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TODAY — Partly sunny, with a high near 83. East southeast

TONIGHT — A chance of showers and thunderstorms.
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 65. East southeast wind
5to 10 mph. Chance of precipitation is 30%.
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Spencer student heads to ISSDC

Lair to represent
lowa in worldwide
event to develop
settlement

MAUREEN MCDERMOTT
Staff Writer

Four months ago, Mark Lair
received an email stating that he
had been selected to compete
in the International Space Set-
tlement Design Competition at
the Kennedy Space Center in Ti-
tusville, Florida. Lair will be trav-
eling to Florida on Friday, July
25, where he will compete against
high school students from around
the world in a challenge to design
a hypothetical space settlement.
The competition is scheduled to
wrap on July 30.

ISSDC is an event that invites
high school students from all over
the world to compete using skills
in STEM, problem-solving, criti-
cal thinking, teamwork and cre-
ativity. He is feeling both excit-
ed and nervous about the inter-
national competition.

“It’s a little bit of both. It’s like
excitement, but also anxiety;” Lair
said.

As far as the participant knows,
Lair is the only student from Iowa
going to the international compe-
tition. There will be a maximum
of 192 participants from about 20
countries at ISSDC.

“The last one I went two nights
without sleep, and this one’s sup-
posed to be longer, so I'll prepare
for that,” he said.

In February, Lair and six oth-
er Spencer High School students
went to Houston, Texas, for the
Central Space Design Compe-
tition. Four hundred students
from the central time zone were
at the competition. When they
arrived, all the participants were
split into four companies to com-
pete against each other, each giv-
en an RFP from the judges and a
book of criteria that they had to
meet. For the project, the judg-
es asked students to design and
present a plan for a settlement for
humans on Mars.

“It was kind of like building
an airport on Mars,” Lair said. “It
was a place where ships and peo-
ple had to be able to come and
leave. In this situation, the judges
played the role of a customer ask-
ing a company to create a space
settlement for them.”

Within their companies, the
students had to divide themselves
into four subgroups for the proj-
ect: automation, human resourc-
es, structural and operations.

“I went for operations,” he said.
“I'had to have a really long debate
with another kid on why I should
get to lead the operations group,
and I eventually did end up get-
ting voted into that”

Lair’s group had a NASA engi-
neer working closely with them.

“I got to talk with him about the
hypotheticals and ideas in what
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{27 FOR SALE

Offered for sale is approximately 16.74
acres located just south of Blue Wing
Marsh public access near Lost Island Lake.

LOT ACROSS FROM LOST
ISLAND LAKE HAS SO MUCH POTENTIAL!

There is currently a wonderful building on the
property to solve all of your storage needs!
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Spencer High School student Mark Lair worked on his group’s pro-
posal at the Space Settlement Design Competition in Houston dur-
ing the school year. (Photos submitted)

we were making,” Lair said.

From the competition, he felt
he was able to understand what
working for an engineering com-
pany would be like.

“I definitely learned about the
structure of engineering compa-
nies that they were basing it off of,
and the stress that certain dead-
lines can apply to people and how
they have to work well as a group
even when there’s such a close
deadline coming up,” Lair said.

The students started working in
their groups on Friday afternoon
and had to present their proposal
on Saturday morning. The judges
selected the winning group based
on whose design best met the re-
quirements and if their presenta-
tion could demonstrate that.

The Spencer senior’s group won
the competition. Out of the 100
students from the winning group,
the judges voted on 12 to move
on to the international level. A
month after the competition, Lair
received an email saying that he

was selected to move on to the
international competition.

“I was really nervous about that
for the time in between the com-
petition and finding out that I got
to go to the final one,” he said.

Throughout the competition,
the judges observed the students
while working on their projects.

“It’s not entirely based on lead-
ership positions; it's more based
on how much you're actually help-
ing, how efficiently you're doing
your task, whether you're commu-
nicating properly, and how much
you contribute,” Lair said.

A senior at Spencer High
School, he is in the gifted pro-
gram at school and enjoys his cal-
culus classes. After graduation, he
is thinking about going to Grin-
nell, Buena Vista University or
Iowa State University.

“My dream job would be flying
aircraft in the military, but possi-
bly aerospace engineering for an
alternative,” Lair said. “I'm really
interested in planes”
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THE COMFORTABLE PLACE BY THE WATER THAT YOU'VE
BEEN DREAMING OFF - ALL AT AN AFFORDABLE PRICE!

Use the property yourself or
think vacation rental or VRBO!

MODERN COUNTRY LIVING WITH LAKE VIEWS &
ROOM TO ROAM - 5 BED, 3 BATH ON 3.22 ACRES

Discover the perfect blend of comfort,
space, and recreation at this newer
home near Lost Island Lake.

NICK BJORNSTAD
712-339-0580

Club members show talent
at 4-H Achievement Fair

%

“It’s truly one of my favorite days for fair prep. It’s a great way for the kids to show us what they’ve
learned,” — Clay County Youth Coordinator Jenna Steffen. (Photos submitted)

Clay County 4-H hosted its
Achievement Fair July 23 at the
4-H Exhibit Building at the Clay
County Fair. The Achievement
Fair is considered the “Fair Be-
fore the Fair” for all nonlivestock
projects. It allows projects and

events to be judged and selected
to advance to the Iowa State Fair.
“It’s truly one of my favorite
days for fair prep,” County Youth
Coordinator Jenna Steffen said.
“It’s a great way for the kids to
show us what they’ve learned”

TIRED

OF SCHEDULING YOUR VEHICLE
REPAIRS A MIONTH OR TWO OUT,
EVEN JUST FOR AN OIL CHANGE
OR OTHER ROUTINE MAINTENANCE
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WEe’RE HERE FOR
YOU WITH PROMPT
PRroFessionAL
SERVICE

AND IF You
NEED ONE, WE
HAVE LOANER CARS
AVAILABLE!
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Area 4-H youth entered proj-
ects in categories of static exhib-
its, communications and cloth-
ing. The projects are conference-
judged so that youth can explain
their projects and share what
they’ve learned to the judges.
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Automotive Repair - 1806 Okoboji Ave. Milford, IA

712.338 6198

www.milfordautocareia.com

NOW OFFERING oON PARTS & LABOR AS LONG

LIFETIME
WARRANTY'

*Restrictions Apply

AS YOU OWN THE VEHICLE!

This will cover parts and labor as long as you own the vehicle.
NO ONE in the area offers this type of service. We want to make
sure everyone we service can have a stress-free driving experience.




