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	 The Melvin City Council met Wednesday December 4, 
2024 at 7:00 p.m. Those in attendance were Mayor Paul 
Heitritter, Mike Wynja, Amy Baker, Chris Michelson, Jeff So-
rensen and Brandon Selzer. Jan Pedley and members of the 
Osceola County Ambulance Crew were also in attendance.  
	 Mayor Heitritter called the meeting to order.   All are pres-
ent. 
	 Mike Wynja made a motion to approve the minutes from 
the  November 6, 2024 meeting, Jeff Sorensen seconded.  All 
Ayes.  
	 The following library bills were approved by their board 
and paid by the city clerk:
Diane Ellens Wage........................................................525.40
IPERS..............................................................................96.03
ILRW................................................................................51.50
Jennifer Douma Wage.....................................................18.00
VISA..............................................................................212.15
Alliant...............................................................................83.44
Windstream.....................................................................64.68
.       The following bills were paid in vacation by the city clerk:
Jennifer Douma..........................................................1,032.72
IPERS............................................................................638.69
Alliant.............................................................................794.99
Jennifer Douma (stamps)..............................................219.80
Windstream...................................................................132.15
Town & Country..........................................................1,810.85
Rural Water................................................................1,859.30
Iowa One Call..................................................................18.00
United States Treasury...............................................1,853.98
  .    The following bills were presented for payment: 
Mark Mayer....................................................................585.21
Peggy Sorensen............................................................215.14
ILRW................................................................................51.50
Osceola County Treasurer.........................................1,546.00
Press Inc.......................................................................257.00
David Henningson.........................................................100.00
Osceola Economic Development..................................140.60
Cooperative Energy.........................................................34.89
Jennifer Douma(postage)..............................................112.00
International League of Cities........................................225.00

Alliant.............................................................................146.97
Brenda Alesch...............................................................387.26
Brandon Selzer(2years)................................................516.36
Chris Michelson.............................................................301.20
Jeff Sorensen................................................................236.66
Amy Baker.....................................................................323.22
Paul Heitritter.................................................................577.19
Mike Wynja....................................................................301.20
	 Bills:  Motion made by Mike Wynja to pay the bills.  Sec-
onded by Amy Baker.  Motion carried unanimously.  
	 Motion by Chris Michelson and seconded by Brandon 
Selzer to approve the monthly financial report.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
	 New Business:  
	 Ambulance:  The members of the ambulance team were 
in attendance to inform us that the smaller cities will more 
than likely not have an ambulance service due to not enough 
people.  A couple of members of the current team are going 
to be done.  They are working on mass information flyers to 
try to get people to take the classes to become an ambulance 
member.  
	 Water:  Maple street is still not draining correctly and 
residents are complaining.  Mayor Heitritter thinks it is full of 
leaves and will do a deep cleaning in the spring.  
Still losing water somewhere but we don’t know where.  There 
has been an increase since September.  
	 Another reminder that it is budget time.  We need to take 
a look at revenues.  
	 The ordinance about burial within city limits will be read 
next month.  
	 Mayor Heitritter would also like a policy in place for turn-
ing water off to residents that have not paid their bill.   
	 Amy Baker made a motion to adjourn Seconded by Chris 
Michelson. All Ayes         
Jennifer Douma,  	                                           Paul Heitritter,	
City Clerk				             Mayor 
General.....................................................................19,235.57
Water..........................................................................5,644.63
TOTAL RECEIPTS...................................................24,880.20

