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PASTOR’S COLUMN

Bear (all of) one another’s burdens

“Bear one another’s burdens,
and so fulfill the law of Christ”
Some of us read this text from
Galatians 6 in worship last
Sunday. The “law of Christ;
according to Jesus when asked
what was the greatest com-
mandment, included loving
others as we love ourselves.
Bearing one another’s burdens
is a broad category, and in context, it is actual-
ly about restoring people who have brought shame
upon themselves. But there is no reason not to ex-
pand this “bearing” to helping one another in gen-
eral, and having compassion on people who feel
the burden of judgment by other people. After all,
Jesus included these in his teachings about how we
treat one another, i.e. love each other.

He also asks us to love our enemies and pray
for them. Tough to do, right? These days we tend
to make enemies too easily, including but not
limited to those whose views differ from ours.
Much has been said about that already.

Here's a question to ponder. If Jesus wants us

DEB
MECHLER

to love people whom we identify as enemies,
wouldn't he also want us to love and pray for peo-
ple we simply do not understand? That's a big cat-
egory, at least for me. But today I want to narrow
that group to people whose identity or sexuality we
do not understand. There has been a lot of debate
about this in the church. What would happen if we
decided to be curious about people we do not un-
derstand instead of judging or dismissing them?

would like to give the remainder of my space
today to help people understand what trans-
gender and others in the LGBTQ+ community
might ask of us. Not all are asking for approval,
according to Lain Vasquez, a “queer youth” as she
calls herself. Her essay appeared in June in the
Reformed Journal blog. Please prayerfully con-
sider her perspective. I offer it to you, with their
permission, as a way of helping us all care for
each other, “and so fulfill the law of Christ”

“My siblings in Christ, please also do your best
to use the pronouns people ask you to use and
do your best to call people by the name they pre-
fer even if it differs from the name that was given
to them at birth.

“I understand that some of you believe that gen-
der variance is best understood as a consequence
of the Fall and may feel uncomfortable using femi-
nine pronouns for a person who appears to mostly
possess masculine physical traits or using mascu-
line pronouns for a person who appears to mostly
possess feminine physical traits.

“You may believe using their preferred pro-
nouns would cause these individuals to mistak-
enly assume that you have an affirming theolog-
ical view of gender variance. However, very few
folks who are transgender will automatically as-
sume this of people who use the pronouns they
prefer. It is much more likely that they will sim-
ply feel respected and understood and feel like
you genuinely care about their well-being.

“Please understand that people aren’t asking
you to use certain pronouns for them as a theo-
logical litmus test. The primary reasons why
most persons who identify as transgender ask
others to use different pronouns for them are be-
cause 1) using other pronouns causes them to ex-
perience a sense of psychological distress and 2)
this exacerbates feelings of gender dysphoria they

are already dealing with. Although you may feel
discomfort, using their preferred pronouns puts
the person you are addressing at ease. (Gender
dysphoria refers to feelings of significant discom-
fort or distress that a person may experience aris-
ing from a persistent or strong sense of mismatch
or incongruence between their gender-identi-

ty, sex assigned at birth, and/or primary and sec-
ondary sex characteristics APA).

“Moreover, not everyone you think is trans-
gender or a certain sex may actually be transgen-
der or that sex. Many cisgender persons are as-
sumed to be transgender or a different sex sim-
ply because they don’t look the way others have
been socially conditioned to expect or because
they have an androgynous appearance. (Cisgen-
der refers to someone whose gender-identity cor-
responds to their birth sex.)”

“So, please use the preferred pronouns (and
names) of everyone you encounter as a way of
demonstrating hospitality and compassion”

There you have it. Some ideas about loving one
another to think about. Be at peace, and serve
the Lord.
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Rev. Nicholas Hanges,
Senior Pastor

1410 W. 18th St.
712-262-6292
foundationspencer.com

- Sunday School K-12,9 a.m.
- Sunday Prayer/
Fellowship,9a.m.

