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You guys get a unique opportunity this week
to read part of the mental and spiritual wrestling
I do on a weekly basis when writing a sermon.

I do not promise that wrestling will make for
good penmanship, but it will be different than
most pastors’ columns. Or so I think. I could be
quite wrong, and this could be a very ordinary
pastor’s column entry.

Nonetheless, as I wrestle with a difficult top-
ic that very few of us rebellious, independent
Americans enjoy — obedience — I must wrestle
with the definition of the word.

What is it? The Oxford Dictionary gives this
as a definition: “compliance with an order, request, or law” or “sub-
mission to another’s authority” This meaning gives no indication as
to whether the person obeying agreed with or understood the pur-

pose of the directive they obeyed.

Humor me as I tell you a story about my time at Basic Combat

Training a decade ago in Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri.

When you eat at the dining facility, you are required to drink two
full cups of fluid. Every soldier had to carry their two cups a certain
way. We had to hold our arms in front of our body, arms parallel to
the ground, cups in hand, knuckles of each finger touching the cor-
responding knuckles on the fingers of the other hand. Our elbows
were flared out to our sides. If you've ever done upright rows with a
barbell or kettlebell, think of the top position of that exercise.

Got a mental image of that? That’s how we carried our cups.
Sounds stupid? Sounds like we looked like a bunch of crayon-eat-
ers? We all thought it was ridiculous, but we obeyed without a sin-
gle clue as to what purpose this might serve. We simply knew that

drill sergeants.

our drill sergeants told us to, and we had a fear and respect for them
that superseded our egos. So, we obeyed. Not because we thought it
was worth our time. We obeyed because we were told to do so, and
we feared and respected (and by the end of the cycle, we loved) our

Do you have any idea where I'm going with this illustration? If
not, just wait, you'll understand soon enough. About two or three
weeks before graduation, we went to one of the most dangerous
ranges one will go through at basic training: the live grenade range.
When someone is carrying a live grenade, you want to know. It is
very vital to range safety that anyone with a live grenade is easily

identifiable from a distance.

Can you guess how we were forced to carry our grenades so that
we were easily identifiable on the range? We had to carry the gre-
nades like idiots — the same way we had carried our cups all cycle.
Nobody forgot how to hold their arms at the grenade range because
wed been doing it three times a day for six weeks, 126 times. This is
the reason obedience is so important. It makes good habits second

nature. But back to my question earlier.

What is obedience? I'd prefer to answer that question with anoth-
er question. Can you call yourself obedient if you need to know all
the details and understand the why behind everything you do before
choosing to obey? If youd rather not obey because you don't know
all the details, are you truly being obedient?

God rarely shows us the full picture before asking us to obey. He
simply tells us to do something, puts someone over us who wed
rather not obey, gives us a task we don't like, etc. He doesn’t explain
His reasoning. He just expects us to obey because we respect Him,
fear Him and love Him. We must obey God without having all the
answers. Would you tell God, “No. I won't obey you unless you tell

me why and explain all the details” I'd hope not.

What is obedience then? When God speaks, we ask Him for the
time and place, and we show up. That is obedience. An old Sergeant
First Class once told me, “There are only four things you need to do

to be successful in the Army. Show up at the right place at the right

time in the right uniform with the right attitude”

What church has God called you to? What job has He placed you
in? When the church has an event, and you feel called to be a part
of it, just show up ready to serve with a joyful and obedient heart.
When you go to work, and your boss tells you to do something, just
do it and do it well. Remember Colossians 3:23-34: “Whatever you

do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for hu-

man masters, 24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance
from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving”
“The fear of the Lord is the instruction of wisdom, and before
honor is humility” (Proverbs 15:33). Do you fear the Lord? Then
submit to and obey Him. This also means submitting to your gov-
ernment and the church leaders He has called to lead you. This

means obeying even when you don't see the destination.

Do you have certain prerequisites that must be met before you’ll
obey? If so, youre not being obedient. You're just casting in your lots
so long as it is mutually beneficial. That is not obedience. Obedi-
ence is Abraham taking Isaac up the mountain (Genesis 22). Obe-

dience is Ezekiel prophesying to Israel even after God told him they

wouldn’t listen (Ezekiel 3:7).

Obedience is Jesus going to the cross to die for people who hated
Him. Obedience is every Christian martyr who died for their faith.
So, the next time you don’t want to obey God, your boss, your fami-
ly, the government, etc., remember that God doesn't ask you to obey
if you feel like it. He just asks you to obey.
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