Contractor:	        of	 Amount of bid:	
Portion of project: All construction work relating 
to Contract 4:  HVAC
	 Contract 5: Electrical/Security Electronics 
Conduit & Wiring:
Contractor:	       of	 Amount of bid:	
Portion of project: All construction work relating 
to Contract 5:  Electrical/Security Electronics 
Conduit & Wiring
	 Contract 6: Fire Sprinkler:
Contractor:	      of	 Amount of bid:	
Portion of project: All construction work relating 
to Contract 6:  Fire Sprinkler 
	 Section 2. That the Chairperson and Audi-
tor are hereby directed to execute the contracts 
with the contractors for the construction of the 
public improvements, such contracts not to be 
binding on the County until approved by this 
Board.
	 PASSED AND APPROVED this 23rd day 
of December, 2024.
	 The Board discussed with Sande Smith, 
EMS Coordinator about making her position a 
full-time instead of part-time when she retires. 
The Board will discuss it  more during budget 
time. 
	 It was moved by Schulte, second by Helm-
ers to approve the reappointment of Nancy 
Watterson and Carrie Jones to the Board of 
Adjustment with their term ending July 23, 
2029. Ayes- Schulte, Helmers, Vande Hoef. 
Nay- None. Abstain-Jones.
	 Helmers moves to approve the Wellness 
Program Agreement between the Iowa State 
Association of Counties and participating coun-
ty. Second by Vande Hoef. All vote aye. Motion 
carried. 
	 It was moved by Schulte, second by 
Vande Hoef to approve the appointment of 
Charies Voll as dispatcher/jailer for a salary of 
$ 44,426.00. All vote aye. Motion carried. 
	 It was moved by Vande Hoef, second by 
Helmers to approve the reappointments for 
the following township officials with term end-
ing December 31, 2028: Jarrod Wallace, Alli-
son Township Trustee,  Duane Vander Veen, 
Allison Township Trustee,  Larry Benz, Baker 
Township Trustee, Greg Vellema, Fairview 
Township Clerk, Calvin Harms, Fairview Town-
ship Trustee, Walter Seivert, Gilman Township 
Trustee, Merlin Sandersfeld, Harrison Town-
ship Trustee, Pam Vande Hoef, Holman Town-
ship Clerk,  Pat Eddy, Holman Township Trust-
ee,  Tom Bremer, Horton Township Clerk,  Alvin 
Runia, Ocheyedan Township Trustee, Nathan 
Peters, Viola Township Trustee, Ken Loerts, 
Wilson Township Clerk, Steve Voss, Wilson 
Township Trustee. All vote aye. Motion carried. 
Vande Hoef moves to approve the appoint-
ments of Laurie Glade, Ocheyedan Township 
Clerk with term ending December 31, 2026 
and Derek Ackerman, Ocheyedan Township 
Trustee with term ending December 31, 2028. 
Second by Helmers. Ayes- Vande Hoef, Helm-
ers, Schulte. Nay- None. Abstain- Jones. Mo-
tion carried. 
	 The elected officials presented a letter for 
their salary compensation for FY 25/26. 
	 It was moved by Schulte, second by Helm-
ers to approve Resolution #20 24/25 identifying 
county operating funds.  All vote aye. Motion 
carried. The complete text of the resolution can 
be obtained at the Auditor’s Office or online 
www.osceolacountyia.gov under Supervisors, 
then Resolutions/Public Notices/Ordinances. 
	 It was moved by Vande Hoef, second by 
Schulte to approve Resolution #21 24/25 certi-
fying gas and electric. All vote aye. Motion car-
ried. The complete text of the resolution can be 
obtained at the Auditor’s Office or online www.
osceolacountyia.gov under Supervisors, then 
Resolutions/Public Notices/Ordinances. 
	 Schulte left the meeting. 
	 After some discussion regarding the ARPA 

funding obligations. Helmers moves to approve 
the Memorandum of Understanding regarding 
the Obligation of SLFRF funds. Second by 
Vande Hoef. All vote aye. Motion carried. 
	 Payroll registers from December 4th, 11th 
and 13th were reviewed. 
	 It was moved by Helmers, second by 
Jones to approve claim #1037 to Bosma Wa-
ter Service. Ayes- Helmers, Jones. Nay- None. 
Abstain- Vande Hoef. Motion carried. Helmers 
moves to approve the remainder of the claims. 
Second by Vande Hoef. All vote aye. Motion 
carried.
	 Jones had a concerned citizen reach out 
to him with regards to the County Attorney pos-
sibly living in Minnesota. 

