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Legals
Cellco Partnership and its  

controlled affiliates doing busi- 
ness as Verizon Wireless (Ver- 
izon Wireless) proposes to collo- 
cate wireless communications  
antennas at a top height of 244  
feet on a 246-foot Lattice  
tele-communications tower at the  
approx. vicinity of 3310 Governor  
Rd, Marshalltown, Marshall  
County, IA 50158. Public com- 
ments regarding potential effects  
from this site on historic proper- 
ties may be submitted within 30  
days from the date of this publi- 
cation to: 

Trileaf Corp, 
Lisa Skeens,
 l.skeens@trileaf.com, 
1821 Walden Office 
Square Suite 500, 
Schaumburg, IL, 60173,
 (630) 227-0202 ext. 554.
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Gilman City Council Meeting  
Minutes June 9, 2025 6:00 P.M.

 Regular Session Presided by  
Mayor Meyers Answering Roll  
Call: M. Current, K. Vilez, K.  
Nissen, L. Nott, C. Craven. Also  
present: R. Guy,  
Water/Wastewater operator, A.  
Harper, clerk, S. Kirby, mainte- 
nance, J. Patterson, FD chief, D.  
Scieszinski, City Attorney, L. Wil- 
son, CGA, 7 citizens present.  
Mayor led opening prayer. Clerk  
led Pledge of Allegiance. Motion  
to approve agenda by K. Nissen,  
2 nd by C. Craven. Approved.  
Mention of council member Nott’s  
letter read in May. Marshall  
County Sheriffs Deputy read May  
2025 report. Town speed check  
requested. Motion to approve  
meeting minutes from May 12,  
2025 regular meeting by K.  
Nissen, 2 nd by M. Current. Ap- 
proved 3-2 (C. Craven, L. Nott)  
Library-Summer reading program  
until July 25. Free coffee and  
donuts on Fridays. Contracting  
with Laurel library to use library  
materials. Fire/EMS-Combined  
report. May-Three fire calls, six  
medicals including one transport.  
Fire Truck update. Grant update.  
EMS participated in combined  
drill with Gilman and Laurel Fire.  
On June 6, EMS sent to hospital  
mass casualty drill in Marshall- 
town. Motion to approve financial  
report by K. Nissen, 2 nd by M.  
Current. Approved. Motion to ap- 
prove June 2025 bills by L. Nott,  
2 nd by C. Craven. Approved.

Aaron Harper March, April  
mileage $109.90 Airgas city  
maintenance supplies $114.95  
Alliant Energy utilities $1,704.07  
Arnold Motor Supply FD truck  
supplies $858.37 Ashley Krimmer  
EMS supply reimbursement  
$2,253.86 Baker & Taylor library  
materials $137.34 Caldwell &  
Brierly, PLLC legal services  
$1,279.60 Central Iowa Farm  
Store Kubota service $202.49  
CGA sewer project costs  
$10,500.00 Column publications  
$125.73 *Comdata fuel $290.69  
Craig Weir dumpsters, city clean- 
up $400.00 Diamond Vogel side- 
walk, street paint $234.14 Elec- 
tric Pump lagoon pump mainte- 
nance $6,051.23 Heartland city lp  
$188.66 *IA Dept. of Revenue  
April Water Excise Tax $362.27  
*IA Dept of Revenue April  
Sales/Use Tax $15.69 IA League  
of Cities grantfinder subscription  
$100.00 IRUA water for resale  
$4,587.64 John Deere Financial  
city maintenance/FD supplies  
$127.28 John Deere Financial  
city maintenance/FD supplies  
$242.26 Key city maintenance  
supplies $126.65 Les Meyers  
mileage reimbursement $36.40  
MC Landfill residential/additional  
fees $34.20 Menards clerk,  
maintenance supplies $57.94  
Menards FD supplies $198.00  
MES FD equipment servicing  
$82.56 Microbac  
water/wastewater testing $460.80  
Municipal Pipe Tool 2024 televis- 
ing, jetting $25,229.54 M228 am- 
bulance maintenance $1,345.44  
Partner Communications  
telecomm-city/lib $205.87 Phil  
Gross cemetery mowing  
$2,320.00 Prairie Waste Solu- 
tions city sanitation $29.96 Rhon- 
da Guy/POM water/waste main  
$1,428.00 Schendel Pest Control  
city mosquito spraying $535.00  
Small City Resource Institute  
financial assistance $87.50 Steve  
Kirby city truck carwash, supply  
reimb $24.17 Tom’s Tire and  
Auto city truck maintenance  
$91.25 TSO Enterprises Kubota  

