Konfrst said. “Republicans 

are too extreme and Iowans 
are ready for Democratic 

leadership in this state.” 
“Do not make any mistake 

about it – they are not 
done. They are coming 

after contraception and 
IVF,” Senate Democratic 

Leader Pam Jochum said 
of the Republicans. She 

believes the GOP is trying 
to privatize education. 
Jochum then spoke of 

Donald Trump’s comment 
about Republicans having 

no need to vote in four 
years, as everything will be 

fixed. Democrats took that 
as a threat. “You know what? It’ll 

be fixed, it’ll be fine. You 
won’t have to vote anymore, 

my beautiful Christians,” 
Trump said. He was ending 

a speech to Turning Point 
Action and had rattled off 

several goals he has for a 
second term. “Democracy is on the 

line,” Jochum said. “It’s 
time for them to go.” 
Candidates for Iowa’s 

U.S. House seats also 
spoke – with the exception 

of Christiana Bohannon, 
who is running for District 

1, which includes Marion 
County. 

Bohannon 
reportedly had a prior 

obligation. Upon taking the stage 
Bashear touted his record 

in Kentucky, as well as his 
experiences with Harris. 

He believes she is a good 

person who would support 
Democratic issues, such as 

abortion, public education, 
gender identity, etc. “This election is a stark 

reminder that we should 
care most about having 

good people in the office as 
opposed to simply people 

from any political party,” 
Bashear said. He hopes to 

“turn down the temperature” 
and reunite the country. 
Bashear credited Harris 

with invoking excitement 
with increases in fundraising 

and volunteerism among 
the party. He also believes 

Harris will be able to attract 
non-Democrats. “She’s been vice president 

for four years, she’s ready 
for this job and the person I 

know personally is the one 
who can move us past all 

the noise and all the anger, 
and won’t that feel good?” 

Bashear said. 
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Storm damages Grand Theater

Marion County has seen 
heavy rainfall all this 

week. For instance, Pella 
reportedly had 10 inches 

of rain within two days – 
maybe more. A roofing project had 

begun on the Grand 
Theater on Monday. 

Things were said to 
be going well, but on 

Tuesday, as the rooftop air 
units were being removed 

for the project, Knoxville 
had a strong shower.
Dylan Morse, who 

spearheaded the Grand’s 
restoration 

project 
years ago, posted on his 

Facebook there was severe 
leaking inside the theater 

as a result. Damage was 

done to the interior, which 
required the gas and 

electricity to be cut off. 
The Grand Theater is 

owned and operated by 
a nonprofit foundation. 

Donations are being 
sought to aid in the 

recovery from the water 
damage. 

RAGBRAI rolls through Marion County

After months of local 
planning, Melcher-Dallas, 

Attica and Knoxville 
welcomed RAGBRAI 

riders late last week. 
Representatives from 

Attica and Melcher-
Dallas say the event went 

well, though Melcher-

Dallas did not see as 
many riders stop as they 

had anticipated. Attica 
received roughly one-

third of the riders. As for Knoxville, the 
riders had rolled into 

town after the roughest 
part of the state-crossing 

journey. Most riders opted 
to set up camp when they 

made it to the county and 
just relax. There were still 

crowds around various 
aspects of Knoxville 

RAGBRAI. The Hairball concert 
crowd was reportedly 

local, with maybe 
6,000 attendees when 

15,000 were expected. 
RAGBRAI committee 

members had planned to 
review the financials of 

the event on Wednesday, 
after our print deadline. 

Wendy Chiabotta of Melcher-Dallas snapped these photos of Hairball’s downtown performance 

during RAGBRAI. The crowd enjoyed the headline act. 
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Best teammates

Pictured are Knoxville’s best teammates from the past year, as voted on by their teammates. 

Front row L to R:  Ethan Cahill, Zach Boender, Cassidy DeMaderios, Landyn Gibson, Shalom Watson, Rebekah Bennett, Morgan Pitt, Janie Maasdam, Hannah Dunkin, 

Diego Garcia, Jordyn Counts, Ava Karr, Hannah Burkhart, Brilynn McMillen, Lainey Lint and Regan Sinclair. 

Back row L to R:  Molly Anderson, Andie Branson, Brett Watters, Brady Roozeboom, Caelie Smith, Ethan Russell, Drake Larson, Addison Dunkin, Payton Horn, Brigette 

Renard, Isaac Rankin, Kaeding Phillips, Nicole Schultz, Serenity Turner, Kyler Gifford and Kaiden Smith. (photo by Steve Woodhouse)

Pella Homecoming Royalty

Pella High’s Homecoming King and Queen candidates were announced yesterday. King candidates include Tyson 

Barnes, Lake Cowman, Isaiah Kettler, Colin Kerndt and Ben Thompson. Queen candidates are Ella Hartwick, 

Sydney Namminga, Lyndi Schulte, Claire Smock and Kelsey Tauke (photo courtesy of Matt Fouch)

Grassley believes 

legislation will 

become more clear

Gregg resigns from office

Central College alumnus 

Adam Gregg resigned from 

the office of Lieutenant 

Governor 
effective 

Tuesday. The stated reason 

for his resignation was to 

spend more time with his 

children.

On the same day, the 

Iowa Bankers Association 

announced that Gregg is the 

new president and CEO of 

the organization – effective 

Oct. 1.  
“It has been a great honor 

to serve alongside Governor 

Reynolds for seven years. 