GENERAL BASIC FUND
Alliant Energy, County Park Electric.......129.56
Bosma Water Service LLP, Water for Court-
	 house/Sheriff.....................................62.00
Cooperative Energy Co, Fuel.................241.51
G & B Sanitation, Garbage Removal......352.00
Zach Garms, Rent Assistance ...............500.00
Great America Financial Svcs , Office Sup-
	 ply....................................................112.21
Bob Groote, Beaver Bounty.....................35.00
I S A C, Supervisor & Auditor ISAC........450.00
Iowa Medicaid Enterprise, IA GEMT 
	 Grant...............................................271.55
Brian Klaassen, Beaver Bounty..............245.00
Michael J Kleve , VA Comm Meetings/
	 Mileage............................................174.00
Winifred Krogman, VA Comm Meetings/Office
	  Asst................................................550.00
Langstraat Autoworks, Motor Vehicle.....336.68
Rene Miranda, Reimburse for Grocery 
	 Purchase.........................................165.01
New Tec Equipment, Skidloader cutting 
	 edge................................................503.64
One Office Solutions, Office Fax............. 45.00
Osceola County Treasurer, Analysis 
	 Fee....................................................44.37
Osceola Electric Coop Inc., Park Elec-
	 tric....................................................981.07
PCC, Coding/Billing................................696.02
Premier Network Solutions, IT & Disaster
	  Recovery.....................................3,200.00
Randy’s Pumping Service, Pump Hawkeye 
	 Point................................................450.00
Runnings, Environ Education.....................8.98
Schnepf Lumber Company, Insulation 
	 Cabin............................................2,974.97
Mike Schulte, Mileage 490 x .50............245.00
Sibley Hardware, Shop/Nature Ctr/
	 Lodge..............................................892.18
Gary Snow, Commissioner Meetings.....150.00
Visual Edge IT, Inc., Copies Made........... 37.24

 GENERAL SUPPLEMENTAL FUND
Henry M Adkins & Son Inc., Payment 2/3-
	 Voting Machines.........................24,049.00

 RURAL SERVICES BASIC FUND
Alliant Energy, Kirk Grau Utilities..............81.25
Tim Kohn, Well Plugging........................700.00
Osceola Electric Coop Inc., Industrial Park
	  Lighting.............................................62.66
St. Peters Lutheran Church, Cistern 
	 Closure............................................400.00
State Hygienic Laboratory, Water Test...101.00
Larry Verdoorn, Well Closure.................700.00

 SECONDARY ROAD FUND
Derek Ackerman, Cold storage rental 
	 fee-4................................................190.00
Alliant Energy, Harris,Och,Melvin,
	 Ashton.............................................712.59
Alpha Wireless Comm Co., Radio re-
	 pairs................................................ 111.60
American Welding & Gas Inc., Welding 
	 supplies.............................................39.80
Keith Brann, Safety boot reimbursement.69.55
Anthony Duin, Cold storage rental 
	 fee-4................................................440.00
Great Lakes Concrete, Road repairs - 210th/
	 Wils...............................................3,024.00
Iowa Dept. of Transportation, Snow blades

	  hardware.....................................1,458.68
Johnson Feed, Inc., Deicing salt - 264.49 
	 ton..............................................21,820.44
Leuthold Plbg,Htg,Elect Inc., A-46 tile crossing
	  Gilman.......................................10,696.00
Mitchell & Huss Excavation Inc  Flood debris
	  cleanup/remodel........................94,135.70
Northern Safety & Industrial. Shop sup-
	 plies.................................................982.47
Osceola Electric Coop Inc., Night lights.369.81
Pete Clauson Trucking Inc., Haul rip rap - WO
	  618............................................23,614.00
Steve Petersen Construction, Tile repair - Sec 
	 34 Fair.............................................427.40

 EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES
Cooperative Energy Co., Fuel for Ambu-
	 lance................................................160.20
Kwik Trip Inc., Fuel Cost.........................171.34
Northwest Ia Community College  Education
	  EMT Classes...............................4,895.00
300 Acres, Advertising for EMT’s............381.60

 CFE TIF P & I
UMB Bank, N.A., Admin Fees................250.00

 EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
Andre Abadie, EMA Board........................27.00
John Haspels, EMA Meeting & Mileage.. 29.00
Ken Huls, EMA Meeting...........................10.00
John Mc Dougall, EMA Meeting & Mile-
	 age....................................................25.00
Dave Otis d/b/a Otis Electric   EMA Meeting & 
	 Mileage..............................................17.00

 E911 SERV.COMM.FUND
Alliant Energy, Radio Tower......................12.91
Frontier Communications, Phone...........259.90
Windstream, Phone................................216.33

 UNIFIED LAW FUND
LeRoy De Boer, PS Meeting & Mileage...15.00
Pat DeVries, PS Meeting & Mileage.........22.00
Paul Heitritter, PS Meeting & Mileage....120.00
Jerry Helmers, PS Meeting & Mileage.....45.00
Jerry Johnson, PS Meeting & Mileage.....30.00
Russell Meier , PS Meeting & Mileage.....84.00
Rene Miranda, Translation.......................25.00
Arlyn Pedley, PS Meeting & Mileage......102.00
Susan Sembach , PS Meeting...................5.00
Lynelle Thiner, PS Meeting.......................10.00