maintenance $346.35 US Cellu- 
lar cell phones $132.54 *Well- 
mark clerk health benefits  
$435.49 Total: $63,093.83 *Addi- 
tional bills Business : 1. Public  
Hearing: FY25 Budget Amend- 
ment. Regular meeting closed,  
public hearing opened at 6:18pm.  
FY25 Budget amendment due to  
sewer plan project, city hall build- 
ing expenses and payroll ex- 
penses transfers. Fund transfers,  
SRF loan will reimburse recent  
sewer plan expenses. Public  
hearing closed, regular meeting  
opened at 6:21pm. 2. FY25  
Budget Amendment. Motion to  
approve FY25 Budget Amend- 
ment by K. Nissen, 2 nd by C.  
Craven. Approved via Roll Call  
5-0. 3. Rhonda/POM. Monthly re- 
port. Difficulty getting bids to  
televise relief line. 4. Municipal  
Pipe Tool Bill. Bill history re- 
viewed. SRF loan to cover this  
expense. Motion to approve pay- 
ment of $25,229.54 bill for ser- 
vices provided in early 2024 by  
K. Nissen, 2 nd by C. Craven.  
Approved. 5. Relief line televising  
quotes. No further discussion. 6.  
CGA. L. Wison led discussion re- 
garding business items 7 & 8. 7.  
Resolution #8-2025: CGA sewer  
plan contract amendment. Motion  
to approve by K. Nissen, 2 nd by  
C. Craven. Approved via Roll Call  
5-0. 8. Resolution #10-2025: Fix  
date of 7/14/2025 for public hear- 
ing for SRF Planning and Design  
Loan for city sewer plan. Motion  
to approve by L. Nott, 2 nd by K.  
Nissen. Approved via Roll Call  
5-0. 9. Resolution #9-2025: In- 
creasing sewer fees for individual  
apartments. Motion to approve by  
K. Nissen, 2 nd by L. Nott. Ap- 
proved via Roll Call 5-0. 10. Ordi- 
nance Change-Increasing sewer  
fees individual apartments 1 st  
reading, ordinance change read  
by clerk. Motion to approve ordi- 
nance change by K. Nissen, 2 nd  
by L. Nott. Approved. 11. Heart- 
land property, Gilman. Tabled.  
12. City clerk hours. Clerk pro- 
posed 32 hour, open office  
schedule. Lengthy discussion of  
details discussed in several pre- 
vious council meetings. Motion to  
approve clerk proposed schedule  
by L. Nott. Clerk requested to re- 
visit. 2 nd by M. Current. Motion  
withdrawn to revisit next month.  
Motion to approve clerk proposed  
32 hour schedule by K. Vilez, 2  
nd by C. Craven. Approved 4-1  
(K. Nissen). Revisit clerk  
schedule. 13. Bids for cleanup of  
dumping on city property. Discus- 
sion regarding dumping details,  
property use and mayor/council  
communication. Two cleanup  
bids reviewed, from Strand and  
M. Wilder. Motion to approve  
$1,765 bid from Strand by K.  
Nissen, 2 nd by M. Current. Ap- 
proved. 14. Marshall County  
Sheriffs Department Contract for  
7/1/2025-6/30/2026. Motion to  
approve $16,640 contract by K.  
Nissen, 2 nd by L. Nott. Ap- 
proved. 15. Resolution #11-2025:  
Transfer of budgeted funds from  
general fund to library fund. An- 
nual transfer. Motion to approve  
by C. Craven, 2 nd by L. Nott.  
Approved via Roll Call 5-0. 16.  
Resolution #12-2025: Transfer of  
budgeted funds from general  
fund to fire department savings  
account. J. Patterson discussed.  
Tabled. 17. COLA pay raise for  
city employees. Librarian ex- 
empted. Discussion. Motion to  
approve 2% raise for clerk, city  
maintenance by C. Craven, 2 nd  
by L. Nott. Approved. 18. 206 E.  
Church Street livestock consent.  
Review. Motion to approve by L.  
Nott, 2 nd by K. Vilez. Approved.  
19. 206 E. Church Street building  
permit. Review. Motion to ap- 
prove L. Nott, 2 nd by K. Vilez.  
Approved. 20. Junk and Junk  
vehicles and machinery ordi- 
nance 2 nd reading. Final docu- 
ment not provided by deadline of  
Wednesday at noon prior to  
council meeting. Tabled. 21. City  
clerk vacation. Motion to approve  
by C. Craven, 2 nd by K. Nissen.  
Approved. 22. Policy #2024-12-3,  
need to review and approve.  
(Current, Vilez). Final document  
not provided by deadline of  
Wednesday at noon prior to  
council meeting. Tabled. 23. ISU  
bat monitoring at Prairie View  
Cemetery. Motion to approve by  
C. Craven, 2 nd by L. Nott. Ap- 
proved. Reports:   
Maintenance-mowing, Kubota  
maintenance and servicing.  
Clerk-Thank you for approving  
vacation. Happy Fathers Day  
wishes. K. Vilez asked about  
maintenance of alley behind her  

