
For the best experience, open this PDF portfolio in
 
Acrobat X or Adobe Reader X, or later.
 

Get Adobe Reader Now! 

http://www.adobe.com/go/reader




Diagonal ProgressDiagonal Progress
Diagonal, Iowa 50845


$1.00


Volume 51, Number 20 Thursday, December 4, 2025


By: Dalton Shadle 


Mount Ayr Iowa- On 
December 4 the Magic 
Makers Night Out event 
will take place from 
4-7p.m. This event is to 
support local business 
and boost holiday spirit. 
Participating businesses 
Country Blossoms, Dai-
ly Flair, H&H Outdoors, 
Good Vibes Nutrition, 
Ayra, Aunt Jennies Attic,  


And In The Ayr. Along 
with this holiday season 
event is another one right 
around the corner on De-
cember 6 A Very Vintage 
Christmas takes place. 
There will be a parade 
held, lighting of the com-
munity christmas tree, 
Santa Clause and Mrs. 
Clause, food drive, Mount 
Ayr high school choir per-
formance, and the “Tour 
of Trees”  


A Very Vintage 
Christmas


Image provided by Mount Ayr Chamber of Commerce


By: Dalton Shadle 


The 168th Infantry 
Regiment commemorated 
a historical day on No-
vember 29, The Battle for 
Monte Pantano. The battle 
lasted for 6 days 29 No-
vember – 04 December 
1943. 


On 29 November 1943 
the 1st Battalion, 168th 
Infantry Regiment was 
tasked with seizing the 
four peaks of Monte Pan-
tano, then held by a full 
battalion of heavily en-
trenched German defend-
ers. 168th Soldiers, vet-
erans of Operation Torch 
and the North Africa 
Campaign, quickly dis-
lodged the defenders and 
found themselves under 
immediate and sustained 
counterattack. Company 
B stopped seven German 
assaults on their position 
while the commander of 
Company A, despite being 
wounded three times, led 
a bayonet charge to halt 
a German breakthrough. 
The Battalion took the 
fight to the enemy, en-
gaging in hand-to-hand 
combat throughout the 


battle and hurling stones 
down the mountainside at 
attackers when their am-
munition ran low. Despite 
brutal cold, dwindling 
supplies, mounting casu-
alties, and constant enemy 
bombardment, the 168th 
was able to hold their po-
sition for six days until fi-


nally relieved. This battle 
marked the first crack in 
the German’s “impene-
trable” winter defensive 
line and opened the way 
to Monte Cassino, Rome, 
and Germany’s soft under-
belly. A painting was done 
by Donna Neary which 
commemorated this his-


torical event and pays re-
spect to those whose lives 
were lost during the battle. 
The painting adorns the 
walls of National Guard 
armories across Iowa and 
Minnesota. You can veiw 
local 168th iteams in the 
Ringgold county court 
house  


by Priscilla Alvik


Tingley, Iowa- For the 
past four years Donneta 
Phelps owner of the Wag-
on Wheel Café, in Tingley 
has prepared dinners to 
share with towns people 
near and far on Thanks-
giving Day. Phelps has 
named the gift of serv-
ing food to others “Sim-
ple Blessings”. Phelps 
through her actions on 
Thanksgiving Day is do-
ing what she has taught 
her children throughout 
their lifetime to consider, 
serve the community with 
a pure heart. 


Simple Blessings is a 
mother’s love played for-
ward that was driven by 
the grief of her daughter 
Nichole Rose passing on 
December 18th, 2016. 
Nichole Rose Phelps had 
a passion for serving the 
Lord. For three consec-
utive years 2014, 2015, 
2016 you would find 
Nichole spending her 
Thanksgiving Day serv-
ing meals to the homeless 
and less fortunate in the 
greater Des Moines area. 
Nichole’s passion of serv-
ing the Lord through serv-
ing others was a gift of 
heart. Phelps realized one 
day that she played a big 
part in her daughter’s love 
of giving. Phelps said, 
“It was like a slap in the 
face”, realization. “It took 
five years of thinking, and 
talking to people before 


the first Annual Free Will 
Offering Thanksgiving 
dinner became a reality in 
2022”, Phelps explained.


Phelps annual dinners 
have served over 200 peo-
ple each year for the past 
three years. This year 289 
dinners were served, with 
the help of 22 volunteers. 
Phelps explained, “It 
takes a couple of weeks 
to prepare the food to be 
served.” My observa-
tion of the event is that 
Phelps leaves no detail 
unattended to. Volunteers 
from Missio Church were 
on hand as greeters, food 
servers, and to help clean 


tables. The McFarland 
family not only hosted the 
event at the Hoover An-
gus Family Farm but also, 
provided all the yummy 
desserts. One couple came 
from North Carolina to 
help serve the meal after 
learning of the history of 
the annual dinner through 
conversations with Phelps 
over the last few years. 
Friends directed park-
ing, accessibility into the 
barn, signing in, food to 
go for homebound resi-
dents, including delivery 
and the Jarred Trolley was 
used to bring residents 
from Clearview Home in 


 Donetta Phelps sponsors fourth annual “Simple Blessing” meal in Tingley. photo 
by Priscilla Alvik.


Mount Ayr. All monies 
collected through the free 
will offering are donated 
each year to various chari-
ties in memory of Nichole 
Rose Phelps.


Various people in atten-
dance commented on how 
Tingley as a community, 
“Gets together and has 
the spirit of getting things 
done.” Kevin Kobbe and 
his dad commented, “That 
they came 40 miles to at-
tend, and that the dinner 
was awesome.” On behalf 
of many it is my honor to, 
“Thank Donetta Phelps”, 
for a dinner well served.”


4th Annual Simple Blessings Dinner
Honors Nichole Phelps


Painting by Donna Neary "Red Bull on the winter line".


Red Bulls on the winter line


First snow of the season arrives


                                                                                                 photo by Jeff Snyder


Area residents were greeted with the first blast of winter this past week as snow blanketed the area with a heavy wet 
accumulation. Snow fall totals varied by community but a general three to five inches could be measured.


Diagonal sets out holiday 
decorations. 


