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Local boy saves family from fire

By Jeff Snyder

Mount Ayr, lowa — Tragedy
struck a Mount Ayr family on No-
vember 29 as fire ripped through
their two story home at 601 Mad-
ison Street.

While there were no human ca-
sualties, the family, nonetheless,
suffered the loss of three of their
beloved pets, with one still missing.

The fire struck at approximately
12:45 Saturday morning and alarms
went out to all the regional fire de-

Ed Rotert, of the Mount Aye de-
partment, explained that

“Structural fires demand the
maximum responses possible, so
that’s why all companies in the area
are signaled at once,” Mount Ayr
firefighter Ed Rotert said.

Mount Ayr’s company was first
on the scene as the fire occurred
literally in their back yard. Multi-
ple trucks were dispatched from
Mount Ayr, followed by trucks
from near by communities.

responded,” Rotert said.

Upon arrival, Rotert said that
crews including nine members of
the local company immediately en-
gaged the blaze.

Ventilation holes were chopped
through the roofs exterior to allow
for smoke dissipation and better
access to the upper reaches of the
blaze.

“The fire was extremely smoky.”
Rotert said, making it hard if not
impossible to pinpoint the exact lo-

tion as to its cause.

The family owes their survival to
the true hero of this tragedy, 5-year-
old Kyro Kissinger.

Young Kyro detected the fire and
warned his grandpa, who was up-
stairs at the time, “Grandma said
she smelled something.”

Ed Corum initially didn’t re-
spond to his young grandson’s plea
but eventually reacted as Kyro was
insistent that he come check. Once
Corum realized the seriousness of

Kyro Kissinger
Local Hero

“The house was fully engaged
even as quickly as the department

cation of the fires origin.
The fire remains under investiga-

partments as is required when the
call involves a structure fire.

Continued on page 2

City sells lot
for housing
expansion

By Jeff Snyder

Mount Ayr, lowa — The city council of Mount Ayr
held it’s regularly scheduled meeting Monday Decem-
ber 8.

The council had a relatively quiet agenda mostly re-
lated to issues that had been tabled from the last meet-
ing on November 24.

Among the issues presented, was the sale of the city
owned property at 104 North Webster street.

The lot was opened to public bidding and only re-
ceived one bid. The council reviewed the bid and the
intended use statement provider by the bidder, Amanda
Jackson.

While the bid offer was considered under the market
rate for a lot in the city, the council considered the on-
going legal and administrative expenses related to the
clearing and maintenance of the land.

The winning bidder presented plans for a three bed-
room home that would be constructed on the cleared lot
and put up for sale in the $175,000-$200,000 range.

Chrlstmas in the Ayr Lighted Parade entertains
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West Plumbing & Heatmg wins Best Float in Christmas Parade

Mount Ayr
holds soggy

Christmas

parade

By Jeff Snyder

Mount Ayr, lowa — The weather
finally cooperated on Saturday en-
abling the “Very Vintage” Lighted
Christmas Parade and most activi-
ties to proceed as planned.

Although the weather threatened
to wipe out the festivities, clearing
finally arrived at about 6:15 p.m.
paving the way for the first of the
evening’s activities; the Lighted Pa-
rade.

Engines from the local fire de-
partment along with a number of
colorful lighted floats made their
way up Taylor Street and eventual-
ly onto the square. The parade did
a lap of the square rewarding those
who braved the cold rainy condi-
tions.

Upon completion of the parade,

photos by Jeff Snyder

Continued on page 10

Updates

from the

MACS board

Board discusses CTE building
timelines for the coming month

By Dalton Shadle

MOUNT AYR, lowa — The Mount Ayr Board
of Education received an update on the CTE
building during its regularly scheduled meeting on
Monday.

The board was informed that utility connections
have been made and that a storm sewer was in-
stalled. Although construction faces weather chal-
lenges during the winter months there are many
aspects which are scheduled to take place this
month.

Some of those include having foundation rebar
delivered this week with concrete foundations to
begin hopefully next week. A sanitary sewer is also
slated to be installed in the parking lot.

Continued on page 2  Christmas comes to the square

Continued on page 2

Christmas home tour raises funds Miss Amazing visits Mount Ayr

for women battlmg breast cancer

By Ken Garner

MOUNT AYR, Iowa
When it comes to women’s
health, especially breast can-
cer, the mantra “Nobody fights
alone” is often used as a rally-
ing cry. In the past few years
several local women have
helped to start a movement to
help those specifically battling
cancer in Ringgold, Union and
Decatur counties.

This year that movement has
led to a Christmas Home Tour
to be held on Saturday, Decem-
ber 13 hosted by the Mount Ayr
First Christian Church. The
event will start at the church at
4 p.m. with sweet confections

and holiday music before head-
ing out to various area homes
for Christmas tours.

This year’s holiday event
has been a few years in the
making and was in part in-
spired by the cancer battle of
Cindy Glazebrook and her
granddaughter. Glazebrook is
a cancer survivor and in 2023
her then 29-year-old grand-

daughter began her own battle
against breast cancer.

“Of course it just touched my
heart because what I’ve seen
people go through, and what
could we do that would just
bring a little more easement to
them, a little more joy?” Gla-
zebrook said. “So it all started
with myself having it, and then
saying, what can [ do? And then
when my granddaughter had it,
it’s like, what can we do for
ladies? What could we do that
would help them out? So with
that, we decided, okay, let’s go
ahead.

Continued on page 7

By Jeff Snyder

Mount Ayr, lowa — The city
of Mount Ayr was paid a visit
on December 4, by an indepen-
dent film crew (Greenstone TV)
who traveled all the way from
New Zealand to film a number
of local residents going about
their pageant preparation for
The Miss Amazing Pageant
held exclusively for develop-
mentally challenged people.

Greenstone TV is producing
a series of one-hour specials
in conjunction with the Miss
Amazing organization hoping
to marketing the miniseries to
a major media outlet in the up-
coming year.

Kelly Jo Bjustrom hosted the
film crew at her MODA 106
Salon on the courthouse square.

The stars of the filming event

were Tessa Kniep and Amber
Golliday, two special girls who
need no introductions in Mount
Ayr.

The two girls we pampered
with a custom nail makeover
provided by the skilled hands of
owner Kelly Jo herself in prepa-
ration of the impending pageant
festivities.

The Miss Amazing franchise
is a 501C-3 non for profit orga-

Continued on page 7
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City
Continued from front page
Once debated, the council
agreed to accept the bid and
the planned new housing proj-
ect. The council along with
City Manager Brent Wise
roughed out the potential for
tax revenue from the sale of
the new home and agreed the
long term outcome would out-
weigh the lower bid price.
Next up was the cities con-
sideration of a change in the

health insurance contract of-
fered to city employees.

The planned approximately
10.4 percent rate increase was
deemed the state of the insur-
ance industry currently and
was accepted by the council.
As was previously proposed,
the plan will be expanded to
two different plan options and
will continue to provide for
100 percent premium cover-
age for the employee and a
shared cost for family cover-
age.

Rick Farrell was in at-

Farm aid bill signed

DES MOINES, Iowa
(Dec. 8, 2025) — lowa Sec-
retary of Agriculture Mike
Naig issued the following
statement after the Trump
Administration announced
$12 billion in direct finan-
cial assistance to America’s
farmers impacted by the
current economic conditions
and ongoing trade disrup-
tions:

“lowa farmers are being
squeezed by low commod-
ity prices and near-record
high input costs, and these
pressures ripple through our
rural communities and entire
economy. | appreciate Pres-
ident Trump and Secretary
Rollins providing some im-
mediate, short-term relief as
we work to strengthen trade

relationships and expand
markets at home and abroad.

Let’s be clear: farmers
want reliable markets for
their products, not govern-
ment aid. We urgently need
to secure new, expanded, and
fairer trade deals that grow
market access for U.S. ag
products around the globe,
which the Administration
has made a top priority. We
also need Congress to pass
a modernized Farm Bill,
aggressively expand year-
round nationwide access to
E15, and address the root
causes of historically high
fertilizer costs. These steps
would give much needed
certainty and stability to the
agriculture community in
Iowa and across the nation.”

To my family, extended family, so many friends, and

my Clearview staff,

Thanks to all for the cards, phone calls, visits, and
gifts; the personal comments and notes, they were
most pleasing and appreciated. I have had 104
years of great living. Thanks to God and modern

medicine, I’ve stayed in reasonably good health and
mind. I am thankful and blessed to have gravitated
toward those who are good, younger, and more
intelligent than I! God bless you and God bless
America. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Jake Dailey

tendance to field questions
regarding  his  previously
proposed plan to harvest a va-
riety of trees that were deemed
“over growth” on city prop-
erty. The plan gave a break-
down of the number of trees
targeted for harvest and the
potential revenue they would
generate. The proposal would
allow the revenue to be shared
on a 50/50 basis with the city.
Most of the harvested trees
were walnut trees that have
significant market value. The
shared revenue would then be

used by the city to help offset
the cost for removing diseased
and dying trees throughout the
city landscape. The proposal
was accepted unanimously by
council.

The council moved on to
consider a donation request
made by Mount Ayr Com-
munity Schools related to the
current CTE Academy be-
ing constructed on the school
grounds.

The fund raising campaign
kicked off in October and
has offered tax deductible

Naughty or Nice...

NEW Farm & Home has your Christmas list covered!

DryShod Footwear...

Lo ]

Hardworking, durable, super-
comfortable, & 100% waterproof.

§ The World’s Most Wearable
Rubber Boots are in stock
for the whole family

contributions ranging from
Bronze-$500 up to Diamond-
$25,000 or more.

The council discussed the
need to continue to support the
school district and agreed to
make a gold level contribution
of $5,000 to be levied against
the next fiscal budget.

Several housekeeping items
were also covered during the
meeting, including the ap-
proval of a one time pay ad-
justment of $200 for city em-
ployees. Once approved the
city can release the adjustment

at its discretion.

The last item addressed was
the approval of board resolu-
tions related to appointments
for the Library Commission
and the Airport Commission.
The council again unanimous-
ly accepted these resolutions.

The final council item dis-
cussed was the approval for
Jesse Ruby to effect repairs on
one of the city trucks to be per-
formed at his residential prop-
erty. The city does not own the
needed welding equipment in
order to conduct the repair.

COOPERATIVE INC.

®

FARM & HOME

2 4

We have the Milwaukee® power &

hand tools you need, a massive
selection of bits, blades,
accessories, and Pack Out
storage gear right here at the
NEW Farm & Home store!

OPLRATION

CHRISTMAS MEAL

*
A
AR

A IS COMING
% TO TOWN!

AR KING by KEY

KEY produces clothes worn all over the world by working people
just like you. Their Polar King bibs and coats have all the quality
of KEY apparel with a cold-busting design and great pricing.

roOMY TOYS
; Shop our wide range of farm
toys this holiday season.

i1 Men’s Coats

from $ 4 ?Ag{

M Men’s Bibs
from $5 g\?ﬂ

or Coats
oNLY $4529

€ «

FREL, 5-POUND PORK LOIN

OSCEOLA
_ 10am-12 pm
Clarke County Fairgrounds
Tl 2070 W McLane St.
Osceola, IA 50213

AFTON
1-2pm
Union County Fairgrounds
211 S Grace St.
Afton, IA 50830

o

®

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2025

4 DEB&JEFF

HANSEN

705

FOUNDATION

iowaselect.com € Q@ @

FOLLOW IOWA SELECT FARMS ON SOCIAL MEDIA FOR EVENT UPDATES!

MOUNT AYR -
3-4pm -
Ringgold County Fairgrounds _
2214 Hwy 169
Mount Ayr, IA 50854
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Corrections

This space is dedicated to providing a public notice of any factual mistake in a
previously published article. The Mount Ayr Record News is committed to delivering
the highest quality journalism possible and recognizes the ethical responsibility to
correct all factual errors promptly and in prominent reserves space in the paper. To

report an error, email:

news@mtayrnews.com or call 641-464-2440.
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Knapp.

Stewart

2025/2026 National Honor
Society inductees Pt 2

Scholarship, Dredge, Izzy Gilbertson
. Bios available and Kelbey Greenland.
Leadership, on Page 7 Each of these honorees
Service, Character met, and in most cased ex-
. Ayr community. This ceeded, the thresholds that
the four pillars week, we continue with afford induction into the
0f NHS the individual introduc- NHS.

Mount Ayr, lowa - Last
week the 2025/2026 Na-
tional Honor Society
introduced the newest
members to the Mount

tions of the honorees.
This weeks honorees
include Trace Knapp,
Calvin Main, Jaylee Shaf-
fer and Dannie Stewart.
Last weeks honoree’s
were Ivy Bice, Adley

Next week the final
three inductees will take
center stage allowing the
entire community to get
to know these exception-
al young people.

Hero

Continued from front page

the situation he gathered up his grand-
daughter Jenna, who was upstairs with
him, and headed down the steps. By the
time he reached the bottom of the stair-
case visibility was almost zero.

“I got to the bottom of the steps and |

saw the smoke traveling across the ceil-
ing and then I saw the flames,” Corum
said. “I could only see about a foot off the
floor because of the smoke. I stumbled but
caught myself and headed for the front
door. The smoke was so thick I couldn’t
see the door. I just moved to where I knew
it should be because we have lived there
so long.”

Once outside he made sure that every-
one was out and then realized his dog and
cats were still inside. He called to them
but by that time it was too late.

Corum was transported to Ringgold
County Hospital where he spent the next
five hours being treated for smoke inha-
lation.

The family believes that the fire rep-
resents a total loss and the home they
spent the last 24 years in was gone.

The family’s daughter, Christina, has
set up a “Go fund me” account in hopes
that the community could lend a finan-
cial hand. They are currently residing in
the Mount Ayr Hotel and are awaiting in-
formation from their insurance company

¥ <

Fire avenged home at 601 East Madison pho-
to by Jeff Snyder

to let them know what options they have
moving forward.

They literally left the home with the
clothes they had on their backs. All else
was lost.

The Go Fund Me account is set up un-
der Christine and Ellen Corum.

They wanted to express their gratitude
for the outpouring of the community in
helping them through this tragedy, but
most importantly they wanted say how
much they owed to their hero grandson
Kyro.

Kyro’s grandma Ellen said ironically
“Kyro just had fire safety at his school
the week before the fire. I wonder if that
helped”

They both said how proud they were of
his bravery.

b
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Kids posing for a picture with Sparks Members afier a fun day at Little Sparks Camp

EbpITORS NOTE: ADVENTURES IN THE
AYR IS A NEW WEEKLY SERIES BY
MACS STUDENT EMPLOYEE Ivy BICE.
ADVENTURES IN THE AYR WILL GENER-
ALLY BE A FIRST-PERSON ACCOUNT OF
Ivy BICE’S WEEKLY “ADVENTURES”
IN AND AROUND MOUNT AYR FROM A
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT PERSPECTIVE.

By Ivy BicE

This weekend, the Mount Ayr
Sparks Drill Team hosted their annual
little sparks camp on Sunday. The lit-
tle sparks camp is for kids pre-kinder-
garten through eighth grade interested
in learning a dance routine to be per-
formed at the Sparks Expo.

The kids are divided up by grades,
for example, pre-kindergarten and
kindergarten kids are in a group to-
gether. As a member of the Sparks
team, I helped at the camp this week-
end. One to two Sparks members get
assigned to one group of kids. I taught
first and second graders with Eva En-
gland. I choreographed a dance to
Winter Wonderland by Michael Buble.
Eva and I chose this song because the
theme for the Sparks Expo this year is
Holiday Sparks, and we thought it fit
perfectly.

To start off the day, we welcomed
everyone inside and made sure that
every parent picked up their child’s
Sparks Expo T-shirt before leaving.

damp conditions. Sever-

We then went into the high school
gym and divided up the kids into their
groups. Eva and I taught our dance to
the kids for about an hour. I had so
much fun this year spending time with
the little ones. I enjoy teaching the lit-
tle kids cool dance moves and seeing
the joy on their faces when I tell them
they are doing a good job. I think they
enjoyed their song and their dance just
as much as [ did.

After that, we took them to munch
on a snack in the commons. During
this time, they get to socialize a little
bit with one another, and the Sparks
members get a small break as well.
Powered and ready to rock and roll,
we then lined up in the high school
gym to run through all of the routines.
We started with the youngest group
and ended with the boys' group.

We had a little extra time, so we
ran through all of the routines twice. I
think getting more practice than usual
in the big gym and feeling out how it
will be on Expo night helped the kids
a lot. Ryann Martin videoed all of
the routines as well, so that kids can
practice if they so choose. I am very
excited for the Sparks Expo this com-
ing weekend to dance with the littles
again. If you are interested in joining
us, it will be held on Saturday, Decem-
ber 13, at 6 p.m. in the High School
gym. Adults are $5, and kids are $3.

The courthouse itself

Soggy

Continued from front page

attention was then turned
to the annual city tree
lighting ceremony in
front of the Skelly gas
station on the south side
of the square.
Unfortunately, the tree
lighting was short lived as
a breaker was tripped ren-
dering the tree to darkness
apparently blamed on the

al attempts were made to
revive the electrical mal-
function with no success.

Sometime later in the
evening the breaker issue
was solved and the tree
sprang to life.

Additional  festivities
were conducted inside the
Ringgold County Court-
house where Santa greet-
ed anxious children and
received their whispered
Christmas wishes.

was aglow with numerous
decorated trees provided
by the different offices
located throughout the
county seat building.

Unfortunately, the choir
scheduled to take place in
the assembly room was can-
celed at the last moment.

