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Business 
Feature 
of the 
Week:

Mixed Berry Sangria

1 bottle (750 ml) sparkling 
white wine

2-1/2 cups white cranberry juice
2/3 cup light or coconut rum
1/3 cup each fresh blackberries, 

blueberries and raspberries
1/3 cup chopped fresh 

strawberries
Ice cubes

In a large pitcher, mix wine, juice and rum; add fruit. Refrigerate at least 2 
hours; serve over ice.

All Cooks’ Corner Recipes are 
available for a limited time at 
www.timescitizen.com/kifg/ 

Jeff Peterson, LUTCF
11122 Maplehurst Dr.
Iowa Falls
641-648-5605 • Cell 641-373-0508

Insurance
• Life

• Index Annuities             

Quality  Carpet 
Cleaning 

and Restoration
Carpet, Upholstery, 
& Air Duct Cleaning
Free Estimates
641-648-2981

www.iowafallscarpetcleaning.com 

 Interior Painting 
 Exterior Painting 
  Deck and Fence Refinishing 

641-373-4416
Call us today for a free quote 

Abraham & Sierra 

Residential    Commercial

Quality Carpet Cleaning 
and Restoration 

648-2981
Carpet, Upholstery, & Air Duct Cleaning

Serving Iowa Falls Since 1996

www.iowafallscarpetcleaning.com

Free 

Estimates

Terrific Tomato Tart

12 sheets phyllo dough (14×9 
inches)

2 tablespoons olive oil
2 tablespoons dry bread crumbs
2 tablespoons prepared pesto
3/4 cup crumbled feta cheese, 

divided

1 medium tomato, cut into 1/4-
inch slices

1 large yellow tomato, cut into 
1/4-inch slices

1/4 teaspoon pepper
5 to 6 fresh basil leaves, thinly 

sliced

Preheat the oven to 400°F. Set up your phyllo station on a clean counter 
with a parchment-lined baking sheet and a damp towel that’s been wrung 
out. Place one sheet of phyllo dough on the baking sheet. Cover the 
remaining phyllo with the damp towel to keep it from drying out. Brush 
the phyllo sheet with 1/2 teaspoon oil, and sprinkle with 1/2 teaspoon 
bread crumbs. Repeat with all remaining layers of phyllo and breadcrumbs, 
making sure to brush the oil all the way to the edges. Spread the pesto over 
the bottom and sprinkle with half of the feta cheese. Alternately arrange 
the red and yellow tomato slices over the cheese. Sprinkle with pepper and 
the remaining feta. Bake the tart in the middle rack of the oven until the 
crust is golden brown and crispy, 20 to 25 minutes, rotating once halfway 
through. Remove from the oven and cool on a wire rack for five minutes. 
Remove parchment before cutting. Garnish with basil and enjoy!

Bing Cherry-Amaretti Fool

1 envelope unflavored gelatin
1/3 cup cold water
1 cup sour cream
1/2 cup sugar
1 tablespoon lemon juice
1/2 teaspoon almond extract
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract
2 cups coarsely chopped fresh 

Bing or other dark sweet 

cherries, divided
1 cup heavy whipping cream
1 cup coarsely crushed amaretti 

cookies (about 16 cookies)
Optional toppings: Fresh mint 

leaves, Bing cherries and 
additional crushed amaretti 
cookies

In a small saucepan, sprinkle gelatin over cold water; let stand 1 minute. 
Heat and stir over low heat until gelatin is completely dissolved. Let stand 
5 minutes. Place sour cream, sugar, lemon juice, extracts, 1 cup cherries 
and gelatin mixture in a blender; cover and process until cherries are 
pureed. Transfer to a large bowl. In a small bowl, beat cream until soft peaks 
form. Remove 1/2 cup whipped cream; reserve for topping. Gently fold 
remaining whipped cream into cherry mixture. Fold in crushed cookies 
and remaining chopped cherries. Divide mixture among 8 dessert dishes. 
Refrigerate at least 2 hours. Serve with reserved whipped cream and 
optional toppings as desired.

Fizzy Peach Shake

3 medium peaches, pitted
1/3 cup ginger ale, chilled, 

plus additional for topping if 
desired

2 tablespoons honey
1 quart vanilla ice cream
Optional: Whipped cream and 

peach slices

Place peaches, ginger ale and honey in a blender; cover and process until 
smooth. Add ice cream; cover and process until combined. Pour into 
serving glasses. If desired, top with whipped cream or additional ginger ale 
and garnish with peach slices. Serve immediately.