I have enormous respect 

for her and her leadership, 

and she will always be 

one of the most important 

mentors in my life. I don’t 

have the words to express 

the profound gratitude 

I feel toward Governor 

Reynolds,” Gregg stated in 

a press release. “However, 

as Scripture reminds us, 

for everything there is a 

season, and there is a time 

to every purpose under 

heaven. I feel my time in 

public service must come 

to a close. This season of 

my life needs to be focused 

on my family. My kids are 

growing up too fast, and 

statewide elected offices 

force me to miss more 

of their lives than I can 

accept. While difficult, the 

decision to resign from 

this role allows me to 

honor my most important 

commitment – my family.”

Gov. Reynolds named 

Adam Gregg acting 

lieutenant governor in May 

2017 when she succeeded 

Gov. Terry Branstad 

after he was named U.S. 

Ambassador to China. The 

two have since been elected 

to two terms in office, in 

2018 and 2022.

“Adam has been a 

tremendous partner and an 

important part of my team 

over the last seven years, 

and I greatly appreciate 

his service to Iowans,” 

remarked 
Governor 

Reynolds. “It comes as 

no surprise that he would 

choose to step down to 

prioritize his personal life. 

Adam is a devoted husband 

and father, and there is 

nothing more important to 

him than his family. Even 

as lieutenant governor, he 

has made time to coach his 

young son and daughter, 

be involved at their school, 

and participate together 

in church activities. This 

most certainly is the right 

decision for Adam, and I 

wish him, Cari and their 

children only the best.”

“I want to thank Lieutenant 

Governor Adam Gregg 

for his years of service to 

the people of Iowa. He 

was always capable of 

seeing past disagreements 

to focus on places to work 

together,” State Auditor 

Rob Sand said. 

“Lieutenant Governor 

Adam Gregg is the epitome 

of what it means to be a 

leader. He is a leader for 

his family, a leader in 

his faith, and a leader for 

our state. I have nothing 

but admiration for the 

incredible work Adam has 

done to move our state 

forward and his decision to 

focus on his family at this 

time. I am grateful to have 

served Iowans alongside 

my friend Adam, and I 

have no doubt that he will 

continue to impact the 

lives of many in his future 

endeavors,” Attorney 

General Brenna Bird said. 

Under Iowa Code, 

the governor makes an 

appointment to fill a 

vacancy in the office of the 

lieutenant governor, and 

the appointee serves for the 

balance of the unexpired 

term. Until Gov. Reynolds 

makes an appointment later 

this fall, the president of the 

Senate will be next in line 

of succession.

The Senate President is 

Amy Sinclair. The Express 

reached out to Sinclair for 

comment, but she was not 

ready to make a statement. 

Turning the page, Gregg 

commented in an IBA 

release, “I am excited to 

join the dynamic team at 

the IBA as President and 

CEO.” 

By Steve Woodhouse

During his Capitol Hill 

Report on Tuesday, Sen. 

Chuck Grassley responded 

to a question about 

preserving Americans’ 

Constitutional Rights 

by suggesting more 

specific language in future 

legislation. 

“I think the Supreme 

Court is going to make it 

easier for the Constitution 

to be followed by a recent 

decision that they made 

reversing what’s called the 

‘Chevron ruling,’”

In that case, Chevron 

U.S.A. filed suit against the 

Natural Resources Defense 

Council. In the initial 

ruling, lower courts found 

that they should interpret 

rules established by 

governmental department 

as law – instead of applying 

the court’s discretion in 

interpreting laws as written. 

“Basically the court said 

our job is to interpret the 

law, so we’re not going to 

accept executive written 

legislation by the executive 

branch to fill in the details 

through regulation,” 

Grassley said. “I think this 

is going to bring back to the 

Congress being explicit in 

how you write legislation 

and not delegate so much 

regulation writing to the 

executive branch.” 

The question was asked 

in response to Vice 

President Kamala Harris 

recently commenting about 

social media’s role in the 

exchange of information. 

“The same rule has to 

apply which is that there 

has to be a responsibility 

that is placed on these social 

media sites to understand 

their power,” Harris said. 

“They are directly speaking 

to millions and millions of 

people without any level of 

oversight or regulation and 

that has to stop.” 

Concern about the future 

of the First Amendment 

was further fueled by 

the revelation from Meta 

Founder (Facebook) Mark 

Zuckerberg, in which he 

confirmed that federal 

officials asked him to 

suppress posts regarding 

Hunter Biden’s laptop 

disclosures - that revealed 

corruption within the 

current President’s family 

– during the 2020 election. 

Zuckerberg’s Facebook 

also suppressed information 

regarding COVID-19. In 

the letter Zuckerberg wrote, 

he indicated it was the FBI 

who asked him to do this. 

As a reminder, the 

First Amendment reads, 

“Congress shall make 

no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, 

or prohibiting the free 

exercise thereof; or 

abridging the freedom of 

speech, or of the press; 

or the right of the people 

peaceably to assemble, and 

to petition the Government 

for a redress of grievances.” 

Sen. Chuck Grassley (public domain photo, wikimedia 

commons)

Community Center has raised $1.3M

The Friends of the 

Community Center in 

Pella has raised $1.3 

million for the building’s 

renovation 
project. 

Pati Van Zante of the 

organization announced 

at Tuesday’s city council 

meeting that the Vermeer 

Charitable Foundation had 

pledged $500,000 to the 

cause. 
An Open House and 

mural dedication are 

scheduled for Saturday, 

Sept. 14, from 10 a.m.-

noon, with a brief program 

at 10:30 for the Heart of 

Pella campaign. 