- Sunday Worship, 10 a.m.
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- Wednesday Prayer,
6:30 p.m.
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CHURCH OF CHRIST

Trinity United Church
of Christ, Hartley

140 N. Fifth Ave.
712-728-2889

CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

+lgnite: 6:30 p.m.
«SaltYouth: 7:15 p.m.

CrossWinds

Church, Spencer

Campus Rev. Jordan Gowing
Rev. Dr. Kurt Trucksess

1900 Grand Ave, Suite A
712-584-3151
spencer@crosswinds.tv

« Sunday Worship,
8:30a.m.and 10:15a.m.

FIRST CHRISTIAN

Spencer Family

Church, Spencer

Rev. Larry Neiderhiser
905 Fifth St. SW
712-262-7298
spencerfamilychurch.org
+ Sunday Worship, 10:30 a.m.
« Sunday Kid’s Church,
10:30a.m.

«Wednesday Life

Group, 7 p.m.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-Day
Saints, Spencer

1701 W. 11th St.
712-262-6172

«Sunday Sacrament
Meeting, 10 a.m.

+ Sunday School; Primary and
Youth Meetings, 11:10 a.m.

+ Sunday Men’s Priesthood
Meeting and Women'’s Relief
Society, 12:10 p.m.

CONGREGATIONAL

Grace Congregational
Church, Greenville

Rev. Tonna Parsons
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EPISCOPAL
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Rev. Beth Preston

120 W. Fourth St.
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Rev. Carolyn Tuttle
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712-336-1117
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All Saints Episcopal
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Rev. Stacey Gerhart
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712-202-6624

« Sunday Eucharist, 10 a.m.
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Free Church, Linn Grove
« Sunday Worship, 9:30 a.m.
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(Disciples of Christ)
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915 Fourth Ave. SW
712-262-2945

+ Sunday Service, 9:30 a.m.
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL

First Congregational
Church, Peterson
712-295-7150

+ Sunday Worship, 8:45a.m.
« Sunday School, 10 a.m.

First Congregational
Church, Spencer

Rev. Shazzy Britz

1212 First Ave. W.
712-262-4392
+Worship, 10:30 a.m.
Livestream on YouTube

LUTHERAN

Hope Lutheran

Church, Everly

Rev. Dan Taylor

206 N. Washington St.
712-834-2767

+ Sunday Worship 10 a.m.
« Sunday School and
Adult Education,9a.m.
Services livestreamed on
YouTube at “Hope Lutheran
Church — Everly, IA”

Lost Island Lutheran
Church, Graettinger

Rev. Peter Morlock
«Sunday Service, 8:45a.m.
« Fellowship, 9:45a.m.

+ Sunday School, 10 a.m.

St. Paul’s Evangelical
Lutheran, Hartley

Rev. Christopher Nitzel
60 N. Central Ave.
712-728-2711

« Sunday Worship, 9 a.m.
« Sunday School 10 a.m.
« Fellowship, 10:30 a.m.
« Confirmation, 11 a.m.

« ChoirPractice, 11a.m.

Harborof Joy Lutheran
Church, Milford

Rev. Tim Voth

1204 L Ave.
712-338-2355

+ Sunday Fellowship,

9:30a.m.
+ Sunday School, 8:30 a.m.
« Sunday Worship, 9:30 a.m.

First Lutheran
Church, Milford
1525 Three Cross Road
Rev. Perry Aalgard,
Senior Pastor

Rev. Brian Jack,
Associate Pastor
712-338-4514
3cross.org

« Sunday Worship,
8:30a.m.and1la.m.
« Sunday Fellowship,
9:30a.m.

« Education/Sunday
School, 9:45a.m.

Bethlehem Lutheran
Church, Royal

Rev. Dr. Mark F. Wilms

207 Church St.
712-933-2229

« Sunday Worship, 9:30 a.m.

Zion Lutheran

Church, Ruthven

Rev. Eric Patten

« Sunday Service, 9:30 a.m.
« Sunday Fellowship,
10:30a.m.