 HEALTH INSURANCE FUND
Midwest Group Benefits, December Admin
	  Fees...............................................279.50
Elizabeth Tinoco, Wellness Reimburse-
	 ment................................................100.00
Sharon Wolter, Wellness Reimburse-
	 ment................................................100.00

 DECEMBER MONTH END EXPENSES
Dearborn National Life Ins., Employer 
	 Expense..........................................423.54
ISAC (Accidental), Employee Expense....78.98
Washington National Ins., Employee Ex-
	 pense..............................................241.60
Ivy Funds, Employee Expense...............600.00
Osceola County (Health Ins.)    Employer/
	 Employee Expense....................76,689.64
Dental Insurance, Employee Expense...961.52
Vision, Employee Expense.....................259.36
AFLAC, Employee Expense...................196.87
VOYA AD & D, Employee Expense..........92.48  
Colonial Life & Accident Ins., Employee
	  Expense.........................................264.18
IPERS, Employee/Employer Ex-
	 pense.........................................48,088.05
State of Iowa, Employee Expense.... 11,211.00
SSB Bank (Federal Withholding)  Employee
	  Expense....................................21,513.75
SSB Bank (FICA Withholding), Employee/
	 Employer Expense.....................45,221.34
HSA Savings, Employee/Employer Ex-
	 pense...........................................1,320.00
	 It was moved by VandeHoef, second by 
Helmers to adjourn the meeting. All vote aye. 
Motion carried.
Ed Jones                                 Rochelle Van Tilburg
Chairman                          Auditor
 

	 The Osceola County Board of Supervisors 
met December 23, 2024 pursuant to law and 
adjournment at 8:45 am at Osceola County 
Courthouse Board Room in Sibley, Iowa with 
the following members present: Mike Schulte, 
Jerry Helmers, Jayson Vande Hoef, and Ed 
Jones.  Absent: LeRoy DeBoer. 
	 Schulte moves to approve the December 
23, 2024 agenda. Second by Helmers.  Ayes: 
Schulte, Helmers, Jones. Nay- Vande Hoef.  
Motion carried.
	 It was moved by Vande Hoef, second by 
Schulte to approve December 17, 2024 min-
utes.  All vote aye. Motion carried. 
	 Schulte moves to approve the January 
schedule as follows: January 2nd, 14th, 28th 
and 29th with claims being paid on the 14th 
and 28th.   Second by Helmers.  All vote aye. 
Motion carried.
	 Andre Abadie, Chairman of EMA Board 
informed the Board that Dan Becher’s last 
day as EMA Coordinator will be January 31, 
2025. The EMA Board would like that position 
to be full-time instead of part-time. After some 
discussion the Board would like it posted as a 
part-time position at this time and if don’t get 
any applicants then will revisit their request. 
	 At 9:00 a.m., the Board discussed the jail 
bids with John Hansen, Midwest Construction 
Consultants via phone conference. The Board 
discussed using internal loans to fund the short 
fall for this project.  Schulte moves to approve 
Resolution # 19 24/25 awarding contract. 
Second by Helmers. Ayes- Schulte, Helmers. 
Nays:- Vande Hoef, Jones. Motion died from 
lack of support.  Board Member Vande Hoef 
introduced the following Resolution entitled 
“RESOLUTION #19 24/25 MAKING AWARD 
OF CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS FOR 
THE OSCEOLA COUNTY PUBLIC SAFETY 
CENTER REMODEL”, and moved:
0	 that the Resolution be adopted.
X	 ADJOURN to permit the Engineer to re-
view and make recommendation on said bids, 
therefore defer action on the Resolution to the 
meeting to be held at 8:45 a.m., on December 
27, 2024, at this place.
	 Board Member Schulte  seconded the mo-
tion to adopt.  The roll was called, and the vote 
was: AYES- Helmers, Vande Hoef, Schulte, 
Jones. NAYS: None
	 Whereupon, the Chairperson declared the 
following Resolution duly adopted:
RESOLUTION #19 24/25 MAKING AWARD 
OF CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS FOR 
THE OSCEOLA COUNTY PUBLIC SAFETY 
CENTER REMODEL
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF SU-
PERVISORS OF OSCEOLA COUNTY, STATE 
OF IOWA:
	 Section 1. That the following bid for the 
construction of certain public improvements 
described in general as the Osceola County 
Public Safety Center Remodel, described in 
the plans and specifications heretofore ad-
opted by this Board on November 19, 2024, 
be and is hereby accepted, the same being the 
lowest responsive, responsible bid received for 
such work, as follows:
	 Contract 1: General Construction:
Contractor:	        of	 Amount of bid:	
Portion of project: All construction work relating 
to Contract 1:  General Construction
	 Contract 2: Security Metal Doors, Frames, 
Hardware, Equipment & Security Electronics:
Contractor:       of	 Amount of bid:	
Portion of project: All construction work relating 
to Contract 2: Security Metal Doors, Frames, 
Hardware, Equipment & Security Electronics
	 Contract 3: Plumbing:
Contractor:          of	  Amount of bid:	
Portion of project: All construction work relating 
to Contract 3:  Plumbing 
	 Contract 4: HVAC:

Melvin city council minutes
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Public Safety Center Remodel, described in 
the plans and specifications heretofore ad-
opted by this Board on November 19, 2024, 
be and is hereby accepted, the same being the 
lowest responsive, responsible bid received for 
such work, as follows:
	 Contract 1: General Construction:
Contractor:           of	 Amount of bid:	
Portion of project: All construction work relating 
to Contract 1:  General Construction
	 Contract 2: Security Metal Doors, Frames, 
Hardware, Equipment & Security Electronics:
Contractor:	         of	 Amount of bid:	
	 Portion of project: All construction work 
relating to Contract 2: Security Metal Doors, 
Frames, Hardware, Equipment & Security 
Electronics
Contract 3: Plumbing:
Contractor:	            of	    Amount of bid:	
	 Portion of project: All construction work 
relating to Contract 3:  Plumbing 
Contract 4: HVAC:
Contractor:	           of         Amount of bid:	
Portion of project: All construction work relating 
to Contract 4:  HVAC
	 Contract 5: Electrical/Security Electronics 
Conduit & Wiring:
Contractor:	         of	 Amount of bid:	
Portion of project: All construction work relating 
to Contract 5:  Electrical/Security Electronics 
Conduit & Wiring
	 Contract 6: Fire Sprinkler:
Contractor:	          of	      Amount of bid:	
Portion of project: All construction work relating 
to Contract 6:  Fire Sprinkler 
	 Section 2. That the Chairperson and Audi-
tor are hereby directed to execute the contracts 
with the contractors for the construction of the 
public improvements, such contracts not to be 
binding on the County until approved by this 
Board.
	 PASSED AND APPROVED this 17th day 
of December, 2024.
	 Andre Abadie, Chairman of EMA Board in-
formed the Board that Dan Bechler resigned as 
EMA Coordinator. Abadie will report back to the 
Board once the EMA Board has met to discuss 
this matter. 
	 It was moved by Schulte, second by 
Vande Hoef to approve the engagement letter 
with Hopkins & Huebner P.C. for legal services. 
All vote aye. Motion carried. 
	 Schulte moves to appoint LeRoy DeBoer 
to be a representative to NW Iowa Area Solid 
Wast Agency & Recycling with Jerry Helmers 
as an alternate. Second by DeBoer. All vote 
aye. Motion carried. 
	 It was moved by Vande Hoef, second by 
DeBoer to adjourn the meeting. All vote aye. 
Motion carried.
Ed Jones                                 Rochelle Van Tilburg
Chairman                          Auditor 