The city council also 

appeared to support the 

expenditure of $60,000 to 

remove old ceiling tiles 

and the glue from the 

Heritage Gym. The glue 

is asbestos-based, and 

the tiles have been falling 

down. 
With the potential harm 

from the ceiling, the 

door to the gym has been 

closed. Humidity has 

wreaked havoc on the gym 

floor, causing warps. The 

Friends sought the money 

to remove and abate the 

asbestos. This will allow 

the doors to be kept open 

to try to avoid further 

damage to the floor. The 

Friends hope to save it. 
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Artificial Intelligence will 

affect the legal system
By Steve Woodhouse

Artificial Intelligence, 

better known as AI, has 

its positive and negative 

aspects regarding use 

in the legal system. It’s 

already here and already 

having an impact. 
Marion County Attorney 

Jared Harmon shared that 

AI has been utilized by 

Westlaw, a service his 

office employs to help 

research cases and statutes. 

Lawyers can also submit a 

brief and have it reviewed 

by AI to check accuracy, 

grammar, etc. 
“They would send it back 

and say, ‘Okay, here’s the 

cases you’re missing,’ or 

‘You might want to look 

at these cases,’” Harmon 

said. AI can also detect 

false case citations, for 

either side that wants to 

review opposing counsel’s 

documents. 
“I could take their brief, 

send it in, and it would be 

reviewed, and it would get 

back, kick back and say, 

‘Well, here’s the cases you 

need to look at, or ‘Here’s 

the mistakes they’re 

making,’ or whatever. It 

kind of started like that, 

and it’s really starting to 

gain some momentum.”

Some attorneys are using 

AI services like Chat 

GPT to write entire legal 

documents. Harmon’s 

office uses it in limited 

capacity. 
“I feel it’s important 

that our attorneys be 

comfortable with it, to 

understand it,” Harmon 

said. “We obviously don’t 

use it to draft our legal 

documents or anything 

like that…but I did want 

the attorneys to familiarize 

themselves with it.”

Anyone who writes may 

question whether one 

is expressing oneself in 

the right way. Running 

something through AI 

can provide a draft with 

suggestions to improve the 

writing. 
“That’s some of the good 

things that are happening,” 

Harmon said. “But you 

know, there’s some bad 

too.” 
For instance, one can 

become too dependent on 

AI. AI is required to give 

a user an answer, but as it 

pulls its information from 

the Internet, there is no 

guarantee that the correct 

answer will be provided. 

“Even if that answer isn’t 

right, it will still give it to 

you,” Harmon said. “You 

have to be really careful 

relying on anything that it 

does.” 
Prosecutors also rely on 

evidence such as audio 

recordings and video 

recordings to convince 

juries of a suspect’s guilt. 

As AI-generated media 

becomes more prevalent, 

authenticity of any 

evidence may be called 

into question. 
“We get the security 

footage from there, and 

we present it, and it shows 

what happened, and that’s 

what we show a jury or a 

judge, and that’s the way 

that things have worked,” 

Harmon said, using a 

fight in a parking lot as 

an example. “Now people 

are becoming more and 

more skeptical about what 

they’re seeing. As far as 

videos go, you know, it’s 

very easy now to mimic 

somebody’s voice, as long 

as there are samples of 

somebody’s voice on the 

Internet.
“It’s becoming a lot 

easier to fake videos, and 

that’s my biggest concern 

moving forward, is, the 

public sort of losing trust 

in what they’re seeing in 

recordings. And then, if 

you take it even a step 

further, which I think 

will happen - if it’s not 

happening already – is 

people who are accused of 

crimes creating fakes.” 

Juries are instructed to 

convict someone if there 

is evidence beyond a 

reasonable doubt about 

the defendant’s guilt. 

Harmon says reasonable 

doubt is already a difficult 

burden to achieve, and 

more time will likely be 

necessary for attorneys to 

lay the foundation for the 

authenticity of evidence 

presented. 
“There are going to be 

situations where somebody 

might make a fake video, 

or somebody might edit a 

video or a recording, and 

that’s the type of thing that 

concerns me,” Harmon 

said. “If that gets presented 

in court, it’s going to be a 

lot more difficult to prove 

cases and prove the truth in 

the courtroom.”
Harmon serves on the 

Iowa Association of County 

Attorneys’ legislative and 

best practices committees. 

He has tried to raise his 

concerns about AI and 

seek ways to combat fake 

evidence so when it is 

presented, prosecutors are 

ready. 
“It’s probably going to 

take extra time to verify 

stuff that’s real,” Harmon 

said. “That’s why I’ve 

been asking for the people 

who put on our trainings 

to incorporate that in our 

training so we can spread 

the information around and 

know what to look for.” 

With scammers having 

the ability to use AI to 

mimic someone’s voice, 

there is a greater risk 

for the most vulnerable. 

For years, crooks have 

called unsuspecting 

grandparents to claim 

they were grandchildren 

in need of money for bail 

or another emergency. AI 

now makes it easier to pull 

off this scam when a target 

recognizes the voice of a 

loved one. 
“Constantly we’re 

fighting scams like that,” 

Harmon said. “They’re not 

all related to AI, but people 

are going to continue to 

exploit what they can, and 

AI is going to do nothing 

but help them facilitate 

those scams on people. By 

no means is it limited to 

elderly. It can be anybody.” 

Harmon added that it’s 

important to verify when, 

anytime somebody is 

asking you for money 

over the phone, to ask 

for verification or contact 

someone else to verify that 

the money is going to the 

right place. 
“Especially if somebody 

is being pushy and 

trying to get you to do 

something immediately, 

that’s definitely a sign of 

somebody trying to run a 

scam.”
AI will also impact civil 

law. There will likely come 

a time when people use AI 

to create wills and other 

legal documents without 

the need for an attorney. 