Key Lime Cream Pie
1 package (11.3 ounces) pecan 
shortbread cookies, crushed (about 
2 cups)
1/3 cup butter, melted
4 cups heavy whipping cream
1/4 cup confectioners’ sugar
1 teaspoon coconut extract
1 package (8 ounces) cream cheese, 

softened
1 can (14 ounces) sweetened 
condensed milk
1/2 cup Key lime juice
1/4 cup sweetened shredded 
coconut, toasted
Sliced Key limes, optional

In a small bowl, mix the crushed cookies and butter. Press the crust onto 
the bottom and up the side of a greased 9-inch deep-dish pie plate.  In a 
large bowl, beat the cream until it begins to thicken. Add the confectioners’ 
sugar and extract and continue beating until stiff peaks form. In another 
large bowl, beat the cream cheese, condensed milk and lime juice until 
blended. Gently fold in 2 cups of whipped cream and spoon the filling into 
the prepared crust. Top the filling with the remaining whipped cream and 
sprinkle the cream with toasted coconut. Refrigerate for at least four hours 
before serving. If desired, garnish with sliced Key limes.
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Legal Notices

OFFICIAL NOTICE
BEFORE THE UTILITIES 

COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF
IOWA TO THE CITIZENS OF

HARDIN COUNTY:
Notice  is  given  that  ITC  Midwest
LLC, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, pursuant
to Iowa Code chapter 478, has filed
a  petition  with  the  Iowa  Utilities
Commission (IUC)  for  extension  of
franchise  to  maintain  and  operate
an electric transmission line setting
forth the following as the maximum
voltage, starting points, routes, and
termini of the existing line:
EXHIBIT A 
161,000 Volt Nominal (169,000 Volt
Maximum) 
Electric Transmission Line 
Hardin County, Iowa
The west end point of this line is at a
point of electrical connection with an
ITC  Midwest  LLC  (ITC)  electric
transmission line located Northwest
Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of
Section  19,  Township  89  North,
Range 20 West of the 5th Principal
Meridian, Hardin County, Iowa, and
the west terminus of this line will be
at  a  point  of  electrical  connection
within  ITC's  Iowa  Falls  Industrial
Substation located in the Northeast
Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of
Section  24,  Township  89  North,
Range 21 West of the 5th Principal
Meridian, Hardin County, Iowa, with-
in the City of Iowa Falls, Iowa.
The east end point of this line is at a
point of electrical connection with an
ITC electric transmission line locat-
ed  in the Northeast Quarter of  the
Southeast  Quarter  of  Section  19,
Township 89 North, Range 20 West
of the 5th Principal Meridian, Hardin
County, Iowa, and the east terminus
is at a point of electrical connection
within  Corn  Belt  Power  Coopera-
tive's  Wellsburg  Substation located
near the north quarter corner of Sec-
tion  2,  Township  87  North,  Range
18 West of the 5th Principal Meridi-
an, Grundy County, Iowa.
This line begins at a point of electri-
cal connection with an ITC electric
transmission line located on private
property adjacent to the south mar-
gin of Riverside Drive, approximate-
ly  0.01  mile  south  and  0.18  mile
east  of  the  west quarter  corner  of
Section  19,  Township  89  North,
Range 20 West of the 5th Principal
Meridian, Hardin County, Iowa, said
point  being  on  the  south  city  limit
line of Iowa Falls, Iowa; thence east
on private  property  adjacent to  the
south  margin  of  Riverside  Drive
along  the  east-west  centerline  of
said Section 19, to a point of electri-
cal connection with an ITC transmis-
sion line located on private property
approximately  0.01  mile  south and
0.22  mile west  of  the  east  quarter
corner of said Section 19, a distance
of approximately 0.64 mile.
The total distance of the 161kV line
segment is approximately 0.64 mile.
A  map  showing  the  route  of  the
electric line may be obtained at no
cost by calling (319) 297-6816 or by
writing  to  ITC  Midwest  LLC.,  Attn:
Jacob Shipp, 3165 Edgewood Pkwy
SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.
Orders  issued and documents filed
in this docket (No. E-21579) may be
viewed  by  searching  under  the
docket number in the IUCs electron-
ic  filing system (EFS)  at  efs.iowa.-
gov.  Objections  to  the  granting  of
the franchise may be filed electroni-
cally  using  EFS or  filed  in  writing
with the IUC no later than 20 days
after the date of second publication
of  this  notice.  Instructions  for  sub-
mitting  an  electronic  filing  can  be
found  in  EFS;  written  objections
must be mailed to the Iowa Utilities
Commission, 1375 E. Court Avenue,
Des Moines, IA 50319.
The  date  of  the first  publication is
August 2, 2025. The date of the sec-
ond publication is August 9, 2025. 
IOWA UTILITIES COMMISSION
BY: Jon Tack 
General Counsel
Dated this 18th day of June, 2025.
Published in the Times Citizen of

August 2 and 9, 2025.
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Alden City Council 
Regular Meeting
July 21st, 2025