First Lutheran Church,
Sioux Rapids

Rev. Tonna Parsons

« Sunday Worship, 9 a.m.

Bethany Lutheran
Church-ELCA, Spencer
15W. 14th St.
712-262-2327
bethluthspencer.com
«Worship,9a.m.

Christ the King Lutheran
Church, Spencer

Rev. Michael McGinley

500 Fourth Ave. SW
712-262-2244

+ Sunday Worship, 9 a.m.

« Bible Study and Sunday
School, 10:30 a.m.

« Services on Facebook, 9 a.m.
Podcast” released Sundays

Faith Lutheran

Church, Spencer

Rev. Ben Unseth

2912 Highway Blvd.
712-580-4316

« Sunday Worship, 9 a.m.

« Sunday School, 10:30 a.m.
Services are streamed
onYouTube

flespencer.org

First English Lutheran
Church, Spencer

Rev. Paul Kaldahl
1311E. 18th St.
712-262-5598
spencer-church.com

« Divine Worship, also
broadcast on 1240 AM
and 102.5FM, 8a.m.

« Fellowship,9a.m.

« Child carein the nursery,
9:15a.m.toNoon

« Sunday School,9:30 a.m.
«Bible Class, 9:40 a.m.

+ Divine Worship, 10:45 a.m.
« Communion on first

and third Sundays.
Services & Bible Class
livestreamed via website

Riverview Terrace
Chapel, Spencer
1501 St. Luke Drive
712-262-5932

« Sunday Worship,
10:45a.m.

St. Luke Home and
Services, Spencer

Rev. Perry DeGroot

1301 St. Luke Drive
712-262-5931

« St. Luke Lutheran Home
Worship, 10 a.m.

« Riverview Terrace
Worship, 10:45 a.m.

Trinity Lutheran

Church, Spencer

Rev. Renae Behrends

900 11th Ave. W.
712-262-1287

« Sunday Worship, 9:30 a.m.

METHODIST

River’sEdge

Church, Spencer

Rev. Tim B. Frasher
Pastor Joseph Leggett
701E. 18th St.
712-580-3013

« Sunday School,9a.m.

« Sunday Worship, 10 a.m.

NONDENOMINATIONAL

Faith Community

Church, Milford

805 Okoboji Ave.

Rev. Jennifer Hesebeck
faithcommunitymilford.com
fcc@milfordcomm.net

+ Sunday Worship, 10:30 a.m.

The New Light of

the Lakes Friends

Church, Okoboji

+ Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.

+ Sunday Service, 10:30 a.m.
« Group Bible Study, 5 p.m.

Living Word Outreach
Ministries, Spencer

Rev. Barb Dean, Lead Pastor
Rev. Mark Feauto,
Associate Pastor

905 10th Ave SE
712-262-9545
livingwordspencer.org

+ Sunday Worship, 10 a.m.
« Livestream id also
available on the website,
Facebook and YouTube.

Spirit Life Fellowship,
Spirit Lake

Rev. Eric Holdeman

2504 Enterprise Ave.
712-336-0114

+Sunday School,9a.m.

+ Sunday Worship, 10 a.m.

RZJpEL’s

GARDEN CENTER

For everything that
grows and blooms.

262-4912 - 262-4917

SPENCER
READY MIX

Concrete when, where
and how you want it

262-5690

CALL

TODAY TO

MIDWESTERN
MECHANICAL, INC.
PLuMmBING & HEATING

FIRE PROTECTION
SERVICE, RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
712-262-1206 * Fax (712) 262-1209
3905 4th Ave. W. » Spencer, IA 51301
See you in church on Sunday.

South Ridge Heights
(Apartments for Rent)

The Highlands

(712) 262-5404
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(712) 260-1950

Promoting Independence & Security

(Independent Suites)

Riverview Terrace
(Assisted Living)
X, (712) 262-5932

St. Luke Lutheran Home
(Skilled Care Center)
(712) 262-5931

JCL

Janitor’s Closet, Ltd.