“We recently had just 

an hour training on 

it,” Harmon said. “The 

message to us was, there 

are going to be those who 

understand it and use it, 

and then there’s going to 

be those who don’t, and 

those who don’t are going 

to have a hard time.”

Regan Roberts and Kaisen Wilder plan to do their part to lead the Knoxville 

Panthers to victory in their first game at Randy Wilson Track tonight. Varsity is set 

to kickoff at 7:30 p.m. (photo by Steve Woodhouse)

No extra County money for Pella library

By Steve Woodhouse

The Marion County Board 

of Supervisors voted to deny 

a request for an additional 

$8,400 in funds for the Pella 

Public Library at Tuesday’s 

regular meeting. 
Months ago, the library 

announced that it would 

limit access to digital 

services to rural patrons due 

to the costs. Marion County 

has already paid the library 

$40,000 this fiscal year – 

above and beyond what is 

statutorily required. Pella 

estimates that the actual 

costs to provide services to 

rural patrons this fiscal year 

will be $221,836 (based on 

circulation). 
The digital service likely 

to be denied to rural patrons 

going forward is Hoopla, 

which provides movies, 

music and e-books. Pella 

will pay $34,828 for Hoopla 

this fiscal year, compared 

to other digital services 

Kanopy ($998) and Bridges 

($4,689). 
Supervisor Steve 

McCombs wondered if 

the County provides more 

funds for one service, it 

might lead to more expenses 

as the library adds more 

services. Supervisor Mark 

Raymie believes rural 

residents should receive 

credit for their contributions 

to economic development in 

Pella through their County 

tax dollars. 
“If you ask me, right now, 

we’re covering Hoopla,” 

Supervisor Kisha Jahner 

said. 
“It’s been a challenge to 

adequately fund the library,” 

Pella City Administrator 

Mike Nardini told the board. 

Other libraries are looking 

at the possibility of asking 

more from their counties, he 

added. No other libraries in 

Marion County have taken 

similar action to Pella’s. 

Operating costs for the 

library since 2021-22 have 

been consistent, while 

personnel costs have 

increased from $548,558 in 

21-22 to $654,051 budgeted 

for this fiscal year. The 

City of Pella’s funding for 

the library this fiscal year 

is $1,002,364. That’s an 

increase of over $300,000 

since 21-22. Marion County 

will provide $85,000 total 

to the libraries in the county 

this fiscal year. 

Pleasantville council gives deadline
The developer behind 

the Adkins Project in 

Pleasantville is reportedly 

behind on expected 

payments to the City of 

Pleasantville. A payment of 

$300,000 to the City is past 

due. 
A development agreement 

is already in place and the 

City has spent a great deal 

of money on infrastructure 

to accommodate the 

planned commercial/

residential project. 
A deadline of Sept. 1 is in 

place, but as of our deadline 

on Aug. 28, the payment 

had not been received. 

City Attorney Bob 

Stuyvesant was unsure of 

what course of action the 

city council will want to 

take if the obligation is not 

met by the deadline. 

Local Trooper promoted to 

District Commander
The Iowa State Patrol’s 

District Two is one of the 

largest in the state.  While 

some districts only have 

six counties, the one that 

we live in has eleven.  Not 

only does it contain Marion 

County and part of the 

metro, but it also stretches 

to the Missouri border.  It 

takes a lot of state troopers 

to cover a territory that 

large. 
So, who oversees 

them?  Fortunately for 

us, it’s a man that’s our 

neighbor.  Iowa State Patrol 

Lieutenant Wade Major has 

already worked and lived 

here for a long time.  “It’s 

been a great place to be 

assigned, and I’m planning 

to stay here,” said Major.

When he was first hired by 

the patrol, like many young 

troopers, he was stationed 

at the capitol complex in 

Des Moines.  After nearly 

two years there, he was 

transferred to Marion 

County.  He, his wife, and 

four sons have been here 

ever since.  During that 

time, Wade became known 

to local law enforcement 

as an expert in drunk and 

impaired driving laws.  

Later, he was promoted to 

Sergeant.
This month, he was 

promoted a second time.  

He admits that the words 

‘Trooper Major, Sergeant 

Major, and now Lieutenant 

Major’ have occasionally 

been confusing to 

some.  “Sergeant Major 

required some explaining 

sometimes, particularly to 

people that had a military 

background.” Wade 

explained, “Occasionally, 

I’d have to tell people that 

‘Major’ is not a part of my 

rank, It’s just my name.”

Lieutenant Major isn’t 

planning any immediate 

changes in the way district 

two is running. 
“Like all first responders, 

our troopers have a 

thankless job sometimes.  

All in all though, our 

troopers do really great 

work down here.”  He 

stated. “If I can help them 

to keep doing that great 

work, then I’ll be happy.”

Jared Harmon

Fall Sports Preview
Be sure to check out 

Pella Fiber and our 

Facebook page for a 

link to our fall sports 

preview! A link to the 

video should be posted 

today (Aug. 23). Thanks 

again to everyone for 

your continued support!

