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Parts of Spencer’s waste and 
stormwater collection systems 
date back to the 1950s and ’60s. 
The wastewater treatment plant, 
meanwhile, was built in 1975 and 
had been expected to reach the 
end of its useful lifespan by 2030. 
The 2024 flood and the damage 
it caused shortened the wastewa-
ter treatment plant’s lifespan, and 
the city is facing an estimated $55 
million bill to modernize the plant. 
The City Council raised Spencer’s 
base sewer service rates beginning 
on Oct. 1 to start building a cash 
reserve to pay at least some of the 
sewer project’s costs upfront and 
save money on interest.

The flood also likely damaged 
the city’s sanitary and stormwa-
ter collection systems, Robinson 
said, but the extent of the damage 
is unknown. The study of the sew-
er system and wastewater treat-

ment plant, which began the week 
of Sept. 29 with smoke testing of 
sewers, will provide a detailed re-
port of needed repairs and a more 
exact cost estimate for the waste-
water plant overhaul.

Robinson said a flow meter 
study will be conducted in the 
spring, when Spencer’s sewer sys-
tem sees peak flows, to help de-
termine its existing capacity. An-
other part of the infrastructure 
study involves examining future 
needs, as well as determining the 
best ways to accommodate indus-
trial, commercial, and residential 
growth. All told, the study is ex-
pected to take up to 18 months 
to complete fully.

Robinson said. “We want to 
make good decisions for the next 
30, 40, 50 years.”

The infrastructure sewer infra-
structure study is also set to play 
a pivotal role in shaping how the 
community pursues economic de-
velopment for decades to come. 
For example, Spencer is expected 

to have access to tens of millions 
of dollars to build new housing as 
part of the federally funded, state-
managed Community Develop-
ment Block Grant-Disaster Recov-
ery (CDBG-DR) program, which 
is currently being developed in re-
sponse to the 2024 flood.

Robinson said the study of 
Spencer’s sewer systems will pro-
vide the critical data needed to 
identify, justify and prioritize proj-
ects eligible for disaster recovery 
funding.

“To be able to write a good DR 
project, we have to have the study 
results,” Robinson said.

Federal CDBG-DR funds, 
which are allocated to help com-
munities recover from disasters 
and build future resilience, re-
quire detailed project propos-
als backed by engineering stud-
ies and cost estimates. Robinson 
explained that the results of the 
infrastructure study will directly 
inform which projects the city 
pursues, from flood mitigation to 

new housing developments. Rob-
inson said the city is also work-
ing to ensure it is ready to submit 
high-quality applications as soon 
as the state opens the CDBG-DR 
program for project applications.

“Our goal is to be able to sub-
mit quality projects at the earli-
est time window allowed by the 
state,” Robinson noted.

He expects community engage-
ment to be a critical part of the 
CDBG-DR process, with town 
hall meetings and listening ses-
sions planned to gather input on 
project priorities. Much of the 
housing built with CDBG-DR 
funds must be reserved for low- 
to moderate-income residents.

While the process is expected 
to take several years, city officials 
are optimistic that the result will 
be a more resilient, efficient and 
forward-looking Spencer.

“It’s a long process,” Robinson 
said, “but it’s one that will ben-
efit the community for genera-
tions to come.”

SEWER STUDY
From Page 1A

Vaquero Painting

Alfonso Jessie Vaquero
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wishes to thank all those who sent flowers, 
donations to St. Luke Lutheran Home and other 

excellent organizations, and the many fine 
tributes to her life. Special thanks to the 

staff of St. Luke for their wonderful care, 
Pastor Shazzy and all at First Congregational 
Church and her many friends and neighbors.

The family of 

Ina Faye Underwood FallAtte
ntion kids of all ages

Saturday, Oct. 4th
9am - 3pm
Southeast Spencer
(1 block S. of St. Luke Nursing Home) 

at Gary’s Gardens

Proceeds going to 
provide food to 
people in need

Free Will Offering BAKE BAKE SALE SALE 

18TH
ANNUAL

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

Bundle home & auto today

Chat, text or stop by.
It's called service.

Craig Neiderheiser, Agent

115 Grand Ave
Spencer, IA 51301-4224

Bus: 712-580-3070
claycountycraig.com
       
        

Neiderheiser Insurance Agency Inc

24 – 4th Street SE, Spencer
KEN & JULIE SANDVIG

Office Hours: 
Mon – Fri: 10:00 – 5:00

Saturday: 
by appointment only

Introducing our new sales consultant

QUALITY MONUMENTS, AFFORDABLE PRICES

712-346-0048

W W W . S O U T H S I D E M O N U M E N T S L L C . C O M

R Y A N  M O R A N C . 7 1 2 - 2 6 0 - 0 9 9 7

WE ARE  HERE  RE ADY  TO 
WORK  W I TH  YOU  TO  BU I LD 
THE  PERFEC T  MONUMEN T

KEN & JULIE SANDVIG

GIVE RYAN A CALL OR STOP BY!

