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“Our goal is to share the mes-
sage about these families and 
help people understand what 
we do,” he said. “We’d love peo-
ple to learn.”

 
CLOSING GAPS

Shayla Bee serves 10 north-
west Iowa counties. A map of 
served families shows a concen-
tration that drops off with dis-
tance from Spencer.

“There are families we know 
we’re missing,” Faulkner said. 
“We’re making a decision to fo-
cus on our area.”

Eighteen new families were 

served by the fund in 2024, 
down from peak years that 
reached 29. Faulkner sees few-
er nominations as a mixed bag.

“It’s wonderful at times not 
to get a lot of nominations,” he 
said. “No sick kids. But our job 
is to do a better job that people 
know we’re a resource.”

For 2026, expanding out-
reach in underserved parts of 
the 10-county area tops the pri-
ority list.

“We always accept money,” 
Faulkner said. “But more than 
that, we want to make sure as 
many people know about us, so 
we don’t miss a family.”

RECORDS

Beginning May 3rd, you may call to make an appointment to dispose of old oil based
paints, flammables, unwanted chemicals, poisons and fluorescent light bulbs at the
Hazardous Household Waste Facility. There is no charge to residents. There is a fee for
latex paint, however. Call us for methods to dry latex paint yourself.
Northern Plains Regional Collection Center is located at the
Spencer Transfer Station at 3101 W. 18th Street. 712-580-7277,
Hours are 8AM-Noon, Monday-Friday

Household Hazardous Waste

Northern Plains Regional Collection Center for Hazardous Household Materials 
will be reducing the hours of operation for the winter. Beginning January 1st 2026, we 
will be taking material by appointment only. To schedule an appointment to dispose 
of your Hazardous Materials please call 712-580-7270 or 580-7277. During this time, 
through the winter months, you may continue to drop off small quantities of Fluorescent 
tubes and CFLs at the Transfer Station. If you need emergency service this winter, 
please call 580-7270. We are scheduled to resume our regular hours in Spring of 
2026. Northern Plains Regional Collection Center is located at 3101 W. 18th Street.

Hazardous Household Waste

Drywall, Painting,Wallpapering, Siding, Small Construction, 
Cabinet & Countertop Installation, Total Remodels, 

Pressure Washing, Window & Door Installation, 
Tile Work,Window Treatment Installs, Build/Maintenance 

of Decks, or Any Small Jobs You Might Have

Lonnie Meister, Owner/Handyman
Call (712) 363-2489 for a free estimate

Meister’s
Handyman Services
No Job is Too Small

SPENCER PARK BOARD MEETING
Spencer Park Board meets Dec. 9 at 5 p.m. at City Hall. The agenda 
includes splash pad fundraising update; Stolley Park sign; ice skating 
update; holiday lighting; and the park director report.

IOWA LAKES BOARD MEETING
Iowa Lakes Community College Board of Trustees meets Dec. 9 in the 
Administration Building, 19 S. Seventh St., in Estherville. A work ses-
sion begins at 4 p.m. and the meeting follows at 4:30 p.m. Acceptance 
of election results; organization of the new board; nominations for 
board officers; appointment of committees; designation of deposito-
ries and signatories; resignations, new hires and contracts; a report on 
SMG/technology; a foundations report; the financial report; presiden-
tial and board reports; and trustee comments are on the agenda. 

SPECIAL SPENCER SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
Spencer Community Schools Board of Education will hold a special 
meeting Wednesday, Dec. 10, at 5 p.m., in the boardroom at the 
Central Office Building. The agenda is a meeting with legislators. 