	 The Osceola County Board of Supervi-
sors met December 17, 2024 pursuant to law 
and adjournment at 8:45 a.m., at the Osceola 
County Courthouse boardroom with the follow-
ing members present: Mike Schulte, LeRoy 
DeBoer, Jerry Helmers, Jayson Vande Hoef 
and Ed Jones.  Absent: None. 
	 Schulte moves to approve the December 
17, 2024, agenda. Second by DeBoer. All vote 
aye. Motion carried.
	 It was moved by Helmers, second by 
Schulte to approve the December 10, 2024, 
minutes.  All vote ayes.  Motion carried.
	 Sande Smith, Ambulance Coordinator 
talked with the Board about ambulance cov-
erage in the Melvin and May City areas when 
the current EMT retires next March. Smith 
did reach out to Hartley Ambulance, and they 
would consider doing a mutual aid agreement 
in the event that if the Sibley Ambulance was 
unable to respond to an ambulance call. They 
are advertising for individuals to take the EMT 
classes and if get 6 people interested can do 
the classes in Melvin.  The Board talked about 
combining the EMA and EMS to make it a full-
time position. There were concerns that when 
have a disaster if one person could do both po-
sitions.
	 John Hansen, Midwest Construction 
Consultants presented to the Board areas 
that could be removed from the jail remodel 
bids. Even with the reduction in the bids it is 
still over budget. The County will reach out 
to bond counsel and Speer Financial to see 
what the county has for options for the short 
fall. Board Member Helmers introduced the fol-
lowing Resolution entitled “RESOLUTION #18 
24/25 MAKING AWARD OF CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS FOR THE OSCEOLA COUNTY 
PUBLIC SAFETY CENTER REMODEL”, and 
moved:
0	 that the Resolution be adopted.
X	 ADJOURN to permit the Engineer to re-
view and make recommendation on said bids, 
therefore defer action on the Resolution to the 
meeting to be held at 9:00 A.M. on December 
23, 2024, at this place.
	 Board Member Vande Hoef seconded the 
motion to adopt.  The roll was called, and the 
vote was: AYES- Helmers, Vande Hoef, De-
Boer, Schulte, Jones. NAYS: None
	 Whereupon, the Chairperson declared the 
following Resolution duly adopted:

RESOLUTION #18 24/25 
MAKING AWARD OF CONSTRUCTION 

CONTRACTS FOR THE OSCEOLA COUNTY 
PUBLIC SAFETY CENTER REMODEL
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF 

SUPERVISORS OF OSCEOLA COUNTY, 
STATE OF IOWA:

	 Section 1. That the following bid for the 
construction of certain public improvements 
described in general as the Osceola County 

Osceola county 
board of supervisors

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING BY THE 
OSCEOLA COUNTY BOARD OF 

ADJUSTMENT FOR REQUEST TO 
APPROVE A VARIANCE FOR FRONT YARD 

SETBACK TO CONSTRUCT A SOLAR 
ARRAY AT 823 MAIN ST, OCHEYEDAN

	 Pursuant to the requirements of Section 
20.7 of the Osceola County Zoning Ordinance, 
the Board of Adjustment will conduct a public 
hearing on January 8, 2025, at 1:30 p.m. in 
the Board of Supervisors room at the Osceola 
County Courthouse, 300 7th Street, Sibley, 
Iowa 51249.  Cooperative Elevator Association 
as applicant has requested a front yard set-
back variance from the requirement of Osceola 
County’s Zoning Ordinance Sections 5.6 and 
11.5, Site Development Regulations, of 25’ 
when 50’ is required. The property’s commonly 
known address is 823 Main Street, Ocheye-
dan, Iowa and is owned by Cooperative Eleva-
tor Association.  A brief legal description of the 
property is Tract 1: 8.31 acre TR NE 1/4 SE 
1/4 and Tract 2: NE 1/4 SE 1/4 partial parcel H.  
Property has parcel ID # 310180241030 and 
220070241020  and is within Sec/Twp/Rng. 
2-99-40.  The parcels are zoned (GI) General 
Industrial and (AG) Agricultural.
	 The purpose of the hearing is to hear 
and review a request for a variance from the 
requirement of Osceola County Zoning Ordi-
nance, Site Development Regulations, Sec-
tions 5.6 and 11.5, which requires a 50’ front 
yard setback from the right-of-way line (prop-
erty line) of Tyler Avenue for property zoned 
Gi-General Industrial and AG-Agricultural.  The 
applicant proposes to construct a solar array 
for their business and is requesting a 25’ front 
yard setback for this solar array.  
	 If you have questions concerning the 
proposed variance, or if you require special 
accommodations to attend the public hearing, 
you may contact Keith Brann, Zoning Adminis-
trator 712-754-2303 weekdays from 8:00 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. A copy of the zoning variance ap-
plication is available for public review in the 
County Engineer’s Office at the Courthouse. 
All interested parties are welcome and encour-
aged to attend. Written comments are accept-
ed and should be addressed to Keith Brann, 
Zoning Administrator, Engineer’s Office 300 
7th Street, Sibley, IA 51249.
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Public notice

PEDLEY’S
PONDERINGS
Resolving to
resolve unresolved 
resolutions
	 The New Year is here and the old one is gone. My 2024 
calendars are physically in the trash, but I still don’t know 
where time went. Last year just flew past at warp speed.