house. Attorney-202 N. Elm  
Street update. Continued until  
July 16, 2025. Potential property  
buyer. Mayor-Reviewed 6/9  
agenda items requested by coun- 
cil. Alley maintenance and own- 
ership. City council invitation for  
one on one with mayor and clerk.  
Employee mental health recovery  
session. Citizens-Mini bike rules  
discussed. L. Nott requested as- 
sistance from council members  
with placement of cemetery flags.  
Citizen requested replacement of  
cemetery flag. Gilman PO flags  
to be maintained. M. Current  
gave her opinion that citizens  
who write letters to be read in  
council meetings to come to  
meeting. Clerk read letter from D.  
Kujala. Motion for adjournment  
by L. Nott, 2 nd by C. Craven.  
Approved. Time: 7:59 pm

 Mayor Les Meyers 
Clerk Aaron Harper
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IN THE IOWA DISTRICT  
COURT FOR MARSHALL  

COUNTY, JUVENILE DIVISION

IN THE INTEREST OF
E.V. DOB: 5/30/14

Z.V. DOB: 12/14/15 JUVENILE  
NO. 5882, 5883, 5884, 5881

E.V. DOB: 3/1/17
I.G. DOB: 4/6/12

CHILDREN

SMMONS AND NOTICE
MOTHER: LOLITA GOOD

ADDRESS: Unknown

You are hereby notified as fol- 
lows:

1. That a Petition for Termina- 
tion of Parental Rights has been  
filed with the Clerk of this Court.

2. That this matter will come on  
for a pre-trial conference at 2:00  
p.m. on the 26 th day of August,  
2025 via phone conferencing.  
Hearing on the petition is  
scheduled for the 2 nd day of  
September, 2025 at 9:00 a.m. in  
Juvenile Courtroom 4N, Marshall  
County Courthouse, 1 E Main  
Street, Marshalltown, IA.

3. That the juvenile has a right  
to counsel at public expense; that  
the parents may, upon proper ap- 
plication and qualification, be ap- 
pointed counsel.

Clerk of Court
Published in the Times -  

Republican Jun 13, 20 and 27,  
2025

 L60009 #37720

IN THE IOWA DISTRICT  
COURT FOR MARSHALL  

COUNTY, JUVENILE DIVISION

IN THE INTEREST OF
I.G. DOB: 4/6/12

JUVENILE NO. 5881
CHILD

SUMMONS AND NOTICE
FATHER: SKOKY STROHM

ADDRESS: Unknown

You are hereby notified as fol- 
lows:

1. That a Petition for Termina- 
tion of Parental Rights has been  
filed with the Clerk of this Court.

2. That this matter will come on  
for a pre-trial conference at 2:00  
p.m. on the 26 th day of August,  
2025 via phone conferencing.  
Hearing on the petition is  
scheduled for the 2 nd day of  
September, 2025 at 9:00 a.m. in  
Juvenile Courtroom 4N, Marshall  
County Courthouse, 1 E Main  
Street, Marshalltown, IA.