Lieutenant Wade Major
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Farmers expecting a strong yield

By Steve WoodhouseWith the harvest nearing, 
prospects of a strong yield 
for corn and soybeans 
remain. “The corn crop should 

be good,” Twin Cedars 
Bank Vice President Jacob 
Crozier said. The weather 
has been great for growing 
season. There have also 
been farmers in and 
around Marion County 
growing hay. Prices have trended 

downward, because of 
the expected harvest. 
Farmland prices remain 
strong, but it always 
depends on the quality of 
the dirt. Location is also 
key, as Marion County 
Bank’s Ag Lender Robert 
Poppe says costs of land 
near Pella would be 
more expensive. A key to 
getting a good price for 
farmland is for the land 
to be less hilly. There is 
not a lot of land moving 
in the southern part of the 

county, Crozier says. Farmers around the 
county are looking at 
the prices of inputs for 
next year’s crops at this 
time. Many factors out 
of a farmer’s, or even a 
vendor’s, control have 
kept the prices up. Both Crozier and Poppe 

say that any farmer needs 
a strong plan before going 
into the 2025 growing 
season. Farmers are 
encouraged to stay the 
course and stick to their 
plans.
“The best marketing 

plan would be to have a 
marketing plan, period,” 
Poppe said. He encourages 
farmers, when selling their 
grain, to “get it sold and 
get it sold early.” Uncertainty is a staple 

of agriculture. John 
Deere recently announced 
several layoffs. Locally, 
Crozier and Poppe have 
seen farmers purchase 
new technology to fit into 

old equipment instead 
of buying brand new 
machinery. “New technology is 

being embraced more than 
new equipment,” Crozier 
said. The older equipment 
is easier to maintain. 
Most farmers feel more 
comfortable working on 
the mechanics of older 
machines than the new 
ones. 
“Not many farmers can 

afford brand new, right 
off the show room floor,” 
Poppe said. Though the 
technology and data are 
important to farmers, it 
increases costs – especially 
when the technology is 
built into a new machine. Cattle and livestock 

prices also remain strong. 
Poppe warns that market 
could eventually tank. 
Farmers and consumers 
should remain vigilant 
when keeping an eye on 
the ag economy. 

Mother trying to raise 
awareness of Kratom’s risks
By Steve Woodhouse“My son was a good man,” 

Misti Mikesell said as she 
holds back tears. She often 
thinks about how Nathan 
Dominic Roose – known 
as Dom – had his struggles 
with alcoholism and how 
he overcame them. Born in Pella, Dom is 

described as a hard-working 
man who had his first job 
at age 16. At one point, he 
held three different jobs to 
support his family. Dom was proud to be a 

“mama’s boy,” Misti said. 
“Everybody loved him,” 
she said. “He was definitely 
the kind of boy a mom 
would be proud of.” Dom overcame his 

drinking problem by going 
through rehab. He made a 
second trip to rehab to try to 
overcome a new addiction 
to Kratom, or Mitragyna 
speciosa.Dom lost that battle on 

Dec. 7, 2023. The official 
cause of his death was 
mytragenine toxicity. “I don’t want somebody 

else’s kid to die this way,” 
Misti said. Kratom originates from 

Southeast Asia. Most 
commonly used to relieve 
pain, depression and opioid 
addiction, its most active 

compounds mitragynine 
and 7-hydroxymitragynine 
work on opioid receptors 
with fewer side effects. However, it is unknown 

what dosage level of 
Kratom can be fatal. 
Currently, the drug, which 
was imported to America 
to a California company 
called Nine to Five of Cali, 
has made its way across the 
country.Dom’s story is not unique 

– to the point Eli Cohen 
of the Wetherington Law 
Firm of Atlanta, Ga., 
is representing several 
clients in different states 
to find justice for losses 
attributed to Kratom. Misti 
did an extensive search 
for representation before 
finding Cohen. “The goal is always 

justice,” Cohen told 
the Express. He wants 
the companies who 
manufacture Kratom to 
make it safer, and for the 
product to be pulled off 
store shelves until proper 
studies can be done to try to 
prevent future tragedies. Manufacturers may 

possibly be aware of 
side effects, as a package 
of Kratom sold in 
Knoxville reads, “Neither 
the manufacturer and 

distributor of this product 
is liable for misuse or 
misrepresentation of this 
product.” The product is 
“only for use as a botanical 
specimen.” Overdosing on Kratom 

is underreported, Cohen 
says. In 2022, there were 
13 deaths attributed to the 
detection of mitragynine. 
There was no such category 
in 2020, and figures 
from 2022 are the latest 
available. The Food and Drug 

Administration pulled its 
“Proposed Collection; 
Comment Request: Risk/
Safety Considerations and 
Motivations for Purchase 
and Use of Kratom and 
Psychedelics Alone and in 
Combination with Other 
Substances” on Aug. 2. The 
FDA states on its website 
that Kratom’s components 
are not currently sanctioned 
to be used in any legal 
medications, nor as a 
dietary supplement. Kratom is marketed as 

a tea or an energy boost. 
A package the Express 
obtained specifically says 
it contains powdered 
mitragyna speciosa and 
that its statements have not 
been evaluated by the FDA. 
Misti observed what 

Kratom can do to one’s 
body, as Dom was 6’4” 
and was “always chunky”. 
Around the time of his 
death, he weighed much 
less. 
Kratom has its defenders. 