Photo by Dalton Shadle 


Photo by Diagonal Community Development Corpo-
ration
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Here's How IT Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into 
nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must 
fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only 
once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order 
in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the 
easier it gets to solve the puzzle!


Write a Letter to the Editor...
We welcome letters to the editor. Please email 
your letter to diagonalprogress@gmail.com or 
mail it to PO Box 346, Mount Ayr, IA  50854. 
All letters must be signed and include a contact 
phone number for verification.
Please keep to 250 words or less.


United Church of Diagonal
Pastor Rodney Glazebrook
Church: 641-734-5704   


Facebook: United Church of Diagonal
d3du@iowatelecom.net


Food Pantry - 8-9 a.m. each Saturday
	
  Sunday, 9 a.m. Worship.


	 Worship leader: Heidi Lumbard
		  Communion Servers JP,


Wednesdays 10 a.m. prayer group.
	
		


The Church Lady
 "Give thanks always."  1 Thessalonians 5:18:


Community CalendarCommunity Calendar


  Princess Theater
7 p.m. on


Friday, Saturday
2 p.m. on Sunday.  
December 5, 6, 7


December 12, 13, 14
WICKED: FOR GOOD  


Rated PG


Lucky Lanes 
Bowling


	 September through 
May


	 Friday and Saturday 
	 6 -10 p.m. open bowling. 
Private Parties available 
by request. 


MOUNT AYR 
EVENTS
Thursday


December 4
	 4-7 p.m. Christmas 
Market at ISU Extension 
Office Mount Ayr. Spon-
sored by Junior Farmers 
4-H Club.


 	 Saturday
December 6


	 5:30 - 7 p.m March-
ing Into Christmas at 
the American Legion in 
Mount Ayr, hosted by 
Owen and Mary Martsch-
ing. 5:30 Meal, bring a 
side or dessert. 7-8 p.m. 
First Things First enter-
tainment. Free Will Offer-
ing. RSVP 641-464-8096


LAMONI EVENTS
Sunday


December 7
2-5 p.m. Holiday Home 


Show. Sponsored by City 
of Lamoni. 


TINGLEY EVENTS
Saturday


December 13
2 p.m. Santa is coming 


to town. Will be in Tingley 
location yet to be decided.


Keep up with the local news.


SUBSCRIBE TODAY


641-464-2440 | staff@mtayrnews.com
122 W. Madison, Mount Ayr IA


YOUR local newspaper.


 
Mayme was born Au-


gust 28,1918 to Joseph V. 
and Josephine Prohaska 
Skarda in Bolivar, MO. 
She had an older broth-
er and sister Richard and 
Anna. She also had 2 
younger brothers, Harry 
and Elbert. 


When Mayme was quite 
young, the family rode the 
train to Iowa. Josie and the 
3 children as passengers 
and Joe with the cattle in 
the livestock car. They 
settled down in Ringgold 
County IA. She graduat-
ed from Mount Ayr high 
school after which she 
taught country school for 
2 years riding her horse 
Emma standing for “am I 
gonna make it”. 


She met and married 
Gayland Stephens of Di-
agonal in 1938. Gayland 
was in the heavy construc-
tion business, working 
with his father. Later, he 
had his own construction 
business. Gayland passed 
away in 1961.


For the next 30 years 
she was employed at the 
local grocery store, then 
the First State Bank and 
Diagonal Insurance Agen-
cy where she worked until 
moving to Atlantic near 


her youngest daughter 
Patt. While in Atlantic she 
again worked in the insur-
ance business until retire-
ment. 


In Atlantic she met and 
married Donald Cohron, a 
bridge builder. They made 
their home in Atlantic and 
summered at Lake of the 
Ozarks, MO. They later 
moved to St. George, Utah 
before returning to At-
lantic, Iowa. Don passed 
away in 2014.


Mayme remained in At-
lantic several years before 
moving to Independence 
Village in Waukee in Jan-
uary of 2024 to be closer 
to family. 


Her survivors include 
two daughters and spous-
es, 4 grandchildren and 
spouses, 8 great grand-
children and 8 great great 
grandchildren.


Mayme was a loving 
mother, “grand” mother 
and good friend to many.


Services will be Decem-
ber 3, 2025, at Iles Brandt 
Chapel in Dallas Center, 
Iowa at 11 a.m.  


Mayme C. Skarda, 
Stephens, Cohron 


1915-2025 


Jeff Snyder


...Just Sayin 
You never forget your 
first one.


Are words that import-
ant? I would say they are 
critical. 


Throughout history, 
words have embedded 
themselves into the fabric 
of our lives and subse-
quently changed the way 
societies act. 


“The only thing we have 
to fear is fear itself” Frank-
lin Delano Roosevelt 


“Ask not what your 
country can do for you, 
but ask what you can do 
for your country.” John F. 
Kennedy 


“One small step for 
man...one giant leap for 
mankind” Neil Armstrong.


“Mr. Gorbachev, tear 
down this wall.” Ronald 
Reagan “


These are just a few ex-
amples of words that have 
endured through time. 


It’s easy to pick out 
words that are uttered in 
the public forum by fa-
mous people, but words 
spoken by regular people 
are no less impactful. 


The compassionate and 
assuring words spoken to a 
losing high school basket-
ball team by a coach that 
lives  by the motto “It’s 
only one game, and I’m 
proud of every single one 
of you” 


The softly delivered eu-
logy spoken to a grieving 
family reeling from the 
loss of a loved one. Or the 
comforting embrace of a 
close friend followed by 
the words...”I’m here for 
you.” 


These are examples 
of the healing power of 
words when delivered 
with love and caring. 


Unfortunately, words 
can have a more sinister 
impact when delivered in 


anger or with hate. 
Social media has creat-


ed an environment where-
by unfettered and reckless 
speech has sadly taken 
root.   People are embold-
ened by the relative safety 
of these electronic hide-
outs, which subsequently  
fuels  more and more re-
mote attacks. 


The first amendment is 
amongst the most misun-
derstood of the freedoms 
granted us as Americans 
by the Constitution . 
While we all find refuge 
under these protections, 
we still must maintain our 
responsibility for guarded 
speech. 