3. That the juvenile has a right  
to counsel at public expense; that  
the parents may, upon proper ap- 
plication and qualification, be ap- 
pointed counsel.

Clerk of Court
Published in the Times -  

Republican Jun 13, 20 and 27,  
2025
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THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT  
FOR MARSHALL COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF
 THE ESTATE OF

 ROYAL FRENCH YOUNG,
 Deceased

PROBATE NO. ESPR011192

NOTICE OF PROBATE OF  
WILL, OF APPOINTMENT OF

 EXECUTOR, AND
 NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To All Persons Interested in the  
Estate of Royal French Young,  

Deceased, who died on or about  
April 9, 2025:

You are hereby notified that on  
May 13, 2025, the Last Will and  
Testament of Royal French  
Young, deceased, bearing date  
of January 5, 2021, was admitted  
to probate in the above-named  
court and that Greg Young was  
appointed Executor of the estate.  
Any action to set aside the will  
must be brought in the district  
court of said county within the  
later to occur of four months from  
the date of the second publica- 
tion of this notice or one month  
from the date of mailing of this  
notice to all heirs of the decedent  
and devisees under the will  
whose identities are reasonably  
ascertainable, or thereafter be  
forever barred.
Notice is further given that all  
persons indebted to the estate  
are requested to make immediate  
payment to the undersigned, and  
creditors having claims against  
the estate shall file them with the  
clerk of the above named district  
court, as provided by law, duly  
authenticated, for allowance, and  
unless so filed by the later to oc- 
cur of four months from the date  
of the second publication of this  
notice or one month from the  
date of mailing of this notice (un- 
less otherwise allowed or paid) a  
claim is thereafter forever barred.

Greg Young,
Executor of Estate

1488 Mormon Ridge Rd
Albion, IA 50005

Douglas W. Beals, AT0000746
Attorney for Executor
Moore, McKibben,
Goodman & Lorenz, LLP
26 South 1st Ave, Suite 302
Marshalltown, IA 50158

Date of second publication:
June 27, 2025
Published in the Times - Republi- 
can Jun 20 and 27, 2025
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TRUST NOTICE
IN THE MATTER OF THE  

TRUST:

Henry W. Helgen 
Family Trust

To all persons regarding Henry  
W. Helgen, deceased, who died  
on or about May 11, 2025. You  
are hereby notified that the  
trustees listed below are the  
trustees of the Henry W. Helgen  
Family Trust dated on May 3,  
2004, and as amended on Au- 
gust 28, 2009. Any action to con- 
test the validity of the trust must  
be brought in the District Court of  
Marshall County, Iowa, within the  
later to occur of four (4) months  
from the date of second publica- 
tion of this notice or thirty (30)  
days from the date of mailing this  
notice to the spouse of the de- 
cedent settlor, and to all heirs of  
the decedent settlor whose iden- 
tities are reasonably ascertain- 
able. Any suit not filed within this  
period shall be forever barred.
Notice is further given that any  
person or entity possessing a  
claim against the trust must mail  
proof of the claim to the trustee at  
the address listed below via certi- 
fied mail, return receipt request- 
ed, by the later to occur of four  
(4) months from the second pub- 
lication of this notice or thirty (30)  
days from the date of mailing this  
notice if required or the claim  
shall be forever barred unless  
paid or otherwise satisfied.

Henry William Helgen, Jr.
4230 Orchard Loop

Tillamook, OR 97141
Trustee

Lee Thomas Helgen
986 Tiller Lane

Shoreville, IA 55126
Trustee

Lori Lynn Helgen
5665 Cattail Ct. NE

Prior Lake, MN 55372
Trustee

Douglas W. Beals #AT0000746,
Attorney for Trustees
Moore, McKibben,
Goodman & Lorenz, LLP
26 South 1st Ave, Suite 302,
Marshalltown, Iowa 50158

Date of second publication: June  
20, 2025
Published in the Times - Republi- 
can Jun 12 and 20, 2025
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sdeifissalC
6000 - Merchandise  

Misc.

