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Arts@StPauls presents

Sth annual

tmas (oncert

Arts@StPaul’s presents its Christmas Concert

TIMES-REPUBLICAN

ARTS@STPAULS presents A Can-
dlelight Christmas, a musical celebra-
tion of this holiday season. This fifth
annual concert will be held at 7 p.m.
on Dec. 18 in the acoustically mag-
ic, candle-lit sanctuary of St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, 201 E. Church St.,
Marshalltown, and include a variety

of musical styles.

Produced by Resident Artist, Hud-
son Lourenco-Feld, it will include
stirring pieces on the church organ.
The Marshalltown High School Hol-
iday Singers will perform a program
of carols under the direction of Amy
Ose. The recently acquired grand pi-
ano will be put to good use by local
teacher and pianist Amber Smither-

man, by brilliant young MHS student

Izaiah Wilder and by the Sunday mu-
sician Sharon Morrical. Tenor Nick
Lindborg will join Morrical in a med-
ley of Christmas favorites. Rounding
out the performance list is the Trinity
Bell Choir and the MTunes quartet.
Refreshments will be served follow-
ing the concert. This event is presented
free of charge at 7 p.m. on Dec. 18.

Christmas meeting held at Sigma Master

TIMES-REPUBLICAN

Sigma Master Chap-
ter met for lunch at El
Portal on Dec. 10 with
seven members present
and two absent. Dorothy
Perry opened the meeting
thanking Bonnie Speas for
hosting. Roll call was taken
with the question: “What
are your plans for Christ-

mas?”

Health reports were
given with progress made
for some, and more surger-
ies required. Alice Nichol-
son read the minutes of the
November meeting with
thanks to the Times Re-
publican for printing the
picture of Ginny Bumst-
ed’s 100 birthday picture. It
was approved as read. Barb

Noid gave the Treasurer’s
report, and bills were paid,
along with the $100 to be
sent to the Wings of Ref-
uge in Ames as our project
for the year sponsored by
an Ames, lowa Chapter.
Christmas cards were
signed and will be sent to
Joyce Roddon, Romaine
Mackaman, Liz Wood and
Ginny Bumsted as they are

presently in nursing home
facilities. Christmas cards
were given to each present
from Jan Keller, Dorothy
Perry and Nicholson.

The meeting closed an-
nouncing the next meeting
will be at Legends Ameri-
can Grill at 11 a.m. on Jan.
13 with Caralee Hutchens
hosting.

Intersection
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stretch of road, and I feel
certain (that) without a re-
duction in speed limit as
part of the RCI intersection,
a two-vehicle collision with
a commercial motor vehicle
in the turnaround and an
eastbound vehicle is only a
matter of time.”

During a recent inter-
view, Thomas told the T-R
that he still felt the RCI
would address some of the
community concerns, but
he worried that eastbound
traffic would be topping the
hill and encountering semi-
trucks doing U-turns, which
he called “a huge problem.

“The Department of
Transportation  engineers
have assured me that by
their calculations and for-
mulas, there’s enough sight
distance that theyre com-
fortable with it. 'm not,” he
said. “People are on their
phones. Theyre distracted.
They’re eating their lunch.
People are gonna pop that
hill, and they’re gonna have
problems. And so my frus-
tration is that I was willing
to go along with the inter-
section design if there was
a reduction in speed to 55
(miles per hour) from ba-
sically the Rhodes corner
out to the golf course, but
the DOT has advised me
that we don't meet the cri-
teria (and that) lowering the
speed limit is not even be-
ing entertained. Well, then
I don't support the intersec-
tion because I have a lot of
concerns about what that

would look like”
He also showed DOT
officials  myriad  social

comments outlining either
skepticism or outright op-
position to the plans, and
although the state ultimate-
ly has jurisdiction and au-
thority over the highway,
Thomas doesn’t feel that
the current proposal is a
“done deal”

“I really have been giv-
en feedback that they real-
ly do care what we think,
and they are considering
not doing the intersection.
I just go back to the root
of the problem, whether
it's the near misses that get
reported or the actual ac-
cidents that we've covered.
In almost every case, the
speed wasn't necessarily an
issue, and in most cases it
wasn't people turning into
town. It was people leaving
town”

He then referenced the
“shadowing effect, which
means that cars turning into
town are creating an unin-
tentional blindness of other
cars traveling on the road,
so the turning traffic needs
an offset turn lane like the
one at the intersection of
Highway 30 and Hart Ave-
nue near State Center to al-
low cars leaving town to see
around them. The public,
Thomas said, feels strong-
ly about both turning lanes
and a reduction in speed,
but he isn't as concerned
about the speed as long as
drivers arent making the
J-turns.