Mayor  Mourlam called the  meeting
to  order  at  5:00PM. Robert  Hover-
sten was absent,  and all  the other
council members were present. Also
present was Frank Cearley, Gerald
Claude,  Robin  Heinzeroth,  Duane
Harding, William Peters, Dean Van-
dervort, Carol Kalous,  Jim & Carrie
Goodknight, Taylor Nederhoff, Mark
Buschkamp, Justin Ites, Andy Jass,
Steve Lyon and Lorrie Watts.
Consent  Agenda:  Janaan  Harding
motioned to approve, Jerry Hartema
seconded the motion and all present
voted aye.
Resolution 2025-09 Fiscal Yearend
Transfers:
From General Fund#001 $45000.00,
into  Library  Fund  #002  for  Library
Programs and support,
From General Fund #001 $25000.00
into  Library  Fund  #002  Tree  re-
moval/window  replacement  from
storm damage not covered by insur-
ance. 
From L.O.S.T.  #122  (Local  Option
Sales  Tax-Community  Programs)
$15000.00
Into General Fund #001 $15000.00
From General Fund #001 $15000.00
into  Library  Fund#002  Funding  Li-
brary Budget above and beyond the
County Contribution ($22794.00)
Jerry Hartema motioned to approve
Resolution  2025-09,  Janaan  Hard-
ing seconded the motion to approve
the Resolution, votes as follows:
Ayes:  Jerry  Hartema,  Mike  Oliver,
Janaan Harding, Mark Oliver
Resolution  2025-10  Transfer  from
Pool Savings into City Checking for
Pool Pump $7114.94
Invoice#031880 Electric Pump Com-
pany, Janaan Harding  motioned to
approve  the  Resolution  2025-10,
Jerry Hartema seconded the motion
and the vote was as follows:
Ayes:  Jerry  Hartema,  Mark  Oliver,
Janaan Harding, Mike Oliver.
Westend  Liquor  License  Renewal:
Mark  Oliver  motioned  to  approve,
Mike  Oliver  seconded,  everyone
voted aye.
Taylor Nederhoff, City Attorney, was
present to go over the new laws and
criteria  for  taking  title  to
abandoned/uninhabited  properties
which pertain to unpaid property tax-
es,  no utilities and code violations.
He explained the Citys right to take
titles and the shortened time frame.
He explained once a petition to take
tile  is  started,  the property  will  not
have the right to remedy the situa-
tion before a court hearing.  If a peti-
tion  is  filed  there  is  just  cause  to
take the property. The city can buy
the property taxes for Certificate of
Title and sell  the property. The City
has the first right to get the title. The
appeal process in now only 30 days
after  the  court  date  is  set.  Lien
searches  must  be  done  and  all
those  with  liens  must  be  notified.
The  property  owner  can  place  a
confession of judgment and not fight
the seizure and the requires a sixty-
day  period.  He  explained that  that
speeds up  the  process  greatly  on
nuisance/abandoned properties. 
Jim  and  Carrie  Goodknight  were
present  to  request  Railroad  Street
vacation. Mayor Mourlam stated that
the  land  according  to  the  Hardin
County Assessors Office belongs to
ILC Resources, Paul Hoversten and
Dave  Krogh.  The  Union  Pacific
abandoned  those  tracks,  and  the
land went to ILC. He also stated that
vacating  would  take  an  easement
between  property  owners.  Jim
Goodknight stated that he would like
to table this issue until further inves-
tigation could be done on his part.
Pool  Closing  Date  Revisited:
Janaan Harding stated that she had
some  people  after  August  17th,
closing date request that the pool be
open until  September 1st  and now
she  would  like  to  suggest  August
24th,  based  on  staff  availability.
Mayor  Mourlam stated that  August
24th was a compromise and based
on  staff  availability  seem  doable.
Lorrie Watts stated that she wanted
people to understand how the pool
fits into the Culture and Recreation
Department part of the budget. That
department  has  one pie and when
you  have  an  open-ended  closing
date  and  the  cost  of
$7000.00+/week to operate the pool
takes away from the other areas of
Culture  and  Recreation,  i.e.  the  li-
brary,  the  campground, the  Legion
Community  Center  and  the  other
parks.  The  campground  and  the
community  center  cover  their  own
expenses,  but  everything  else
comes from that pie. It needs to be
looked at from a cost benefit analy-
sis. The library could benefit greatly
with  their  programs given  an extra
$7000.00 and it is open 6 days per,
52 weeks per year. She asked Dean
Vandervort,  Library Board member,
if that money would help with all the
library  programs  that  encompass
toddlers to senior citizens? Dean re-
sponded with  a nod of  agreement.
She  said  when  pieces  of  pie  are
wasted,  everyone  must  deal  with
less in Culture and Recreation. Jerry
Hartema  stated  that  keeping  the
pool  open  until  the  24th  with  staff
available  was  a  good  solution.
Janaan  Harding  motioned  to  ap-
prove  Alden  Pool  closing  August
24th, 2025, Jerry Hartema seconded
the  motion  and  all  present  voted
aye.
Legion  Rental  Contract  Terms:
Janaan  Harding  stated  that  she
feels like the City should raise the
rental price on the Legion Communi-
ty  Center for weddings and reduce
the time the renters get the key. She
feels allowing them to have the key
after 1:00PM on Thursday is far too
much time and that Martin Marietta
was unable to use it in October on a
Thursday  due  to  a  wedding  being
booked  for  that  weekend.  Lorrie
Watts  stated that the wedding was
booked 1 ½ years ago and the fami-
ly  does  not  live  in  the  area.  She
went on to say the City has 25 exe-
cuted  contracts  between  now  and
the  end  of  May with  current  rates
and time. She stated that giving the
key out on Thursday has kept things
from becoming hectic and stressful
on  Friday  because  the  office  is
closed  Friday  afternoon.  Harding
stated that  people just  need to re-
member to pick the key up on Friday
morning.  Mark  Oliver  stated  that  it
mustve been a long time since you-
ve set  up a wedding. Watts  stated
that  she is the one that  deals with
the  stress  from the  renters.  Watts
also said that she has days off and
how is that going to work? Harding
stated maybe the library could hand
the key out if she was not in the of-
fice.  Robin  Heinzeroth  questioned
that  isnt this something that should
be discussed at budget time rather
than arguing about it  now. Harding
replied  she  was just  asking.  Jerry
Hartema suggested putting the next
council  agenda  for the August  dis-
cussion.  Mayor Mourlam suggested
that changes come in the next Fis-
cal Year. Watts was directed to put
on the agenda for the August 18th,
meeting. 
Legion  Beer  Cooler/Kegerator:
Steve  Lyon  stated  that  the  Legion
Beer Kegerator has a burnt-up com-
pressor  and  stated  that  the  City
needs  to  decide  what  they  want
done  with  that  space.  Mark  Oliver
stated  that  not  many  people  buy
kegs for receptions etc. these days.
Steve Lyon suggested a small beer
cooler  for  that  space.  Mayor
Mourlam suggested getting a couple
options,  measuring  the  space  and
start locally with Jones Appliance.
Public  Input:  Gerald  Claude  asked
how  soon  the  trees  up  near  his
house were going to be on the re-
moval list. Steve Lyon stated that he
is on the list with the two in front and
the City has around 18 to take down
with his area, which has quite a few.
Andy  Jass  stated  that  Iowa  River
Rough Cut is running a bit  behind
due to the recent rain issues. Robin
Heinzeroth gave the council  the list
of houses that have overgrowth and
maintenance  issues:  Chad  Last
1206 Hardin St., Casey Robison 313
Mill St., Dale Hilpipre 1403 Pearl St,
Ryan Barricks rental on 408 East St.
Mayor Mourlam also stated that Matt
Hoversten  1003 Pearl  St.  and that
Chester  Neubauer  needs  to  do
some garage repair work and weeds
cut down. City Clerk was directed to
send letters  to all  the above listed
people.  Carol  Kalous  asked  what
will be happening to Manuel Lermas
310  Washington  St.  He  said  the
neighborhood has looked at this for
5  years  and  nothing  gets  done.
Mayor  Mourlam  stated  that  there
was a meeting with Bob Hoversten,
Deputy  Holmes and  himself  earlier
and Manuel stated he would make
some improvements.  Lerma  stated
he would make some progress but
has  yet  to  do  anything.  The  City
would  have  Nederhoff  investigate
the next steps to take. Harding stat-
ed that Sunday, Ocotober 5th, 2025,
Horizons  has  the  Fall  Festival
Scheduled,  with  free  lunch  from
12:00-2:00PM  Costume  Contest,
Fire Truck/Hayrides. She asked the
maintenance department to replace
the basketball  net in the park. She
stated that the next round of Military
Honor  flags  has  arrived  and  she
would need to Iowa Central Electric
to put up more brackets. Discussion
was  held  about  flag  size  changes
and  rubber  banding  to  keep  them
from spinning.  Mayor  Mourlam  re-
quested a motion to adjourn:  Mark
Oliver  motioned,  Mike  Oliver  sec-
onded the motion and all voted aye.
Meeting adjourned at 5:55PM.
Signed:
Mayor Harley Mourlam
ATTEST:
Lorrie Watts, City Clerk
CLAIMS REPORT
Jun-25
ACCESS SYSTEMS
LIBRARY PHONE SYSTEM 209.33 
ACCESS SYSTEMS
COPIER/PRINTER-LIBRARY