$5.00
Classified Ads

5 Lines
5 Days

$5 Dollars
ON  ITEMS PRICED  

UNDER $100

To Place your ad
Call Classifieds

515-573-2141
ext. 430

6002 - Antiques

BUYING ANTIQUES:
Signs, Crocks, Toys,  
Furniture & oddities.
319-270-1251 Jack

7000 - Autos

SELL YOUR  
CAR, TRUCK,  

SUV, RV, BOAT
FARM

 EQUIPMENT
SPECIAL

$35.00
(Add’l lines $3.00 ea.)

Your 5 line ad will  
run 90 Days in:

¯The Times Republian,
¯ TR Plus 
¯Tama Co. Shopper
¯Sun Courier
¯No. Tama Telegraph
¯Tama Toledo News      
   Chronicle. 

 Call today to place  
your ad:

515-573-2141 
ext 430

I(one vehicle per ad)
(non-commercial only)

(price must be in ad)
(ad must be pre-paid)
add a photo for $5 more

7024 - Miscellaneous
FOR SALE: Home  
Made Trailer 4X8’ box  
with tilt bed. $200.00
641-752-3993

MARSHALLTOWN
2210 Dubois Circle

Fri, 8-4 & Sat 8-2
Huge 4 Family Sale!

Lots of Baby/toddler  
items Strollers, swings,  
high chairs, gates,  
games, toys,  bounc- 
ers, books,  puzzles,  
bottles, pump, Name  
Brand clothes: girls  
0-5T, boys 0-3T,shoes,  
TV’s, Viking & Bernina   
sewing machines,  
freezers, mini fridge,   
tble & chairs, decor,  
kitchen, smoker, apple  
barrels, craft supp.,  
ramps, lawn mower,  
lawn sweeper, cargo  
hitch carrier, grill, tools,  
 dog kennel, electrical  
Lots of misc. items. 
 Cash only Don’t Miss!!

MARSHALLTOWN
2954 240th St.

(Hwy 30 E & Shady  
Oaks Rd.)

Thurs., June 19 ¯ 1-5
Fri., June 20 ¯ 9-4

Sat., June 21 ¯ 9-12
No Early Sales

MARSHALLTOWN
410 Carson Dr.

Fri. 3-6pm & Sat  8-12
HUGE SALE!

Adult & kids clothing, 
indoor & outdoor toys,  
home decor, jewelry,  
teaching supplie,  furn.,  
MORE AT THE  
GREATEST GARAGE  
SALE IN TOWN!!

5500 - Dogs

PET SPECIAL
$25.00

Your 5 line ad will  
run 10 Days in:

¯The Times Republian,  
 1 Week in

¯ TR Plus 
¯Tama Co. Shopper
¯Sun Courier
¯No. Tama Telegraph
¯Tama Toledo News      
   Chronicle. 

 Call today to place  
your ad:

515-573-2141
 ext 430

Includes Photo at no  
additional charge

Private party
Ad must be pre-paid
Additional lines $3.00

4500 - Garage Sales

Advertise your

 GARAGE  
SALE 

or plan your next  
GARAGE SALE  

TRIP 
using our

 interactive map 
that can be found on
timesrepublican.com

click the 
GARAGE SALE tab  
link on top of our  
home page to see all  
sales and get direc- 
tions to them.

To Advertise 
your sale call:
515-573-2141

ext 430 
Your 7 line ad will run  
up to 5 Days in:

¯The Times Republian,  
 1 Week in

¯ TR Plus 
¯Tama Co. Shopper
¯Sun Courier
¯No. Tama Telegraph
¯Tama Toledo News      
   Chronicle. 

and on the 
Map-it Feature

 Call by Wednesday  
noon the week before  
your sale to make in  
the weekly editions 

and shoppers.

