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Two more contenders have
entered the race for lowa’s 4
Congressional District, which
is expected to be an open race
as U.S. Rep. Randy Feenstra
considers a run for governor.

Kyle Larsen, a farmer and
land appraiser, announced he
would run as a Republican for
Towa’s 4" Congressional Dis-
trict Monday. He is the latest
contender in the primary to
succeed Feenstra, joining
Iowa House Majority Leader
Matt Windschitl, who entered
the race last week, and Sioux-
land Chamber of Commerce

New candidates enter the race for Iowa’s 4th Congressional District

President Chris McGowan,
who announced his campaign
in late June.

Larsen said in a campaign
launch video he is running on
a campaign platform of “faith,
family, farm” — the issues
he said are most important
to voters in the 4™ District,
the district covering much of
northwest lowa.

“I also do appraise work
for farm families all over the
great state of lowa, where [
have listened and learned the
frustrations farm families
are facing every single day,”
Larsen said. “I am running
for Congress to put an end to
the career politicians who are

corrupting our politics.”

The Republican is an lowa
State University alumnus
who runs a pig and row crop
business in Humboldt, where
he lives with his wife and two
children. He has previous-
ly served as president of the
Humboldt County Farm Bu-
reau Board.

Larsen said he would want
to serve on the U.S. House
Agriculture Committee
and use his experience as a
third-generation farmer to
ensure that lowa farmers’
interests are represented in
Washington.

“You will see many candi-

dates come through the door
and say they love our farmers,
but they can’t come close to
understanding the stress ev-
ery family goes through put-
ting the crop in every year,”
Larsen said. “These candi-
dates will never understand
how it feels at the end of a
rough year or a drought and
you’re scrambling to pay your
bills and financially prepare
for the next season.”

Feenstra had announced
an “exploratory” committee
for governor after Gov. Kim
Reynolds said she will not
seek reelection in 2026. Feen-
stra has represented Iowa’s
4™ District since 2021, when

he won against incumbent
former U.S. Rep. Steve King
in the longtime conservative
stronghold.

While there are multiple
Republicans competing for
the seat — which is regular-
ly ranked as a “safe Republi-
can” House race by political
forecasters — there was a
period when no Democrats
were running for the position.
Democrat Ryan Melton, who
ran against Feenstra in 2022
and 2024, suspended his cam-
paign in June because of is-
sues related to his family and
career.

But last week, a new Dem-
ocratic contender entered the

race. Ashley WolfTornabane,
a Democrat from Storm Lake,
announced her campaign
earlier in July. On her page
on the donation site ActBlue,
WolfTornabane, said if elect-
ed, she would work on issues
like funding education, advo-
cating for LGBTQ+ individ-
uals and people from other
marginalized populations and
creating a “feasible pathway
to citizenship for our immi-
grant neighbors.”

WolfTornabane, a stay-at-
home mother, also said she
supports raising the mini-
mum wage and a “health care
for all” system.

Hunters in 2024 saw lowa’s second-highest pheasant harvest since 2007

By: Cami Koons - July 11, 2025
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Pheasant harvests in 2024

were slightly down from the

previous year, but still one of

the highest seasons in nearly

two decades. (Image courtesy

of U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice)
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Pheasant hunters in lowa
saw high-bag years in both
2023 and 2024.

Harvest data for the fall
season released by the lowa
Department of Natural Re-

sources shows an estimated
460,000 roosters were bageed

in the 2024 season, making it
the second-best pheasant sea-
son in nearly two decades.

The 2024 season had lower
figures than 2023, when hunt-
ers logged 590,000 harvested
roosters. But DNR said this
was expected, as the August
2024 population surveys of
the birds showed a 14% de-
cline in populations com-
pared to 2023.

Todd Bogenschutz, up-
land wildlife biologist with

DNR, said there were more
than 77,400 hunters chasing
pheasants in 2024, which was
fewer than the 83,600 hunters
in 2023.

Of the other pheasant-hunt-
ing states, only South Da-
kota had higher 2024 bags
and hunters with 1.3 million
roosters harvested by about
140,200 hunters.

Historic records of lowa
pheasant seasons show sim-
ilarly high hunting years as
recent as 1995. Populations
have declined since then due
to “catastrophic” weather
years from 2007-2011 and
fewer acres enrolled in the
Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram, which provides needed
habitat for the birds.

According to 2024 data
from the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, which oversees
the CRP program, 1.67 mil-
lion acres were enrolled in the

program that pays farmers to
convert marginal cropland to
grasslands.

