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Connie LaFoy

AUG. 3,1926 — NOV. 28, 2025

Connie LaFoy, 99, of Arnolds
Park passed away on Friday, Nov.
28, 2025, at Accura Healthcare
of Milford.

A celebration of life will be held
at 1:30 p.m. Saturday, June 20,
2026, at First Lutheran Church in
Milford. Burial will take place at
the Lake View Gardens Cemetery
in Okoboji. Arrangements are un-
der the direction of the Robin-
son Funeral Home in Spirit Lake.

Sarah Alice “Connie” Con-
way LaFoy, a woman whose life
spanned nearly a century of love,
dedication, and tireless action,
passed away peacefully on Nov.
29, 2025, shy of her 100th year,
when her big heart finally wore out. Born on Aug. 3, 1926, on a farm
near Fenton, Connie was the cherished daughter of Matt and Mina
Conway. She was the last surviving member of her generation.

Her marriage to the love of her life, Aubrey LaFoy, lasted an ex-
traordinary 77.5 years, making them the second-longest-married
couple in Iowa history. They met while attending college and were
married in March 1948.

If love had a face, it was Connie’s. She poured her love out without
measure — daughter, wife, mother, grandmother, great-grandmother,
and friend. She worried, cheered, protected, occasionally fussed, al-
ways forgave and never stopped loving. Neighbors, friends, employ-
ees at the nursing home and even strangers felt her warmth. Even in
death, she gave, donating her body to Mayo Clinic so future healers
might learn from the heart that served so well.

A true lifelong learner, Connie graduated from Emmetsburg High
School in 1944 and Iowa State Teachers College (now UNI) in 1949.
It was in college that dormitory friends shortened Conway (her last
name) to Connie, a name that fit her perfectly. She was also a ded-
icated member of Beta Sigma Phi for over 50 years, embodying the
sorority’s focus on friendship, learning, and philanthropy.

Her 33-year teaching career was a testament to her passion for ed-
ucation. She taught thousands of young people in elementary school,
serving as more than just a teacher — she was a mentor, a friend and
a guiding light. Her unique ability to connect with each child fos-
tered a love of learning that became her lasting legacy in the hearts
and minds of those she touched.

Summers belonged to Okoboji, where she and Aubrey joined the
Yacht Club; for 25 years, Connie served as Membership Chairman
and lovingly produced the annual directory. Retirement brought win-
ters in Mesa, Arizona, where she presided over the Computer Club,
taught classes, played ladies’ golf and, with Aubrey, co-chaired the
Moonlight Serenade Dance Club.

Travel called them, too — Holland in tulip season, Ireland’s green
hills, Caribbean blues, Alaskan wonders and most corners of Amer-
ica. Connie never lost her childlike curiosity; she always wanted to
know what lay over the next hill.

Through moves, seasons, joys
and setbacks, and, near the end,
serious health challenges, Connie
remained stubbornly optimistic.
She and Aubrey lived indepen-
dently as long as humanly possi-
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Spencer and Dickens firefighters
respond to report of gas leak Nov. 30

NICK LOWREY
News Editor
nlowrey@spencerdailyreporter.com

Firefighters from Spencer and
Dickens responded to multiple
reports of a gas leak in a Spen-
cer strip mall on Nov. 30.

According to Spencer Fire Chief
Jesse Coulson, reports started
coming in just before 3:30 p.m.
that occupants of the strip mall
at 700 W. 11th S. SW could smell
gas. In a news release, Coulson

said that Spencer firefighters were
dispatched to the incident at 3:31
p.m. A fire truck with five fire-
fighters arrived on scene at around
3:55 p.m. While en route, the fire-
fighters requested mutual aid from
the Dickens Fire Department. A
second Spencer fire truck with
two additional firefighters arrived
on scene at around 4:08 p.m. Sev-
en firefighters from Dickens also
responded to the scene.