The American Kratom 
Association celebrated 
the FDA’s decision to pull 
its comment period. In 
the same article, the AKA 
writes, “The FDA explained 
that it withdrew the study 
because ‘circumstances 
occurred necessitating 
changes to the scope of the 
study.’”
“The FDA’s few anti-

kratom staff are repeatedly 
undermining the Agency’s 
credibility on harm 
reduction strategies,” Mac 
Haddow, Senior Fellow 
on Public Policy with the 
AKA, is quoted as saying 
in the article. “The National Knoxville continues to advance 

developments
The Knoxville City 

Council approved a 
development agreement 
with Villas on Bell at 
Monday’s regular meeting. 
As reported, with this 
project Kading Properties 
plans to construct several 
more homes near its 
current development on 
Bell Avenue. The developer 
intends to install $3.75 
million in infrastructure 
improvements 

to 
accommodate the new 
homes – for which they will 
be reimbursed. In other council action, 

a site plan for Leighton 
State Bank that includes 
a new 3,750 square foot 
bank building with drive-
up lanes at 209 S. Lincoln 
Street was approved. The 
subject property is 48,482 
square feet in area (1.11 

acres) with approximately 
345 feet of frontage directly 
on N. Lincoln Street. 
The plan was approved 
contingent upon accepting 
recommendations made by 
the Planning and Zoning 
Commission. Another plat was approved 

for the Knoxville Veterans 
District, Phase 3. This “will 
create a 3.18 AC lot (Lot 
1) intended for commercial 
development with HWY 
14/Lincoln Street frontage 
(see attached location map). 
The land is currently a 
ballfield owned by the City 
of Knoxville and located 
within Young’s Park. The 
City of Knoxville is the 
applicant for this request,” 
council documentation 
reads.
According to a letter 

submitted to the council, 

Young’s Park was included 
in the VA Master Plan 
and more recently in the 
Veterans District Concept 
Plan, the latter of which was 
reviewed by the Planning 
& Zoning Commission 
and approved by City 
Council on April 15. Both 
the Master Plan and the 
now official Concept 
Plan propose that the 
subject land be developed 
commercially.The City is required to get 

approval from the National 
Parks Service to move 
the field to another part 
of the former VA campus. 
Knoxville is looking to 
Highway 14 due to the lack 
of other land considered 
by the private sector to be 
suitable for commercial 
development. 

Little Dutch Academy holds Open House
The Little Dutch Academy 

at the Viersen Early 
Learning Center held an 
Open House Tuesday night. 
Students, families and the 

public were able to tour 
the new, fully-assembled 
facility. Children in 
attendance seemed to 
especially enjoy the new 
play wall and the outdoor 
playground equipment. Everyone was greeted 

with a sleek publication 
explaining what the 
LDA offers, as well 
as background on the 
building’s namesake, Lillie 
Viersen. Viersen served 
as a teacher for Pella 
Community Schools from 
1857-1928. She passed 
away on April 10, 1947, at 
the age of 90. Following the tours 

a program was held to 
celebrate the new facility. 
Superintendent Greg 
Ebeling opened the program 
by thanking everyone 
for their support of the 
project – all the way back 
to those who advocated for 
the bond issue that made 

construction possible. “Let’s give the community 
a hand for supporting 
education the way they 
do in Pella,” Ebeling said 
after recalling the many 
construction and other 
projects taxpayers have 
backed over the years. Ebeling praised the staff 

of the LDA, whom he said 
were working throughout 
the summer. Every time 
he visited the building, 
someone was there 
working. “Thank you for your 

trust, encouragement 
and approval throughout 
this process,” Director 
Sarah Kuennen said. She 

reviewed the services 
which will be performed 
in the 10 classrooms inside 
the building. “There has 
been a lot to learn, and a 
lot to accomplish, but the 
people we were surrounded 
by made today possible.”Kuennen and Ebeling 

acknowledge the work that 
has already been done, but 
Kuennen stressed that the 
most important work is to 
be done when the children 
come to school in a couple 
of weeks. “We can’t wait to get 

started,” Kuennen said. The building is 32,000 
square feet in total. Its cost 
was $18,180,000. 

Continued on page 2

Misti Mikesell with her son, Dom.

City of Knoxville in strong 
financial condition

By Steve Woodhouse
According to the City 

of Knoxville’s financial 
analyst, Susanne Gerlach 
of Public Financial 
Management, it would 
take “poor decisions over 
a very long period” for the 
taxpayers’ finances to be in 
jeopardy. 
Gerlach prepared a 

document showing the 
City’s financial position, 
including revenue 
projections. Moody’s has 
given Knoxville an A1 
bond rating for its issuance 
of over $1.6 million in 
general obligation bonds 
for street improvements – 
which were also approved 
Monday night. 
The bond issuance for 

street improvements is done 
every other year. The sale 
was on Monday morning, 
with the City receiving 
three bids. The Robert 
W. Baird Syndicate was 
the winning bidder with 
an interest rate of 3.4823 
percent, with true interest 
costs of $579,993.23 over 
15 years. 
Beyond that routine sale, 

the City is in a strong 
position to finance its city 
hall/public safety complex. 
Gerlach shared that, 

with the City’s increased 
property tax base, its debt 
capacity is at $26,833,042 
for the current fiscal year 
that began on July 1. City 

taxpayers’ current debt load 
is at 34.2 percent of that. 
The complex’s estimated 

cost is $13.7 million. If 
the City utilizes $1 million 
in local option sales and 
services tax (LOSST) it 
has on hand already, and 
borrows $12.7 million to 
cover the remaining costs 
of the complex, it will 
bring the debt load to 82.4 
percent of capacity. 
Gerlach said taxpayers 

and the council should not 
be concerned about a debt 
percentage at that level, 
as Knoxville was over 80 
percent of capacity when 
the library expansion was 
done. She has worked with 
larger cities that have used 
99 percent of their debt 
capacity. 