That means there’s less
pheasant habitat today than
in 1995, when over 2 million
acres were enrolled in CRP
and hunters bagged more than
1.4 million roosters. But it’s
better than some years in lo-
wa’s 100-year pheasant hunt-
ing history.

Squirrel, rabbit harvest in-
creases

The department also shared
figures for other small game
in 2024. Quail hunters har-
vested 27,500 birds, which
was 2,700 fewer than 2023.
Rabbit harvests in 2024 in-
creased by 13% from 2023,
with an estimated 77,000 har-
vested. Squirrel hunting also
increased in 2024 and hunters
bagged more than 124,300,
which was 32% higher than
2023 figures.

Like the other bird hunting
categories, mourning dove
harvests were also down
slightly from 2023 harvests,
with an estimated 143,000
doves bagged.

In August, DNR staff will
drive down thousands of
miles of gravel roads at dawn
to count female pheasants,
or hens, as they move their
broods out of the dew to dry
off. These figures will give
the department an idea of
pheasant populations going
into the 2025 pheasant sea-
son, which kicks off Oct. 18
for youth hunters.

“Overall we had a real-
ly good fall and are looking
forward to this year’s August
roadside survey to see where
the bird numbers are ahead
of the 2025 season,” Bogen-
schutz said in a statement.

The roadside survey results
are typically released to the

public in September, but ear-
ly predictors show pheasant
populations might benefit
from the state’s “fourth least
snowy” winter in 138 years,
according to DNR.

The department reported
in June there were sightings
of early nesting in regions
around the state, which usu-
ally means there will be a
higher numbers of pheasant
chicks.

Bogenschutz said early
nesting, combined with fa-
vorable weather predictions,
could mean higher pheasant
populations and therefore
hunting abilities for the 2025
season.

DNR and Iowa Pheasants
Forever created a “hard card”
hunting and fishing license
with a pheasant print for hunt-
ers to celebrate the 2025, cen-
tennial season of the sport.

Upcoming learning opportunity for Iowa schools to focus on high-quality mathematics instruction

Tuesday, July 8, 2025

Iowa schools can now reg-
ister to attend an upcoming
professional learning oppor-
tunity focused on the goals of
House File 784, which priori-
tizes high-quality instruction
in early numeracy.

The Build Math Minds
— The Flexibility Formu-
la learning series supports
teachers in helping all stu-

Wednesday, July 9, 2025

Teachlowa is back! Effec-
tive July 1, all Iowa school
districts, public charter
schools and Area Education
Agencies must return to the
Teachlowa platform for open
job postings. Schools and
AEAs are no longer required
to use the lowaWORKS sys-
tem.

Through Teachlowa,

dents develop a strong foun-
dation in number sense.
Developed by nationally rec-
ognized mathematics educa-
tor Christina Tondevold, the
series focuses on strengthen-
ing mathematics instruction
by building fluency and deep-
ening conceptual understand-
ing among educators.

“Through Build Math
Minds, we can support lowa
teachers with opportunities

schools and AEAs can re-
cruit high-quality candidates
through a nationally acces-
sible job board that special-
ly promotes teaching and
school-related positions. Em-
ployers can easily access and
organize a pool of potential
candidate resumes and appli-
cant information through the
Teachlowa platform. Addi-
tionally, applicants can filter
their job search based on lo-

to learn evidence-based prac-
tices for high-quality math-
ematics instruction,” said
April Pforts, mathematics
education program consul-
tant for the lowa Department
of Education. “These learn-
ing opportunities will assist
teachers in the classroom as
they help students strength-
en their skills in mathematics
and open doors to new learn-
ing possibilities.”

The Build Math Minds pro-
fessional development series
will provide opportunities for
both online synchronous and
on-demand asynchronous
learning sessions. Designed
to support lowa K-6 educa-
tors, the sessions will feature
research-based strategies that
build number sense, fluency
and conceptual understand-
ing for students.

Registration for the Build

Welcome back, Teachlowa!

cation, endorsement/authori-
zation levels and grade levels,
among others.

“As a result of feedback
from schools across the state,
Teachlowa is back as Iowa’s
official platform for educa-
tion job posts,” said Stephanie
Langstraat, education pro-
gram consultant at the Towa
Department of Education.
“Teachlowa provides oppor-
tunities for schools and AEAs

to maximize their recruitment
efforts and find highly quali-
fied candidates from across
the country.”

All schools and AEAs must
be registered in Teachlowa
to access the system and job
board. Any district or AEA
that does not have an account
can register now. It may take
up to 7-10 days to activate the
registration.

Math Minds learning op-
portunity is now open for
Towa school districts. School
districts must designate one
point-of-contact to complete
the registration for their dis-
trict’s participation.