All in all, the festivities
were well received and
appreciated by all those
who were lucky enough
to attend.
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Funeral Homes
Bill Armstrong
www.armstrongth.com
Mount Ayr
Ph. 641-464-3413

Phone Day or Night

Licensed in Iowa and Missouri

“RSWEET CONFECTIONS AND MUSIC,
S=> HOLIDAY MAGIC AWAITS!
e (;Hristmas Tour, willlinclude the homes of:
Gary & DarlaiSobotka;
Justin & Chanelle Cole;

Joe & Debbie Murphy;
and Mary Ellen Spurrier

TICKETS AVAILABLE

Mitzi Hymbaugh (641-340-4175)
COUNTRY BLOSSOMS
MOUNT AYR RECORD-NEWS

PRICE
ADVANCED: $15 - DOOR: $20

-

-

MORE INFO AT

MTAYRFCC.ORG | FACEBOOK: MTAYRFCC

HOSTED BY
MOUNT AYR FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
201 W. MONROE ST, MOUNT AYR

ALUIPROCEEDS]GOTO)WOMEN|BATTHING|BREAST{CANCERIIN]
[RINGGOLDYUNION®&(DECATURICOUNTY;

Let’s Us Help You With Your
Custom Printing Needs

+ Envelopes + Magazines

+ Print Marketing + Letterhead

+ Business Cards * Newsletters

+ Brochures and Flyers + Business Forms

+ Graphic Design Services  * Custom Invitations

Free No-Obligation Quotes
Free Local Delivery
Reliable Service

Sy e Ty Mot Ayr s T
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122 West Madison St. Mount Ayr, IA

Phone: 641-464-2440
E-mail: design@mtaymews.com

CTE

Continued from front page

The actual metal building for the CTE
is expected to be delivered on approxi-
mately January 14 with construction to
begin soon thereafter.

The board also reorganized as Patricia
West was elected president and Russell
Schuitema as vice president.

The board approved a $5,000 auction
bid to purchase a lot across from the mid-
dle school gymnasium.

Although no specific plans are in place for
the lot’s usage, some uses discussed were
additional gymnasium parking, a youth
football practice field or a house project.

The board was also informed of up-
coming changes to the lunch payment
system.

The district is currently moving from
Total Access to Etrition.

Parents will have to make a new ac-
count with the new system to be able to
deposit money for their students’ school
lunch. Any existing funds in the old sys-
tem will be moved to the new system.
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NEWS & NOTES

SIMPLE
MISDEMEANOR
AND TRAFFIC
CONVICTIONS
Matthew William Jacobe, Saint
Charles, IA, speeding 55 or under
zone (6-10 mph over), $118.25.

Jennifer L. Demott, Bedford,
1A, dark window or windshield,
$135.50.

Andrew Ryan Wiley, Philadel-
phia, MO, speeding 55 or under
zone (11-15 mph over), $175.75.

Aidan FEldridge Morgan Fine,
Braddyville, 1A, speeding 55
or under zone (6-10 mph over),
$118.25.

Beau Ethan Boswell, Afton, IA,
failure to provide proof of finan-
cial liability, $428.75.

Keaton Travis Swank, Mount
Ayr, TA, hunting by artificial
lights, $210.25.

Vicki Lynn Sickels, Red Oak,
IA, speeding 55 or under zone
(1-5 mph over), $89.50.

Douglas Ronald Hall, Ankeny,
IA, speeding 55 or under zone
(1-5 mph over), $89.50.

Logan Eugene Osterhout, Afton,
IA, speeding 55 or under zone
(1-5 mph over), $89.50.

Deanna Eagans Lamb,
Maryville, MO, speeding 55
or under zone (1-5 mph over),
$89.50.

Brylen Jayce Miller, Bedford,
IA, speeding 55 or under zone
(1-5 mph over), $89.50.

Brodie William Overholser,
Benton, IA, speeding 55 or under
zone (6-10 mph over), $118.25.

Logan Worthingon, Mount Ayr,
IA, hunting by artificial lights,
$210.25.

RINGGOLD COUNTY
DISTRICT COURT

Daniel Eugene Long, Grand
River, IA, was charged with as-
sault w/intent to inflict ser inju-
ry violation of individual rights.
Willful injury- causing serious
injury. Bond: $15,000.

*Any potential criminal charges
identified above are merely al-
legations and any defendant is
presumed innocent until proven
guilty in a court of law.

Lucas Edwin Still, Mount Ayr,
IA, has been charged with harass-
ment Ist degree and criminal mis-
chief in the 3rd degree. No Bond
Set.Filed December 3, 2025.

* Any potential criminal charges
identified above are merely al-
legations and any defendant is
presumed innocent until proven
guilty in a court of law.

Beau Ethan Boswell, Afton, IA,
has been charged with OWI, 1st
offense. Filed December 2, 2025.

* Any potential criminal charges
identified above are merely al-
legations and any defendant is
presumed innocent until proven
guilty in a court of law.

RINGGOLD COUNTY
SHERIFF’S LOG

(Call Origination Code:CL=
Clearfield, MA = Mount Ayr;
KE = Kellerton; EL = Ellston; TI
= Tingley; DI = Diagonal; DE =
Delphos; MO = Maloy; BE =
Beaconsfield; BO = Benton; SC
= Shannon City; BL = Blockton;
RCSO= Ringgold County Sher-
iff Office; RE = Redding; SV =
Sun Valley; CO = In County; OC
= Out of County; OS = Out of
State, RCSO= Ringoold County
Sheriff Office, SOR= Sex Offend-
er Registry, GR= Gramd River,
NOADR=no address, OOC= Out
of Specification; PPO= Person-
al Protection Order; water on
line=911 call with line busy or
dead when picked up)

Monday December 1, 2025
Sunday December 7, 2025

December 1, 2025

1:19 a.m. medical (MA)

1:49 a.m. follow up (MA)

7:56 a.m. jail info (MA)

8:02 a.m. vehicle accident (MA)
8:23 a.m. jail info (MA)

9:11 a.m. gun permit (MA)
9:18 a.m. vehicle accident (CO)
9:43 a.m. jail info (MA)

10:28 a.m. jail info (MA)

12:03 p.m. uncategorized (MA)
12:56 p.m. info request (RE)
2:40 p.m. welfare (KE)

2:54 p.m. civil (MA)

2:59 p.m. info request (MA)
3:43 p.m. reckless vehicle (CO)
3:44 p.m. no event type (NOADR)
3:51 p.m. jail info (RCSO)
4:10 p.m. jail info (RCSO)

4:40 p.m. jail info (KE)

4:40 p.m. civil (MA)

4:52 p.m. civil (MA)

6:01 p.m. civil (MA)

6:45 p.m. jail info (KE)

6:58 p.m. uncategorized (MA)
7:15 p.m. civil (MA)

9:01 p.m. civil (MA)

9:48 p.m. jail info (OC)

9:57 p.m. jail info (OC)

11:27 p.m. harassment (KE)
December 2, 2025

3:51 a.m. medical (MA)

4:36 a.m. follow up (MA)

6:29 a.m. suspicious (MA)

7:01 a.m. traffic stop (MA)

7:43 a.m. jail info (RCSO)

7:48 a.m. animal complaint (MA)
8:22 a.m. jail info (NOADR)
8:22 a.m. civil (MA)

8:55 a.m. uncategorized (MA)
8:57 a.m. civil (MA)

9:14 a.m. jail info (OC)
9:40 a.m. test (MA)

10:07 a.m. lock out (MA)
11:28 am. no event
(NOADR)

12:33 p.m. harassment (MA)
12:40 p.m. 911 hang up (EL)
1:49 p.m. no event type (NOADR)
2:12 p.m. uncategorized (CO)
2:17 p.m. vehicle accident (MA)
2:29 p.m. SOR (NOADR)

2:54 p.m. info request (MA)
3:14 p.m. follow up (MA)

4:47 p.m. follow up (MA)

4:53 p.m. jail info (RCSO)

5:23 p.m. jail info (RCSO)

5:34 p.m. complaint (BO)

6:09 p.m. traffic stop (CL)

6:30 p.m. test page/siren (RCSO)
6:53 p.m. follow up (RCSO)
6:56 p.m. follow up (MA)

7:29 p.m. domestic (MA)

8:02 p.m. jail info (RCSO)

8:46 p.m. jail info (RCSO)

9:47 p.m. vehicle accident (MA)
10:33 p.m. animal complaint (CO)
11:55 p.m. jail info (MA)
December 3, 2025

12:256 a.m. jail info NOADR)
4:46 a.m. animal complaint (MA
5:11 a.m. animal complaint (MA
7:38 a.m. unoccupied vehicle
(CO)

7:45 a.m. jail info (MA)

7:58 a.m. medical (MA)

8:43 a.m. assault (MA)

9:01 a.m. medical (MA)

9:28 a.m. gun permit (RCSO)
9:29 a.m. no event type (NOADR)
9:44 a.m. sales call (RCSO)
10:00 a.m. tech support (MA)
10:43 a.m. follow up (RCSO)
11:27 a.m. medical (MA)

11:32 a.m. info request (OC)
11:33 a.m. follow up (RCSO)
1:25 p.m. medical (RCSO)

1:53 p.m. jail info (RCSO)

2:04 p.m. jail info (RCSO)

2:09 p.m. gun permit (RCSO)
2:21 p.m. jail info (RCSO)

2:47 p.m. jail info (OC)

4:33 p.m. medical (CO)

5:50 p.m. info request (RCSO)
6:36 p.m. test page/siren (MA)
7:49 p.m. reckless vehicle (MA)
8:00 p.m. follow up (KE)
December 4, 2025

6:53 a.m. jail info (MA)

8:26 a.m. animal complaint (OC
8:38 a.m. jail info (MA)

9:46 a.m. animal complaint (OC
9:57 a.m. jail info (RCSO)

10:41 a.m. jail info (RCSO)
10:43 a.m. follow up (KE)

10:45 a.m. info request (RCSO)
11:28 a.m jail info (MA)

11:53 a.m. info request (RCSO)
11:58 a.m. animal complaint (CO
1:05 p.m. follow up (RE)

2:15 p.m. jail info (RCSO)

2:21 p.m. gun permit (RCSO)
2:36 p.m. scam (KE)

2:41 p.m. info request (RCSO)
2:55 p.m. jail info (MA)

3:10 p.m. info request (RCSO)
3:49 p.m. walk in (RCSO)

6:17 p.m. warrant (MA)

6:19 p.m. medical (MA)

7:15 p.m. follow up (MA)

7:21 p.m. jail info (MA)

7:28 p.m. jail info (RCSO)

10:18 p.m. traffic stop (KE)
December 5, 2025

5:06 a.m. complaint (NOADR)
7:19 a.m. jail info (MA)

8:25 a.m. domestic (MA)

9:09 a.m. sales call (MA)

10:45 a.m. jail info (RCSO)
11:28 a.m. uncategorized (RCSO)
12:00 p.m. sales call (RCSO)
12:40 p.m. jail info (OC)

3:03 p.m. follow up (RCSO)
3:13 p.m. jail info (RCSO)

4:04 p.m. animal complaint (MA

type
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4:12 p.m. animal complaint (MA
4:46 p.m. lock out (KE)

6:14 p.m medical (MA)

6:53 p.m. follow up (MA)
7:31 p.m. traffic stop (CO)
7:52 p.m. traffic stop (CO)
8:25 p.m. traffic stop (CO)
10:03 p.m. traffic stop (CO)
10:27 p.m. harassment (MA)
11:01 p.m. traffic stop (CO)
December 6, 2025

1:34 a.m. 911 hang up (EL)
5:44 am. jail info (MA)

8:33 a.m. traffic stop (CO)
8:58 a.m. uncategorized (MA)
9:11 a.m. uncategorized (OC)
9:54 a.m. animal complaint (CL)
11:42 a.m. civil issue (RE)
1:40 p.m. uncategorized (OC)
5:39 p.m. prowler (MA)

5:42 p.m. SOR (PC)

6:30 p.m. test page/siren (MA)
6:47 p.m. follow up (MA)
6:53 p.m. medical (KE)

7:49 p.m. follow up (MA)
8:20 p.m. uncategorized (MA)
8:38 p.m. medical (MA)

9:25 p.m. follow up (MA)
10:19 p.m. follow up (MA)
December 7, 2025

1:08 a.m. gas leak (EL)

7:31 a.m. jail info (RCSO)
11:25 a.m. traffic stop (CO)
6:30 p.m. test page/siren (MA)
7:26 p.m. uncategorized (MA)
8:17 p.m. alarm (MA)

8:45 p.m. follow up (MA)
8:52 p.m. follow up (NOADR)

RINGGOLD COUNTY
COURTHOUSE NEWS

Ringgold County now has a
website at www. ringgoldcounty.
iowa.gov

» Assessor: Melinda England,
464-3233.

* Auditor: Amanda Waske, 464-
3239.

* Board of Supervisors: Ran-
dy Taylor, Colby Holmes, Steve
Knapp, members, 464-3244.

Supervisors meetings are open
to the public and are held in the
supervisors conference room lo-
cated on the second floor.

On days the board is not sched-
uled to be in office, please direct
all inquiries to the auditor’s office.
To schedule a meeting time with
the supervisors, contact the audi-
tor’s office.

Regular board meetings are held
on Mondays with official public
notice of the meeting agendas
posted at the Ringgold County
courthouse, Mount Ayr Record
News, Sun Valley Lake and Diag-
onal city hall the day before.

* Ringgold County Secondary
Roads: Phone: 464-3232.

* Clerk of Court (a state office):
Jackie Saville, 464-3234; fax:
464-2478. Office hours: Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Fridays, 8
a.m. to noon and 1 p.m. to 4:30
p.m. and Tuesdays and Thursdays,
8 am. - noon and 1 p.m. - 2:30
p.m.

The clerk’s office handles alimo-
ny and child support payments,
probates, civil and criminal fil-
ings, magistrate’s court and re-
cords and services of adoptions,
conservatorships, court proceed-
ings, divorces, estates, grand
jury, guardianships, judgements,
juvenile proceedings, mechanic’s
liens, mental health admissions,
petit jury, surety company certif-
icates, state hospital, traffic vio-
lations, trust funds, trusteeships.
Certified copies can be made of
above listed records. Court re-
cords are also available at www.
iowacourts.gov. As of May 21,
2014 all records will be paperless.

* County Conservation Board:
Travis Scott  phone: 464-2787,
email: RinggoldCCB@ringgold-
county.us.

* Dragoon Trace Nature Center:
Phone 464-2983 - Open Wed-Fri-
day 9 am. - 4 p.m.; Sat. 9 am. - 2
p.m.; Closed Sunday - Tuesday.
Please call to schedule a visit for
large groups.

Please contact for information
on rules and regulations, parks,
trail ways, camping, shelter reser-
vations, environmental education
and more. Parks are open March

JOIN US BEFORE THE WINTER CONCERT
Chili & Potato

‘Al ¢ ‘Soup Supper =k L
[ %bnday, December 15t X

5:30-6:45

£ High School Commons

=

*Chili or Soup
*Crackers and Fixings
*Dessert

Free Will Donation
All Proceeds Support our
Amazing Mt. Ayr Musicians
and Music Programs

ht to you by:

R
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&

NIT AVR COMMUNITY SCHODLS

15 - November 15. Walk-in traffic
is allowed year round.

* Development and Tourism: If
anyone has any calendar events,
please contact the development
office at 641-464-3704.

* Emergency Management/E911
Coordinator - Melissa Stark: 109
W. Madison St. - 1st floor, phone:
464-3344; fax: 464-0654, Hours:
Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

The tornado sirens in Mount Ayr
will be tested the first Tuesday of
each month unless there is severe
weather.

* General Relief: Ringgold
County Public Health 109 W.
Madison St., Mount Ayr, IA 50854
641-464-0691 www.rcph.net

» Recorder: Kisha Martin, 464-
3231. Passport applications are
taken daily from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
and 1-4 p.m. Certified vital re-
cords can be obtained from 8-11
a.m. and noon - 4 p.m.

The recorder’s office serves as a
passport agent.

Items needed to apply are: cer-
tified copy of birth certificate,
driver’s license or state issued ID,
two-inch square passport photos
and passport application (both
available at recorder’s office) and
fees. Allow four to six weeks from
date of application to receive pass-
port book or card from the pass-
port agency. Expedited service is
available for an additional fee.

Individuals with recent name
changes can get their passport
book/card updated without a fee
within one year of issue. Forms
may be obtained at the recorder’s
office. For additional information,
call the recorder’s office or go to
www.travel.state.gov/passport.

» The newborn birth certificate
wallet cards issued in lowa from
May 1993 to October 2009 did
not contain enough vital record
information to be used for iden-
tification purposes, essentially
making them useless documents
for the purpose they are intended
to be used for. The birth certifi-
cate wallet card was printed as a
perforated attachment to a larger
document. The newborn birth
certificate wallet card measures 2
5/8 inches by 4 inches. The entire
document that parents received
measures 3 1/2 inches by 8 inch-
es.

The newborn birth cards may
be exchanged at the Ringgold
County Recorder’s office, by mail
or in person with the Bureau of
Health Statistics, 321 E. 12th St.,
Lucas State Office Building, Des
Moines, Iowa 50319.

Stop by the recorder’s office for
all your hunting dates.

* Sanitarian: Ringgold County
Public Health Agency, 464-0691.
Hours: Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.

* Public Health Agency: 109 W.
Madison St., 464-0691. Hours:
Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30
p.m.

* Sheriff: Rob Haley, Emergen-
cy Only 911, Non-Emergency
(Available 24/7) 464-3921 or
464-2911. Hours are 8 am. - 4
p.m. Road Conditions - dial 511
or online at www.lowaRoadCon-
ditions. org.

» Treasurer: Debbie Cannon,
464-3230.

REMINDER: Effective
1/1/2020 a bill of sale is now
required on all title/registration
transfers. Generic forms are avail-
able in the office or a handwritten
bill of sale is acceptable provided
it contains the vehicle descrip-
tion, sale amount and is dated and
signed.

Vehicle registrations can be

done in office or online at www.
iowatreasurers.org.

To renew online you will need
your PIN number from the renew-
al notice sent in the mail, or the
audit number from your current
registration. Contact the office
with questions. Those with De-
cember birthdates are reminded
to register their motor vehicles by
January 31, 2026. Bring in your
renewal statement for quicker pro-
cessing.