To place 
your ad:

515-573-2141
 ext 430

7 Lines only  
$25.00

Additional lines $3.00
Ad must be pre-paid

LEGRAND
CITY WIDE

GARAGE SALES
Fri. & Sat. June 20-21
Maps Avail. at Legrand  

Post Office, Public
Library & gas station. 

MARSHALLTOWN
208 Palmer St.

Fri 4-8 & Sat 8-?
Lots of clothes; wom- 
ens, mens work, teen,  
hot topic, prom,  baby  
girl, snare drum, legos  
& puzzles, HH & more!

CentralIowa
timesrepublican.com Marshalltown, Iowa | Times-Republican | Friday, June 20, 2025 | 5

Because Heeren was not 
physically present at the 
originally scheduled sen-
tencing hearing and could 
not respond to the allega-
tions, Fisher gave both the 
defense and the prosecution 
two weeks to submit written 
arguments before reconven-
ing on Thursday morning. 
As the first major order of 
business, the judge ruled 
that the juror’s identity was 
no longer protected and is a 
matter of public record, and 
Hunter and Heeren then 
took turns making their cas-
es verbally. 

In his argument, Hunt-
er cited the precedent of a 
murder case titled State v. 
Weber when social media 
activity between a juror and 
the victim’s stepmother was 
called into question, and 
he recounted specifically 
asking during the selection 
process whether any of the 
prospective jurors knew 
the attorneys on either side. 
Hunter described the failure 
to disclose the friendship 
before it was discovered 
ahead of sentencing as “a 
miscarriage of justice” and a 
violation of the defendant’s 
Constitutional rights. 

In response, Heeren 
told the judge he has over 

1,000 Facebook friends and 
turned the tables by noting 
that Ledvina’s sister-in-law, 
Connie Ledvina, was a for-
mer administrative assistant 
of Hunter’s at the public de-
fender’s office. As a result, 
the prosecutor felt he was 
the one taking a chance by 
allowing Janice Ledvina to 
serve on the jury. 

“That’s kind of the point 
of all of this. It’s a small 
county. If we start finding 
(that) knowing someone as 
just knowing who they are, 
obviously I’m not that good 
at doing birthday greetings 
or whatever on Facebook 
because it sounds like I was 
hitting about every third 
year or something,” Heeren 
said. “All that stuff is just 
generated by Facebook. I 
couldn’t tell you where Jan-
ice Ledvina lives. I don’t 
know if she knows where 
I live. We’ve never social-
ized together (or) anything 
like that. I think (Assistant 
Tama County Attorney Ge-
neva) Williams, when she 
was here last week, had a 
pretty good line that Face-
book’s not real. There are all 
kinds of friends, everything 
else that sure, we call them 
friends, but some of them, 
we’ve never been with, talk-
ed to, whatever, and they’re 
still a friend on Facebook.” 

He reiterated his argu-
ment that the generic birth-

day wishes did not create 
any issues with the verdict 
returned. Heeren also at-
tempted to enter a recent ar-
ticle from the Times-Repub-
lican into the record during 
which Jenkins told the 
newspaper she had recog-
nized Ledvina, who is also a 
resident of Elberon (a com-
munity with a population 
of under 200), which drew 
an objection from Hunter 
on the grounds that it was a 
“red herring.” 

Hunter countered that 
he had spoken directly to 
Janice Ledvina about her 
last name and whether she 
had a connection to his for-
mer administrative assistant 
during selection, and he re-
membered her responding 
that they were stepsisters. 

“With respect to people 
seeing each other, that’s one 
thing, but I think that there’s 
a difference with the county 
attorney asking to be a friend 
of a person. They have to re-
quest a friend on Facebook. 
It’s not automatic. Then the 
other person has to grant 
that request to make them 
a friend on Facebook, and 
I have well-wished people 
happy birthday. And there 
is a standardized one click 
response where it generates 
a happy birthday with four 
icons, and that is not what 
we have here. We have sepa-
rate, individualized personal 

well-wishings that appear to 
be hand-typed by Brent to 
Ms. Ledvina,” Hunter said. 
“And without anybody men-
tioning that that relationship 
existed, whether they forgot 
that it existed, whether they 
intentionally hid that it ex-
isted, still doesn’t change the 
fact that it was undisclosed, 
the juror was selected and 
then sat on the panel decid-
ing the facts of the case.” 