105.46 
GORDON FLESCH COMPANY
COPIER /PRINTER MAINTENANCE

48.00 
AGSOURCE COOPERATIVE SVCS
WASTEWATER TESTING 71.50 
AGVANTAGES FS INC.
MAINTENANCE DEPT FUEL

729.60 
ALDEN DAY FUND
ALDEN DAYS 2025 2,500.00 
ALLIANT ENERGY
GAS/ELECTRIC  ALL  DEPART-
MENTS 7,002.55 
ALLIANT ENERGY
#0725401000 LIBRARY 542.55 
BAKER & TAYLOR BOOKS
BOOKS FOR LIBRARY 
COLLECTIONS 67.01 
BLUE CROSS/BLUESHIELD
MEDICAL INS 1,634.60 
BLUE CROSS/BLUESHIELD
HEALTH INSURANCE PREMIUMS

4,598.60 
CARNEGIE-EVANS PUBLIC 
LIBRARY
BOOKS FOR LIBRARY 15.00 
CENTRAL BANK
POSTAGE/SHIPPING LIBRARY

165.67 
CENTRAL  IOWA  FABRICATION,
INC
POOL PARTS-REP/MAINT. 49.65 
CULLIGAN
LIBRARY WATER SYSTEM 61.50 
DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP
FIRE HYDRANT REPLACEMENT