Driver’s License Office: Locat-
ed in the Treasurer’s Office. You
have 60 calendar days to renew af-
ter the expiration date. You may be
eligible to renew online at www.
mymvd.iowadot.gov.  Licensing
hours are Monday — Friday 8
am. to 12:30 p.m. and 1:30 p.m.
to 3:45 p.m. If you are coming to
Iowa from out of state, specific
documentation is required. Please
call the office at 641-464-3230 for
details. The schedule is subject to
change depending on staffing.

First half 2024 property tax
are now due and payable by Sep-
tember 30, 2025. Call for verifi-
cation of amounts due. You may
choose to pay in office or online.

Elderly and Disabled Prop-
erty Tax Credit, Birthdate by
12/31/2024.

Totally disabled and 18 years
or older by 12/31/24 you may
apply. If you are 70 years of age
by 12/31/24 you may qualify if
your income is less than 250% of
the federal poverty level. Appli-
cations may be obtained online
at www.iowatreasurers.org under
property tax forms or may be
picked in office. Call 464-3230
if you prefer and we will mail an
application.

Real ID goes into effect May,
2025 in order to fly by commer-
cial plane or to enter federal or
nuclear facilities. If you do not
provide a Real ID other docu-
mentation and/or screening may
be required. Note: Two forms of
address verification now required
on all issuance.

Contact the office or go to low-
adot.gov for required documenta-
tion.

Please check our Facebook page
for periodic updates and pertinent
information.

* Veterans Affairs: 109 W. Mad-
ison St., 464-2397. Hannah M.
Rush, Administrator. Open Tues-
day, Wednesday and Thursdays, 9
am. - 4 p.m.; Commission meet-
ings every second Thursday of ev-
ery month, 9 a.m. courthouse as-
sembly room, meetings are open

to the public. Email contact is :
veteransaffairs@ringgoldcounty.
us

Notice: Beginning March 5,
all Veterans who were exposed
to toxins and other hazards while
serving in the military~either at
home or abroad~will be eligible to
enroll directly in VA Health Care.

This means all Veterans who
served in the Vietnam War, the
Gulf War, Afghanistan, the Global
War on Terror, or ANY other com-
bat zone after 9-11 will be eligible
to enroll directly into VA without
first applying for VA benefits.

Also, Veterans who never de-
ployed but were exposed to toxins
while training or on active duty in
the United States will also be eli-
gible to enroll.

Please to https://www.va.gov/
resources/the-pact-act-and-your-
va-benefits/

Veteran Emergency Room
Protocol: Whenever a Veteran
presents at the hospital emergency
room, it must be reported to the
VA in order to receive compensa-
tion for their ER bill.

There is only a 72 hour time
frame to report the ER trip to VA
compensation for the medical bill.
Always get in contact with the VA
before transporting the veteran to
another hospital or facility if pos-
sible.

Veteran or Veteran Family
Member Numbers to Call with-
in 72 hours:

ER care for Veterans: 844-698-
2411 selection option 1, then op-
tion 3 to verify your elgibility for
Urgent Care Services, or for gen-
eral questions related to Urgent
Care.

Email: VHAEmergencyNotifi-
cation@va.gov
Emergency Care Reporting Por-
tal:  https//emergencycarereport-
ing.communitycare.va.gov/

Other:

VA eligibility office Des Moines
515-699-5888
VA eligibility office Omaha 402-
346-6735
Patient Advocate: 515-699-5522
Ringgold County Veterans Af-
fairs: 641-464-2397
Hannah Rush ~ Ringgold Coun-
ty VA Administrator Cell: 641-
321-0074

It is required that the Medical
Provider report a Veteran visit to
the Emergency Room in order for
the VA to compensate the Medical
Provider. If the VA isn’t notified
within 72 hours, the Veteran will
be respondsible for the medical
bill.

Thank You

We would like to send out a heartfelt thank
you to the Kellerton, Diagonal, and Mount Ayr
communities for helping us with a success-
ful Fill the Fire Truck for Faye. Thank you to
our extended fire families, Kellerton Fire and
Diagonal Fire for the help in making this a re-
ality. Faye too the fire truck to the Mount Ayr
neighborhood center this evening to unload.

Diagonal will be delivering next week to their
food pantry. We want to add how very spe-
cial it was for Faye to get such a wonderful
surprise from the Mount Ayr Schools for the
amazing donations they gave. We love our
community so much and appreciate how
much you show your love to us when we ask.

Mount Ayr Fire and the Embers, Diagonal
Fire, and Kellerton Fire want to wish everyone
a very Merry Christmas!

NEW LISTINGS

404 S Grant, Mt. Ayr, IA - $189,000

Low-maintenance, energy-efficient 2-bed, 2-bath
home in Van Buren Square! Features include:

= One-level design with no stairs
= Open floor plan, quartz kitchen countertops,

and soft-close cabinets

= Master suite with walk-in closet and

ensuite bath

= Oversized garage with epoxy-coated floor
= Lawn care, snow removal, and more

through HOA

101 S Garfield St, Mt. Ayr, IA - $100,000
Charming 2-bed, 1-bath ranch on two
spacious lots in Mount Ayr!

= 1,008 sq. ft. of comfortable main-level living
« New roof (2024) and appliances included
= Prime location, just 2 blocks from schools

= Perfect for first-time buyers, downsizing,
or investment

Call/Text 712-621-1960 today to schedule a showing!
NATIONAL MARKETING, LOCAL EXPERTISE. ™

[

> Rhonda Triggs
Broker | Owner

Licsened in lowa and Missouri

United
ountry

/<\\/
Real Estate

) '} 2461 State Highway 2, Mount Ayr, lowa
| Office: 712-621-1960

Southern lowa

Email: SouthernlowaRealEstate@gmail.com
‘Website: www.SouthernlowaRealEstate.com

Lindsey Catanzareti

EquaL Housing | | REALTOR®.
OPPORTUNITY
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Broker | Owner

Licsened in lowa
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Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor,

As we celebrate Advent with lines from the Prophet
Isaiah who foretold the coming of Christ and the mira-
cle of God coming to us as a child born to poor parents,
our pastor recounted the story of the Wise Men who
first sought the “King of the Jews,” in Herod’s palace in
Jerusalem. He was a King; he would have to be born in
a palace, so that was the logical place to go.

This news was not welcomed by Herod who would
seek to find and kill the child. Warned by an Angel, Jo-
seph, Mary and the Baby Jesus fled to Egypt as refu-
gees.

Reflecting on the story, I could not help but be glad
that Trump, Noem and Homan were not in charge of
the Egyptian border. Masked ICE Agents would have
ripped the child from his parents [they are doing that to
countless children in this country], put them in a deten-
tion facility, to be deported back to Herod’s kingdom.

Fact Check: Data from late June through September
2025 indicates that a majority of people in ICE custody
do not have criminal convictions, anywhere from 65%
to 71.5% across databases. Those with convictions are
a smaller cohort, and many convictions reported are
for nonviolent or minor offenses such as immigration
violations and traffic charges, a point which undercuts
framing of detention as focused exclusively on danger-
ous criminals.

They are not rounding up and deporting dangerous
criminals or street gang members. They are seizing ag-
ricultural workers, construction workers, school chil-
dren or a college student planning on flying from Bos-
ton to Texas for Thanksgiving.

In his ministry, Christ taught that people should love
their neighbors as themselves and welcome the stranger
in their midst.

Mary K.Gepner —Benton, lowa

Dear Editor,

Bird flu has struck again — this time in Hamilton
County, where a commercial flock of 18,000 turkeys
tested positive for the highly pathogenic H5NT1 strain.
lowa has now recorded nine detections, bringing the to-
tal to 184 million birds impacted nationally since 2022.
Officials issued a disaster proclamation and prepared
for yet another mass slaughter of animals who never
had a chance. Please, let’s go vegan.

Bird flu spreads through factory farms like wildfire
because these facilities confine sensitive, intelligent
animals in cramped sheds, surrounded by waste and
stress. Those conditions supercharge viruses, helping
them mutate, spread between farms and spill over into
animals in nature and other species. Every new out-
break is just more proof that raising animals for food
puts communities, animals, and human health at risk.

As long as humans breed, confine, and slaughter an-
imals for food, these deadly viruses will continue to re-
turn and grow stronger each time. The solution is clear
and compassionate: go vegan. Visit PETA.org for tips
on getting started.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Libauskas

Climate Research Specialist
The PETA Foundation
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| Swear

I never learned to swear
from my parents and if I
repeated a naughty word
I learned at school my
mother would drag me to
the bathroom by the ear
and scrape my teeth on
a bar of soap. This made
learning an enticing vo-
cabulary very difficult.
While growing up in my
parent’s house I had to
constantly focus on what
words to use and when to
use them and there were
dire consequences if I
used the wrong word at
the wrong time. Swearing
is part of growing up and
during the years of adoles-
cence | learned to divide
cuss words into three cat-
egories.

The first
known as
Swearing, was mildly
offensive swear words
that I used amongst close
friends but never in front
of Grandma. If used na-
ively, certain cuss words
could be excused when
quoting an adult. The sec-
ond category is Tuitional
Swearing, which is school
bus profanity introduced
through a variety of re-
sources. No one really
knew what the words
meant and although they
could be offensive they
were oftentimes excused
with a warning. My par-
ents didn’t always explain
why I shouldn’t say these
words, they just popped
me upside the head. This
further complicated the
theory behind the mean-
ing of some words and
was confusing with the
hodgepodge of silly ex-
planations offered by my
peers. These words were
risky but fun to say and
were often pronounced
incorrectly when  first
learned. Caution needed
to be taken when practic-

category,
Sanctioned

ing how I said new swear
words, because the more
the words were used the
more fluently they rolled
off my tongue and getting
too relaxed with my new
vocabulary could cause
flakes of soap to roll off
my tongue.

The third and worst
category is Barbaric Blas-
phemy which is a string of
cuss words woven togeth-
er in a vulgar sentence.
Usually these words were
only spoken after mid-
night behind closed doors
and during a stay over with
my buddies. If this type of
profanity was overheard
by any adult, punishment
would be severe. This I
learned between classes
when the junior high prin-
cipal caught me practic-
ing Barbaric Blasphemy
while being rowdy with a
group of boys in the hall-
way at school. Before the
words completely left my
mouth he was leading me
to his office by my ear.
There was no denying
my potty mouth and the
principal slapped the palm
of his hand with a wood-
en paddle and said, “You
have only two choices. I
can swat you on the bot-
tom with this paddle or
I can call your father!”
Without hesitation [ re-
plied, “Hit me twice if you
must; but please do not
call my father. I will not
use that type of language
ever again, [ swear!”
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| Don't Think So

Over the years I have
had the good fortune of
experiencing some won-
der adventures.

I have walked the water
soaked caverns that hide
behind Niagra Falls (Cave
of the Winds) and I have
ridden a bicycle down the
side of Mount Haleakala,
the 10,000 foot tall dor-
mant volcano on the is-
land of Maui. I have even
skied the slopes of Inter-
laken, Switzerland, as part
of a once-in-a-lifetime
school trip when I was in
high school. My wife even
gave me private flying les-
sons where I was allowed
to take off but never af-
fored the opportunity to
experience landing.

Now in my advancing
years, | look back on these
adventures and it got me
thinking. How many op-
portunities did I have to
expand my adverture re-
sume but turned down.

In no particular order,
here it goes.

1)  Skydiving. The
thoughts of diving out of
a perfectly good airplane
with a glorified bed sheet
strapped to my back held
little appeal for me. Pass

2) Swim with Sharks
at Discovery Cove in Or-
lando. Getting into a large
tank of water with an ani-
mal that can re-grow teeth
overnight dressed like an
hors d’oeuvres just didn’t
make any sense to me. Be-
sides, any animal with the
name “Nurse” in their for-
mal name seems just like
you’re just asking for it.
Nope

3) Noodling. What is
noodling you ask? This
would be the practice of
sticking your arm or leg
into a hole underwater
the color of a typical Star-
bucks coffee, hoping a

giant fish will bite you. |
would really like to meet
the person who invented
this fishing method, if for
no other reason then to
shake his hand, if he has
any left. Hard No.

4) Bungee jumping.
Had a chance to partici-
pate in a hiking/bungee
outing while in California
on business. I think it was
in La Verne. Let's review.
You climb up to the top of
a very high gorge over a
raging river passing below
some 120 feet. They tie a
giant rubber band around
your ankles and hurl you
off the bridge. This would
be considered an unforced
error in most sports. Nah!

For now I am happy
with my past adventures
and don’t intend to risk
my life unecessarily. I
will say that hang gliding
does intrigue me just a bit.
Soaring like a bird on the
warm summer thermals
must be exciting. Just
have to get over this lit-
tle problem with heights
I seem to have developed
as the years have peeled
by. Once I get up enough
courage to traverse up and
down the basement steps
I might consider jumping
off a cliff with fake wings
firmly attached.

In the mean time, I'm
happy with the contact I
have with mother earth.
Think I’ll keep my feet on
the ground.

Just sayin.

A penny for your thoughts - The final penny coin produced at Philadelphia

By Jeff Snyder

MOUNT AYR-Iowa — On No-
vember 12 the United States Mint
produced the last penny coin. After
238 years, the penny's run is over.

The federal government has de-
termined that the cost to produce
the lowly penny represents ap-
proximately three times what the
penny is actually worth. In the age
of economizing, the government
is “squeezing every penny,” so to
speak, in an attempt to save money.

The impact of this move won’t
be felt immediately, but area busi-
nesses are already seeing the effects
of this reduction in penny circula-
tion.

The penny will continue to be
valid currency for exchange in the
United States for the foreseeable
future, as there are still $114 billion
in pennies currently in circulation.
As the circulation is reduced, cash

transactions will start to present
problems. Simply making change
will be nearly impossible with the
lack of rounding currency such as
the penny.

The impact will also be felt in the
accounting world as well. Comput-
er and banking systems, which are
programed to the penny, will need
to be re-programed to take into
consideration this bookkeeping fi-
asco.

Local retailers are preparing for
the inevitable shortage that is com-
ing for the penny and are imple-
menting strategies to manage cash
transaction that require pennies to
fulfill.

Some organizations, such as
U.S. Bank in Mount Ayr have al-
ready determined that in the event
a transaction results in a need for a
penny to complete the transaction
that it would round up the transac-

tion to the next five cent increment,
always in favor of the customer.

Other area retailers are also pre-
paring for the eventual shortage and
correcting as the situation warrants.

The postal system presents an-
other interesting challenge since
a variety of their products are un-
evenly priced. The current cost of a
first class stamp stands at 78 cents,
a difficult transaction to perform
without the use of a penny.

Other postal products are sim-
ilarly affected. A post card is 61
cents and a pre-posted card is 69
cents. According to local post offic-
es throughout Ringgold County, no
formal notice has yet to be given to
the local offices from the Post Mas-
ter General, as to how to address
these cash transaction challenges.

A common solution that is circu-
lating is the rounding up or down
to the nearest nickel. As this strat-

The first Lincoln penny 1909
stock image
egy begins to take hold, the nickel
could be next on the endangered
species list. The added pressure
placed on the nickel will likely re-
sult in the same fate as the penny.
For the record, according to the
United States Mint, the cost to pro-
duce a single nickel is 14 cents.
Once again, roughly three times the
face value of the coin itself.

If the logic to discontinue the
penny is used, than the fate of the
nickel is likely not far behind in its
extinction as well.

The United States currency sit-
uation has remained relatively sta-
ble over the centuries. The curren-
cies value which was once based
on a “Gold Standard” is now re-
liant on global economics to seek
out its value. The dollar is still by
far and away the bench mark on
global business transactions, but
it is looking more and more like
we as a country and more impor-
tantly a county seem to be moving
toward a cashless system. Credit
cards, debit cards, even public as-
sistance transaction use electronic
benefits transfers (EBT) to stream-
line the retail transaction process.
As cost to produce currency closes
in or exceed face value, change is
inevitable.






Mount Ayr Record-News

k I S O CIAL Thursday, December 11,

S

2025

Community Calendar

NOTICE - If you would
like your organization’s
meeting dates to appear in
the calendar, please con-
tact Record-News staff at
464-2440.

Reoccuring Events

2nd and 4th Monday
of every Month

Caregiver Support Group
meetings will be held the
second Monday of each
month from 1-2 p.m. at the
Ringgold County Court-
house Ist floor conference
room.

The meeting is for those
who are currently or previ-
ously have been the care-
giver of a loved one. Call
Ringgold County Public
Health if questions, 641-
464-0691.

Thursdays
Alcoholics Anonymous
meetings every Thursday at
7 p.m. at the Mount Ayr De-
pot Museum.

Al-Anon Family
Group Meeting
Mondays

Al-Anon offers under-
standing plus support for
families, friends of problem
drinkers. Join us for a safe,
welcoming spce to share ex-
periences plus find strength
together.

7:15 p.m. Mount Ayr First
Christian Church.

Red Cross
Blood Drive
First
Christian Church
11 a.m.-5 p.m.
January 6, 2026

March 3, 2026

LifeServe
Blood Center

VA Mobile Clinic
Held at UBP Church
2343 Hwy 169.
November 25, 2025

EveryStep
“Touching Our Grief”
support group

(every 3rd Thursday)
3:30-5 p.m. Ringgold Co.
Extension office, Mt. Ayr

Lucky Lanes
Bowling
September through May
Friday and Saturday
6 -10 p.m. open bowling.
Private Parties available by
request.

L L S R S

DIAGONAL EVENTS

kdkd bbb bbb kit

Princess Theater
7 p.m. on
Friday, Saturday
2 p.m. on Sunday.