This learning opportunity
is a part of the state’s compre-
hensive approach to ensuring
that all Iowa students develop
strong mathematics founda-
tions. Additional information

Iowa Code 84A.6 establish-
es Teachlowa as the central-
ized job posting platform for
education in lowa. Teachlo-
wa is sponsored by the lowa
Department of Education
and administered by Power-
School, a contracted vendor.
Schools and AEAs do not
need to be individually con-
tracted with PowerSchool to
use the Teachlowa platform
and job recruitment resourc-

on the Build Math Minds
professional development op-
portunity, including session
dates, will be released at a lat-
er date. .

To learn more about math
initiatives in Iowa, visit the
Department’s webpage on
mathematics instruction.
Questions regarding the up-
coming learning sessions can
be directed to April Pforts at
april.pforts@iowa.gov

€s.

Additional information on
Teachlowa can be found on
the Department’s Education
Jobs webpage.

Specific questions regard-
ing the Teachlowa job post-
ing platform can be directed
to Stephanie Langstraat at
stephanie.langstraat@iowa.
gov.

Notice of Intent to Fill Vacancy for the Office of Webster County Recorder by Appointment

(Fort Dodge, lowa, July 14,
2025) — The Board of Supervi-
sors of Webster County, lowa,
hereby give notice pursuant to
Towa Code Section §69.14A of
its intent to fill a vacancy for
the office of Webster Coun-
ty Recorder by appointment.
The appointment shall be for
the period of time from date
of appointment to Decem-
ber 31, 2026, unless a special

Miscellaneous

Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-855-954-
5087 today to schedule a free
quote. It’s not just a generator.
It’s a power move.

election is called as provided
in Iowa Code Section 69.14A.
The Webster County Board
of Supervisors will meet to
appoint the County Recorder
position at 10:00 AM on Tues-
day, July 29, 2025.

Applicants should submit
a cover letter & resume to
the Webster County Audi-
tor’s office by email at audi-

Miscellaneous

Does your basement or
crawl space need some at-
tention? Call Thrasher Foun-
dation Repair! A permanent
solution for waterproofing,
failing foundations, sink-
ing concrete and nasty crawl
spaces. FREE Inspection &
Same Day Estimate. $250
off ANY project with code
GET250. Call 1-866-554-1730

esterson Realty Inc.
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SALES ASSOCIATE
Office (515)955-7714®
(515)955-7719®
Cell (515)351-8490 ®
| email: kathystacyjondle@yahoo.com
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KATHY JONDLE

tor@webstercountyia.gov,
by mail at 701 Central Ave-
nue, Fort Dodge, IA 50501,
by applying online through
the Webster County appli-
cation website at https://
www.governmentjobs.com/
careers/webstercountyia/
jobs/5006078/webster-coun-
ty-recorder, or by dropping
them off in the Auditor’s Of-
fice on the second floor of the

Miscellaneous

Safe Step. North America’s
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation and
service. Now featuring our
FREE shower package and
$1600 Off for a limited time!
Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-
376-4154

Webster County Courthouse.
The deadline to submit the re-
quired paperwork is 4:00PM
on Friday, July 25, 2025.

You are further notified that
the electors of Webster Coun-
ty have the right to file a peti-
tion requiring the vacancy be
filled by special election. Said
petition must be filed with
the County Auditor within

14 days after the first publi-
cation (July 14) of this notice
or within 14 days after the ap-
pointment is made, and said
petition shall contain signa-
tures of eligible electors of the
county equal in number to at
least ten percent of the votes
cast in Webster County for
the office of President of the
United States in the Novem-
ber 2024 election.

For further details, see lowa
Code Section §69.14A and
§331.306 or contact the Au-
ditor’s office at 515.573.7175.
Dated this 14" day of July
2025.

Niki Conrad, Chair of the
Webster County Board of Su-
pervisors

Jennifer Pudenz
ARNP

Are you due for your annual wellness check?
Feeling under the weather?
Call today, appointments are available.

We offer general primary care including, but not limited to:
* Physicals « Preventative screenings
* Women'’s health « Pediatric services

+ Chronic disease management and more

Call 515-547-2974 to schedule an appointment

Mon., Tue., Thur., Fri., 8 am - 5 pm ¢ Visit us online at chcfd.com

Community
i Health Center
of Dayton

Edward Jones

Brennan Fehr
Financial Advisor

Member SIPC

brennan.fehr@edwardjones.com
edwardjones.com/brennan-fehr

Finding A Better Way

e

AgriSolutions, LLC.

445 F Avenue Ogden, |A 50212

muenchagrisolutions.com

Since knowing is so important,
we joined other newspapers in

lowa and publish our public
notices online.