Besmirching ones em-
ployer over the airwaves 
is one easy example of 
the  potential consequenc-
es that await the reckless. 
Even professional athletes 
must abide by the “rules” 
outlined in their contracts 
or risk the forfeiture of 
vast fortunes they have 
attained. 


As we come into the 
holiday season it’s a great 
time to turn over a new 
leaf. It’s an opportunity  
to extend kindness rather 
than hate. It is a time for 
all to unite and enjoy the 
harmony that outreach 
creates. 


So, stand under the mis-
tletoe and say something 
nice. You may be sur-
prised by the results. 


If you still want to abuse 
words, wait until New 
Years when you lie for the 
tenth year in a row about 
your intended weight loss.


Just Sayin       


By JEFF SNYDER


MOUNT AYR, Iowa 
— It’s that time of year 
again. A time for giving as 
well a receiving. One item 
frequently found on the 
Christmas list of children 
and even adults is a new 
puppy or kitten. It’s im-
portant to make sure that 
this gift decision is well 
thought out and decided 
upon as a family or at least 
with the full understanding 
as to what goes into this 
decision.


Generally, the purchase 
of a pet is a happy time but 
it’s important to think of 
the long-term implications 
of acquiring a new family 
member. 


Is the child old enough 
to take on this new re-
sponsibility? Does every-
one understand the com-
mitment it takes to bring 
a new being into your 
home, even if the recipi-
ent is physically capable 
of handling the rigors of 
a new pet? These are the 
questions that need to be 
addressed prior to picking 
up your new friend. 


Here are a few ideas that 
may suffice as a stand in 
to an actual puppy with a 
bow tied around its neck. 


Consider scheduling 
a visit to a local rescue 
group which can introduce 
your child to profession-
al companion animal care 
givers. These experts can 
share with your child the 
important things to consid-
er when picking out a new 
pet.  


A gift basket with toys 
or grooming supplies that 
could represent the gift 
that is coming. If a pet does 


not appear to be feasible 
for one reason or anoth-
er you could also offer to 
help sponsor a dog or cat 
that are specially trained as 
support animals frequently 
used in hospitals or long-
term care facilities which 
always need financial help.


Christmas is a wonder-
ful time of the year but it 
can be hectic and scary for 
a new animal. Perhaps ma-
jor decisions such as these 
can be delayed until such 
time the family has time to 
fashion a working plan for 
both them and their new 
family addition. 


Companion animal ex-
perts encourage everyone 
to consider the pet adop-
tion route. 


Every year thousands 
of dogs and cats end up in 
shelters as a result of own-
ers who were not fully in-
formed or prepared for the 
large responsibility that 
comes with pet ownership. 


New owners  can quick-
ly become overwhelmed 
and eventually end up sur-
rendering the animal to a 
shelter thereby increasing 
the problems facing res-
cue groups and shelters all 
over the country.   


Adoption solves a bunch 
of these problems. New 
owners get to meet their 
pet up close and personal 
and get a chance to test the 
chemistry that is almost 
always presents in these 
meeting. The dog or cat 
wins, the shelter wins and 
promises are fulfilled.


Responsible ownership 
contributes to less stress 
on adopting families, re-
duced pressure on shelters 
and a diminished popula-
tion of unadopted pets.


Pets as a gift? Think first


                 stock photo


December
1 	 Leslie Hingeley
3 	 Abby Eaton
4	  Bryce Hower, 
5 	 Jeremy Sobotka, Toni Schlapia, Josh & Jessie Haidsiak
6 	 Austin Still, Ty Jones, Aria Stephens
7 	 Ann Smith, Mark England
8	  Mindi Hingeley, Mary Keller, Nancy Parker
9	  Cindy Wolf, Kera Carpenter, Dillon Davenport, Kelly 	
	 Allee
10 	 Jessica Hays, Dayson Gregg, Sherry Wiley
11 	 Shauna Stamps
12 	 Nathan Mercer
13 	 Andy Melody, Carter Lumbard 
14 	 Kirston Lynam, Chase Johnston, Joey Novak, Kolbie 	
	 Carson,  Bob & Julie Malcom
15 	 Amy Whittington, Karleen Stephens, Randy/Jan Sobotka
16 	 Genna Naill, Sarah Stephens, 
17 	 Marilyn Bear
18 	 Jerry Carson, Ann Schlapia
19 	 Claire Oshel, Jim Taylor, Dominik Sutton, Nathan 
	 Inloes, Lincoln Gunsolley
20 	 Claire Carol Grace, Terri Newton, Klisa Lynam, Emilee
	 Austin, Randy Andrews, Jim & Joy Goins
21 	 Winter Sostice, Ryker Mason
22 	 Kaydyn Bolinger
23 	 Jennifer Tull, Alice Elliott, Chris & Wendy Richardson
24 	 Donavan Houghmaster, Bessie Austin, Steven & Becky
	 Stamps,  Isaac & Kylene Lumbard, Derald and  Brenda
	 Schaefer
25 	 Beth Stump, Karie Wasteney
26 	 Tony Lohmann, Doug Ruby, Brent Ricker 
	 Steve & Edie Stephens
27 	 Trey Strange, Trevor Wolf, Sawyer England
28 	 Darla Sobotka, Max Dickinson, Tom Shiflett
29 	 Pat & Fran Rouse
30 	 Darin Goins
31 	 Justin Cook


DecemberDecember
Birthdays & AnniversariesBirthdays & Anniversaries
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 Ringgold County Board of 
Supervisors Minutes