December 12, 13, 14
WICKED: FOR GOOD
Rated PG

LR R L L L R

MOUNT AYR EVENTS
Thursday
Friday
December 12
8 p.m. Ugly Sweater Par-
ty Sponsored By Trails End
Saloon.
Saturday
December 13
4-6 p.m. Christmas Tour of
Homes. $15 advance ticket
sales at Country Blossoms,
Record News and Mit-
zi Hymbaugh (641-340-
4175), $20 at the door. All
Proceeds go to women bat-
ting breast cancer in Ring-
gold, Union and Decatur
Counties. Sponsored by
First Christian Church, all
st sfe sfe i sfe sfe sk ke sfe sfeoske ke sie sk ke skesk
TINGLEY EVENTS
Saturday
December 13
2 p.m. Santa is coming to
town, at the Tingley Fire
Department.

ER R S S S
BENTON EVENT
Saturday
December 13
Benton Community Invites
you to Breakfast for Sup-
per from 5 to 7 p.m. every
second Saturday of every

Month.

Leader of . *s - the Pack!

L By: Priscilla Alvik

Porch Time
with T

Grief Goggles

Recently I heard some-
one use this in a sentence
while talking about their
recent losses. They said
“I must put on my Grief
Goggles to get through
this.”

With this being the sea-
son my family lost three
very important people
in our lives, I can see
what they are feeling.
Grief isn’t just a word
but a feeling, a feeling of
hurt, sometimes anger,

sadness, of losing track of our faith and

of depression.

We each handle grief so differently.

I remember attending a funeral for
a dear friend once when I was much
younger, and still having not felt it my-
self, confused as to why they weren’t
crying at the visitation, wondering how
they held it together that evening. Twenty
years later, as I stood at the end of my
own granddaughter’s casket that evening
three years ago, greeting those who came
to say their goodbyes and sharing stories
of our girl. I told stories with pride and
hugged and thanked each one, checked
on my daughter and family and with only

an occasional tear.

Why wasn’t [ sobbing, why was I being
so strong, this was the worst day of my
entire life, I’d lost the little girl who was

By TERESA
(ANDREWS)

CRECELIUS

the first to say “Grama,”
the one I rocked and sang
“Bye oh Bye” and she
would repeat it so sweet-
ly back to me. I'd lost
my road trip partner, my
“let’s get a Frappe” and
go shopping partner and
yet somehow [ was being
strong.

Now, today three years
later is a totally differ-
ent scenario. I will tell
others I worry about my
daughter, my family and

if they are able to cope, when all along,
I am struggling to cope too some days,
and all those things are normal. So if you
have gone or are going through grief,
you know its a word, a term, yet a very
life changing real thing and we each deal
with it differently. Now I know our girl
and she was full of faith, spirit, spunk
and attitude and she would tell me to put
on my “Grief Goggles” or in her terms it
would of been more like “Big girl pant-
ies” and cherish every single day watch-
ing for signs that she’s in this enchanted
place, organizing and preparing to meet
us again one day, lining up others who’ve

gone before us. But till then wanting us

to do what she did on this Earth and love
hard, live big, help others and to not be
scared. #Livelikeabbi.

God, are You Listening?

My mind waited out the
months for the tree’s undress-
ing of leaves to occur after the
first hard frost in that second
year of Amabele and Klara’s
lives. Loaded into my vehicle
that nippy Wednesday in No-
vember we headed to Fife’s
Grove Park for the underfoot
crunching to begin. As [ pulled
into the grove the girl’s excite-
ment heightened when they
realized where we were going.
I looked at Klara who holds
permanent front seat passen-
ger status and said, “Park!”
On cue her ears perked up,
as her head turned to look out
the window with excitement.
I pulled into the grove, and
parked. As I opened the back
door the girls barreled out
into the carpet of fallen leaves
from the oak trees in the
grove. I found myself smil-
ing widely as I watched Klara
and Amabele chase each other
through the grove sending the
fallen leaves airborne. We rus-
tled thru on our walk descend-
ing into a pool of gradient fall
colors that sparkled as the sun
peeked through the canopy of
the tree’s bare branches.

Klara, who loves to initiate
the game of hide-and-seek was
the first to dive into the hues
of color. Her body embraced
by the leaves left her eyes,

and nose peeking out. Am-
abele commenced energetic
“zoomies” around-and-around
her sister. Their contagious en-
ergy took me back into mem-
ories of my youth and before [
knew it, I had plunged into the
pool of leaves too. A lark of
folly had taken place as I sat on
the ground tossing the leaves
into the air. My actions enticed
the girl, who then came run-
ning into my space lapping my
face generously with kisses.
As our fun ended, I wisely
checked my pockets to make
sure my phone, car keys and
remote that controls the girls’
collars were all on my be-
ing before getting up off the
ground. With everything in
its place, I called the girls to
follow me. Grabbing my
keys I unlocked the door and
signaled for the girls to jump
in. As I headed to the driver’s
side, I next grabbed my phone
and then went to my pocket
that holds the remote for the
girls’ collar, it wasn’t there.

In panic mode I went
around the vehicle searching
the ground, nothing. Think-
ing the remote somehow
slipped out of my pocket on
the way back to the vehicle, I
released the girls out and tried
to retrace our steps. Using
my feet as a broom to swish

'RDBERTS AUTO

the leaves off to the side ex-
posing the ground I searched.
After 45 minutes and dark-
ness looming 1 decided we
needed to head home.

A one-way conversation
with God commenced as I
drove. I told him “IT was sor-
ry for my laziness, not attach-
ing a lariat to the remote as |
should have. To please give
me one more chance to correct
my error. And, God money is
tight, I cannot really afford to
purchase another set.”

The rest of the day my
thoughts continued to address
the “Big Guy in the clouds.”
It was with resolve that I
had to go back to the grove
the next day with my rake

to try and find the remote,
which is exactly what I did.
It occurred to me as I raked
the leaves that if anyone had
seen my actions that morn-
ing, they would have labeled
me “looney.” Who rakes a
forest floor? Two hours later,
with blistered hands, I head-
ed back home feeling defeat-
ed. Another conversation en-
sued with God as I drove.

“T accept the lesson of loss
Lord, I am really sorry, I will
do better next time,” I said in
prayer.

[ decided at that mo-
ment, the next day I would
go purchase another remote
set and be done with it.
That night I once again
prayed for a miracle, what
could it hurt I thought? As
sleep overcame me the si-
lence of the night took me to
a dream where I clearly saw

Tingley Congregate Meal Site

Congregate meal served at noon
Ellston American Legion Building

Friday, December 12: Beef Enchiladas
Monday, December 15: Grilled Chicken Breast
Tuesday, December 16: Tator Tot Casserole
Friday, December 19: Pork Patty

' Benton -
‘|Community

Invites . ™

You To e e
BREAKFAST ror SUPPER

Every 2nd Saturday of Every Month ¢ 5 to 7 p.m.
Benton Community Center
* Biscuits & Gravy ¢ Pancakes * Ham/Sausage

Freewill Offering

* Cinnamon Rolls « Scrambled Eggs * Drinks
i To rent the center, call/text 641-414-6439 or 641-414-9089 i

the remote lying face-up on
the ground near a tree trunk.
The dream was so vivid that
it woke me with a startle. [
lied back down thinking to
myselfis this wishful thinking
on my part or is this an omen.
The next morning before I
went off to the store I decid-
ed to visit the grove one more
time. No rake, no sense of
urgency to seek, just a casual
walk through the grove with
the girls to enjoy the morning.
As our walk neared a close, 1
felt a bit of disappointment,
and once again found myself
telling God, “It’s okay, I get
it.” I loaded the girls into the
vehicle and as I turned I no-
ticed a Kleenex lying on the
ground near the shelter. Must
have fallen out of my pocket
I thought. So, I walked over

to the tissue to pick it up. As
I bent down my eyes caught
the sight of something else to
my right. There the remote sat
staring at me face-up just as |
had seen in my dream.

Does God listen? From
this gal’s experience
yes, he certainly does!
In the spirit of Christmas let
your faith in God take you
ALL into the New Year of
2026 with many blessings
to come. XO Simply us.
The author is the owner of
Klara, and Amabele who
are 4-1/2 years old, sisters.
Their mother Gemma is 7
years old and joined living
with them in the home of
the author where they all
live happily. The girls are of
the English Cream Retriev-
ers breed of dogs.

PRINCESS THEATER

Coming Up
December 12,13, & 14

WICKED: FOR GOOD

Fri. & Sat. 7:00 p.m.
Sun. 2:00 p.m.
Admission: $7.00

theprincessmtayr.com

On the Square in Mt. Ayr (641) 464-2466

[IUREARTY]

WITHGIETSIEROM!

SNYDEReSIinlHUMESTON

T@CKIN STUEEERS]

SSA 9‘ DOUG Toys'S s WARMIES

. WILLOW TREENATIVITY,SETS:& ORNAMENTS

LIVESTOCK AUCTION

Market, LLC
\—:'.—'

AR
S |owm9 ISUCOLLECTBLESEYAPPARE!
© e o LIFEIS, GOODHOODIESETEES

o0/ JOEE

V|S|’r our Christmas Shop andithe'Kitchen'Cornery
ALWAYS FREE GIFT WRAPPING,

SALE EVERY THURSDAY

I WANTED:|

» Ferrous & Non Ferrous Metals
» Vehicles & Machinery

GIVING TOP DOLLAR FOR YOUR SCRAP

Weigh-Ins 9:30 a.m.
Bred Stock 11:30 a.m. with Feeders Following

View Our Auction Live At: www.Imaauctions.com
MARKET PHONE: 641-784-3323
Jason Allen, 641-782-0790

W%W

NEW & USED AUTO PARTS Jared Miller, 515-608-0953
) - = Sh Monday Th SNYDERSOFHUMESTON.
LEON RECYCLING & AUTO PARTS 900 E. Main St. » Lamoni, lowa 50140 Satirday 8106 : -~
641-446-7557 www.lamonilivestock.com ‘Cattle Sales Thursday’ (641) 877-4151 Like us on ﬂ
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more will attend. The Se-
nior Center will provide
food. Just come and en-
joy social time with your
friends.

December 9, is usually
our Potluck. We’re cancel-
ing the Potluck, but will
have Bingo at 2 p.m.

Wednesday, Decem-

Strategy,” a Jack Reach-
er novel by Lee Child and
“The Boxcar Librarian,” by
Brianna Labuskes, a De-
pression era mystery about
a librarian who used a con-
verted mining car to bring
books to isolated Montana
communities. Thanks  to
Mary Jane Thompson for

night. They reported a
good crowd and very good
food at the soup supper.
Joshua and Emerie
Waske were supper guests
with Jo Kaye Shields and
Cricket Waske on Wednes-
day night. Jo Kaye joined
Jake Dailey, Diane Wood,
Alyce Mattis, Lisa Jack-

read more from our book,
It Happened in lowa. Bingo
finished off the afternoon.
Winners for Thursday were
Jo Ann Maguire, Leland
Jones, Loren Winemiller,
Linda Jackson and Marga-
ret Hulse. Teresa Buchanan
was our blackout winner.
We tried Word Ladder

ber 10, at 6:30 p.m. is the donating this book. son, Jeff and Brenda for the first time on Friday. st AL

Safe Harbor Grief Group Woody and Joshua Waske Being new, we struggled a A .};'DII‘II_.:_,
field went to the lighted meeting. The Holidays are Coffee With The for supper at Rumors on bit learning the idea, but R
Christmas parade, library very difficult for so many Girl Thursday evening. Jo we will definitely be try- -
open house and the Poe that are needing support 1ris Kaye accompanied Pete ing it again. And to finish  Joe and Donna Warin at-
Hollow lights on Saturday  through this season. Ev- Linda Bell and Amy Shields to the JV  the week, we got our tree tended a 60th birthday par-
night in Mount Ayr. eryone is welcome to at- Hews from Clearield and varsity boys’ games up. It is so enjoyable to sit ty for Steve Jennett at his

Connie Allen has been tend. at Martensdale-St Mary’s  and look at the lights. Now  home on Saturday night.

helping Gladys Jones with Closure schedule for on Friday night. Jo Kaye, we can consider ourselves Dick and Joyce Weehler

chores and shopping this
week.

Ginny Quick helped at
the Worth County R-III
Elementary School (Grant
City, Mo.) on Tuesday and
then went out for lunch
with retired teachers to the
Dusty Cowgirl restaurant.
She went to the Garden
Club Christmas party in
Afton on Friday and to the

the Holidays. Closed De-
cember 24-26 for Christ-
mas. Closed January 1 for
New Years. December 31
is our New Years Party
from 1 to 5 p.m. Let me
know if you are attend-
ing, so we’ll have plenty
of food/snacks. Call 641-
344-9985 or sign up at the
Senior Center.

I couldn’t get out on
Monday to get this to Kris-
ten at the bank; she sends
it to Lenox and Mount
Ayr for me. My chimney
had deep snow on it and

Cricket and Joshua Waske
went to Bethany, Mo. for
lunch at Toot Toot and
shopping on Sunday. In the
evening, Diane Wood and
Jo Kaye went to the Christ-
mas program at Wishard
Chapel. Maggie and Riley
Waske were participants in
the program. On Thursday,
Cricket went to her grand-
daughter Riley’s ballgame.

ready for Christmas.

That completes our
week here at our home.
We hope our family and
friends stay healthy, hap-
py, and safe. And we hope
to see you soon.

B nton

“ ~iatia )
|

gained another great-grand-
child Sunday. Asher James
Heilman was born early
Sunday morning. The lit-
tle guy is welcomed by
parents James Heilman
and Allison Marks of Grin-
nell. Proud grandmother is
Becky Weehler Heilman of
Swisher.

Melanie Jackson and

lighted Christmas parade Library at the end of the driveway, Charlie and Vickie ]IsmdaM Murph%/h ng :0
in Mount Ayr on Saturday the snowplow had left big Jeanes took his sister, Pat ef h (Elllness llirs 33’ 0
night and had supper at Leaﬁngs boulders of snow. For the Hunt, to Des Moines for walch the - spar Sh ance
the Christian church. first snow of winter, we medical appointments on team compete at the state
Get well wishes are sent sure got it. Thursday and Monday. contest. ‘Their niece and
out to Dale Walkup who Thursday and Friday = granddaughter is a mem-
has a broken ankle due to nights, did you see the | Mount Avr Health | === e y Der of the team. Kevin and
a fall. moon? I learned it was yr Mike Gepner and Mary Melanie took in an carly
Bobbi  Bainum  had called the cold moon, and Care Kathryn Gepner went to Christmas by attending a
lunch and visited with it was huge, white and Center Creston  shopping on Soneert in Kansas City on
Lena Hunt and lan Har- cold. Wednesday. Saturday:.
grave on Friday. There will be a live Na- Cathy Kilgore was a Fri- Joan Jackson went to
The Library and the tivity scene at the Meth- day visitor of Ann Baker. Maryville Sunday to at-
Senior Citizen Community celebrated odist Church this Sunday. Saturday night, the Mt. tend the Christmas program
s “Christmas in the Ayr,” on  Also, an auction and soup Ayr Public Library was open the Laura Street Bap-
ACthlty Saturday, December 6. De-  supper. It’s always a lot of during Christmas in the Ayr. ~ tist Church. Her grandson,
Center spite the challenges of the fun. Santa will make a vis- Lots of treats and homemade ~ Seager, was in the choir and

Definitely a cold De-
cember day. Everything
uptown is very festive for
the Holidays. The light-
ed poles, the Old-Fash-
ioned Christmas Cards in
the courtyard, the Shelter
House decorations and
the big tree. It takes a lot
of work to get all of this
ready for our communi-
ty’s enjoyment. We have
Chamber, Ringgold Out-
door Alliance and many
individuals in other or-
ganizations and privately
help with this every year.
Take time to thank them
and appreciate their ef-
forts.

We had our Steering
Committee meeting this
morning at 10:30 a.m. We
are having our annual New
Years Party on December
31 from 1 to 5 p.m. We are
going to try the afternoon
instead of the evening to
hopefully increase our
attendance. Hopefully if
people do not have to be
out on the road after dark,

" LAMONI FAMILY

| CARE CHIROPRACTIC

I * DR. BRYAN NOWLIN
303 S. Linden
Lamoni, lowa

I
I
I I
I I
| ~ oFFICE HOURS |
I I
I I
I I
I

* Monday - Thursday
9a.m.-6p.m.
* Friday
9a.m.-2p.m.

I 784-
L)

1 Bedroom
Apartments

in Tingley for elderly or
disabled are available now at

Tingley
Housing Corp.

weather, a large number
of people attended the cel-
ebration which included
“A Very Special Vintage
Christmas” baked potato
supper sponsored by the
First Christian Church, the
tree lighting of the festive
and beautifully decorat-
ed community Christmas
tree, a “Tour of Trees” and
Santa and Mrs. Claus in the
Courthouse. The highlight
of the celebration was the
lighted Christmas parade.

For a number of adult
watchers, the place to be
was the library — where
you could watch the parade
in comfort and sip a cup of
Bobbi’s delicious hot cider.
The library was open from
5 to 7 p.m., serving hot ci-
der and a variety of Christ-
mas goodies.

Thanks to Bobbi for
making and serving the
cider and thanks to Bobbi
and the Board members
for supplying the goodies.
I have it on good authority
(from the children) that the
library has the best Christ-
mas goodies. At least 82
people (adults and children)
signed the library’s guest
book. This event gives us
the opportunity to show-
case this beautiful and his-
toric Carnegie Library and
to thank the community for
their continued support.

New to the Library in
large print fiction: “Exit

it there.

They got the decora-
tions up on Main Street,
so I guess we are ready for
Christmas. Every commu-
nity it seems has an event
of some kind to celebrate
Christmas; so, you could
go to one every weekend
for sure, and Santa is sure-
ly busy. I heard he will be
in Clearfield on December
20 — more details later.

Closing with “I’ve
learned that a good friend
is better than a therapist.”