“I can't attribute exces-
sive speed as a contributing
factor to any of the crashes
we've had. It wasn't like a car
was going 100 and it came
out of nowhere. In almost
every case, a car pulled out
from the stop sign and ran
into another car going east
or westbound on 30 because
they didn’t see it,” he said.
“The person leaving the
stop sign or leaving town
didn’t see it”

There was one fatal-
ity crash where a driver
turned left in front of a
pickup truck, but Thomas
described it as an outlier.
Previously, construction on
this project was set for the
spring of 2026, but the chief
wasn't sure how rethinking
the intersection would im-
pact that.

He doesn't anticipate an-
other public meeting given
the “abundant” feedback
already received, but now,
it’s just a matter of how the
DOT will proceed. State
Center Mayor Craig Pfantz
called the J-turn proposal an
“unintended consequence”
of the concerns citizens
had raised, but he did feel
that the addition of flashing
lights has helped to some
degree.

“We have a problem with
that intersection when peo-
ple turn into State Center
there. You kind of get caught
in the middle when you've
got traffic coming from the
west turning in and you
want to pull out and turn
to Marshalltown. That is an
issue that the speed limit
reduction would not solve,”
Pfantz said. “Tjust wish there
was more of a median there
because its so narrow that
when you pull out in there
and there’s car traffic com-
ing from the west, some-
body’s got to stop. Thats an
issue that I just dont know
how we can solve. Now,
the J-turn deal, it did solve
that. We just could not fig-
ure out how semis could
turn around on that J-turn
if they were coming out of
State Center and wanting
to go back to Marshalltown
because there’s just not a lot
of room there to turn””

Currently, there is only
one other active J-turn RCI
intersection in Iowa, which
is located along Highway
20 near Fort Dodge, and
Pfantz said the people he
has spoken to who have
used it weren't happy with
the design. His preference,
like Thomass, is to reduce
the speed limit from 65 to
55 through town, imple-
ment offset turning lanes
and utilize the flashing
lights.

“If that doesn't help any,
if we continue to have issues
down there with accidents,
then maybe the J-turn
would be something down
the road. It’s a last resort in
my mind, and I'm sure the
citizens feel the same way
too,” he said.

At presstime, attempts to
reach Smyth for comment
had not been successful.
According to information
previously reported in the
T-R, there were 28 reported

Tons of scrap?

Give us a call and we will haul!

M. Gervich & Sons

Marshalltown

641-753-3359

crashes at the intersection
between Jan. 1, 2014, and
March 17, 2025, including
one fatality, three with major
injuries, and three with mi-
nor injuries — with a total
of 26 individuals involved.
Smythe noted that 18 of the
28 crashes were attributed to
failure to yield or failure to
obey right-of-way laws

Contact Robert Maharry
at 641-753-6611 ext. 255 or
rmaharry@timesrepublican.com.
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ornament Kits). The activi-
ty is self serviced and fam-
ilies can help themselves to
the cards and pencils”

She also shared this
message on behalf of the
13th Street Board.

“The 13th Street Dis-
trict Board would like to
thank you for your under-
standing with the inclem-
ent winter weather event
postponement on Dec. 11
and we are thrilled most

businesses can still join us!
Of those that can not, they
send their regrets due to
planned family activities,
as we understand with this
unanticipated change of
date this holiday season.
And know (that) we do
truly understand for those
of you that will not be with
us next week. You will be
missed! If anyone has any
further questions, feel free
to reach out, she said.
“Thanks again for your
flexibility and support of
this event!”

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Dec. 15

9:15a.m. to 3 p.m.

o Cards, Senior Citizens Center, 207 E. Church St.,

« Young @ Heart Coffee and Conversation, Gutekunst
Library, State Center, 10 a.m. to Noon

« Cribbage, Senior Citizens Center, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

« Infant and Child CPR and Choking Class, Guiding
Star, 2501 S. Center St., Suite M, 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

ing the bank’s records.

meeting in January.

ALA Unit 46 holds meeting

TIMES-REPUBLICAN

The meeting was called to order at 6:13 p.m. by Deb
Miller followed by opening prayer, Pledge of Allegiance,
standing in silence and the Preamble to the Constitution
of the American Legion Auxiliary.