December 1, 2025


	 The Ringgold County Board 
of Supervisors met informally 
on Monday, December 1, 2025. 
Due to an oversight in posting 
the agenda within the required 
24-hour public notice period, no 
official meeting was held. The 
Supervisors received an infor-
mational update from County 
Engineer Jared Johnson regard-
ing Secondary Roads. No delib-
erations were conducted, and no 
actions or decisions were taken.
	 Engineer’s Report – Jared 
Johnson: The sign truck was out 
working to repair downed, dam-
aged and deteriorated signs. 
	 Plow trucks were prepared 
for the upcoming winter storm 
event.
	 The crew completed a con-
crete patch along J23 between 
Diagonal and Clearfield. 
	 Plow trucks were dispatched 
Saturday in response to winter 
storm event moving through 
the county. By the end of the 
day, Saturday paved roads were 
cleared off and in good shape. 
Maintainers were dispatched 
early Sunday to begin snow 
removal on gravel roadways. 
Gravel road snow removal ef-
forts continued early Monday 
morning. 
	 Work order update: WO 
1429: Clear trees/brush and 
reshape roadside for approxi-
mately 1000 feet. Located along 
P33 between HWY2 and 220th 
Street. (Complete).
	 WO 1428: Clear trees/brush 
and reshape roadside for ap-
proximately 1.6 miles. Located 
along 280th Ave, 270th Street, 
285th Ave. (In Progress).
	 WO 1418: Clear trees/brush 
and reshape roadside for ap-
proximately .7 miles. Located 
along P33 between HWY2 and 
220th Street. (Complete).
	 J55 Paving – the department 
has now received all material 
certs from the contractor. The 
department is working through 
the preaudit checklist, attach-
ment E, for submittal to the 
IDOT. 
	 Benton 12 – The department 
has worked through the preau-
dit Attachment E worksheet for 
project closeout and will work 
to make the submittal to the 


IDOT. The department is work-
ing to obtain missing documen-
tation from the contractor and 
subcontractors. Once required 
documentation is received from 
the contractor the department 
is ready to make submittal to 
IDOT for preaudit determina-
tion. 
	 Diagonal sidewalk project 
– The department has prepared 
and submitted all final forms for 
project closeout. Upon approv-
al of the final forms from the 
IDOT the department will pro-
ceed with obtaining signatures 
on the final voucher and issuing 
payment. 
	 Resident Sue Richards 
stopped in to visit with Johnson 
and the Board to express support 
for the reinstallation of the desti-
nation light at the corner of State 
Highway 169 and J20 (Tingley 
corner). Richards explained this 
would provide added security 
to those students parking at the 
intersection during sport events 
as well. The Board explained 
they do support Johnsons plan 
but are still researching cost and 
then will make a decision. 
	 With no further updates, the 
Board concluded their informa-
tional meeting at 11:20 a.m.


RANDY TAYLOR
Board of Supervisors


ATTEST: AMANDA WASKE
Ringgold County Auditor 


 
CITY OF DIAGONAL
November 20th, 2025 


	 The Diagonal City Council 
met in a Special Session at the 
Diagonal Community Building, 
at 6:30 p.m. 
   Mayor Elliott calls the special 
session to order at 6:31p.m.
  ROLL CALL-Roll call is tak-
en with the following members 
present:  Norris, Ruby, Grand-
field, Parrott, and O’Kelley.
	 APPROVAL OF AGEN-
DA-Ruby motions to approve 
the agenda, posted 11-19th at 
12:05 p.m.  Parrott seconds the 
motion.  Vote 5-0, in favor.  Mo-
tion carries.
    Ruby motions to hire David 
Lamb on a full time basis as the 


City Superintendant. O’Kelley 
seconds the motion.  Vote 5-0, 
in favor.  Motion carries.  Lamb 
will replace Bradley Bentley 
who turned in a 2 week notice 
at November’s regular meeting.  
    O’Kelley seconds the motion. 
Vote 5-0, in favor.  Motion car-
ries.  
    ADOURNMENT-There being 
no further business, O’Kelley 
motions to adjourn the special 
session at 6:47pm, second is 
made by Grandfield.  Vote 5-0, 
in favor.  Motion carries. 


LESTER ELLIOTT
Mayor  


JULIE MALCOM
City Clerk  


Mary Swank
BentonBenton


We hope everyone is 
staying safe.


On Monday, the library 
ladies consisting of Nan-
cy Roe, Bobbi Bainum, 
Mary Kathryn Gepner and 
Kay Hove met at Home 
Town Heros to celebrate 
Kay Hove’s birthday an-
niversary.


Richard Swank visit-
ed several times during 
the week with Junior and 
Mary Swank.


Beverly Straight and 
Cathy Kilgore were week-
ly visitors of Ann Baker.


Thanksgiving Day din-
ner guests of Mary Kath-
ryn Gepner and Mike 
Gepner were Michael, 
Johnnie, Lettie and Lexi 
Camacho. 


A Thanksgiving Day 
guest of Larry and Lind-
sey Lane and Ann Baker 
was Chris Lane.


Saturday and Sunday 
visitors of Ann Baker and 
Larry and Lindsey Lane 
were Kenny, Lana and 
Jaxson Lane 


Hickory GroveHickory Grove
Vickie Jeanes


Happy 104th birthday 
to Jake Dailey!   Jo Kaye 
Shields, Debbie Dodge, 
Jeff and Brenda Woody, 
Diane Wood, Alyce Mat-
tis, Lisa Jackson, Cricket 
Waske, Joshua, Amanda, 
and Emerie Waske and 
Gavin Wood from OK met 
at Rumors with Jake to be-
gin celebrating his 104th 
birthday with supper.  Jo 
Kaye joined Jake and his 
family at Clearview for 
a birthday luncheon on 
Tuesday.   Thanksgiving 
dinner guests with Jo Kaye 
and Cricket were Jay, 
Ally and Hannah Waske, 
Josh, Amanda, Ella and 
Emerie Waske and Mike 
Clark from Des Moines.  
Jaycob Waske spent the 
long weekend with Jo 
Kaye and Cricket. Emerie 
Waske stayed Friday and 
Saturday nights.  On Sun-
day, Joshua, Emerie and 
Ally Waske, and Jo Kaye 
had lunch at El Napol’s in 
Bethany.


Rose and Kevin James 
enjoyed Thanksgiving 
dinner with Nick and Jen 
Johnston and other John-
ston family members at 
Nick and Jen’s home in 
rural Indianola.