Hickory Grove

Linda Hesse from Nor-
walk spent Saturday to
Monday with Rose James.
On Sunday evening, Rose,
Linda, and Joe, Lindsey,
Adrian and Joslyn Catan-
zareti were supper guests
with Joe and Susie Cat-
anzareti to celebrate the
birthdays of Rose James
and Adrian Catanzareti.

Walt and Beverly Mc-
Ginnis enjoyed “Christ-
mas in the Village” in Al-
lendale, Mo. on Sunday

St - ] .§upp0rti

Wow! How we have en-
joyed the snow, fully
thankful we don’t have to
get out in it. We have been
staying warm indoors and
busy with activities.

Monday started with
Trivial ~Pursuit. Bingo
filled the afternoon. Win-
ners for Monday include
Teresa Buchanan, Linda
Jackson, Sue Hall, Jo Ann
Maguire, Irene Freeman,
Mary Owens and Jerry
Trenkle. Blackout winners
were Leland Jones and
Margaret Hulse with a tie.
Phyllis Sickels joined in
for the fun and help things
run smoothly.

Kickball filled our
Tuesday morning, help-
ing us move and stretch.
We started a new book
for Iowa Stories called
It Happened in lowa. It
is several short stories of
things starting as early as
1788. Seth Denney then
joined us to lead us in Bi-
ble Study.

On Wednesday church
was led by Tim Maxa.
Camille Jackson played
the piano to accompany
us singing. Nails were
painted after lunch. And
we read the Record News
to keep up on what is hap-
pening in our community.

The beautician was here
on Thursday refreshing
several people’s hair. We

apple cider were served.

Richard Swank visited
several times during the
week with Junior and Mary
Swank.

Sunday, Mary Kathryn
Gepner and Kay and Don
Hove attended church at Mt.
Ayr First United Methodist
Church.

had a part in the pageant.

Brian Terrell is traveling
in the Holy Land. On Sun-
day, he went to Mass at the
Church of the Nativity in
Bethlehem. He is travel-
ing with a group of Amer-
ican peace folks hosted by
a Palestinian ecumenical
Center.

Pictured Left to Right Chuck Estrada, Martha Land-
phair, Lynne Wallace, Joana Putvain, Jim Uhlenkamp.
Front I-r Amanda Hanisch, Mary Estrada

On Monday, November 17, the Ringgold County
Democrats donated a check for $1,000 to the Matura
Neighborhood Center. The donated funds were raised
with the help of the community through support of the
Ringgold County Democrats' bake sales. The Matura
Neighborhood Center serves between 100-150 families
in the community each month.
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Stop in today for all your
ag operating needs.

Kim Greenland Hannah Main

641-464-3555

641-464-3555

g

n

Appliances o - A
furnished. Jesse Thomas Jeff Dustin Adam Jack George Daniel
~CALL~ Woerdehoff  Dougherty Winslow Andersen Bunge Plagge Meinecke Obley
Nancy Ford INDIANOLA INDIANOLA NEW VIRGINIA MADRID GRIMES GRIMES NORWALK NORWALK
515-371-7835  515961-7000  641-449-3314  515-321-5588  515-450-4493 7125415285  515-981-1364 515-981-4234
Ph. 641-772-4295 o

103 W. South Street « Mount Ayr * 641-464-3555 » www.citystatebank.com

(Leave message) o
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National Honor Society transcripts

Trace Knapp

By Tate Dugan

Trace Knapp is the
11th-grade son of Tracee
and Steve Knapp. Trace
is currently involved in
Football, Track, Speech,
Choir, Band, Esports, and
Drama. Trace has excelled
in everything he is a part
of, earning recognition for
an outstanding solo in jazz
band and certificates of
academic achievement on
the Science and English
ISASP tests. Trace also
maintains a 3.7 GPA. In
addition to being scholar-
ly, Trace holds himself to
a high standard in charac-
ter. He treats others with
respect and kindness, no
matter the situation. To
quote one of his teachers,
“Trace is a driven and
passionate student whose
leadership shines through
his involvement in band,
football, and the weight
room. His love for music
and his commitment to
inspire those around him.
Trace has a “come with
me”  mentality—encour-
aging his peers to get in-
volved, push themselves,
and grow. In the class-
room, he is never hesitant
to contribute to deep dis-
cussions, often offering a
unique and thoughtful per-
spective that challenges
others to think differently.
Trace’s leadership is root-
ed in encouragement, au-
thenticity, and a genuine
desire to see others suc-
ceed.” I've been honored
to get to know Trace and
share the field with him.
I'm thankful for him as a
friend and a teammate. At
this time, please join me
in congratulating Trace on
his induction into the Na-
tional Honor Society.

Calvin Main

By Tanner Streit

Calvin Main is the 11th-grade
son of Wiley and Carrie Main. Cal-
vin maintains a 3.9 Cumulative
GPA, and earned the Highest Score
on the Math ISASP in 9th and
10th grades, was named Academ-
ic All-District in Football, and has
been recognized with the Award of
Excellence by the Congress of Fu-
ture Medical Leaders. Beyond the
classroom, Calvin is involved in a
wide range of school activities. He
has participated in Football, Bas-
ketball, Track, Golf, Leader in Me
Action Team, FFA, Band, E-sports,
Quiz Bowl, and Drama Club. His
achievements include earning his
FFA Greenhand Degree, Chapter
Degree, and representing his chap-
ter at the State Leadership Confer-
ence. Calvin is a recognized leader,
being elected Vice President of his
class during his freshman year, Sec-
retary during his Sophomore year,
and Percussion Lieutenant in the
band as a sophomore. He has also
been a committed member of the
Leader in Me Lighthouse Team for
all three years of high school. Cal-
vin volunteers at community events,
including the Ringgold Outdoor
Alliance Haunted House, MACS
Hall of Fame Banquet, Youth Foot-
ball programs, and the Mount Ayr
150th Anniversary celebration. His
willingness to help whenever need-
ed shows his strong commitment
to his school and community. One
of Calvin’s teachers stated: “Cal-
vin is a quiet and reserved student,
but his dedication and focus speak
volumes. He is deeply invested in
his learning and approaches school
with a strong sense of responsibili-
ty. Always pleasant and respectful,
Calvin works well with everyone
and contributes positively to the
classroom environment. His steady
demeanor and strong work ethic
make him a truly dependable and
admirable student.” At this time, I
would like to congratulate Calvin
Main on his induction into the Na-
tional Honor Society.

Jaylee Shaffer

By Abby Larson

Jaylee Shaffer is the 11th-
grade daughter of Jason and
Kelly Shaffer. Jaylee is an ex-
ceptional young woman whom
I’ve had the privilege of getting
to know throughout high school.
She is kind, outgoing, goal-ori-
ented, and a natural leader. Jaylee
works hard and consistently lifts
up those around her. Jaylee is in-
volved in Volleyball, Basketball,
Golf, Speech, Stomp Out Stigma-
the student mental health aware-
ness group, and Student Coun-
cil. It is difficult to summarize
Jaylee’s many accomplishments
so I'll highlight a few. Jaylee
is the 2024 lowa High School,
Class 1 A State Runner-Up in Golf
and the 2025 Iowa High School,
Class 1A State Golf Champion,
she was named the lowa High
School Golf Coaches Associa-
tion Player of the Year for the
past two years and named the Ju-
nior PGA Player of the Year for
2025. Last year, she led both the
Golf and Basketball teams to POI
conference championships, and
was named First-Team All-Con-
ference in Volleyball her 10th
and 11th grade years. In addi-
tion to athletic accomplishments,
Jaylee makes time to volunteer
for our school at the Hall of
Fame Banquet, District Speech
contest and youth sports events.
One of Jaylee’s teachers stated,
“Jaylee has an outstanding lead-
ership style. She is able to adapt
her style to what is needed by the
group. She knows when to speak
up and when to lead by example.
She continues to grow her skills
and will only gain in the role of
leadership.” As a teammate and
friend, I wholeheartedly agree.
Jaylee always seems to know
when to offer an encouraging
word and when to quietly lead
by her actions. It is my pleasure
to congratulate Jaylee on her in-
duction into the National Honor
Society.

Dannie Stewart

By Aubree Shields

Dannie Stewart is the 11th-
grade daughter of Julie and
Josh Shields and Kevin and
Ashley Stewart. Dannie is
involved in volleyball, bas-
ketball, dance team, softball,
Stop Out Stigma, Student
Council, Leader in Me Action
Teams, and serves as a class
officer. Dannie maintains a
3.97 GPA and has been named
academic all-conference,
earned an academic achieve-
ment award on the ISASP
ELA test, and earned a team
academic award with the
Sparks dance team. She not
only excels in the classroom
but also on the court. Dannie
is a two-time Pride of lowa
Conference honorable men-
tion selection in basketball
and was recently named first
team all-conference in volley-
ball. One of her teachers stat-
ed: “Dannie is a very kind and
encouraging person. She is the
type of person every teacher
wishes they had in EVERY
class. Dannie is positive about
her own work, but also makes
sure to encourage others to
try their best. She can keep a
class together and make ev-
eryone feel like they are ac-
tively participating. Her atti-
tude towards not only school,
but her peers, is what makes
her different from others.
There is not a student I’ve had
in class with her, who has not
had a personal and important
interaction with Dannie.” I am
thankful to be able to call her
both a teammate and a friend
and can attest that she is never
afraid to stand up for what is
right. She is a team player and
constantly demonstrates gen-
uine care for others. Dannie
exemplifies each pillar of the
National Honor Society and
I am honored to congratulate
her on her induction.

cer Awareness Style Show.

With the money raised the

Chnelle Cole and Joe and Deb-

Amazing

Continued from front page

nization that has been bringing at-
tention to girls all across the coun-
try since 2007. The program was
founded by Jordan Somer, when
she was just 13 years old. She has
since expanded the program to
include chapters in 30 states with
nearly a thousand participants
each year. By all accounts the pro-
gram has been wildly successful.

The mission is to provide con-
fidence-building  opportunities
for individuals with disabilities
through inclusive events inspired
by pageantry.

The events consist of local and
national pageants focused on pub-
lic speaking, interviews and eve-
ning gown walks, emphasizing
skills, talents and personality over
appearance.

According to the Miss Amaz-
ing web page, the events also
focus on communities which in
turn create a supportive space for
participants to connect with peers,
gain self-worth and feel celebrat-
ed.

About the Documentary Se-
ries: The focus of the film series
is following young women, like
17-year-old Abigail Manery, on
their journey to the National Miss
Amazing Summit this past year.

Themes: Explores friendship,
overcoming challenges (like bul-
lying), finding one's voice and the
power of community.

Impact: Offers a glimpse into
the lives of these inspiring indi-
viduals as they gain self-esteem
and advocate for themselves and
others.

In essence, "The Road to Miss
Amazing" is a story of empower-
ment, showcasing how a unique
pageant platform helps young
women with disabilities shine and
find their place in the world.

The event drew, which drew
more attendees than anyone imag-
ined, has now become an annual
event. The style show, which fea-
tures women modeling clothing,
also features women giving their
own breast cancer testimonials.

“It’s just been a very heart-
warming, just a good fellow-
ship,” Glazebrook said.

group of ladies purchase gift
cards and give to breast cancer
patients in area hospitals. The lo-
cal group is also in the process of
partnering with Mission Cancer
to reach even more individuals.
The area homes to be toured
in this year’s first ever event are
that of Gary and Darla Sobotka,
Mary Ellen Spurrier, Justin and

bie Murphy.

For more information about
the event, contact Hymbaugh at
641-340-4175 or on Facebook
at mtayrfcc. Tickets can be pur-
chased at Country Blossoms
and at the Mount Ayr Record
News ahead of the event for
$15 or at the door of the church
on the day of the event for $20.

Tour

Continued from front page

At that point Glazebrook and
Mitzi Hymbaugh started plans of
having a style show to support
women with breast cancer. The
two ladies approached area busi-
ness and Snyder’s in Humeston
hosted the 1% annual Breast Can-
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LOOKING BACK in the Early Files

By Lora Stull

One Hundred
Years Ago

(From the Mount Ayr
Record-News, Thursday,
December 16, 1925.)

A plan to get Iowa
out of the mud was an-
nounced by Gov. Hamill
and the Hwy Commis-
sion a few days ago that
has an immediate mean-
ing to Ringgold County.
Mr. Fred R. White, State
Engineer, told me in
Des Moines at the meet-
ing of the Iowa Good
Road Association, that
the road from Mount
Ayr to the Union-Ring-
gold county line will be
graveled next year.

In making up it’s first
balance sheet the Iowa
budget bureau has dis-
covered that the state
owns more than nine-
ty-two million dollars
worth of property, in-
cluding 22,328 acres of
land. The land alone is
given an estimated val-
ue of $9,419,067.

Marriage:  Decem-
ber 5, Opal Henry and
Dwight Mann.

Births: December 9,
a son to Mr. and Mrs.
T. McCowen..Decem-
ber 6, a son to Mr. and
Mrs. O.D. Garland..
December 13, a daugh-
ter, Thelma, to Mr. and
Mrs. Jesse Anderson..
November 26, a daugh-
ter to Mr. and Mrs. Nels
Hanson.

Obituaries in this edi-
tion: William Billett,
George Wesley Vogan,
Unnie Case Wilson,
Victoria and Selina
Campbell Herron.

Seventy-Five
Years Ago

(From the Mount Ayr
Record-News, Thursday,
December 14, 1950.)

Pfc. Jack E. Marshall,
son of Mr. and Mrs.
Gernie M. Marshall, of
Mount Ayr, was recent-
ly awarded the Combat
Infantryman’s  Badge
“for his satisfactory
performance of duty
during ground combat
against the armed ene-
my in the Seoul Korea
Area.” Marshall and his
unit, after two success-
ful amphibious inva-
sions and a leading role
in the battle for Seoul,
crossed the Ungi River
in the northeast sector
of Korea. They moved
through snow capped
mountains, to the Man-
churian border and the
icy banks of the Yalu
River.

Carl Malone, exten-
sion economist form
Iowa State College
in Ames, will be the
guest speaker at a pub-
lic affairs meeting to be
held Monday evening,
Decemeber 18, in the
assembly room of the
courthouse. Mr. Malone
is well informed on far
eastren affairs and will
speak on the war situa-
tion.

Marriage: December
10, Crystal Pate and

Christensen

Sanitation

20 and 30 Yard
Roll Off
Dumpsters
Available to haul
shingles, siding,
etc. off your
property.
Smaller dumpsters

also available.
CALL: gl __J

641-333-4298

Howard Whittington..
November 25, Lois Ger-
man and Roland You-
sling.

Births: December 10,
a daughter to Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Miller..
December 1, a daugh-
ter to Mr. and Mrs. Don
Bogg..December 1, a
daughter to Mr. and
Mrs. Gordon Dowell..
Saturday night, a son,
Samuel, to Mr. and Mrs.
Chester Wallace.

Obituaries in this edi-
tion were: Elmer Bow-
man, Jennie B. Mosier
Drake, John Dolecheck,
Ida Viola Glendenning
Kaster, Pareoda Blanche
Shaffer, James Monroe
Baird, Henry Thomas
Smith and Frank Rych-
novsky.

Fifty
Years Ago

(From the Mount Ayr
Record-News, Thursday,
December 11, 1975.)

Donald Wood of Ell-
ston is the new member
of the Ringgold County
board of supervisors.

Mr. and Mrs. David
Scott have purchased
the Sheets Rexall Phar-
macy in Afton. Scott
started working at the
store Monday, Decem-
ber 1, and will take pos-
session at the first of the
year.

The initial move for-
ward installing central
air conditioning in the
Ringgold County court
house at Mount Ayr was
made last week as per-
sonnel from Dahl Air
Conditioning firm from
Van Meter began work
in the courtroom.

Marriage: June 28,
Sherri  Rinehart and
Rodney Adams.

Births: November
26, a son, to Mr. and
Mrs. Dan Boyer..No-
vember 28, a daughter,
to Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd
Johnson..December 1,
a son, to Mr. and Mrs.
Mick Still..December 2,
a son, Jonathan, to Mr.
and Mrs. Dick Stuck.

Obituaries in this
edition were: Raymond
“Lefty” Forest Vander-
pool, Mary Emma Bai-
ley Adair, Mrytle Mary
Gorham Swanson, and
Michael Keith Adams.

Twenty-Five
Years Ago

(From the Mount Ayr
Record-News, Thursday,
December 14, 2000.)

The first blizzard of
the winter~and really
of several winters~hit
Ringgold County late
Sunday night. By Mon-

day morning snow was
falling steadily as tem-
peratures plunged into
the single digits. By
the time the snow had
stopped Monday eve-
ning, as much as 9 inch-
es was recorded across
the county.

Three Mount Ayr
community high school
students were selected
for the southwest lowa
honor concert band in
auditions Saturday. Stu-
dents chosen in the au-
ditions were Clara Ter-
rell, Landi McFarland
and Randi Sobotka.

One of the stops to
get warm during the an-
nual Christmas window
walk around the square
in Mount Ayr Saturday
night was the Ringgold
County courthouse lob-
by, where the Ringgold
Singers caroled and the
Mount Ayr community
FCCLA offered refresh-
ments.

Births: November 20,
a son, Colton, to Jenni-
fer McElvogue and Skip
Mitchell.

Obituaries in this edi-
tion were: Lonnie La-
verne Dehart and Bea
Orning Pedersen

Ten
Years Ago

(From the Mount Ayr
Record-News, Thursday,
December 10, 2015.)

State Champs again.
Members of the Mount
Ayr Community high
school  Sparks  drill
team placed first in the
Class IV Pom division
and second in he Class
I  Novelty division.
Team members include:
Haylea England, Ashton
Quick, Kiersten Dole-
check, Laura Davison,
Ryann Martin, Kennedy
McAlexander, Caroline
McAlexander, MacK-
enzie Shields and Abby
Schafer.

On Tuesday, Decem-
ber 8, the Senior Life
Solutions staff at Ring-
gold County Hospital
got a big surprise.