MEETINGS

TUESDAY, DEC. 9
• Hy-Vee Bakery Bread — 9 a.m. 
Occasions, Spencer
• Spencer Chiro/Good Stuff 
Nutrition Grand Opening 
and Ribbon Cutting — 
9:30 a.m. 1025 Fifth Ave. 
SE Suite 2, Spencer
• Chair Exercise — 10:30 a.m. 
Occasions, Spencer
• Dinner Date — 11:45 a.m. 
Occasions, Spencer
• Bingo/500/Pool/Snooker — 
1 p.m. Occasions, Spencer
• ADA Council Meeting — 
5:15 p.m. Spencer Public 
Library Round Room, Spencer
• Spencer Girls Wrestling Club: 
Grades 3-8 — 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
SMS Wrestling Room

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 10
• Tai Chi — 10:30 a.m. 
Occasions, Spencer
• Dig In: Glenn Hendrickson and 
Father Paul Kelly — 11:45 a.m. 
Occasions, Spencer
• Canasta/Pool/Snooker — 
1 p.m. Occasions, Spencer
• Everly Hap Happy Hours — 
5 p.m. Hap Ketelsen 
Community Center

THURSDAY, DEC. 11
• Chair Exercise — 10:30 a.m. 
Occasions, Spencer
• Dinner Date — 11:45 a.m. 
Occasions, Spencer
• 500/Pinochle/Bingo/
Pool/Snooker — 1 p.m. 
Occasions, Spencer
• Free Community Meal — 
5-6:30 p.m. The 
Outreach, Spencer
• Spencer Table Tennis Club 
— 6:15-8:15 p.m. Spencer SDA 
Church Fellowship Hall
• Spencer Girls Wrestling Club: 
Grades 3-8 — 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
SMS Wrestling Room

FRIDAY, DEC. 12
• Coffee Klatch — 9 a.m. 
Occasions, Spencer
• Tai Chi — 9:30 a.m. 
Spencer Family YMCA
• Movie: “Jack Frost” — 
12:30 p.m. Occasions, Spencer
• Canasta/Pool/Snooker — 
1 p.m. Occasions, Spencer

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

ZELDA HAGEDORN
Funeral services are Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2025, 11 a.m., at Faith Lutheran Church, Spencer. Visitation is 5-7 

p.m. Monday, Dec. 8, at Faith Lutheran Church. Burial is in Dickens Cemetery. Warner Funeral Home is in 
charge of arrangements. Zelda Hagedorn passed away Tuesday, Dec. 2, 2025, at Spencer Hospital in Spencer.

FUNERAL NOTICE SHAYLA BEE CRAFT & BAKE SALE
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Fight Hunger
& Give the

Gift of News
during this Season of Good Cheer!

Fight Hunger
& Give the

Gift of News
during this Season of Good Cheer!
Bring at least  $15 worth of non-perishable food items to our office

Then you can purchase 

a one-year GIFT 

subscription to the 

newspaper for a family 

member, friend or even a 

stranger for just $53**RR$$5353****

The food items will be donated to local charitable organizations for distribution. 

You will receive a gift card to send to the recipient of your GIFT of news.

YOU WILL NEVER SEE A LOWER PRICE FOR THE REPORTER
and you have the chance to help those who are hungry have a better holiday season and beyond. 

Please join the staff of the Spencer Reporter in this effort!

** The recipient cannot be a current subscriber, or someone who has subscribed since July 1, 2025. If you (your household) haven’t subscribed to 
the Reporter since that date, you can give the subscription to yourself as long as you donate the $15 worth of non-perishable food items. 

There is no limit on the number of gift subscriptions as long as each is accompanied by the required amount of ood donations.
This promotion ends on Jan. 15, 2026. Office hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday
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DIG-IN FOR SOME HOLIDAY 
CHEER AT OCCASIONS
Occasions in Spencer is providing 
holiday cheer through its Dig-In 
programs at its senior meals 
on Wednesdays. If you want a 
lunchtime meal, you need to call 
on Tuesday by 1 p.m. to order it. 
The programs begin at 11:30 a.m. 
on Wednesdays. Dec. 10, Glenn 
Hendrickson and Fr. Kelly will be 
doing Christmas music. Dec. 17, 
the Spirit of Harmony Choir will 
perform. This group is a diverse 
community of singers who come 
together through their love of 
barbershop music and enjoy 
entertaining their audiences with 
their love of singing.

COMMUNITY BRIEF