Heeren restated his po-
sition that nothing Hunt-
er had presented rose to 
the level of a mistrial, and 
Hunter reiterated that he felt 
an irregularity nonetheless 
existed. 

“If I had known that there 
was some contact, personal, 
on Facebook, between the 
county attorney and Ms. 
Ledvina, I would’ve struck 
her for cause. I did not get 
that opportunity because I 
did not know,” he said. 

Fisher ultimately sided 
with the prosecution and 
commented that in his view, 
the alleged relationship be-
tween Heeren and the juror 
did not have any reasonable 
probability of influencing 
the verdict. 

“This is a small coun-
ty. Facebook friends are 
real. The court does take 
that point… However, 
they do exist in a different 
framework than traditional 
friends. You can be friends 
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on Facebook and not have 
the type of relationship that 
people traditionally have as 
friends,” Fisher said. 

Thus, the judge declined 
to grant the request for a 
new trial and proceeded to 
sentencing on both counts, 
but he did sustain Hunter’s 
objection to entering the 
news article into the record. 
Heeren asked the court not 
to follow the recommenda-
tion of a deferred judgment 
in the presentence investi-
gation because he felt the 
crime, which resulted in 
about $18,000 worth of 
damage to the library, was 
not only a property crime 
but a crime against the chil-
dren who were at the library 
on that day. 

“I cannot imagine being 
those kids in the situation 
they were in, finding them-
selves in front of police of-
ficers, testifying in court, 
the whole thing, and it was 
all orchestrated by the de-
fendant. She’s the one that 
somehow got those kids 
in the situation where she 
was able to do what she 
did. She wanted to tear up 
the library herself, but she 
knew she couldn’t do that. 
And so she had the kids 
do it in her place,” Heeren 
said. “I’m not sure what 
happened that the defen-
dant was able to get herself 
into a position of trust and 
authority that she was able 
to orchestrate the destruc-
tion of the Elberon Library 
and have those children do 
it for her… The defendant 
basically used these chil-
dren, and she used them 
for her own purposes. She 
wanted to get back at the li-
brary board and the city of 
Elberon for whatever rea-
son, and she did it using the 
children. That is something 
that is very serious. I’m not 
sure what the lasting reper-
cussions are gonna be for 
these kids.” 

He commended the chil-
dren for coming forward 
and taking responsibility 
for their actions, but he 
believed they would suf-
fer from a long-term stig-

ma as they grow up in the 
small community. Heeren 
asked the court for a five-
year prison sentence on 
each count running con-
currently and a minimum 
fine, though he wasn’t sure 
what facility Jenkins, who is 
transgender, should be re-
quired to report to. 

Conversely, Hunter ar-
gued that it was indeed only 
a property crime and the 
result of emotions running 
high for both Jenkins and 
the children, and he de-
scribed the defendant as “a 
good person who made a 
bad decision.” 

“She did not stop them 
from doing anything. She 
may have opened the door 
and (it) looks like that they 
went in and were able to get 
things. We maintain that 
she was not trying to assist 
them or solicit them to do 
that, but the jury found oth-
erwise,” he said. 

He called Jenkins a per-
fect candidate for a deferred 
judgment, and Hunted also 
characterized the children 
as “good kids who made a 
bad decision.” He urged the 
court to ignore suggestions 
of uncharged crimes and to 
instead focus on rehabili-
tation and the future with 
further counseling as op-
posed to a maximum sen-
tence for a first offense as 
an adult. 

The defendant was then 
allowed to address the court 
herself and took responsi-
bility for “letting (her) emo-
tions control (her) response 
to the situation.” 

“In a moment where I 
should have risen to meet 
the challenge, I instead shut 
down. That failure of judg-
ment weighs on me still, 
and my memories of that 
day play on repeat because 
of the role I played; not be-
cause I intended harm, but 
because I let myself stop 
leading when the situation 
demanded it most,” Jenkins 
said. “That said, I have not 
and I will not let that mo-
ment define me. I’ve taken 