Walt and Bev traveled 
to Omaha on Wednesday 
to spend the holiday.  They 
stayed with Karla and Jas-
mine, and everyone had 
Thanksgiving dinner with 
Kim, Randy, and Sanai 
Foster.  They returned 
home on Friday.  Walt and 
Bev hosted Dave, Jenni-
fer, Aaden, and Adalyn 
Brennaman for lunch on 
Sunday.


Thanksgiving Day din-
ner guests with Lizzie 
Jeanes, Kayla, Tyler and 
Sauri were Robert Mor-


row, Jennifer and Kimiko 
Meadors, Nate, Nicki, 
Hunter and Gunner Head 
and Charlie and Vickie 
Jeanes.


Charlie and Vickie 
Jeanes hosted dinner at 
the Allendale Communi-
ty Building on Saturday.  
Guests were Bek, Emily, 
Benny, and Rayhona To-
lipov and Erkin and Mu-
kaddas Tolipov from Hut-
to, TX, Lizzie Jeanes and 
Kayla and Tyler, Abby 
and Troy Hawk, Robert 
Morrow, Hopkins, Lila 
and Maurice Craig and 
Bob Dill, Eagleville, Julie 
Pulley, Fenton, MO, Char-
lie Hiatt, Bethany and 
Ralph, Kevin, Lacy and 
Kimberlin Kobbe, Grant 
City.  This was the first 
time for everyone to meet 
three-month-old Rayhona.   


Dick and Joyce Wee-
hler spent Thanksgiving 
in Swisher with Becky 
Heilman and Dewey Rich-
ardson and other family 
members. On Saturday 
afternoon, they helped 
host the 5th birthday party 
for great granddaughter, 
Laetyn. Helping to cel-
ebrate the little gal was 
her mother, Jensen Stew-
art of Mount Ayr.  Oth-
er guests were Courtney 
Whitmore, also of Mt. 
Ayr.  Maloy residents Neil 
and Jill Weehler, Randy, 
Kim, Mallory and Evan 
Weehler and Riley, Callie, 
LoElla and Gus Weehler 
attended.  Jordan, Ranea, 
Gwen and Ace Stewart of 
Mount Ayr came for the 
party. 


Craig and Kathi Bra-


MaloyMaloy
Joan Jackson


by were in Creston on 
T h a n k s g i v i n g . T h e y 
joined family in the home 
of Nick and Laurie Evans 
for the day. 


Thanksgiving at the 
Wendell and Joan Jackson 
home.  Guests for the day 
were Curt Jackson and 
Kevin and Melanie Jack-
son of Maloy, Hannah 
Jackson of Pella, Wyatt, 
Payton and Cameron of 
Bedford.  From Maryville 
were Erin, Charyti, Lo-
gan, Isabelle, and Seager 
Jackson. Earl Jackson 
came up from Savannah, 
MO. Tyanna Jackson of 
Lenox also joined the fam-
ily.  Birthdays for Seager 
and Joan were celebrat-
ed during the day. Donna 
Warin had Thanksgiving 
dinner with the Poore fam-
ily at the Benton Commu-
nity Hall. Megan, Kellen 
and Evelyn Suntken from 
Hampton came down 
Thanksgiving evening to 
spend the holiday. The 
Warin’s hosted the Sunt-
ken’s along with Katelyn, 
Jeremy, Emmet, Lyla and 
Anna Maass and Mike and 
Grace Warin for Thanks-
giving supper. 


Mount Ayr Mount Ayr 
Health Care Health Care 


CenterCenter


How about a nice snow-
fall for the kickoff of 
December. Personally, I 
could do without it until 
right at Christmas, but it 
sure helps us get into the 
spirit.


We had started our 
week preparing for Christ-
mas with decorating orna-
ments. They get the op-
tion to gift them or enjoy 








__________________________
Continued from page 3
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STATE OF IOWA
2025


FINANCIAL REPORT
FISCAL YEAR ENDED


JUNE 30, 2025 CITY OF DIAGONAL, IOWA
DUE: December 1, 2025


16208000400000
CITY OF DIAGONAL
PO Box 82
DIAGONAL IA 50845-0082
POPULATION: 344


NOTE - The information supplied in this report will be shared by the Iowa State Auditor's Office, the U.S. Census Bureau, various public interest groups, and State and federal
agencies.


ALL FUNDS
Governmental


(a)
Proprietary


(b)
Total Actual


(c)
Budget


(d)
Revenues and Other Financing Sources
Taxes Levied on Property 104022 104,022 90,222
Less: Uncollected Property Taxes-Levy Year 0 0 0
Net Current Property Taxes 104,022 104,022 90,222
Delinquent Property Taxes 0 0 0
TIF Revenues 0 0 0
Other City Taxes 44,327 0 44,327 48,828
Licenses and Permits 456 0 456 600
Use of Money and Property 1,677 2,224 3,901 4,262
Intergovernmental 48,880 0 48,880 56,331
Charges for Fees and Service 0 178,540 178,540 199,900
Special Assessments 822 0 822 500
Miscellaneous 25,491 23,698 49,189 7,300
Other Financing Sources, Including Transfers in 71,888 0 71,888 71,888
Total Revenues and Other Sources 297,563 204,462 502,025 479,831
Expenditures and Other Financing Uses
Public Safety 25,643 25,643 26,500
Public Works 189,078 189,078 216,134
Health and Social Services 0 0 0
Culture and Recreation 2,432 2,432 3,700
Community and Economic Development 0 0 0
General Government 144,316 144,316 136,202
Debt Service 21,842 21,842 21,842
Capital Projects 0 0 0
Total Governmental Activities Expenditures 383,311 0 383,311 404,378
Business type activities 139,063 139,063 170,600
Total All Expenditures 383,311 139,063 522,374 574,978
Other Financing Uses, Including Transfers Out 6,157 65,731 71,888 71,888
Total All Expenditures/and Other Financing Uses 389,468 204,794 594,262 646,866
Excess Revenues and Other Sources Over (Under)
Expenditures/and Other Financing Uses -91,905 -332 -92,237 -167,035