Representatives from
Psychiatric Medical
Care were in Mount Ayr
to present them with the
“Program of the Year”
award.

Marriage: July 11
Kayla Bender and Heath
Brock.

Obituaries in this edi-
tion were: Ivan Clifford
Groff, Rhoda Lois Bak-
er Johnston, Mildred
Maxine Keller Franklin,
Catherine Eva Berg-
man Nelson, Robert Lee
Rice.

NOW HIRING

Grow Your Career with Us

Personal Banker
Learn on the job with this entry-level
position handling teller transactions and
customer service. No banking experience
needed. We'll provide training to help you
learn and grow in a professional role.

Loan Processor
Provide administrative support to our
lending team by maintaining loan files and
ensure accurary. I[deal candidate is a
self-motivated learner. Will train the right
candidate.

ISSB offers competitive wages, 40 hour work weeks,

generous paid time off, 11 holidays, 401K, medical,

IOWA
STATE
SAVINGS
BANK

Apply Online at | : R SN j
www.ISSBbank.com Jerry’s Sinclair 641-734-5577 RK Fuels 641-734-5710
Member FDIC e — R T

dental, vision, and life insurance.

Snapshots of History

I found this
booklet  while
looking for
something else, f
as usual, and I
haven't written
about  Bonnie
and Clyde for
awhile, so let's
get on it,

Sharon Beck-
er compiled this
booklet (about
36 pages) in
2010 and it was
published by
Paragon Publish-
ing (Mount Ayr
Record-News).
The complete ti-
tle is: The Story
of Bonnie Park-
er and Clyde |
Barrow (and
their Ringgold
County connec-
tion). Before we
get to Sharon's
book, let's see what the
Record-News reported in
1933.

The July 27, 1933 Re-
cord-News has a front
page story giving a few
details of the Barrow
Gang's visit to Ringgold
County. The Barrow Gang
visited Caledonia Thurs-
day morning, July 20. The
gang parked one-fourth
mile north of Caledonia
and getaway driver W. D.
Jones made three trips to
the store on foot to obtain
food, gasoline and medical
supplies. Before the gang
left, they made an attempt
to burn bloody clothing on
the Frank Marsh proper-
ty. Mr. Marsh discovered
the site and reported to
Ringgold County Sheriff
Leslie Thompson. By the
time the Record-News
article was written, the
Barrow Gang had already
had their famous shootout
at Dexfield Park, a tour-
ist court between Red-
field and Dexter. In this
shootout, Bonnie, Clyde
and W. D. Jones escaped,
but Clyde's brother Mar-
vin “Buck” Barrow and
Marvin's wife Blanche
were captured. Marvin
had been mortally wound-
ed at a shootout in Platte
City, Mo. on July 19 and

The Story of
Bonnie Parker and
Clyde Barrow

(and their Ringgold County. lowa connection)

By Sharon R. Becker

Sharon Becker's booklet on Bonnie and Clyde

he died at a hospital in
Perry, Towa on July 29,
1933. Blanche was also
wounded but less serious-
ly.

The Redding Herald of
July 27 also had a brief
description of the Barrow
Gang visit at Caledonia
and it was this account
that tells us the driver pur-
chased food, gas and ban-
dages on his trips to the
store. The Redding article
gives about the same info
as the Record-News.

On August 3, 1933, the
Diagonal Reporter re-
printed the Record-News
article from July 27. That
is all T could find about
the Barrow Gang in 1933.
There were no follow-up
articles.

Sharon's booklet cov-
ers the law enforcement
officers involved in the
pursuit as well as former
merbers of the Barrow
Gang. The booklet con-
tains many low-quality
photographs.

Soon after Bonnie,
Clyde and Jones es-
caped the Dexfield Park
shootout, Jones went his
separate ways. Bonnie and
Clyde were gunned down
on May 23, 1934 in Bien-
ville Parrish, Louisiana by
a posse made up of Texas

GOODFYEAR

KELLY TIRE
& EXHAUST

meavitt@gmail.com

Rangers. Bon-

nie was about
| 24 years of age
‘ and Clyde was
i around 25.

There are
many fascinat-
ing facts about
the Bonnie and
Clyde crime
spree and one of
them surrounds

the driver, Wil-

liam Daniel

Jones. W. D.
Jones was ar-
rested in No-
vember 1933
at Houston,
Texas. He was
convicted of
one murder and
several  lesser
charges. He was
sentenced to 15
years, but was
paroled  from
the Huntsville
Penitentiary after serving
only six years. It turns out
Jones was not yet 18 years
old when he was with the
Barrow Gang and there-
fore received a lenient
sentence.

On August 20, 1974, in
Houston, W. D. Jones was
shot and killed during a
confrontation with a pri-
vate citizen.

There have been other
historical booklets pro-
duced relating to Ring-
gold County history. I'm
thinking of the Raymond
Banner produced, “Civ-
il War Letters Written
to Nancy Jane Dewitt.”
Shirley Nelson House,
a descendant of Nancy
Jane DeWitt, provided
the letters (18 in num-
ber I think) and acted as
a co-editor. This booklet
came out in 2000 and re-
produced letters written to
Miss DeWitt, a Ringgold
County resident, by Ring-
gold County men serving
in the Union Army. Some
of the men wrote multiple
letters so it was not 18 dif-
ferent men. With the dig-
itized newspapers, some
of those men might turn
up in the papers. Maybe
I will find my copy while
I'm looking for something
else.

211 Highway 169 < Redding, lowa
Ph. 641-767-5359

Jeff Quick - Owner

» On-hand selection of tires and tubes
» Custom and stock exhaust systems
» Oil changes » Interstate batteries
» On-the-farm tire service
» Ranch Hand bumpers and grille guards

Celebrating over 30 years of servicing
southwest lowa and northwest Missouri

gn:;. ) Passenger, Light Truck, §
o Commercial Y
§ and Agriculture Tires 1:§
gi » Oil Changes 3
§ 1304 W. South Street, Mount Ayr @
d Monday - Friday: 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
% o
3 Jordan Stewart Saturday: 8 a.m.-Noon 8
§ Ph. 641-464-0567 Follow us on Facebook at: :‘é
& StewartTirel X
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- Jerry’s Sinclair DINO Mart|
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Iowa Lottery Powerball AvailableH
|Exchange Available

The Sinclair Credit Card _
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No Fee to Own
No Fee to Use
1-800-979-DINO

ATM Available
24 hr Gas Pumps|
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THE DALY CROSSWORD ~ SUDOKU
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Fun By The
Numbers
13 L
Like puzzles?
16 17 Then you'll love
sudoku. This
20 21 mind-bending
puzzle will have
25 you hooked from
the moment you
59 square off, so
sharpen your
) pencil and put
- your sudoku
|
RET] savvy to the test!
41
7
Level Intarmediate
£q Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
= = 62 53 &7 column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
. . appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you hame, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
65 66 67 68
12/4 PUZZLE ANSWERS
69 70
= ] = 2[7]8]5[3]1]4]6]9
CLUES ACROSS ; 615[3]19]|7[4]2]|1]8
1. Spiritual leaders 53. Belonging to thebottom layer ~ 21. Number above the line =
7. A type of solution 55. Sound in a fraction £ 1/9({4]1216/8)13]5]7
13. Fortified wine 56. MLB legend Hank 24. An animal with its
14. Edible mollusk 58. Very attractive person own day p 5 21 6 8 3 ! 9 4
16. They precede C 59. Late beloved sportscaster Craig ~ 26. Pouch
17. A way to compare 60. South Dakota 27. Swedish krona 9[{41617]5/2)8]3]1
19. Government lawyer 61. Mocking 30. Start over 318|714]11|91512]|6
20. Game of Thrones actor ~ 64. Symbol for gold 32. Field flowers
Ciaran 65. Longtime Braves pitcher Julio  35. Fourteen 8(11213]|9(7]16]4]5
22. The eighth month (abbr.) 67. Humor 37. A visual way to interact
23. Very wMillin}% 69. %halwl with a comguter 713]1511[4[6]19]8]2
25. _ ex Machina 70. Preliminary patient 38. Up-to-date
26. Makes happy assessment 39, Cgmpaigns 416(9]18[2|5]1]7]|3
28. Type of berry 42, Touch lightly
29. lé du(icmDn:d fmoddl CL[{LES DIOC?WN 43. Boardwalk Empire - - o
30. Popular ge truck model 1. Animal disease actress Gretchen P l n ln I! ll g!nl
31. Dekagram 2. Commercial 46. Violent seizure of “ vour IlSlness ln e s 0 l
33. Naturally occurring solid 3. Necklace material property .
34. Company officer 4. Containers 47. Supporter of the Pope g
36. Villains 5. A way to save for your future 49, An[;([i)ety P Tne avera e nlayer sl]enﬂs 20 lo 30 mln“les
38. Cricket frogs 6. Colorado Heisman winner  50. Body fluid i
psychologist 7. Dipped down 54. Title of respect
41. Endured 8. Head injury (abbr.) 55. Chilean cit[; Sll(lﬂkll l]lllllﬁ.
22 /\} female domesﬁc 9. Lay aboui 57. City in central Japan
. You can get stuck in one  10. Intestina 59. Silk garment i g i
45. Cigarette (slang) 11. Opposite of yes 62. Aforgm oFf dagice Aﬂve“lse 0“ 0[“ p“llle pa e anﬂ ilnﬂ “le
47. Fiber optics network 12. Caused to be loved 63. Automobile 3
48. Group of blood disorders (abbr) 13. Spiritual leader of Islam 66. The man answer lor your n“smesso
51. Employee stock ownership 15. Businesslike 68. Justice Dept. head honcho
plan 18. Notin Please send all requests and ineuires to advertising@miaymews.com or call 641-464-2440

( Farmers All Risk

Crop Insurance

Specializing in all types of crop insurance

: 641.344.5820 Mobile
Vince Taylor 2808 Pole Road

Agent Creston, 1A50801
www.farmersallrisk.com  vince@farmersallrisk.com

© GRINNELL

MUTUAL.

PROGRESSIVE ~ FARRMUTUAL

| [1SUTANCE

Register now _—
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Shafer Insurance Agency | [ /N ams -

100 E. Madison Street

Separate drawings for free holiday hams will be held at each participatin
Mount Ayr, lowa pa J v participating

organization listed below. Winners will be drawn on Monday, December

Ph. 641-464-2756 15 and announced in the Thursday, December 18 issue of the Mount Ayr
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Glendenning Motor Co. (1) Stewart Tire (1)
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Hy-Vee Pharmacy (2) Vetter Equipment (1)

McDonnell Appliance (2)
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PUBLIC NOTICES iowapublicnotices.com

Supervisors
Proceedings

Ringgold County Board of
Supervisors Minutes
December 8, 2025

The Ringgold County Board
of Supervisors met in regular
session on Monday, December
8,2025. The meeting was called
to order at 9 a.m. with the fol-
lowing members present: Randy
Taylor and Steve Knapp. Colby
Holmes arrived at 9:15 a.m.

Approval of Agenda: Mo-
tion by Knapp, seconded by
Taylor, to approve the agenda as
presented.

AYES:  Taylor, Knapp.
NAYS: None. Motion carried.

Engineer’s Report : — Jared
Johnson. Plow trucks were dis-
patched Monday and Tuesday
Morning in response to a winter
storm that moved through the
County, beginning mid-morning
Monday and continuing for the
better part of the day.

Maintainers continued to
clean-up from the storm system
that moved through the County
Saturday, November 29th and
left significant snowfall accu-
mulations.

Additional traction control
sand was hauled to the yard.
Salt/sand material was mixed
and stockpiled ready for appli-
cation. The department placed
an order for 125tons of deicing
salt from the FY26 winter resup-
ply contract with Central Salt.

The crew was out with
chainsaws working to cut trees
and brush around bridge ends.

The skid loader brush
grinder was readied and began
cutting trees and brush in the
South-Central portion of the
County.

Plow trucks were repaired as
required and readied in prepara-
tion for potential snowfall over
the weekend.

The storm system that
moved through the County Sat-
urday left select roadways in the
northern portion of the County
slick. Two plow trucks were
dispatched Sunday morning to
lay down salt/sand material.

The department has reached
out to the IDOT about the pro-
cedure for installing destination
lighting at primary and sec-
ondary road intersections. The
department was provided with
criteria that must be met for des-
tination lighting to be approved
by the IDOT District Engineer.
Based on the criteria the depart-
ment believes it is going to be
difficult to get the IDOT Dis-
trict Engineer to approve desti-
nation lighting at primary and
secondary road intersections.
The Iowa Administrative Code
indicates that the County would
be responsible for installation,
maintenance, and operational
costs at these locations.

Many of the intersections
under consideration for destina-
tion lighting are served by Alli-
ant Energy. The department re-
quested estimated lighting costs.
If Alliant’s pole is used there is
apole usage fee of $3.59/month,
and if a new pole is required the
cost is $1260 for a pole. Light
costs are as follows: 72W LED
($7.85), 108W LED (8§9.21),
and 160W LED ($17.17). The
group discussed, specifically,
a destination light at the inter-
section of J20 and US Highway
169. Johnson continues his cost
research and possible location
for installation.

Other Business: Sheriff Rob
Haley met briefly with the Board
to discuss upgrading body cam-
eras and in-car cameras for each
deputy. This was informational
only. Sheriff Haley will contin-
ue to gather costs and present
formally to the Board at a later
date.

The Board met with mem-
bers of the Ringgold County
Sanitary District Board regard-
ing their petition to expand
from a three-person board to
a five-person board. Per lowa
Code §358.9(3), all statutory
requirements have been met
for the Board of Supervisors to
proceed with approval of the re-
quest.

The Board certified the State-
ment of Cost for the November
4, 2025, City-School Election as
presented by Auditor Amanda
Waske.

The Board reviewed claims
scheduled for payment on
Wednesday, December 10, and
approved them as presented.

RESOLUTION RC25-154

WHEREAS the Ringgold
County Board of Supervisors do
hereby approve for the Sun Val-
ley Sanitary District Board from
a 3-person Board to a 5-person
Board.

THEREFORE, a motion was
made by Colby Holmes and sec-
onded by Steve Knapp stating
such.

The vote on the resolution:
AYES: Unanimous. NAYS:
None.

ATTEST: Amanda Waske,
Auditor. Passed and approved
December 8, 2025.
RESOLUTION RC25-155:

WHEREAS the Ringgold
County Board of Supervisors do
hereby certify the statement of
cost for the November 4, 2025,
City-School Election as present-
ed by Auditor Amanda Waske.

THEREFORE, a motion was
made by Steve Knapp and sec-
onded by Colby Holmes stating
such.

The vote on the resolution:
AYES: Unanimous. NAYS:
None.

ATTEST: Amanda Waske,
Auditor. Passed and approved
December 8, 2025.

RESOLUTION RC25-156

WHEREAS the Ringgold
County Board of Supervisors
do hereby approve claims to be
paid Wednesday, December 10.

THEREFORE, a motion was
made by Colby Holmes and sec-
onded by Steve Knapp stating
such.

The vote on the resolution:
AYES: Unanimous. NAYS:
None.

ATTEST: Amanda Waske
Auditor. Passed and approved
December 8, 2025.

A motion was made by
Holmes and seconded by Knapp
to approve minutes. Motion car-
ried.

There was no further busi-
ness. A motion was made by
Knapp and seconded by Holmes
to adjourn the meeting at 12:08
p.m.

RANDY TAYLOR

Board Chairman

ATTEST: AMANDA WASKE
Ringgolc County Auditor

(following is
breations)

key for ab-

ASR: Assessor

ATTY: Attorney

AUD: Auditor

CH: Courthouse

CTY: County

EH: Environmental Health/
Sanitarian

EMA: Emergency Manage-
ment

HPC: Historic Preservation
Commission

IT: Information Technologies

JUV: Juvenile Court Service

ME: Medical Examiner

PC: Pioneer Cemetery

PH: Public Health

RCCB: Conservation

RCSS: Supportive Services

REC: Recorder

SO: Sherift’s Office

SR: Secondary Roads

SUP: Supervisors

SWCD: Soil and Water Con-
servation

TR: Treasurer

VA: Veterans Affairs

WRD:WRD Landfill

CLAIMS

Access, Crths Phones Nov.,
$1,833.79.

Ahlers & Cooney, P.C,
Cty  Professional  Services,
$1,750.00.

Alliant Energy, Varied Dept,
$3,314.02.

Amazon Capital Services
Inc., SO- Office-Safety Sup-
plies, $370.89.

AT&T  Mobility,  First-
netE911  Deputy  Hotspots,
$1,072.34.

BC Concrete, SR-Road Patch
And Calcium J20, $1,241.00.

Brent Wurster, SR- Steel Toe
Boots, $182.96.

Cannon Sales & Service, Ch
Snowblower Fuel, $85.98.

Capital City Boiler & Ma-
chine, Ch Labor-Mileage For
Boiler, $1,186.00.

Carmen Davidson,
Cell Phone, $30.00.

Chanelle Cole, RCSS Phone,
$60.81.

Cheryl Rusco, RCSS Cell
Phone, $30.00.

Cintas Corp, Jail Floor Mats,
$202.69.

Cintas First Aid And Safety,
SR- Eyewash Station, $431.65.

City Of Corning, WRD
Leachate Disposal, $11,487.12.

City Of Mount Ayr, Varied
Dept, $1,963.22.

Clarke County Auditor, DHS
FY26 Q1 Payment, $1,972.27.

Culligan, Ch Water, $82.50.

Curt Jackson, SR- Cell

RCSS

Phone Use, $30.00.

Danielle Triggs, RCSS Cell
Phone, $30.00.

DCLI, WRD Leachate Haul-
ing, $5,362.55.

Diagonal Building Products,
SR- Re Bar Tie Wire, $24.70.

Doug Collier, WRD Cell
Phone, $20.00.

Eurofins Environment Test-
ing, WRD 6W Sampling SCS,
$2,536.50.