To help minimize the 
burden on property 
taxpayers, and not raise 
the levy, the City’s bond 
issuance for the complex 
could be repaid with 
LOSST funds. If LOSST 
proceeds are dedicated to 
the complex’s bond, she 
is confident that enough 
revenue would remain to 
cover other expenses for 
which LOSST money is 
already committed. 
Knoxville’s valuation 

has doubled in eight 
years, Gerlach also told 
the council. It is currently 
at around $536 million. 
As a reminder, the City’s 
property tax levy went 
down by $2 for the next 
fiscal year. 
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Students share experiences at RYLA
By Steve Woodhouse
The Knoxville Rotary 

Club welcomed the high 
school students who 
participated in the annual 
Rotary Youth Leadership 
Awards (RYLA). This 
annual leadership 
conference helps junior and 
senior students embrace 
total learning. 
Attending this year from 

Knoxville were Janie 
Maasdam, Morgan Pitt, 
Aubri Murphy and Anna 
Rowen. Maasdam, Pitt and 
Rowen presented to the 
club at its regular meeting 
on July 31. 
“I don’t think I’ve had 

an opportunity to put my 
leadership skills tests just 
yet,” Pitt said. “But I think 
definitely in the near future 
and also the far future, I 
will definitely put them 
out there and put what I 
learned.”
For Maasdam, this was 

her second year attending. 
She served as a team leader. 
“So last year, my whole 

thing that I wanted to get 

out of RYLA was I was 
going to be a drum major 
in the fall and I was really 
concerned about leading 
such a big group of people,” 
Maasdam said. “So that’s 
definitely one of the bigger 
things I’ve gotten out of 
RYLA as being able to lead 
bigger groups and I apply 
it day to day when I’m at 
school in the house. I ended 
up using even if it’s just 
a small thing, things I’ve 
learned from my life every 
day in my life.”
“I also haven’t been able to 

really put myself out there 
yet, but I think definitely 
with school starting up I’ll 
be able to speak out more 
and definitely with work as 
well,” Rowen said. 
The three thanked the 

club for the opportunity to 
attend. Rowen and Murphy 
said the impact of their 
team leaders will continue 
to be helpful. All of them 
formed friendships that 
they intend to continue to 
maintain. 
“I think I’ve made 

longtime, like lifetime 
friends and everyone was 
so nice,” Pitt said. 
“The team is really close 

with each other just because 
we’re going through such 
a difficult week together,” 
Maasdam said. “So we’re 
each other’s support group 
throughout the week and 
also just the is really 
valuable being able to see 
my conferees grow and 
their leadership. So that 
was awesome.”
“I’d also say friendships 

and just my team in general, 
with a little time that I had. 
Everybody was just got 
super close and been able 
to share and just love each 
other. And I really take that 
to heart,” Rowen added. 
Maasdam advised, “If 

you’re a rising junior or 
sophomore, if you’re going 
to be a junior or sophomore, 
and you’re interested in 
RYLA, talk to me. It’s an 
amazing experience and 
you’ll never forget it.”

Family Legacy, Dream Realized
Emma Tatnell, from Forest Lake, Minnesota, was crowned National’s Queen. Her family history lies deep within the Knoxville race track, from 1962 to 2024, with different 
family members racing, to following in her mom’s footsteps by becoming Nationals Queen. It was her dream to become the 49th annual Knoxville Nationals Queen. 

Baker takes over as TC AD
By Steve Woodhouse
Tabatha Baker is Twin 

Cedars’ new Activities 
Director. She took over 
for Theresa Davis at the 
conclusion of the summer 
sports season. 
Baker is in her second year 

with Twin Cedars and also 
works as an English teacher. 
She likes to stay busy and 
plans to carry a full class 
load while organizing and 
scheduling events for the 

school district. 
The Sabers have new 

coaches this fall, with Mark 
Ford taking over the football 
program, Shelby Miller 
taking over volleyball and 
Stacy Klobnak leading 
cross country. 
Baker’s mentor AD 

advised her to delegate 
her duties to help ensure 
everything gets done. 
She’s already thankful 
to have Brad Hammann, 

who assists the athletic 
department in many ways. 
One of her goals as AD 

is to increase morale 
and school pride. She 
is considering ideas for 
specially-themed nights at 
games this year to bring the 
community together. 
“I’m really excited,” she 

said. “The community’s 
been supportive and very 
welcoming.” 

Special election costs nearly $15K
The Marion County 

Auditor’s Office issued 
an invoice to the 
Knoxville Community 
School District in the 
amount of $14,680.16 

for the July special 
election. The special 
election was demanded 
by a petition by school 
district patrons following 
Susan Swartzendruber’s 

r e s i g n a t i o n . 
Swartzendruber moved 
out of state months after 
being elected to the school 
board. Dylan Mick was 
elected to fill her seat.
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Dutch open season ranked #5
Pella football comes into 

the season ranked in the 
top 10, but the polls also 
include several of the teams 
on the Dutch’s schedule. 
The Dutch come into the 

season as State Runners-
up in 2024 and with 
Ben Bollard in the head 
coaching role. Bollard 
has years of coaching 
experience under his belt 
that have prepared him for 
the top job. 
Practices to this point 

have gone well, Bollard 
says. Adjustments have 
been made and the team 
feels comfortable where 
they are. One key element 
Bollard is happy about is 
that the team has around 
five linemen returning – 
which doesn’t happen very 
often for the Dutch. 
Bollard was unsure who 

would be Pella’s starting 
quarterback at the time 
of the interview, but 
target Harrison Mullens 
is back. He was leaning 
toward Griffen Simpson or 
Michael Manning. On the 

ground, Emmanuel Diers 
is expected to have impact 
once again as one of the 
best backs in Iowa. 
Austin Schulte will be 

back on defense at safety 
after recovering from an 
injury last year. Rex Rhamy, 
whom Bollard praised 
as the on-field defensive 
leader last season, will be 
in the secondary as well. 