4,809.67 
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
FED/FICA TAX 2,555.90 
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
FED/FICA TAX 3,358.92 
HAMILTON'S SANDBLASTING
1 S GALLON POOL COTE EPOXY

155.98 
HARDIN COUNTY SHERIFF
LAW ENFORCEMENT CONTRACT

1,557.60 
HAWKEYE WEST PEST CONTROL
CO
PEST CONTROL 56.00 
HAWEKEY WEST PET CONTROL
CO
PEST CONTROL-LIBRARY 109.00 
HAWKINS INC
WATER DEPT CHEMICALS

2,132.65 
HOGAN HANSEN CPA
ANNUAL EXAMINATION FEE 2023-
34 5,500.00 
HOOPLA
ACCESS ON LINE BOOKS/
DIGITAL 2,000.00 
HOWLAND PEST CONTROL
PEST CONTROL-OUTSIDE BUILD-
INGS 200.00 
IA ALCOHOL BEV DIVISION
LIQUOR LICENSE BEER GARDEN

24.38 
INNOVATIVE AG SERVICE
FIRE DEPARTMENT FUEL 158.26 
IOWA DEPART OF REVENUE
WATER EXCISE TAX-MAY 2025

528.36 
IA  DEPT  OF  INSPECTIONS/AP-
PEALS
FOOD PERMIT ALDEN DAYS 2025

51.50 
IOWA FINANCE AUTHORITY
G.O.SEWER LINING PROJECT

24,721.25 
IOWA FINANCE AUTHORITY
REVENUE BOND SEWER LINING
PROJ 13,632.50 
IOWA ONE CALL 
LOCATES WATER/SEWER LINES

41.40 
IPERS
REGULAR IPERS 2,907.86 
J&T PLUMBING & HEATING
DISCONNECT GASLINE,BURNERS

210.00 
JOHN  DEERE
FINANCIAL/THEISENS
COMMUNITY  CENTER
GROUNDS/SUPPL 280.77 
KIEFER AQUATICS
POOL SUPPLIES-LGS82UNXL/M-2

81.00 
MARTN MARIETTA MATERIALS
1"  CLEAN  ROCK-WATER  DEPT
REP 137.06 
MOLER SANITATION
GARBAGE SERVICE CONTRACT

4,451.50 
NORTH IOWA LANDSCAPING
2025 SPRING MAINTENANCE OF

2,570.10 
NORTH IOWA LIBRARIES
BEACON  YRLY  SUPPORT  8/25-
7/26 966.12 
OFFICE OF AUDITOR OF STATE
ANNUAL FILING FEE/EXAM 23/24

175.00 
OTIS ELEVATOR COMPANU
ELEVATOR-TRIP  CHG  FOR
MAINT. 125.00 
OVERHEAD DOOR CO WEBSTER
CITY
CABLE/SPRINGS,  CLAMP-RE-
WOUND 1,125.48 
PETTY CASH
REIMBURSAL/CEMETERY 
FINANCIALS 5.59 
RYAN'S  JANITORIAL  SERVICES
INC

CITYHALL,FIRE  DEPT,  LEGION
CTR 600.00 
RYAN'S  JANITORIAL  SERVICES
INC
LIBRARY CONTRACT CLEANING

500.00 
IOWA DEPARTMENT OF 
REVENUE
STATE TAX 1,650.83 
TOTAL  ADMINISTRATIVE  SVC
CORP
TASC FSA 312.50 
TOTAL  ADMINISTRATIVE  SVC
CORP
TASC FSA 312.50 
TOTAL  ADMINISTRATIVE  SVC
CORP
TASC FSA 77.29 
THE MUSTARD SEED
BOOKS FOR LIBRARY 
COLLECTIONS 187.10 
TIMES CITIZEN 
WATER QUALITY REPORT 689.04
TMI
PORTA POTTIES-CAMPGROUND

344.00 
TQ TECHNOLOGIES SET UP TWO
NEW SYSTEMS, TRANSFER

2,321.50 
US CELLULAR 
CELL PHONE MAINT DEPT 177.79 
US POSTMASTER
POSTAGE/JULY 1ST BILLS 151.33 
WINDSTREAM
EMERGENCY  DIALERS/PHONE-
DEPTS 228.97 
WINDSTREAM
#91404275 POOL PHONE 107.49 
ZOSKE ELECTRIC
REPAIR-NO POWER TO OUTLETS

130.12 
TOTAL ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

100,270.33 
UTILITY  DEPOSIT  REFUND
CHECKS
REFUND CHECKS TOTAL
PAYROLL CHECKS 23,416.06 
PAID TOTAL 123,686.39 
001 GENERAL $34,168.99
002 LIBRARY $16,071.39 
110 ROAD USE TAX $7,474.78 
112 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

$2,547.64 
200 DEBT SERVICE $24,721.25 
305 STREET & BRIDGE PROJECT
600 WATER $17,163.79 
601 WATER DEPOSIT
610 SEWER $7,906.05 
612 SEWER SINKING FUND