SPENER CAMPUS 
Snow Removal Services
Iowa Lakes Community College is accepting 

bids for snow removal services, including 
plowing of the parking lots, and around the dorms. 

Proof of insurance is required. 
FOR BID SPECIFICATIONS, CONTACT:

Mike A. Olson • Ph: 712-298-0329
Email: maolson@iowalakes.edu

IOWA LAKES COMMUNITY COLLEGE is accepting
applications for a Veterinary Technician Program
Coordinator/Instructor on the Emmetsburg Campus.
Primary responsibilities are to coordinate the program
and to teach a full-time assignment of classes face to
face or over other virtual modalities as defined by the
College. Licensed Veterinarian with 6,000 hours of recent
and relevant work experience preferred. Prior teaching
experience at the postsecondary level preferred. Salary
commensurate with education and related experience
for a 219-day contract. Paid sick and personal leave.
Employee health, dental, and vision insurance. Partially
funded family insurance available. Employee life and
disability insurance. Retirement package. Position open
until filled. Review of applications will begin immediately.
View complete job description and application at
www.iowalakes.edu/employment. Contact Lynn Miller
at lmmiller@iowalakes.edu or 712-362-0409. Iowa Lakes
Community College, Human Resources, 19 S. 7th St.,
Estherville, IA 51334. EEO/AA Employer

PROPOSAL DEADLINE: OCTOBER 10TH

REQUEST FOR BIDS

 AROUND THE AREA

of Spencer, the Iowa Economic 
Development Authority, Homes 
for Iowa and the Faster Horses 
Flood Relief effort following last 
year’s weather event and dona-
tions from the public.

“Together, these partners have 
helped us take meaningful steps 
forward in Spencer’s long-term 
recovery from the devastating 
2024 floods,” Bjornstad said.

Bjornstad indicated, as with 
every Habitat project, organiz-
ers are actively inviting volun-

teers from Spencer and the sur-
rounding communities to lend 
a hand.

“Whether it’s helping with 
decking, landscaping or gener-
al construction tasks, every con-
tribution of time makes a dif-
ference,” he said. “We have been 
deeply moved by the generosity 
and support already shown here 
in Spencer, and we are sincerely 
grateful for the way people have 
stepped forward.”

The regional Habitat for Hu-
manity can be reached at 363-
3479 or northwestiowahabitat@
gmail.com for volunteer infor-
mation.

out in early October, providing 
landowners with sufficient time 
to consider their involvement.

The county supervisors, for 
their part, emphasized the need 
to maintain confidentiality re-
garding specific landowner iden-

tities until outreach letters are 
formally distributed. They also 
stressed the importance of co-
ordinating with the county’s 
conservation board and rele-
vant state agencies to ensure all 
stakeholders are included. Board 
members agreed to review the 
outreach letter and provide feed-
back within a week of the Sept. 
30 meeting.

ad valorem property tax for 
the purposes of creation and 
maintenance of a stable reve-
nue stream for the purpose of 
funding its essential emergency 
medical services in Clay Coun-
ty including but not limited to, 
ambulance service, personnel 
and equipment.

Audience members and the 
community will be allowed to 

submit questions for the candi-
dates — answerable by each one 
in the council and mayoral elec-
tions — in advance by sending 
them to rcauthron@spencerdai-
lyreporter.com or writing them 
down at the event.

No seat saving or candidate 
signs will be allowed in coun-
cil chambers. Both SMU Chan-
nel 2 and KICD 1240/102.5 will 
carry the event live.

The election is scheduled for 
Tuesday, Nov. 4, and includes 
city and school board elections.
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COREY’S, WEASY’S DONATE TO UDMO

Corey’s Auto Detailing donated $1,456.19 raised during its 11th 
anniversary celebration to Upper Des Moines Opportunity. Wea-
sy’s provided lunch with a freewill donation at the celebration 
on Saturday, June 28. (Photo submitted)

Rodders host local Swap Meet Oct. 12

The 29th annual Clay County 
Rodders Swap Meet is set for Sun-
day, Oct. 12, at the Clay County 
Fairgrounds. Gates open bright 
and early at 7 a.m., rain or shine. 
This long-running automotive 
and transportation swap meet 

brings together enthusiasts, ven-
dors and collectors from across 
the region. Visitors can expect 
to find a wide variety of automo-
tive parts, accessories, tools and 
treasures.

General admission is $5 at the 

gate — children under 12 are free 
with a paid adult admission. Spec-
tators are asked to enter through 
Gate C on Fourth Avenue West.

Vendors are welcome, with out-
side spaces available for $25 each 
and indoor spaces for $35 each. 

Vendor setup will take place from 
2-5 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 11, or be-
ginning at 7 a.m. Sunday. Vendors 
should enter through the north 
gate off West 18th Street.

Concessions will be available 
throughout the day.
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