The Dutch are accustomed 
to being undersized 
when compared to other 
opponents. Bollard has no 
worries there. 
“We feel about what we 

can do if we play well,” 
Bollard said. “We’re big 
enough, we’ll win games 
by speed and team unity. 
We’ll have to stretch the 
field.” 

Pella wins inaugural Tulip City Tussle
By Steve Woodhouse
Pella won what may be 

the biggest Class 1A girls’ 
tennis tournament held in 
Iowa to date on Saturday.
The Dutch hosted the 

inaugural Tulip City 
Tussle, which included 
games simultaneously 
being played on the courts 
at Caldwell Park, Pella 
Christian High School and 
Central College. There 
were 16 teams invited to 
participate. 
“Our girls’ tennis coaches 

put in a ton of time to make 
this successful,” Pella 
Activities Director Matt 
Fouch said. Collaboration 
among the three schools 
did not take much work 
beyond getting permission. 
“Our coaches did the 
rest in terms of brackets, 
supervision, etc.” 
Pella’s score was 114.5. 

Shenendoah placed second 
at 107.5, followed by 
Fairfield, Spencer and SBL 
to round out the top five. 
Pella Christian participated 
and placed 10th with 23 

points. 
The Dutch took second 

and third in the doubles’ 
tournament, with Abby 
Heitbrink and Addi 
Namminga taking second 
and Addison Van Wyk 
and Regan DeJong taking 
third. Ellie Smock was the 
top singles’ finisher in 16th. 
Macy Westerkamp placed 
26th. 
For the Eagles, their 

10th place included Lexi 

Branderhorst placing 25th 
and Ava Breems placing 
31st. Trinley Gibson and 
Chloe Nikkel placed 22nd 
in doubles, with Kate 
Braafhart and Elsie Breems 
placing 26th. 
The tournament drew 

many spectators to all three 
locations. 
“We look forward to 

it continuing with great 
competition from all around 
the state,” Fouch added. 

Norwalk downs Pella Christian
Pella Christian girls’ 

tennis fell to Norwalk in a 
duel on Aug. 21. The score 
was 7-4. Full results are 
below. 
#1 Ava Breems (PC) def. 

Logan Geisler, 6-0, 6-3

#2 Lexi Branderhorst fell 
to Kierdyn Stockwell, 6-0, 
7-5
#3 Trinley Gibson fell to 

Leah Black, 6-2, 6-4
#4 Chloe Nikkel def. 

Elena Harder, 6-1, 6-4

#5 Kate Braafhart fell to 
Myla Brown, 6-1, 7-5
#6 Elsa Breems fell to 

Brooke McKinney, 7-6, 6-1
Doubles
#1 Breems/Branderhorst 

fell to Geisler/Stockwell, 
7-6, 6-4
#2 Gibson/Nikkel fell to 

Black/Harder, 6-1, 6-4
#3 Braafhart/Breems def. 

Brown/Crane, 4-6, 6-4, 12-
10
#4 Nikkel/Clair Van 

Wyngarden def. McKinney/
Laine, 7-6, 6-1
#5 Reagan Rus/Morgan 

Sheredy fell to Wright/
Badger, 6-4, 6-2

Lady Dutch best North Polk 
Pella girls’ tennis defeated 

North Polk on the road 
9-2 on Aug. 20 to remain 
undefeated. Full results are 
below. 
#1 Abby Hietbrink (Pella) 

def. Harika Cakinberk, 7-5, 
6-1
#2 Addison VanWyk (P) 

def. Tessa Dillinger, 6-0, 
6-0

#3 Reagan DeJong (P) 
def. Hannah Mangae, 6-0, 
6-0
#4 Addison Namminga 

(P) def. Isabella Bauer, 6-1, 
6-0
#5 Ellie Smock (P) def. 

Ella Hill, 6-3, 6-1
#6 Macy Westerkamp (P) 

def. Brooke Sprague, 6-2, 
6-3. 

Doubles
#1 Hietbrink/Namminga 

def. Cakinberk/Megnas, 
6-0, 6-2
#2 VanWyk/DeJong def. 

Dillinger/Bauer, 6-3, 6-2
#3 Smock/Sierra Leathers 

def. Hill/Jepsen, 6-4, 6-2
#4 Westerkamp/Ella Van 

Arendonk fell to Sprague/
Crabb, 3-6, 6-4, 10-6

Dutch defeat Indianola
The Pella girls’ tennis 

team stayed on the winning 
path with a 9-2 conference 
win over Indianola on Aug. 
21. Full results are below.
#1 Abby Hietbrink (Pella) 

def. Emily Allen, 6-1, 6-0
#2 Addison VanWyk (P) 

fell to Chloe Chaplin, 1-0, 
6-3, 10-5
#3 Reagan DeJong (P) 

def. Ryan Bosser, 6-0, 6-1

#4 Addison Namminga 
(P) def. Ashley Schultz, 
6-1, 6-0
#5 Ellie Smock (P) def. 

Alana Moser, 6-2, 6-2
#6 Macy Westerkamp (P) 

def. Kendall Hibbs, 6-2, 
6-2
Doubles
#1 Hietbrink/Namminga 

def. Allen/Chaplin, 6-4, 6-4
#2 VanWyk/DeJong def. 

Blosser/McBroom, 6-0, 6-1
#3 Smock/Sierra Leathers 

fell to Schultz/Rinard, 6-0, 
6-2
#4 Westerkamp/Ella Van 

Arendonk def. Halgren/
Crosson, 6-4, 5-7, 10-5
#5 Audrey Rozenboom/

Rachel DeJong def. Moster/
Hibbs, 6-2, 6-3
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