	 We’ll never catch the days gone by. The time is now, as 
they say, so you better make the most of it. I wish I could 
say I used the previous 365 days to the fullest, but alas, 
there’s always room for improvement.

	 The sands of time have somewhat eroded my optimism 
for each New Year. “More of the same,” I groan to myself. 
Still, self-improvement is an imperative part of the human 
experience – I should get off my butt.

	 My resolutions for each New Year are never really new. 
I need to eat healthier and lose some pudge around my 
midsection, and it would be really nice to quit procrasti-
nating. Of course, the latter resolution informs the former 
here – I just keep putting it off.

	 I’m pretty sure we have a family membership to the lo-
cal fitness center. Of course I’m not entirely certain, as I’ve 
never used it. Before winter arrived I was taking our pup-
py on long walks regularly, but that has gone the wayside 
with colder temps, snow and ice. I don’t know – I just need 

to start.

	 Other resolutions should be easier – go to bed earlier, 
quit biting my nails and be a better dad. The latter goal 
is always at the top of the priority list regardless of the 
calendar, but it’s worth remembering as my kids test my 
patience with each passing day.

	 Overall, the New Year’s arrival is a harbinger of hope. 
Regardless of how your 2024 went, you can always hope 
that 2025 will be better. I’m right there with you.

	 I always hope for the health and happiness of my friends 
and family. Hyper-closely, my family didn’t fair too badly 
last year. Cece broke her arm on the monkey bars in Au-
gust, but that was about it.

	 Still, there was tragedy and triumphs elsewhere in the 
greater family sphere of influence. Kaity’s uncle died from 
cancer after an extended battle last year, while her step-
dad was diagnosed with it. He continues treatment and is 
on the mend after one heck of a fight. I hope that trend 
continues in 2025.

	 Other hopes rest on financial stability and mundane 
facets of everyday life: I hope our vehicles hold up this year; 
I hope my kids continue excelling at school; and I hope 
northwest Iowa doesn’t flood again this year. When you get 
to a certain age, sometimes the status quo is good enough.

	 I suppose I had better get going on my resolutions with 
the date of this newspaper now stating that it’s 2025. I do 
hope this year goes a bit slower, but each new calendar 
seems to come quicker and quicker the older I get. That’s 
just part of the deal, I guess.

	 I hope you and yours enjoy health and happiness in 
2025. Here’s to a great New Year.
	 Nick Pedley is the news editor and ad manager of The Hartley Senti-
nel-The Everly/Royal News.

H-M-S menu
• Breakfast
	 Thursday, January 2: Do-
nut,  fruit/juice and milk.
	 Friday, January 3: Break-
fast pizza, fruit/juice and milk.
	 Monday, January 6: Cereal, 
fruit/juice, milk and Poptart 
9-12.
	 Tuesday, January 7: Waf-
fles, fruit/juice, milk and sau-

sage 9-12.
	 Wednesday, January 8: 
Breakfast pizza, fruit/juice and 
milk
• Lunch
	 Thursday, January 2: 
Chicken strips, mashed po-
tatoes, corn, applesauce and 
milk.
	 Friday, January 3: French 
bread pizza, romaine salad, 
carrots, peaches and milk.

	 Monday, January 6: Mini 
corn dogs, baked beans, cucum-
bers, apples and milk.
	 Tuesday, January 7: Chick-
en patty on a bun, mashed po-
tatoes, cooked carrots, pears 
and milk.
	 Wednesday, January 8: Fi-
estada pizza, romaine salad, 
red peppers, bananas and milk.

S-O menu
• Breakfast
	 Monday, January 6: Juice/
fruit, milk, cereal or pancake 
on a stick, hard boiled egg.
	 Tuesday, January 7: Juice/
fruit, milk, cereal or breakfast 
pizza.
	 Wednesday, January 8: 
Juice/fruit, milk, cereal or sau-
sage waffle sandwich.
• Lunch
	 Monday, January 6: Teriya-

ki dippers, bread/butter, corn, 
mashed potatoes, fruit choice 
and milk.
	 Tuesday, January 7: Hot 
dog or hamburger, green beans, 
fruit choice and milk.
	 Wednesday, January 8: 
Quesadilla, cheese or chicken, 
taco toppings, refried beans, 
fruit choice and milk.

	 Use Press-News ad columns 
for your message. Call 758-
3140 for us to call on you.

Happy New Year!