Beginning Fund Balance July 1, 2024 698,775 333,027 1,031,802 719,833
Ending Fund Balance June 30, 2025 606,870 332,695 939,565 552,798
NOTE - These balances do not include the following, which were not budgeted and are not available for city operations:
Non-budgeted Internal Service Funds Pension Trust Funds
Private Purpose Trust Funds Agency Funds


Indebtedness at June 30, 2025 Amount Indebtedness at June 30, 2025 Amount
General Obligation Debt 195,434 Other Long-Term Debt 0
Revenue Debt 0 Short-Term Debt 0
TIF Revenue Debt 0


General Obligation Debt Limit 709,128


them themselves, so a few 
of you may see some of 
them. Bingo filled the af-
ternoon with Phyllis Sick-
els joining to help things 
run smoothly. Winners 
for Monday were Teresa 
Buchanan, Linda Jackson, 
Loren Winemiller, Jerry 
Trenkle, Leland Jones, 
and Phyllis Sickels. The 
blackout winner was Betty 
Johnston.


Fly Swat Ball started 
our Tuesday and got us 
moving and stretching. 
We read from our book, 
Life of a Country Veteri-
narian, and finished it. We 
look forward to reading 
another after mixing in 
something else. We par-
ticularly enjoyed knowing 
that we knew some of the 
people who were named 
in the book. We then held 
our Book Tasting, our 
book club. We enjoy hear-
ing what others are read-
ing and getting ideas for 
our next book.


Wednesday’s church 
was led by Bill Armstrong 
with a nice message on be-
ing thankful. Sally Young 
accompanied us singing 
on the piano. Nails were 
painted and hair was done 
to be ready for the holiday. 
We also read the Record 
News to keep up with cur-
rent events. 


On Thursday, we didn’t 
have scheduled activities 
for the holiday. We had 
a few visitors, and a few 
went out to visit.


Friday, we started look-
ing forward to the Christ-
mas holiday with a vid-
eo of Lapland, Finland. 
Santa’s village is nestled 
right above the Arctic 
Circle with reindeer prev-
alently running through 
the forests. To finish the 
week off, we had Simple 
Strokes. Again, we were 
looking ahead to the hol-
iday and the snow coming 
with evergreens and snow-
men. We enjoy the process 
even if they don’t turn out 
as we picture them. 


We celebrated a birth-
day on Sunday with Betty 
Johnston. She got to spend 
time with family to cele-
brate on Friday ahead of 
the storm.


That completes our 
week of activities. We are 
enjoying watching all this 
snow, knowing that we 
don’t have to get out in it. 
We hope our family and 
friends stay safe in this 
weather. And as always, 
stay healthy, happy and 
safe. 


Mount Ayr Mount Ayr 
Health Care Health Care 


CenterCenter


Need Business 
Printing?


We can 
professionally


design your 
invoices,


statements, 
envelopes and 


business cards.
Mount Ayr 


Record-News
Phone 641-464-2440


ReddingRedding
Bobbi Bainum


Ian and Jasper Abarr 
were Thanksgiving Day 
guests at Charles and 
Becky Abarr’s. 


Helen Combs went to 
Lil Rinehart’s for Thanks-
giving dinner.  Jeff Rine-
hart from Murray, Lori, 
Kevin and Justina Wimer 
were also guests at Lil’s. 


Gary and Linda Hos-
field met Tom Hosfield 
and Andrew Coan from 
Des Moines for Thanks-
giving dinner at Osceola 
on Thursday.


Gladys Jones and Helen 
Harris went to Clearview 
Home on Tuesday to vis-
it Mary and Cindy Dan-
iels and Carla Jo Davis.  
On Wednesday, Gladys, 
Connie Allen and Helen 
Harris had Thanksgiving 
dinner at the OldTowne 
cafe in Allendale.  Connie 
Allen called on Gladys 
and brought her desserts.  
John Jones visited Glad-
ys on Friday and Sunday 
and cleared snow from her 
ramp and sidewalks.


Dan and Kathy Quick 
had Thanksgiving dinner 
at Bruce and Kris Quick’s 
and supper at Ginny 
Quick’s on Thursday. 


Ginny Quick went to 
watch Calvin Main bowl 
in a competition at Lucky 
Lanes in Mount Ayr on 
Monday. Ginny went to 
the National Honor Soci-
ety Installation ceremo-
ny at the high school on 
Wednesday.  Rice Reyn-
olds, a student at Stanford 
University in California, 
was a guest speaker.  Cal-
vin Main, Trace Knapp, 
and Dannie Stewart were 
among the inductees.  
Ginny’s supper guests on 
Thanksgiving were Re-
becca, Cliff, Bryson and 
Kaden Smith from Adel, 
Carrie, Wiley, Louden and 
Calvin Main, Kathy and 
Dan Quick, Alana Doolit-
tle, Quincy, Hannah, Hal-
lie and Lindy Main from 
Mount Ayr.


Jan and Melinda 
Shervheim’s Thanks-
giving Day guests were 
Matthew Shervheim from 
Des Moines, Laura and 
Steven Henry and family 
from Adel, Peter and Rey-
na Shervheim from Des 
Moines, Anna Shervheim 
from Lenox and Nathan 
Shervheim from Des 
Moines. 


Dick and Cindy Sneth-
en’s guests on Sunday 
for Thanksgiving were 
Dave and Ellen Brand 
from Audubon, Jennifer, 
Michael, Alex and Cassie 
Younts from Dallas Cen-
ter, Karen Murphy from 
Alanthus Grove, Leigh 
Ann and Jim Freeman, 
Travis, Julie, Jaynee and 
Tanner Snethen.  Tan-
ner is home on leave and 
will be stationed at Fort 
Riley, Kansas in Janu-
ary.  Leigh Ann and Jim 
were overnight guests on 
Saturday.  Dick Snethen 
went to the Olney family 
Thanksgiving dinner on 
Thursday at the Frontier 
Hall in Redding. 


Bobbi Bainum took din-
ner to Lena Hunt and Ian 


Hargrave on Thanksgiv-
ing Day in Grant and to 
Preston Hayse at home. 