$13,632.50 
TOTAL $123,686.39 
REVENUE FUND RECAP TOTALS
001 GENERAL $36,867.91 
001 GENERAL TRANSFERS IN
002 LIBRARY $71,630.33 
002 LIBRARY TRANSFERS IN
110 ROAD USE TAX $11,932.67 
110 ROAD USE TRANSFERS IN
112 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

$782.16 
119 EMERGENCY
121 LOST/CAP IMPROVEMENTS

$7,360.50 
122  LOST/COMMUNITY
PROJECTS $1,840.12 
125 TIF
200 DEBT SERVICE $604.46 
305 STREET & BRIDGE PROJECT
305  STREET  &  BRIDGE  PROJ
TRANS IN
307 ARP COVID19 GRANT
308  DAM  IMPROVEMENT
PROJECT
600 WATER $18,002.86 
600 WATER TRANSFER IN
601 WATER DEPOSIT $50.00 
602 WATER SINKING FUND
610 SEWER $16,350.68 
612  SEWER  SINKING  FUND
TRANS IN $3,039.66 
REVENUES $168,461.35 
INTERFUND TRANSFERS
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Alden City Council 
Regular Meeting
July 21st, 2025

Mayor  Mourlam called the  meeting
to  order  at  5:00PM. Robert  Hover-
sten was absent,  and all  the other
council members were present. Also
present was Frank Cearley, Gerald
Claude,  Robin  Heinzeroth,  Duane
Harding, William Peters, Dean Van-
dervort, Carol Kalous,  Jim & Carrie
Goodknight, Taylor Nederhoff, Mark
Buschkamp, Justin Ites, Andy Jass,
Steve Lyon and Lorrie Watts.
Consent  Agenda:  Janaan  Harding
motioned to approve, Jerry Hartema
seconded the motion and all present
voted aye.
Resolution 2025-09 Fiscal Yearend
Transfers:
From General Fund#001 $45000.00,
into  Library  Fund  #002  for  Library
Programs and support,
From General Fund #001 $25000.00
into  Library  Fund  #002  Tree  re-
moval/window  replacement  from
storm damage not covered by insur-
ance. 
From L.O.S.T.  #122  (Local  Option
Sales  Tax-Community  Programs)
$15000.00
Into General Fund #001 $15000.00
From General Fund #001 $15000.00
into  Library  Fund#002  Funding  Li-
brary Budget above and beyond the
County Contribution ($22794.00)
Jerry Hartema motioned to approve
Resolution  2025-09,  Janaan  Hard-
ing seconded the motion to approve
the Resolution, votes as follows:
Ayes:  Jerry  Hartema,  Mike  Oliver,
Janaan Harding, Mark Oliver
Resolution  2025-10  Transfer  from
Pool Savings into City Checking for
Pool Pump $7114.94
Invoice#031880 Electric Pump Com-
pany, Janaan Harding  motioned to
approve  the  Resolution  2025-10,
Jerry Hartema seconded the motion
and the vote was as follows:
Ayes:  Jerry  Hartema,  Mark  Oliver,
Janaan Harding, Mike Oliver.
Westend  Liquor  License  Renewal:
Mark  Oliver  motioned  to  approve,
Mike  Oliver  seconded,  everyone
voted aye.
Taylor Nederhoff, City Attorney, was
present to go over the new laws and
criteria  for  taking  title  to
abandoned/uninhabited  properties
which pertain to unpaid property tax-
es,  no utilities and code violations.
He explained the Citys right to take
titles and the shortened time frame.
He explained once a petition to take
tile  is  started,  the property  will  not
have the right to remedy the situa-
tion before a court hearing.  If a peti-
tion  is  filed  there  is  just  cause  to
take the property. The city can buy
the property taxes for Certificate of
Title and sell  the property. The City
has the first right to get the title. The
appeal process in now only 30 days
after  the  court  date  is  set.  Lien
searches  must  be  done  and  all
those  with  liens  must  be  notified.
The  property  owner  can  place  a
confession of judgment and not fight
the seizure and the requires a sixty-
day  period.  He  explained that  that
speeds up  the  process  greatly  on
nuisance/abandoned properties. 
Jim  and  Carrie  Goodknight  were
present  to  request  Railroad  Street
vacation. Mayor Mourlam stated that
the  land  according  to  the  Hardin
County Assessors Office belongs to
ILC Resources, Paul Hoversten and
Dave  Krogh.  The  Union  Pacific
abandoned  those  tracks,  and  the
land went to ILC. He also stated that
vacating  would  take  an  easement
between  property  owners.  Jim
Goodknight stated that he would like
to table this issue until further inves-
tigation could be done on his part.
Pool  Closing  Date  Revisited:
Janaan Harding stated that she had
some  people  after  August  17th,
closing date request that the pool be
open until  September 1st  and now
she  would  like  to  suggest  August
24th,  based  on  staff  availability.
Mayor  Mourlam stated that  August
24th was a compromise and based
on  staff  availability  seem  doable.
Lorrie Watts stated that she wanted
people to understand how the pool
fits into the Culture and Recreation
Department part of the budget. That
department  has  one pie and when
you  have  an  open-ended  closing
date  and  the  cost  of
$7000.00+/week to operate the pool
takes away from the other areas of
Culture  and  Recreation,  i.e.  the  li-
brary,  the  campground, the  Legion
Community  Center  and  the  other
parks.  The  campground  and  the
community  center  cover  their  own
expenses,  but  everything  else
comes from that pie. It needs to be