Gatr Truck Center, SR-
Wiper Blades, Parts #68 56,
$304.19.

Glendenning Motor Com-
pany, SO- 80-1 Control Head,
$323.18.

Griff N Gav Snow Remov-
al LLC, Cty Snow Removal,
$320.00.

GRM  Networks,
Phone, $140.36.

Henry M Adkins & Son,
Aud Elec Firmware License,
$5,040.00.

ILEA, SO- Mmpi Eval- Jail-
er Inservice, $650.00.

Infomax Office
IT Cty Copier
$3,000.01.

Interstate Billing Servcs Inc.,
SR- Wheel Blower #22 Stock,
$84.71.

Iowa State University, SR-
OSHA 10 Hour, $375.00.

WRD

Systems,
Agreement,

James Brand, VA- Med
Transport, $252.00.
Jared Johnson, SR- Cell

Phone Use, $30.00.

Jason Smith, EH Mileage-
Cell, $171.40.

Jerry Thornburg, Ch Snow
Removal, $25.00.

Just Power & Repair, Jail
Generator Service, $850.00.

Justin Frost, SR- Cell Phone
Use, $30.00.

Karl Emergency Vehicles,
SO- Apparel 80-1, $218.55.

Kim Stark, RCSS Cell
Phone, $30.00.

Kimberly A Blink, CSR Atty
Transcript, $150.75.

Kristin Lambert, RCSS Cell
Phone, $30.00.

Lawson Products Inc., SR-
Parts, $625.32.

Liftoff LLC, IT Office Li-
censing, $747.28.

Lucky Lanes, RCSS Bowl-
ing, $70.00.

Mail Services, TR Postage/
Print, $460.86.

Mediacom, Varied Dept,
$2,076.34.

Meyer Laboratory Inc., Ch
Ice Melt Pallet, $1,137.30.

Michael Todd & Co., SR-
Mini Light Bar, $422.07.

Midwest Wheel, SR- Alter-
nator #56, $512.89.

Mike Wells, Atty Cell Phone
Dec., $40.00.

Motorola  Solutions Inc.,
E911 First Responder Radios,
$4,235.76.

Mount Ayr Record News,
Varied Dept, $3,037.79.

Napa Auto Parts,
Dept, $1,291.66.

Nevin Collier, WRD Cell
Phone, $20.00.

New Cooperative Inc., WRD
Fuel, $4,991.69.

Patricia Clemens, Ch Custo-
dian Cell, $30.00.

Penguin Management Inc.,
E911  Edispatch  Services,
$1,752.00.

Podium Ink, SO- 80-8 Ap-
parel, $113.50.

Red Oak Welding Supply,
SR- Cylinder Rent, $389.35.

Ringgold County Auditor,
WRD Bond Fund Payment,
$12,847.08.

Ringgold County Sheriff,
SO- Shop With A Cop, $500.00.

RK Fuels Inc., SR- Gasoline/
Diesel, $1,501.06.

RMS, SR-
$398.42.

Robbie Mason, Asr Mileage,
$148.40.

RP Lumber LLC, Varied
Dept, $304.07.

Varied

Parts  #91,

Schianniah Briner, RCSS
Cell Phone, $30.00.
Schildberg ~ Construction,

Varied Dept, $45,155.92.

Scott Dean, EH Well Plug-
ging, $700.00.

Setworks, RCSS Documen-
tation, $445.00.

SIRWA, RCCB  Water,
$95.40.

Steve Knapp, SPVR Mile-
age, $46.20.

Stewart Tire, SO- 805 Tires,
$1,056.00.

TK Elevator Corporation, Ch
Elevator Service Dec., $613.96.

Town & Country Advertis-
ing, VA- Advertising, $83.00.

Truck Center Companies,
SR- Parts #64, $471.57.

Unplugged Wireless, SO-
Cable Adapter 80-6, $138.00.

US Bank, RCCB Supplies,
$438.02.

US Bank, Varied Dept,
$5,382.86.

Vanguard Appraisals Inc.,
Asr Software-GIS, $2,950.00.

Wayne Co Newspapers,
WRD Pubs, $137.10.

Wex Bank, SO- Fuel,
$2,585.83.

Windstream, Ch Internet Fi-
nal Billing, $210.10.

Windstream, Ch Fiber Inter-
net, $161.17.

Zachary Hague, IT Cell Dec,
$50.00.

Ziegler, SR- Parts, Service
#60, $11,201.57.
Total....covevveeeeerrnns $156,930.68

Public

Notice

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Initiation of the
Section 106 Process-Public Par-
ticipation in accordance with
the FCC’s Nationwide Program-
matic Agreement.

Cellco Partnership and its
controlled affiliates doing busi-
ness as Verizon Wireless intends
to collocate/modify antenna and
associated equipment on an ex-
isting guy-wire tower located
at 2269 Ringgold Union Street,
Shannon City, Ringgold Coun-
ty, lowa(Latitude: 40.8970200
N and Longitude: -94.2276000
W).
The facility will include re-
moval and replacement of an-
tenna on a guyed telecommu-
nications tower with an overall
height of 349 ft. and associated
equipment modification.

Cellco Partnership and its
controlled affiliates doing busi-
ness as Verizon Wireless is pub-
lishing this notice in accordance
with Federal Communications
Commission regulations (47
CFR § 1.1307) for Section 106
of the National Historic Preser-
vation Act (NHPA) and for the
National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA).

We respectfully request that
parties interested in comment-
ing on this Federal undertaking
relative to potential effects on
cultural or historic properties or
with questions on the proposed
facility should contact GSS,
Inc., 1054 Texan Trail, Suite
300, Grapevine, TX 76051; Ph.
(682) 651-0034 within 30 days
of the posting of this notice.
(GSS #D25111-15)

35-1t

Record News
122 West Madison
St. Mount Ayr, IA
Phone: 641-464-2440
E-mail: advertising @
mtayrnews.com

Tuesday, December 16 - 10:30 a.m.

NEW Location: 1443 US Hwy 34, Creston, |IA

Directions: west of Creston on Highway 34, parking will be accessible

from Cromwell Road, watch for signs.

Jake Rice
641-202-3315

BID
Now

Online Bidding Provided By

HTmEntacts

Bid in person
or Online

Lunch stand & portable restrooms on-site.

Disclaimer: This will be a LIVE auction with ONLINE bidding. NO onsite buyer’s premium, 5% buyer's premium to

ine bidd dat$2,

STATEMENTS. All ite

peritem. Loader y
Payments accepted are cash and check. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS, ERRORS OR OMISSIONS.
ANNOUNCEMENTS MADE ON SALE DAY TAKE PRECIDENCE OVER ANY PREVIOUS WRITTEN OR VERBAL

d will be

Idas-is, wherei
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Mount Ayr
Larger Parish
United
Methodist Churches
Rev. Lorinda Hoover
Office Ph. 464-3636
mount-ayr-larger-
parish-umc@jiaumec.net
website:
mtayrfumc.org/
Redding

9 a.m., Worship.

Middle Fork
10 a.m., Worship.

Mount Ayr
10:30 - 11 a.m., Refresh-
ments and Fellowship.
11 a.m., Worship.

St Joseph Catholic
Church
100 N. Polk
Mount Ayr
Fr. Tom Tomson

St Patrick’s Catholic
Church
Grand River:

Mass will be at 5 p.m. on

Saturdays
Mount Ayr Mass

100 N. Polk, Mount Ayr.
Fr. Tom Tomson, Pastor.
Mass will be at 8 a.m. on
Sundays.

Free Methodist
Church
Pastor
Charles Weiman
10 a.m., Sunday School.
11 a.m., Worship Ser-
vice.
7 p.m., Evening Wor-

ship.
Wednesday, Family
Night Prayer meeting;

FM.Y.,C.LC,7pm.

Family Worship
Center of Kellerton
Pastor Barton Shields

9:30 am., Sunday
School.

10:30 a.m., Worship Ser-
vice.

6 p.m., Sunday Evening
Worship.

Wednesday, 7
Adult Bible study.

p.m.,

Blockton
Christian Church
9:30 am., Sunday
School
10:45 a.m., Worship.
Church Night -
Wednesday at 6 p.m.

1st

Thursday, December 11, 2025 IAM CH [ ] RCH Mount Ayr Record-News

CHURCH
NOTES

Ladies Bible Study every
Tuesday at 2 p.m..

Tent Chapel
Church of Christ
(3 miles south of

Blockton)

Bible study, 10 a.m.

Morning Worship, 11:00
a.m,

Watch “In Search of the
Lord’s Way” - 7:30 am.,
Sunday on Ch. 23; KDSM
Dish 267, 6:30 a.m. or Di-
rect TV 364, 6:30 a.m.

Wednesdays, 7 p.m., Bi-
ble study.

Regular Baptist
Church
Mount Ayr
464-3293 (Church)
Pastor Seth Denney

9:30 am., Sunday
School.

10:30 a.m., Morning
Worship Service. Nursery
available.

6:30 p.m., Evening Ser-
vice. (except 3rd Sunday
of each month).
Wednesday, 6:30-8 p.m.,
AWANA; 7 p.m.,

Midweek Bible Study
and Prayer. 7 p.m., Youth
service.

New Life
Family Church
Assembly of God
(641-464-3113)
1605 South St.
Mount Ayr
http://www.102983.agc-
hurches.org
Pastor Paul Chishala
641-464-6137
Sunday, 9 a.m. Disciple-
ship Class
10:10 a.m., Fellowship.
10:30 a.m. Morning Praise
& Worship Service.
Saturday (2nd week-
ends), 8-11 a.m. Open
Closet
1-3 p.m. Christ’s Kids
Club. (6th Grade)

Kellerton
United Methodist
Church
Rev. June Nolte Davis
9:30 a.m. Worship on
even numbered months.
Beaconsfield United
Methodist Church
Rev. June Nolte Davis
9:30 a.m. on the odd
numbered months.

American Family Mutual
American Family Insur
©2016 011770 — Rev. 8/19

ericar

12245016

WE SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES.

At American Family Insurance, we believe local businesses
are what make the community so special.
That's why we're focused on protecting the hard work and commitment
that keep these businesses running strong, day after day.

Let’s talk about the business you've built and how I can help protect it.

Katie Turner, Agent
Turner & Associates, Inc.

Creston, Mount Ayr, Osceola
Ph. 641-782-7471

kturner@amfam.com

AMERICAN FAMILY
| INSURANCE |

& Its Operating Companies
>arkway, Madison, Wl 53783

®

¥yo

United
Baptist-Presbyterian
Church
2343 State Hwy. 169
Mount Ayr
(641-464-2127)
www.ubpchurch.com

9 a.m. Sunday School

10 a.m. Advent Reading.

Message by: Linda
O’Connor.

Tuesday 7 a.m. Men’s
Breakfast at The HTH
Outdoors, Mama & Papa
Bear Coffee Bar.

4 pm. Wed Bible
Study.

Platte Center
Presbyterian Church
Pastor Delores Doench

9:15 am., Sunday
School.

10 a.m., Fellowship.

10:30 a.m., Worship.

First Christian Church
Pastor
Rodney Glazebrook
10 a.m. Sunday School.
11 a.m. Sunday Worship
Service with children’s
church provided during
worship.

Bank of Christ
Outreach and
Hope Center
2nd & Ringgold,
Kellerton
11 a.m., Praise/Worship
in sanctuary.

Wishard Chapel
Community Church
Pastor Bill Armstrong

9:15 a.m. Sunday School

10 a.m. Fellowship.

10:30  a.m.  Worship
service with children’s
church provided during
worship.

Ellston United
Methodist Church
Pastor Rick Hawkins
9 a.m. Church Service.

Tingley United
Methodist Church
Pastor Rick Hawkins
10:30 a.m. Church Ser-
vice

The Lighthouse
Christian Center
Non-Denominational
Fellowship
(West 2 miles on Hwy. 2)
Pastor Doug Greene

9:45 am., Sunday
School.

10:30 a.m., Worship.

5:30 p.m., Men’s Room/
Women’s Room.

6 p.m., Evening Wor-
ship.

Mondays, 5 p.m., Thin
Within  Support  Group;
5:30 p.m., Prayer Meet-
ing. 7 p.m., Sowing in

Tears Support Group.
Wednesdays, 6 - 8 p.m.,
Crew Kids’ Club.
More information avail-
able online at lighthou-
seonline.org.

Area Bible
Fellowship Church
204 North Van Buren,
Clearfield
Pastor Ron Christian
641-336-2409

10 a.m., Worship Ser-
vice.

11:15 am., Sunday
School.

Website: www.areabible-
fellowship.org

Trinity Christian
Church
641-446-8654
(Hwy. 2 West, Decatur)
Sunday Services:
8:15 a.m., Early Wor-

ship.

9:30 am., Sunday
School.

10:45 a.m., Late Wor-
ship.

Wednesday Services:

6:30 p.m., Kids Club,
youth group and adult Bi-
ble study.

Mount Ayr
Restoration Branch
Pastor Ed Anderson
10:30 a.m. First Sunday

of the month, Sacrament
service. Rest of the month
9:30 a.m. Devotions &
Sunday school; Preaching
at 11 a.m.

Shannon City
Community
(Non-Denominational)
Church
Pastor Al Rusk
9 a.m., Worship.

10 a.m., Sunday School.

Missio Church
Co-Pastors:
Darin Dolecheck
Jim Murphy
Sunday Services

9 a.m. Fellowship
10 a.m. Church Service
1111 E. South St. Mount

Ayr, 1A.
Website: www.missio-
churchmtayr.org

United Church
Of Diagonal
Pastor
Rodney Glazebrook
Church 641-734-5704
d3du@iowatelecom.net
Facebook: United Church

of Diagonal

Food Pantry- each Satur-
day, 8-9 a.m.

Wednesdays 10 a.m.
prayer group.

Sunday, 9 a.m. Worship.

» Advisory Services

- The Shay Company, LLC -

Your southwest Iowa source for agricultural land and management!
WE OFFER
» Private, Auction and Sealed Bid Listings of Farmland
» Farm Management Services

Real Estate — Acreage — Commercial = Farm Management
Cody Shay C.C.A. — Broker/Owner

110 W. Madison, Mount Ayr, lowa 50854
cody@theshaycompany.com
Ph. 641-340-4110
www.theshaycompany.com

P Realty

lowa's Largest

200 West South Street
Mount Ayr, lowa 50854
Ph. 641-464-2080
Fax 641-464-2081

Acreages
Farms/CRP
Lots to Build
Commercial
Residential

k=

ﬁﬁ\’n ™ )

Wanda Hosfield
Cell 641-344-4802
wanda@iowarealty.com

Use the website QR code

or follow us on facebook at:
facebook.com/scir.50854/

Website: www.sciowarealty.com

) e
Jennifer Mercer
Broker Associate

Ph: 641-344-3693

Cass Hosfield
Sales Associate
Ph: 641-344-8583

Carrie Phelps
Sales Associate
Ph: 641-414-3236

Funeral Notice

Lois Ann Sobotka, 90,
of Diagonal, passed away
December 8 at Clearview
Home in Mount Ayr. Ser-
vices will be held later
this week at the United
Church of Diagonal. A

complete obituary and
service information will
appear in next week’s edi-
tion. Armstrong Funeral
Home in Mount Ayr is
in charge of the arrange-
ments.

Geist retires from Ringgold
County Development

Ringgold County De-
velopment Corporation
(RCDC) is honoring a sig-
nificant milestone as Proj-
ect Consultant Jodie Geist
announces her retirement.

After more than five
years of dedicated ser-
vice as RCDC’s first full-
time Executive Director
and then part-time Project
Consultant role supporting
the organization through a
smooth leadership change
and guidance on ongoing
key initiatives.

Geist stepped into the di-
rector’s position on June 1,
2020 — marking a historic
shift for RCDC.

“Since 1960, when
[RCDC] was first incorpo-
rated, it had been all vol-
unteer or part-time office
help,” she explained. “The
board saw the need for a
full-time position to lead
economic  development
due to declining popula-
tion. They wanted to take
that step to reverse the de-
cline, to grow business and
grow the county."

Throughout her tenure,
Geist has led transforma-
tional progress for Ring-
gold County. Among her
most impactful achieve-
ments, she highlights two
initiatives in particular.

“One of the biggest was
bringing in broadband, es-
pecially to the rural areas
with Lockridge Networks,”
she said, noting the signif-
icance of expanded digital
access for residents, busi-
nesses, and future growth.

She has also strength-
ened the county’s presence
and credibility across the
state, particularly through
relationships with the lowa
Economic  Development
Authority, lowa Finance
Authority, and the Iowa
Rural Development Coun-
cil. Geist served on the
board of the Southern lowa
Council of Governments

Jodie Geist

as well as the regional and
state boards of the Small
Business Development
Center (SBDC).

Geist was deeply in-
volved in the creation of
a new five-year strategic
plan for the county’s eco-
nomic future, developed in
partnership with the UNI
Institute of Decision-Mak-
ing. That plan has already
launched several action
committees focused on
housing, property, market-
ing and engagement, and
business retention and ex-
pansion.

A major milestone sup-
porting that work is the
formation of RCDC Part-
nership, Inc., a new 501(c)
(6) organization that begin
operation in January of
2025. While still a non-
profit, the new structure
provides greater latitude
for economic development
activities especially
those related to housing,
which made the purchase
of a Homes for lowa home
possible.

Beyond project lead-
ership and statewide col-
laboration, Geist has long
served as a “central point
of coordination” for res-
idents, business leaders,
and community partners.
She’s been instrumental in
building a solid foundation
for Ringgold County De-
velopment and Ringgold
County as a whole helping
initiatives like Mount Ayr
Community Schools and
SWCC on the CTE Acad-
emy project and so much
more.

P.E.O.

P.E.O. provides educa-
tional opportunities for
women. We do this by of-
fering scholarships grants,
awards, and loans to help
women enhance their lives
through learning.