Lew Knapp from Web-
ster, South Dakota was a 
Thanksgiving and week-
end guest of Tracee and 
Steve Knapp.  The Knapp 
family guests for Thanks-
giving on Wednesday 
were Reas Knapp, Zoey 
Harman, Calvin Main and 
Laura Campbell.


  


Wishard Wishard 
ChapelChapel


Carol McCreary


Eighty one Christmas 
boxes were taken for dis-
tribution! Thanks to all 
who filled a box for Sa-
maritans Purse.


Thank You to all who 
attended the Fall Harvest 
Soup Supper. It was a suc-
cess. It’s so nice to serve 
the soup in our large fel-
lowship hall. Served 150 
and received $1,445.


It’s the Most Wonderful 
Time of the Year! Cele-
brating the birth of our 
Lord and Savior! So many 
ways to share gifts. 


We are collecting socks 
and underwear (any size 
for both kids and adults) 
for the Neighborhood 
Center Christmas boxes. 
Bring by December 15 
and leave on the table by 
the south main doors. 


Congratulations to 
Cody and Logan Stack-
house on the birth of Dally 
Jo born on November 17.


December 7th. the Kids 
Christmas Program will 
be this coming Sunday at 


5 p.m. followed by a soup 
supper.


Saturday, December 6 
will be The Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast at the church.


5:30 p.m. a Christmas 
supper will be served at 
the Legion followed by 
Local Christmas music. 
1st Things 1st will be par-
ticipating in the program. 


Sunday, December 14th 
will be Youth group at 
Wishard Chapel. 5 to 6 
p.m. for 6th to 8th grad-
ers. 6 p.m. Supper; 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m., 9 to 12th grad-
ers. 


Christmas Eve service 
5:30 p.m. with Candle-
light Service.


Prayers and comfort to 
Ronnie and Joyce Gregg 
and family for the passing 
of their nephew, Keven 
Kimball.


Thought for the Day: 
Agree with each other and 
live in peace. Then the 
God of Love and Peace 
will be with you. 2nd Cor-
inthians 13:11 


Mount Ayr
Record-News


WANT ADS 
WORK!


Call 641-464-2440 
today.


        Kitchen Mixins 
by Terry Snyder 


This soup dates back to a 
regimental cook in 1777 
who made a version of it 
at Valley Forge for George 
Washington's hungry 
troops.  It became known 
as Philadelphia Pepper 
Pot Soup. The ingredients 
gradually changed over 
the years, And, like pret-
zels,  cheesesteaks, and 
cream cheese, became a 
household staple there.   
This is my midwest ver-
sion..hope you like it!
INGREDIENTS: 4 Cups 
Water
1 Finely Chopped Fresh 
Green Pepper
1 Finely Chopped Fresh 
Red Pepper
1 Pound Ground Breakfast 
Sausage
2 TBLSP Dried Minced 
Onion
1 TBLSP Garlic Powder


Sausage Pepper Pot Soup


                                                    photo by Terry Snyder   


1 tsp Black Pepper 
1 tsp Salt
10 Slices White American 
Cheese
16 Ounces Half & Half 
2 Cups Cellentani Pasta 
Noodles
DIRECTIONS: Place all 
ingredients except the 
cheese, half & half, and 
pasta in a crock pot (mine 
is a 12 cup pot).  Cook on 
high 2 1/2 to 3 hours or 
to boiling.  Then  stir in 
2 cups pasta.   Place half 
& half in microwave and 
warm about 2 minutes be-
fore adding it to the pot.   
Cook on high another 30 
minutes, (or until pasta is 
done), stirring every 10 
minutes.  Add cheese and 
cook another 5 minutes.  
Turn off pot and serve 
while hot.   Makes 4-6 
servings.  
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Keep up with the local news.


SUBSCRIBE TODAY


641-464-2440 | staff@mtayrnews.com
122 W. Madison, Mount Ayr IA


YOUR local newspaper.


One Great 
County. 


Two Great 
Newspapers!
Your ad can appear 


in the Mount Ayr 
Record-News 


AND
Diagonal Progress 
for one low price!


Tuesday, December 16 - 10:30 a.m.
NEW Location: 1443 US Hwy 34, Creston, IA 


Directions: west of Creston on Highway 34, parking will be accessible
from Cromwell Road, watch for signs.


Bid in person 
or Online


Much, much more! www.RiceAuctionCompany.com 


Jake Rice
641-202-3315


Disclaimer: This will be a LIVE auction with ONLINE bidding. NO onsite buyer’s premium, 5% buyer’s premium to
winning online bidders capped at $2,500 per item. Loader and operator will be available sale day or by appointment.


Payments accepted are cash and check. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS, ERRORS OR OMISSIONS.
ANNOUNCEMENTS MADE ON SALE DAY TAKE PRECIDENCE OVER ANY PREVIOUS WRITTEN OR VERBAL


STATEMENTS. All items are sold as-is, where is with no guarantees or warranties.


Miller Brothers 
Retirement


Miller Brothers 
Retirement


Lunch stand & portable restrooms on-site.


Equipment will be selling as part of the Rice Auction Company Year End Auction.  


By: Dalton Shadle 


Diagonal Iowa-  On No-
vember 25 the Maroonettes 
went head to head with the 
Mormon Trail Saints the 
outcome of the game end-
ed 35-57. The Maroonettes 
took their first win of the 
season with a blowout. In 
the first quarter and second 
the game was looking like 
it was going  to be a close 
one with the Saints scor-
ing 10 in the 1st and 10 in 
the 2nd. The Maroonettes 
were close ahead with 16 
in the 1st and 12 in the 
2nd.  It was in the 3rd and 
4th quarter where the Ma-
roonettes really put their 
game face on and pulled 
ahead with a blow out of 
13 to 4 in the 3rd and 9 to 
16 in the 4th. 


Coach Gina Warren af-
ter the win, proud of how 
her girls played, broke 
down what led to their vic-
tory 


“the pressure that we 
were able to apply,  the 
girls rotating fairly well 
through all of it when we 
were pressing... And then I 
felt like just the ball con-


trol by our guards was 
pretty decent” said War-
ren. 