looked at from a cost benefit analy-
sis. The library could benefit greatly
with  their  programs given  an extra
$7000.00 and it is open 6 days per,
52 weeks per year. She asked Dean
Vandervort,  Library Board member,
if that money would help with all the
library  programs  that  encompass
toddlers to senior citizens? Dean re-
sponded with  a nod of  agreement.
She  said  when  pieces  of  pie  are
wasted,  everyone  must  deal  with
less in Culture and Recreation. Jerry
Hartema  stated  that  keeping  the
pool  open  until  the  24th  with  staff
available  was  a  good  solution.
Janaan  Harding  motioned  to  ap-
prove  Alden  Pool  closing  August
24th, 2025, Jerry Hartema seconded
the  motion  and  all  present  voted
aye.
Legion  Rental  Contract  Terms:
Janaan  Harding  stated  that  she
feels like the City should raise the
rental price on the Legion Communi-
ty  Center for weddings and reduce
the time the renters get the key. She
feels allowing them to have the key
after 1:00PM on Thursday is far too
much time and that Martin Marietta
was unable to use it in October on a
Thursday  due  to  a  wedding  being
booked  for  that  weekend.  Lorrie
Watts  stated that the wedding was
booked 1 ½ years ago and the fami-
ly  does  not  live  in  the  area.  She
went on to say the City has 25 exe-
cuted  contracts  between  now  and
the  end  of  May with  current  rates
and time. She stated that giving the
key out on Thursday has kept things
from becoming hectic and stressful
on  Friday  because  the  office  is
closed  Friday  afternoon.  Harding
stated that  people just  need to re-
member to pick the key up on Friday
morning.  Mark  Oliver  stated  that  it
mustve been a long time since you-
ve set  up a wedding. Watts  stated
that  she is the one that  deals with
the  stress  from the  renters.  Watts
also said that she has days off and
how is that going to work? Harding
stated maybe the library could hand
the key out if she was not in the of-
fice.  Robin  Heinzeroth  questioned
that  isnt this something that should
be discussed at budget time rather
than arguing about it  now. Harding
replied  she  was just  asking.  Jerry
Hartema suggested putting the next
council  agenda  for the August  dis-
cussion.  Mayor Mourlam suggested
that changes come in the next Fis-
cal Year. Watts was directed to put
on the agenda for the August 18th,
meeting. 
Legion  Beer  Cooler/Kegerator:
Steve  Lyon  stated  that  the  Legion
Beer Kegerator has a burnt-up com-
pressor  and  stated  that  the  City
needs  to  decide  what  they  want
done  with  that  space.  Mark  Oliver
stated  that  not  many  people  buy
kegs for receptions etc. these days.
Steve Lyon suggested a small beer
cooler  for  that  space.  Mayor
Mourlam suggested getting a couple
options,  measuring  the  space  and
start locally with Jones Appliance.
Public  Input:  Gerald  Claude  asked
how  soon  the  trees  up  near  his
house were going to be on the re-
moval list. Steve Lyon stated that he
is on the list with the two in front and
the City has around 18 to take down
with his area, which has quite a few.
Andy  Jass  stated  that  Iowa  River
Rough Cut is running a bit  behind
due to the recent rain issues. Robin
Heinzeroth gave the council  the list
of houses that have overgrowth and
maintenance  issues:  Chad  Last
1206 Hardin St., Casey Robison 313
Mill St., Dale Hilpipre 1403 Pearl St,
Ryan Barricks rental on 408 East St.
Mayor Mourlam also stated that Matt
Hoversten  1003 Pearl  St.  and that
Chester  Neubauer  needs  to  do
some garage repair work and weeds
cut down. City Clerk was directed to
send letters  to all  the above listed
people.  Carol  Kalous  asked  what
will be happening to Manuel Lermas
310  Washington  St.  He  said  the
neighborhood has looked at this for
5  years  and  nothing  gets  done.
Mayor  Mourlam  stated  that  there
was a meeting with Bob Hoversten,
Deputy  Holmes and  himself  earlier
and Manuel stated he would make
some improvements.  Lerma  stated
he would make some progress but
has  yet  to  do  anything.  The  City
would  have  Nederhoff  investigate
the next steps to take. Harding stat-
ed that Sunday, Ocotober 5th, 2025,
Horizons  has  the  Fall  Festival
Scheduled,  with  free  lunch  from
12:00-2:00PM  Costume  Contest,
Fire Truck/Hayrides. She asked the
maintenance department to replace
the basketball  net in the park. She
stated that the next round of Military
Honor  flags  has  arrived  and  she
would need to Iowa Central Electric
to put up more brackets. Discussion
was  held  about  flag  size  changes
and  rubber  banding  to  keep  them
from spinning.  Mayor  Mourlam  re-
quested a motion to adjourn:  Mark
Oliver  motioned,  Mike  Oliver  sec-
onded the motion and all voted aye.
Meeting adjourned at 5:55PM.
Signed:
Mayor Harley Mourlam
ATTEST:
Lorrie Watts, City Clerk
CLAIMS REPORT
Jun-25
ACCESS SYSTEMS
LIBRARY PHONE SYSTEM 209.33 
ACCESS SYSTEMS
COPIER/PRINTER-LIBRARY