The November 17,
2025, PE.O. meeting
was opened by President
Phyllis Sickels at 7 p.m.
Chaplain Donna  Ste-
phens read from John &:
32 and together we recit-
ed the Lord’s Prayer; Re-
cording Secretary Kathy
Shields read the minutes
from the October meet-
ing; twenty-seven mem-

* 62 years or more

transportable house

Lisa Porter

Leon, Iowa 50144

Elderly Cottage Housing Opportunity
ECHO by Home-In-Stead LLC, Project

Elderly and Income base relocatable housing unit
set at host family home

¢ Income base on spendable income
* 24’ x 24’ free-standing barrier-free energy-efficient

e Installed at no cost to tenant or host family

* Energy efficient heating and cooling units

e Furnished with appliances, washer and dryer

* Serving Decatur, Clarke, Ringgold and Wayne Counties

Home-In-Stead Manager 641-442-5123
Iporter@grm.net  5344Richs

bers responded to roll
call reported Treasurer,
Mitzi Hymbaugh; corre-
spondence was shared by
Sue Trullinger, Historian
Cheri Dessinger read the
minutes from the Novem-
ber 20, 2017, meeting.

The December 15,
2025, Christmas celebra-
tion will be held at the
Christian Church. Bring a
wrapped Christmas orna-
ment in a gift bag. A dis-
cussion was approved to
take Christmas poinsettias
to several sisters who are
unable to attend meetings
and to purchase gift cards
for our scholarship recip-
ients. President Phyllis
Sickels gave some notes
from State.

The program consist-
ed of several members
telling about the Random
Acts of Kindness we have
received and/or spread
during our year of becom-
ing more mindful of how
a little Kindness can en-
courage one’s day.

Delicious refreshments
were served from a beau-
tiful fall decorated table
by the committee of Linda
Pickering, Karen Bender
and Phyllis Sickels.
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Jackson Ruggles achieves 1,000 point milestone

Raiders off to 2-0 start; Ruggles reaches 1,000 points

By Dalton Shadle

The Mount Ayr boys basket-
ball team has opened its sea-
son with two straight victories
in the early going with one of
its players reaching a personal
milestone. The Radiers defeated
Nodaway Valley 69-48 on the
road in Greenfield last Tuesday,
while senior Jackson Ruggles
reached the 1,000 career points

mark in the victory.

Mount Ayr jumped out to
a 21-8 first quarter lead and
matched the offensive produc-
tion, plus one in the second quar-
ter for a 43-24 halftime lead. The
lead would continue to swell in
the second half as the Raiders
cruised to the 25-point win.

Ruggles led the team in scor-
ing with 21 points, while dishing

out four assists and pulling down
five rebounds. Fellow senior
Tate Dugan had a double-double
with 15 points and 12 rebounds.
Hayes Stodgill added 15 points
and four rebounds. Adler Reed
had nine points.

Last Friday, the Raiders who
trailed early against host Mar-
tensdale-St. Mary’s, came back
and held on for the 40-38 victo-

ry in Martensdale.

Trailing 12-4 after the first
quarter, Mount Ayr outscored
the Blue Devils 17-3 to take a
21-15 lead at halftime. The Blue
Devils would briefly retake the
lead, but the Radiers would
come right back and hold off a
late flurry for the win.

Ruggles led all scorers with
20 points, while also having

nine rebounds, three steals and
two blocks. Dugan had six
points, 10 rebounds and three
blocks while Reed pulled down
seven rebounds.

Mount Ayr hosted Southwest
Valley on Tuesday (results were
not avalable as of press time).
The Raiders travel to Bedford
on Thursday and host Southeast
Warren on Friday.

T
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Addalyn Dredge wrestling her Wayne Falcons opponent.
Photo by Dalton Shadle

Going into the first ever Mount Ayr Girls dual in
Mount Ayr — the girls were loose and had a great
attitude. With there being a full schedule of middle
school boys and girls, and High school boys travel-
ing, I was worried that the wrestling community was
too spread out and the crowd might be thin. Man was
I wrong! I am extremely proud of the team and the
community last night! In typical girls wrestling fash-
ion- there were tough battles that could have went
either way. The crowd was loud and rewarded every
match with applause and cheer. As a coach I was
focused on creating matches and making sure every
girl had a chance to be a part of the history and I feel
like we made that happen. A minor adjustment on the
lineup and we could have had a victory over EU, but

Toep WL
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|OWA LEGAL NOTICES
AVAILABLE ONLINE IN ONE
CONVENIENT LOCATION

Thousands of legal notice advertisements, including
foreclosures or probates, published weekly online in
one convenient, searchable database — and at
no added cost to taxpayers, local government,
attorneys or banking institutions.

If yours are missing, contact us or your
local newspaper.
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Mount Ayr girls
off to strong start

By Dalton Shadle

Mount Ayr has gotten off to a perfect
3-0 start to the season with every victo-
ry being a double-digit win.

After winning their opening game of
the seaon by 73 points, the Raiderettes
faced a little stiffer competition last
week, but still won handily.

Last Tuesday, Mount Ayr had its
toughest game of the young season as
they defeated host Nodaway Valley 58-
48 in Greenfield.

Mount Ayr jumped out front early
leading 18-11 after the opening quar-
ter. The lead would grow to a 30-21 by
halftime.

The Wolverines would eat into the
Mount Ayr lead midway through the
third quarter at one point pulling even.
The Raiderettes would hold on and pull
away late for the 10-point victory.

Izzy Gilbertson paced Mount Ayr
with a double-double as the junior
scored 21 points and pulled down 17
rebounds while also having two blocks.
MakKel Jones also scored in double fig-

ures for the Raiderettes with 10 points
on 50 percent shooting and sophomore
Emma Reynolds chipped in nine points.

Dannie Stewart had seven rebounds
and seven assists. Kacie Larsen had six
rebounds and Reynolds handed out five
assists.

Last Friday the Raiderettes stayed on
the road and defeated the No. 9 Class 1
Martensdale-St. Mary’s 61-37 in Mar-
tensdale.

Gilbertson once again led the Mount
Ayr attack recording another dou-
ble-double scoring 18 points and grab-
bing 10 rebounds, both game-highs.
Junior Jaylee Shaffer had 16 points
and five assists, while Reynolds also
reached double figures with 10 points to
go along with six assists, six rebounds
and five steals. Keely Wasteney added
eight rebounds.

Mount Ayr hosted Southwest Valley
on Tuesday (results were not avalable
as of press time). The Raiderettes travel
to Bedford on Thursday and host South-
east Warren on Friday.

Shohei Ohtani is the AP's Male Athlete
of the Year for record-tying 4th time

PASADENA,  Calif.

truly special,” Ohtani said

Angeles Angels.

(AP) — Shohei Ohtani
is catching up with more
legends.

The baseball superstar
ends 2025 by winning The
Associated Press Male
Athlete of the Year for the
fourth time, tying him with
Lance Armstrong, LeBron
James and Tiger Woods for
most among male honorees.

“Receiving this award
multiple times is something

We can stop HIV, lowa—
by protecting our sexual health
when we talk, test, treat.

Talk with your partner before having sex. Talk about when you

talk

were last tested & suggest getting tested together.

Talk to your healthcare provider about your sex life. Ask about

HIV & STl testing—including what tests you need & how often.

Get tested! It's the only way to know
for sure if you have HIV or an STI.

test

Many STls don’t cause symptoms,

in Japanese in an exclusive
interview with the AP.
Ohtani  received 29
of 47 votes in balloting
among sports journalists
from the AP and its mem-
bers after his two-way
dominance culminated in
a repeat World Series title
for his Los Angeles Dodg-
ers — delivering perhaps
the greatest single-game
individual  performance
in sports history along the
way. He previously won
the award in 2024, his first
season with the Dodgers,
and in 2023 and 2021,
when he was with the Los

The AP honor has been
given out since 1931.
Multisport standout Babe
Didrikson Zaharias won
six times over the 1930s,
’40s and ’50s, the most
by a man or woman.

The ultra-competitive
Ohtani’s latest win broke
a tie with Michael Jordan,
who along with Woods, he
followed while growing up
in Japan.

“Last year, I said I
wanted to win this award
again, and I will work
hard so that I can win it
again next year as well,”
he said.

Celebrating 100 years

easterseals

BOWLING
STATS
Classic League
Week of
December 4, 2025
Men

Just Us 23-17
Podium Ink 23-17
Ricker AC/Heating  19-21
Suds & Gutters 19-21
Allendale Auto 19-21
Gettin Sauced 17-23
High games (200 or

over): Scott Myer 209; Bar-
ry Jackson 209; Russ Stew-
art 205, 201; Ron Sickels
209, 200; Eric Ehlen 235;
Ron Brand 200; Levi Jarred
204; Jake Ricker 214, 266;
Joe Ricker 209; Korey Bea-
man 226; Colton Bolles 224;
Robert larsen 247, 207.

High series (600 and
over): Jake Ricker 658, Rob-
ert Larsen 621.

Bluegrass League

Week of
December 2, 2025
Women
Mandatory Fun 34-14
Splits & Giggles 30.5-17.5
Gutter Snips 26-22
Like it in Gutter ~ 22.5-25.5
Lucky Ladies 16-32
All Balls 4-44

High games (150 or

over): Anna Neathery 157,
169; Jayden Stephens 221;
Diane Case 206; Shannon
Shields 190, 168, 184; Sa-
mantha Crawford 175; Anna
Neathery 167, 152; Racheal
Rumple 150; Carrie Main
157, 166; Katie Still 169,
167, 168; Cassie Still 158;
Jesse Still 207, 209.

High series (450 and
over): Diane Case 480,
Shannon Shield 542, Sa-
mantha Crawford 464, Anna
Neathery 453, Carrie Main
463, Katie Still 504.

FIFA gives Trump
a peace prize

WASHINGTON (AP)
—  President  Donald
Trump was awarded the
new FIFA peace prize on
Friday at the 2026 World
Cup draw — giving the
spectacle to set matchups
for the quadrennial soccer
tournament even more of
a Trumpian flair.

Trump, who had open-
ly campaigned for the
Nobel Peace Prize, had
been heavily expected to
receive the newly created
FIFA prize. FIFA presi-
dent Gianni Infantino, a
close ally of Trump, has
said he thought Trump
should have won the No-
bel for his efforts to broker
a ceasefire in Gaza.

In awarding the prize,
Infantino told Trump it

so you could have one and not know. ) )
Find testing near you!

Scan the QR code or

HIV & all other STls are treatable. visit stophiviowa.org

If you test positive for an STI, work
with your healthcare provider to get the right treatment.

treat

If you test positive for HIV, your provider or testing location
will connect you to treatment & resources!

Easterseals lowa is celebrating
100 years in 2026
Save the Date for our celebration on

Saturday, June 6, 2026

Support
Easterseals

and make an lowa
impact

Scan the QR code or visit
eastersealsial00years.com
to sign up for updates on
events throughout the year.

was a “beautiful medal for
you that you can wear ev-
erywhere you want to go.”
Trump promptly placed the
medal around his neck. The
certificate  that Infantino
handed Trump recognizes
the U.S. president for his ac-
tions to “promote peace and
unity around the world.”
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Chrlstmas m the Ayr Parade of Trees draws crowd

People peruse the Parade of T rees at nggold Coanly Courthouse.

" FATHEF
MODER!

Photo by Jeff Snyder

Woman struck by car

On December 2, 2025, at 2:20 p.m. Brian Lee
Rairden, age 39 of Mount Ayr and Shirley Joyce
Vice, age 88, of Mount Ayr.

Rairden was traveling in the parking lot of Dol-
lar General looking for a spot to park. Shirley Vice
was exiting the store to return to her vehicle. Rai-
rden’s view of Vice was blocked by parked vehicle
in the parking lot. When Rairden was finally able
to see Vice, Vice was struck by Rairden. Vice was
transported by ground EMS for further evaluation.
Rairden’s vehicle received no damage and re-
ceived a citation for 321.20b — Failure to Provide
Proof of Financial Liability w/ Accident.

Press Release Authorized by the Ringgold Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office

*Any potential criminal charges identified
above are merely allegations and any defendant is
presumed innocent until proven guilty in a court
of law.

Thursday, December 11
4:00 P.M.: Rocket League vs Emmetsburg
@ Mount Ayr Esports Arena
4:30 P.M.: Junior Varsity Boys Basketball vs Bedford
@ Bedford High School - Big Gym
6:00 P.M.: Varsity Girls Basketball vs Bedford
@ Bedford High School - Big Gym
7:30 P.M.: Varsity Boys Basketball vs Bedford
@ Bedford High School - Big Gym

Friday, December 12

1:00 PM.: Varsity Boys Wrestling, Dan Christensen
Wrestling Invitational @ Central Decatur High
School Gym

4:00 P.M.: 8th Grade Boys Wrestling vs Nodaway Valley
@ Nodaway Valley Middle School - Gym

4:00 P.M.: 8th Grade Girls Wrestling vs Nodaway Valley
@ Mount Ayr Middle School Gym

4:30 PM.: Junior Varsity Boys Basketball vs Southeast Warren
@ Mount Ayr High School Gym

5:00 P.M.: 7th Grade Boys Basketball vs Nodaway Valley
@ Nodaway Valley Middle School - Gym

5:00 P.M.: 8th Grade Girls Basketball vs Nodaway Valley
@ Mount Ayr Middle School Gym

6:00 P.M.: Varsity Girls Basketball vs Southeast Warren
@ Mount Ayr High School Gym

7:30 P.M.: Varsity Boys Basketball vs Southeast Warren
@ Mount Ayr High School Gym

Saturday, December 13
1:00 P.M.: Varsity Boys/Girls Bowling, SEW Invitational
@ Bowlearma Lanes, Des Moines, IA

Sunday, December 14
Nothing Scheduled

Monday, December 15

7:50 A.M.: FFA - High School Officer Meeting

7:00 P.M.: High School/Middle School Band Concert
@ Mount Ayr High School

Tuesday, December 16
4:00 A.M.: Mount Ayr Esports vs Anamosa playing
Overwatch 2 @ Mount Ayr Esports Arena
4:00 P.M.: 8th Grade Boys Basketball vs Interstate 35
@ Mount Ayr Middle School Gym
4:00 P.M.: 8th Grade Girls Basketball vs Interstate 35
@ Mount Ayr Middle School Gym
4:00 P.M.: Varsity Boys/Girls Bowling, Tri
@ Tiger Lanes, Lenox, IA
5:15 P.M.: 7th Grade Boys Basketball vs Interstate 35
@ Mount Ayr Middle School Gym
5:15 P.M.: 7th Grade Girls Basketball vs Interstate 35
@ Mount Ayr Middle School Gym
6:00 P.M.: Varsity Girls Basketball vs Wayne
@ Wayne Community High School - HS Gym
7:30 P.M.: Varsity Boys Basketball vs Wayne
@ Wayne Community High School - HS Gym

Wednesday, December 17
Nothing Scheduled

Stay safe on the ice this winter

The recent blast of arctic air is grow-
ing ice on lakes and ponds across the
northern two-thirds of Iowa. Outdoor
ice enthusiasts are ready to get out ice
fishing, snowmobiling, ice skating or
fat-tire bike riding.

The DNR recommends a minimum
of four inches of clear ice for ice fish-
ing and at least five to seven inches for
snowmobiles and ATVs. Larger off-
road utility vehicles should wait for
seven or more inches of clear ice.

Ice forms at different rates on each
body of water depending upon the size
and water depth. Once frozen, condi-
tions change constantly and ice thick-
ness can vary across the lake. Rocks,
trees, docks or other things that poke
through the ice will conduct heat and
make the ice around it less stable. Trust
your instincts — if the ice does not look
right, don’t go out.

A blanket of snow on top of an

Bake Sale

Fundraiser
for Tegan Streit upcoming

Mission Trip March of 2026 to The

Netherlands.

12/23 - Courthouse Lobby
7:30 am till Sold Out

ice-covered lake insulates the ice, slow-
ing the growth of ice and hiding poten-
tial hazards or weak spots. River ice
is 15 percent weaker than lake ice. Ice
with a bluish color is safer than clear
ice. Avoid slushy or honey-combed and
stay away from dark spots on the ice.
Don’t walk into areas where the snow
cover looks discolored.

Safety Tips on the Ice

* No ice is 100 percent safe.

* New ice is usually stronger than old
ice.

* Don’t go out alone - if the worst
should happen, someone will be there
to call for help or to help rescue.

* Let someone know where you are
going and when you will return.

* Check ice thickness as you go out
- there could be pockets of thin ice or
places where ice recently formed.

* Avoid off-colored snow or ice. It is
usually a sign of weakness.

Ringgold County
Sheriff Arrest Reports

On Monday November
24, 2025, the Ringgold
County Sheriff’s Office re-
ceived information about
an assault. The following
individual has been arrest-
ed on the charges below.

Daniel Eugene Long

Grand
River, Iowa

708.2C(2)
© Assault W/
: . Intent To In-
o ) flict Ser Inj-
Viol Of Individ Rights.

708.4(1) Willful Injury-
Causing Serious Injury,
Bond: $15,000.

Press Release Autho-
rized by the Ringgold
County Sheriff’s Office

* Any potential criminal
charges identified above
are merely allegations and
any defendant is presumed
innocent until proven
guilty in a court of law.

On Monday November
24, 2025, the Ringgold

County Sheriff’s Office re-
ceived information about
an assault. The following
individual has been arrest-
ed on the charges below.
Matthew

Anthony
James Mate,
Kellerton,
" Iowa.

& 708.2C(2)
. Assault W/

. Intent To In-
flict Ser Inj- Viol Of Indi-
vid Rights.

708.4(1) Willful Injury-
Causing Serious Injury.
Bond: $15,000.

Press Release Autho-
rized by the Ringgold
County Sheriff’s Office

* Any potential criminal
charges identified above
are merely allegations and

You contribution
makes trustworthy
reporting possihle.
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