With an overall points 
scored of 57 we have to 
deep dive and look at the 
key players who led the 
team to victory. Claire 
Grace with a total points 
scored of 17, Kylie Hub-
bard with 9, Hailey Grand-
field And Halle White with 
8. Kylie Hubbard being the 
only player on the team to 
make a 3 pointer. 


After her overwhelm-
ing performance and ex-
plosiveness on the court 
Grace was feeling good 
about herself, the win, and 
her team. 


“I thought the game 
went well it felt good win-
ning the first game of the 
season. What worked best 
for me was tight defense 
and some steals for some 
quick points. All in all, it 
felt good to win together.” 
said Grace. 


You can watch all these 
great players on the court 
again on December 5 at 
the Diagonal gym when 
they play against Ankeny 
Christian
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Diagonal Community Schools 


UBRs 
Overnight Oats 


Juice 
Milk 


Breakfast Bagel 
Fresh Fruit 


Juice  
Milk 


French Toast Sticks 
Fresh Fruit 


Juice 
Milk 


Sausage, Egg 
Cheese Biscuits 


Fresh Fruit 
Juice 
Milk 


Breakfast Bars 
Fla-mango Smoothie 


Juice 
Milk 


Donuts 
Fresh Fruit 


Juice 
Milk 


Blueberry Muffins 
Fresh Fuit 


Juice 
Milk 


Biscuits and Gravy 
Fresh Fruit 


Juice 
Milk 


Stuffed French Toast 
Fresh Fruit 


Juice 
Milk 


Breakfast Pizza 
Fresh Fruit 


Juice 
Milk 


 


Mini Bagel Bites 
(Strawberry or Cinnamon) 


Fresh Fruit 
Juice 
Milk 


Pancakes 
Sausage  


Fresh Fruit 
Juice 
Milk 


Donuts 
Fresh Fruit 


Juice 
Milk 


 
No School 


 
No School 


 
No School 


 
No School 


Meals are subject to change due to availability of products. 
Daycare and Preschool will be provided a substitute when hot dogs, grapes and peanut butter are served. 


This institute is an equal opportunity provider. 


Cereal and Muffins 
Available Daily 


 
No School 


Churros 
(Apple or Raspberry) 


Fresh Fruit 
Juice 
Milk 


Breakfast Burrito 
Fresh Fruit 


Juice  
Milk 


Lemon or Pumpkin 
Bread 


Fresh Fruit 
Juice 
Milk 


Biscuits and Gravy 
Fresh Fruit 


Juice 
Milk 


 
No School 
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Corn Dogs 
Cheesy Broccoli 


Strawberries 
Chips 
Milk 


Hamburger on Bun 
French Fries 
Lime Pears 


Milk 


BBQ Pork Nachos 
Fiesta Beans 
Apple Crisp 


Milk 


Chicken Alfredo 
Garlic Biscuit 
Green Beans 
Strawberries 


Milk 


Beef and Cheese 
Pupusas 


Cauliflower 
Pineapple 


Milk 


Turkey Sandwich 
Chef Salad 


Cherry Tomatoes 
Bananas 


Milk 
 


BBQ Rib on Bun 
Tator Tots 


Mixed Berries 
Milk 


 


Chilli 
Cinnamon Roll 


Carrots 
Pears 
Milk 


Orange Chicken 
Rice 


Celery 
Oranges 


Milk 


Walking Taco 
Black Beans 


Peaches 
Milk 


Pizza – Elem. 
French Bread Pizza – MS/HS 


Broccoli 
Apples 


Milk 


Chicken Nuggets 
Mashed Potatoes & Gravy 


Corn 
Applesauce 


Milk 


All School Meal 
Hamballs 


Green Bean Casserole 
Strawberries 


Pineapple Pretzel Salad 
Roll and Milk 


 


 
No School 


 
No School 


 
No School 


 
No School 


Meals are subject to change due to availability of products. 
Daycare and Preschool will be provided a substitute when hot dogs, grapes and peanut butter are served. 


This institute is an equal opportunity provider. 


 
No School 


Chicken Strips 
Cooked Carrots 


Pears 
Milk 


 


Meatball Subs 
Pasta Salad 


Peas 
Mandarin Oranges 


Milk 


Soft Shell Tacos 
Cheese Stick 


Refried Beans 
Applesauce 


Milk 
 


Pizza Crunchers 
Corn 


Peaches 
Cookie 


Milk 


 
No School 


Maroonettes play first game of the season 


Halle White makes basket while being guarded by a Saint. Photo by Dalton Shadle


Cadance Shiflett landed a layup after maneuvering between two Saints. Photo by Dalton Shadle


Leading 
scorers


Claire Grace


Kylie Hubbard


Hailey Grandfield


Halle White
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CHRISTMAS MEAL
OPERATION  


FREE, 5-POUND PORK LOIN  
FOR LOCAL FAMILIES IN NEED


IS COMING
TO TOWN!


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2025
OSCEOLA


10 am -12 pm
Clarke County Fairgrounds


2070 W McLane St.
Osceola, IA 50213


AFTON
1 - 2 pm


Union County Fairgrounds
211 S Grace St. 
Afton, IA 50830


MOUNT AYR
3 - 4 pm


Ringgold County Fairgrounds  
2214 Hwy 169


Mount Ayr, IA 50854


FOLLOW IOWA SELECT FARMS ON SOCIAL MEDIA FOR EVENT UPDATES!


Ringgold County Soil 
and Water Conservation 
Poster Contest winners


Maggie Cameron - Division 1 Regional Contest Winner


Lincoln Gunsolley - Division 2 Regional Poster Contest 
Winner


Elizabeth Gunsolley - Division 3 Regional Poster Con-
test Winner AND Division 3 State Poster Contest Win-
ner


Diagonal Holds All-School Meal and games event 


Photo credit from Diagonal comunity schools facebook page. Diagonal Students enjoy a good meal and games 


Keep up with the local news.


SUBSCRIBE TODAY


641-464-2440 | staff@mtayrnews.com
122 W. Madison, Mount Ayr IA


YOUR local newspaper.