SOLUTIONS

Spencer, IA - Sioux Falls, SD - Yankton, SD

502 Southmoor Drive * Spencer

262-8300

SUBSCRIBE

712.262.6610

Maple Grove Church

of God, Sutherland

Rev. Michael Hyde

« Sunday Worship, 9:30 a.m.
+ Sunday Fellowship,
10:30a.m.

+Sunday School, 11 a.m.

PENTECOSTAL

Faith Pentecostal

Church, Spencer

1700 11th Ave. SW
712-262-3368
fpcspencer.com

Rev. Brad Wallace

Rev. Dale Hodges

+ Sunday Worship, 10:30 a.m.
+Wednesday Bible

Study, 6:30 p.m.

REFORMED

Good News Community
Church, Okoboji

Rev. Brandon Morrow
1010 Julia St.
712-332-5698

+ Sunday Worship Services,
9a.m.and 10:45a.m.

« Fellowship. 10:15a.m.

Hope Church, Spencer
Pastor James Runcorn
919 Grand Ave.
712-262-3016

+ Sunday Worship,
8:30a.m., 10:45a.m.

« Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST

Seventh Day Adventist
Church, Spencer

1910 10th Ave. E.
712-262-5766

« Saturday Sabbath

School, 9:45a.m.

« Saturday Worship, 11 a.m.

UNITED METHODIST

Calvary United
Methodist Church,
Arnolds Park

Rev. Chris St. Clair

209 N. Okoboji Grove Road
712-332-2447

« Saturday Worship, 6 p.m.
« Sunday Lakeshore
Worship, 7:30 a.m.

+ Sunday Worship, 9 a.m.

Dickens United Methodist
Church, Dickens

Rev. Donna Gray

+ Sunday Worship, 9 a.m.

United Methodist
Church, Everly

Rev. Michael Eeten

301 N. Ocheyedan
712-834-2501

« Sunday Worship, 9 a.m.

Community United
Methodist Church,

Gillett Grove

Rev. Donna Gray

+ Sunday Worship, 10:15a.m.

PROVIDING YOU WITH ALL THE BEST IN NEWS, SPORTS,

CLASSIFIEDS, PUBLIC NOTICES AND MORE!

United Methodist
Church, Hartley

361 Eighth Ave.
712-928-2649

« Sunday Church
School/Confirmation
Classes, 9:30 a.m.

+ Sunday Worship
Service, 10:30a.m.

United Methodist
Church, Langdon
Rev. Chris St. Clair
« Sundayin-house
and Facebook Live
Worship, 11 a.m.

First United Church,
Sioux Rapids

Rev. Dr. Mike Currier

Rev. Karen Currier

+ Sunday Worship, 9:30 a.m.
Church of Christ, Spencer
Contact Jeff Cookinham
1304 St. Luke Drive
712-262-2294

+ Sunday Worship,

10:30 a.m.

« Sunday Bible Study,
11:15a.m.

First United Methodist
Church, Peterson

Rev. Tyler Thomsen

103 E. Third St.

« Sunday Worship, 9:15 a.m.
« Sunday Fellowship,
10.15a.m.

« Sunday School, 10:30 a.m.

First United Methodist
Church, Royal

Rev. John Battern

408 Church St.
712-933-2489

« Sunday Worship, 9 a.m.

United Methodist, Ruthven
Rev. Kris Hackbart
« Sunday Worship, 10 a.m.

First United Church,
Sioux Rapids
« Sunday Worship, 10 a.m.

Grace United Methodist
Church, Spencer

Rev. Michael Slininger

311 Second Ave. W.
712-262-5970

« Sunday Worship, 9:30 a.m.

Zion United Methodist
Church, Spencer

Rev. Michael Eeten

« Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.

« Sunday Worship, 10:45 a.m.

United Methodist

Church, Terril

Rev. Terry Luiken

302S. State St.

712-853-6549

« Sunday Worship, 10:30 a.m.

Trinity United Methodist
Church, Webb

Rev. Kari A. Etherington

« Sunday Worship, 9:30 a.m.
« Fellowship, 10:30 a.m.
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