105.46 
GORDON FLESCH COMPANY
COPIER /PRINTER MAINTENANCE

48.00 
AGSOURCE COOPERATIVE SVCS
WASTEWATER TESTING 71.50 
AGVANTAGES FS INC.
MAINTENANCE DEPT FUEL
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ALDEN DAY FUND
ALDEN DAYS 2025 2,500.00 
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GAS/ELECTRIC  ALL  DEPART-
MENTS 7,002.55 
ALLIANT ENERGY
#0725401000 LIBRARY 542.55 
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BOOKS FOR LIBRARY 
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BLUE CROSS/BLUESHIELD
MEDICAL INS 1,634.60 
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2025 SPRING MAINTENANCE OF
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WOUND 1,125.48 
PETTY CASH
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TOTAL  ADMINISTRATIVE  SVC
CORP
TASC FSA 77.29 
THE MUSTARD SEED
BOOKS FOR LIBRARY 
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Today’s Times Citizen may look a little bit 
different. That’s because it is part of our new 
redesign, which will freshen our look, but 

not change our content. The “Promo Box” area at 
the top of this page will let our readers know what 
to expect inside each edition. Our look may have 
changed, but not our focus on offering the best 
news and sports coverage in Hardin County.  n

This year’s goal is $50,000
BY JUSTIN ITES  |  i tes@iafal ls .com

A few years ago, the local Community Chest 
drive fundraising period took on a different 
look, as the community fund drive groups in 

Alden and Iowa Falls combined into one entity.
Held once per year, the Community Chest Drive 

is held to provide monetary support to local busi-
nesses and groups in both communities. The drive 
does not feature any door-to-door solicitation, and 
is done through mail and media advertising.

Nicole Nachazel - the new Iowa Falls/Alden 
Area Community Chest President - said the group 
has designated October as the primary month for 
fundraising.

“Our primary goal is to raise money and re-
distribute the funds back into organizations with-
in our communities. The goal will once again be 
$50,000,” Nachazel said.

Letters will or have been distributed to Alden, 

Event will be Saturday
BY BECKY SCHIPPER  |  news@iafal ls .com

An Appreciation Picnic is planned 
from noon to 4 p.m. at the 
Settlement on the Prairie this 
Saturday, Sept. 17, at the loca-

tion on the north end of Grundy Street in 
Ackley. The public is invited to take part 
in the many activities and free meal.

Bill Quibell, along with DJ Eric De 
Wolf, will entertain with bingo, Mon-
ey in the Straw, croquet, and gunny 
sack races. Those attending can tour 
the Settlement, including the I-house, 
Clutterville School, barn, carriage 
house and enjoy time spent with their 
families and the volunteers of the or-
ganization.

The formation of the organization is 
said to have begun at the produce count-
er of the local grocery store. A conversa-
tion between Bev Ryken and Helen Rath 
grew into the organization, which col-
lects and preserves artifacts and memo-
rabilia of the community of Ackley. Their 
vision included compiling and interpret-
ing the history so that the heritage of 
the community could be better under-
stood by residents and visitors.

FILE PHOTO

The Ackley Heritage Center’s annual open house will be held this weekend on the 
property located just off Grundy Street in Ackley. Those visiting can enjoy a meal, 
games, entertainment and tour the Clutterville Schoolhouse, barn, carriage house, 
and I-house, all located on the site.

Fall Open House
WHAT: Open House/

Appreciation Picnic
Where: Settlement on the 

Prairie  (at the end of  
N. Grundy Street, Ackley)

When: Saturday, Sept. 17, 
11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Everyone is invited
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Eldora Fire Chief Aaron Clemons, 
left, and Iowa Falls Fire Chief Scott 
Eisentrager, ran a timed foot race 
against each other, all in fun.

Firefighting teams from across the state tested their expertise during 
Fire Drills held Saturday on Stevens Street and around Estes Park.

A band that featured bagpipes were at the front of the 
convention parade on Saturday evening.

A few of the parade attendees brought signs to 
Saturday’s parade, which made its way through 
the downtown area.

Adults and kids 
attended Saturday 
evening’s parade 
that featured 
plenty of fire trucks 
and candy. The 
event was part of 
the 144th Annual 
Iowa Firefighter’s 
Convention, hosted 
by Iowa Falls.

While there were sever-
al individuals who aided in the 
founding of the organization, 
Bev and Hollis Ryken, along with 
Helen Rath and Lora Siebold are 
credited with the formation of 
the Heritage Center in 1987. Their 
families were among the first to 
settle in the area. 

Within a short time, the group 
and others who believed in the 
importance of such an organiza-
tion had convinced city leaders 
to allow them to turn the upper 
floor of city hall into a museum 
and began the application for tax 
exemption status.


