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(@Todd-Weber-55).

Subscribe!

Earlham Fire Chief Shawn Boyle accepts a check for $1,000 from Pastor Bob 
Waldron of the Earlham Presbyterian Church last week. The money was raised by 
the church's craft group, God's Girls. The group gets together year round to make 

crafts, then they sell the items at various events. (Photo by Todd Weber.)

...and a big check!
On July 22, Dr. Allen 

Shriver, Director of Well-
ness and Nutrition Policy 
at the Harkin Institute host-
ed a webinar titled “Toxic 
Ties: What’s in our Wa-
ter?” As part of the 2025 
Watershed Talks, the focus 
of his presentation was the 
status of Iowa’s water qual-
ity. He highlighted the up-
coming public release of a 
water quality report from 
a study commissioned by 
Polk Coun-
ty Board of 
Supervisors: 
“one of the 
most compre-
hensive water 
quality stud-
ies ever con-
ducted of the 
Des Moines 
and Raccoon 
Rivers, ti-
tled Currents 
of Change. 
During the 
webinar Dr. 
Shriver also 
shared the genesis of the 
Harkin Institute’s increasing 
focus on industrial agricul-
ture’s impact upon public 
health and the environment.  

As background he noted 
that after some early non-
starters and negotiations, 
the newly established Insti-
tute chose to seek a home 

with Drake University rath-
er than continue the initial 
eff ort to be housed by Iowa 

State. By choosing a pri-
vate university rather than 
a regents institution, the 
Harkin Institute would have 
more freedom from political 
pressure exerted by power-
ful special interest groups’ 
constraints, all seeking to 
gloss over or omit uncom-
fortable results from go-

ing public. Such constraint 
would compromise a core 
value: “The Harkin Institute 
was founded on the premise 
that good public policy is 
best achieved when policy-
makers have access to high 
quality information, politi-
cal processes are open and 
well-understood and citi-
zens are informed and active 
participants.”

Aware and alarmed by 
Iowa’s number two posi-

tion with the 
highest cancer 
rate in the na-
tion, the Har-
kin Institute, in 
collaboration 
with a number 
of agencies 
and entities, is 
conducting a 
scientifi c re-
view about any 
correlations be-
tween cancer 
incidences and 
three ag prac-
tices: pesticide 

use, water-borne nitrate 
levels, and PFAS contami-
nation. Complementing the 
scientifi c review is the pub-
lic outreach currently under-
way.  The Institute is doing 
listening sessions in 15 dif-
ferent sites across the state 
to collect stories of lived 
cancer experience. An early 
outcome is that the public 
hungers for a venue where 
their stories can be heard.

After the recent release 
of Currents of Change to 
the Polk County Board of 
Supervisors, an unsurpris-
ing result was pushback by 
entities who wanted the re-
sults to be muted or just not 
publicly presented. Noting 
pressure to water down the 
information, the Harkin In-
stitute volunteered to host 
an offi  cial public release at 
Drake University on August 
4. Dr. Shriver noted that cur-
rent registrations for the free 
event indicate the same hun-
ger as the listening sessions 
mentioned above. He also 
indicated that a large turn-
out on the 4th would send a 
strong message to decision 
makers about how interest-
ed and concerned the public 
is about our water quality.  

“Our Water Our Future: 
A Look at the Central Iowa 
Water Quality” report is 
available at  www.polkcoun-
tyiowa.gov/public-works/
water-resources/polk-coun-
ty-water-quality-initiatives/.

“Iowa's water quality 
has been signifi cantly im-
paired by both urban and 
rural activities. The famil-
iar sights of pavement-fi lled 
cities and acres of corn and 
soybean fi elds are far diff er-
ent from the native prairies 
that once dominated Iowa. 
Historical alterations to Io-
wa's landscape, along with 
changes in climate, have 
had a profound impact on 
the State's water quality.”

What can an individual 
do in the face of such com-
plex problems?  Sometimes 
the most constructive action 
is just to show up.

Sneezing? Itchy eyes? 
Don't let allergies slow you down! 

Visit us for expert advice, 
over-the-counter relief, and 

prescription solutions 
tailored to you. 

115 N Chestnut Ave • Earlham
515-758-2174 • M-F 8:30-5:30, Closed Sat-Sun

Earlham

Currents of Change
Down to Earth

Classic and new films 
weekly at the historic 

Iowa Theater!

121 North John Wayne Drive
Winterset, Iowa

Tickets $5 to $7
visit the-iowa.com 

for showtimes

Jim Dahlke
Director Sales & Marketing
Roto-Rooter Des Moines

4005 S.E Grimes Blvd.
Grimes, IA 50111

Business: (515) 278-5668 
(800) GET-ROTO (438-7686)

(515) 707-3100 (M)
(515) 276-1979

jim@rotorooterdsm.com
www.rotorooter desmoines.com

Tea Bombs
Shakes

Protein Balls 
Protein Coffee 
515-384-2322

Earlham Veterinary Clinic
Renee Dirks, DVM

130 S Chestnut Ave, 758-2511

Quality personal
          care for pets at    
          reasonable fees.

Shannon Flickinger
515-577-7373
shannon@builtbyhammer.com
www.BuiltByHammer.com

Specializing in Home Remodeling

KRESS
REALTY & APPRAISAL SERVICES

jimkress0211@gmail.com
jimkressrealty.com

515.975.3283

Halves Quarters

Farm to
freezer

Locker dates
Spring and Fall

Summer Ory 515.478.6411

Vote Michele Brant
for Auditor

Special Election: 
August 26

The People of Madison County Deserve…
• Fair Elections

• A Well-Managed 
Auditor's Office
• Accountability

• Ethical and Transparent 
Leadership

• Clear and Proactive 
Communication of Issues
• Our Bills Paid on Time

• Our Checkbook
Balanced Every Month

Ad
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Earlhamecho@
gmail.com

515-478-5414