Upon their arrival at the sin-
gle-story strip mall, Spencer fire-
fighters began investigating the
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ble, and even when that was no
longer possible, she believed —
until her very last day — that she
would rally again. Even after set-
backs, her optimism and determi-
nation to recover were an inspi-
ration to all who knew her. Her
hopeful attitude and sheer will to
“get better” were a powerful re-
flection of her indomitable spirit.

Connie was also blessed with
a green thumb; her meticulous
plants and vibrant blooms were
the envy of the neighborhood. She
always knew the tricks for grow-
ing both flowers and succulents.

Connie is survived by her devot-
ed husband, Aubrey; her three sons,
Randy (Margaret), Ray (Marilee),
and Carl (Lisa); seven grandchil-
dren: Max (Katrina), Nick, Jacque
(Mandy), Rod, Becca (Greg), Son-
ja, and Ed and four great-grand-
children. She is also survived by
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her grand-dog, Tilly (Sonjas), and
her precious friend, Kris, who was
with her until the very end.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily suggests memorial gifts to
the Okoboji Yacht Club Sailing
School, First Lutheran Church
(Milford), or the Milford Edu-
cation Foundation.

A joyful celebration of life
will be held at 1:30 p.m. Satur-
day, June 20, at First Lutheran
Church in Milford. In honor of
Connie’s bright spirit, please wear
vibrant, happy colors — the col-
ors of rainbows and her beloved
gardens. The family kindly re-
quests no black or white.

Connie LaFoy didnt just live
99 years — she lived them beau-
tifully, fully, and with a heart wide
open. The world is softer, kind-
er and far more colorful because
she was here.
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The trustees for Drainage Dis-
trict 37 meet Thursday, Dec. 4, at
9 a.m., at the Clay County Ad-
ministration Building. The agen-
da includes winter repairs, the
Iowa Drainage District Associ-
ation meeting, review of carbon
pipelines and election of a trustee.
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units where the gas odor had
been reported. Coulson said fire-
fighters used multiple gas detec-
tors to assess interior conditions.
Fire crews also established a pe-
rimeter and conducted a rooftop
inspection to rule out external or
mechanical sources. Black Hills
Energy and the property owner
arrived on scene during the in-
vestigation. However, no hazard-
ous conditions were identified,
and the property was released to
Black Hills Energy and the own-
er at about 5:09 p.m.

For information call Ben Hollesen « 712-253-5779
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

TUESDAY, DEC. 2

« Hy-Vee Bakery Bread — 9 a.m.
Occasions, Spencer

« Chair Exercise — 10:30 a.m.
Occasions, Spencer

«Dinner Date —11:45a.m.
Occasions, Spencer
«Bingo/500/Pool/Snooker — 1 p.m.
Occasions, Spencer

« Spencer Area Visually Impaired/
Blind Self-Help Group — 1:30 p.m.,
Spencer Public Library ICN Room

« Spencer Girls Wrestling Club:
Grades 3-8 — 6:30-7:30 p.m. SMS
Wrestling Room

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 3

« Tai Chi — 10:30 a.m. Occasions

« Canasta/Pool/Snooker — 1 p.m.
Occasions, Spencer

« Everly Hap Happy Hours — 5 p.m.
Hap Ketelsen Community Center

THURSDAY, DEC. 4

« Chair Exercise — 10:30 a.m.
Occasions, Spencer

«Dinner Date — 11:45 a.m.
Occasions, Spencer
+500/Pinochle/Bingo/Pool/
Snooker — 1 p.m. Occasions

« Free Community Meal — 5-6:30
p.m. The Outreach, Spencer

« Spencer Table Tennis Club — 6:15-
8:15 p.m. Spencer SDA Church
Fellowship Hall

« Spencer Girls Wrestling Club:
Grades 3-8 — 6:30-7:30 p.m. SMS
Wrestling Room

+ SCT Senior Theatre: “It'sa
Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play”
— 7:30 p.m. SCT Playhouse
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