November meeting minutes were read by Kellie Allen.
A motion to approve minutes as read was made by Meg
Sponseller and seconded by Liz Stewart. Dorothy Hell-
berg gave the treasurer’s report noting all deposits and
disbursements for the month. The membership report
was given by Sponseller. The Unit is at 81% of its goal.
Members are encouraged to recruit.

The next poppy making session is scheduled for 10
a.m. on Jan. 13 at the VFW for those interested. The
Rada Cutlery Fundraiser is open and the link is posted
on the Unit Facebook page.

MCBD is selling the Military Tribute Banners again. A
motion to purchase one was made by Cindy Mayer and
seconded by Sponseller. The Auxiliary has started the plan-
ning process for its annual St. Patrick’s Day Card Party. It is
tentatively set for March 16. It also plans to do another quilt
raffle with a drawing being held once all 250 tickets are
sold. A garage sale is tentatively planned for May 1-2. This
will be a new fundraiser for us that hopefully is successful.

The CD through Edward Jones matures on Jan. 29. A
motion to reinvest was made by Pam Gorham and was
seconded by Mayer. The quarterly financial audit was
completed in November with the Unit’s records match-

The meeting was closed out with upcoming events
and volunteer opportunities. The next general member-
ship meeting will be on Feb. 10, 2026. There will be no
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* Enclose Your Porch or Patio and Enjoy the Outdoors Longer

YOUR SUNROOM EXPERTS
FOR A FREE DESIGN CONSULTATION

CALL 888-902-2863

PROMO CODE: NEWP “Offers end 12/31/25. Discount applies to MSRP and varies by market. Some restrictions apply. See store for details. Not valid on prior sales or quotes. May not be used in conjunction with other offers
or discounts. tHome Improvement Loans made through Upgrade feature Annual Percentage Rates (APRs) of 0%-29.99%. Lowest rates require Autopay. If you are eligible for credit union membership, you may be required
1o join a credit union to receive a lower APR. Loans feature repayment terms of 5 to 20 years. Loans may be disbursed in one or more advances. Actual loan terms may vary depending on, among other things, the exact
number of advances, the amount of each advance, and the date on which each advance will occur. For example, if a borrower receives a $10,000 loan with a 7-year term and a 4.99% Annual Percentage Rate (APR) and the
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“Since we've enclosed our pool, it stays cleaner
and pests stay out. We love it!”

— Tim & Anita, Happy Customers 7 7 /A i

ances privacy Q Guards against insects

PATIO

ENCLOSURES’

SUNROOMS &
ENCLOSURES
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a Great Day Improvements brand

loan is disbursed in 2 advances (20% on Day 1 and 80% on Day 90), the borrower will have a required monthly payment of $141.31. The APR on the loan may be higher or lower and loan offers may not have multiple term
lengths available. Actual rate depends on credit score, credit usage history, loan term, and other factors. Subsequent charges and fees may increase the cost of the loan. There is no fee or penalty for repaying a loan early.
Loans are subject to credit approval. Upgrade, Inc. (NMLS #1548935) holds licenses in the states listed at upgrade.com/State-Licenses and does business under the DBAs listed at upgrade.com/dba. ®@Copyright 2025 Patio
Enclosures. AL #40237; AZ #R0C 344176; AR #0452570326; CT HIC.0631661; DE #2011604370; DC #420214000016; FL #CBC1267793; GA #GCC0006870; ID #RCE-65654; IN #GL110049; IA #C149528; KS, Johnson

Cly. #2025-0011734; LA #890597; MHIC #132308; MA Reg. #168562; MI #272000011; MO, Kansas City #CLCL10049092-01-2022MN #BC781015; MS #26284-MC; MT #280511; NE #23137-25; NV, Sunrise

Builders, LLC, General Contractor B-2 #0080579; NJ #13VH06165800; NM #418574; NY, Rockland Cty. #H-20019; NY, Suffolk Cty. #HI-69655; NC #71281; OH, Columbus #HIC03284; OH, Toledo HRC-21-00005;
CEWBER OR #234836; PA #076686; Rl #GC-16788; SC #G123011; TN #75071; TX, San Antonio #LIC-RBC-LIC23-17200851; UT #12271411-5501; VA #2705157137; WA GREATDI799DJ; WV051266; WI #D012000102-DC

ROOMS | SCREENROOMS | PATIO & POOL ENCLOSURES | LANAIS




