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By KYLIE PORTZ
 Under the leadership of Austina Scott, the Livermore Public 
Library has come to life in the past few years. From painted 
rock scavenger hunts to Thursday afternoon yoga, the library 
has become a center of activity for the small Iowa town. 
 Library Director Austina Scott was born and raised in Liv-
ermore, growing up on a farm not too far from the house she 
lives in now with her two children, Kiana and Domanic. Scott 
graduated from Humboldt High School and attended college 
but was unsure about what she wanted to study. 
 Scott said, “I went to college not knowing what I wanted to 
do. I just knew I would (have to) figure it out.”
 After leaving college, Scott began working at Head Start, 
where she worked for eight years. She ultimately went back to 
school, attending Buena Vista University, where she was only 
a few credits away from graduation when she had to drop out 
due to unforeseen circumstances. 
 Scott said, “My husband, at the time, was disabled and in a 
wheelchair, and so I was taking care of him and the kids and 
going to school full time. I had back problems at the time.  I 
was six months away from my bachelor’s degree, but there was 
just too much compounding against me.” 
 “So, I technically never finished, but I was six months away 
from a teaching degree. I was studying elementary education. 
I was going to be a preschool teacher, and I loved what I did. I 
mean, kids are fun.” 
 Scott’s husband, Matthew Reetz, passed on December 26, 
2021. Reetz was diagnosed with chronic inflammatory demye-
linating polyneuropathy (CIDP).  After her husband’s passing, 
Scott needed a change. 
 It was through chance that Scott found herself taking on the 
role as Library Director at the Livermore Public Library. 
 Scott said, “My late husband passed away, so I didn’t go 

For the Love of the Library
Livermore Public Library Director Austina Scott stands in front of one of the bookshelves at the Livermore Public Li-
brary. Independent photo by Kylie Portz. 

Livermore native Austina Scott is back in her hometown 
serving as director of the Livermore Public Library. Inde-
pendent photo by Kylie Portz. 

back to the job I had. I just needed something different. When 
you’re used to taking care of people, you’re so used to filling 
your time.”
  “So, I worked in the Duncombe Public Library when I lived 
in Duncombe for like 14 years, but I never really saw this as 
a path. But after I moved back here and my husband passed 
away, I saw there wasn’t much for the kids to do (in Liver-
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Rowley, Stone meet with constituents at RWC
Legislators host annual town hall meeting

BY MICHAEL TIDEMANN
Dist. 5 Iowa Sen. Dave 

Rowley and Dist. 9 Rep. Henry 
Stone met with constituents 
Saturday afternoon, March 4 
in a legislative town hall at the 
Regional Wellness Center in 
Estherville during the Farm, 
Home, and Living Show to 
discuss CO2 pipelines, educa-
tional choice and other issues.

Stone, now in his second 
term and majority whip, 
serves on the Ethics Board, 
Judicial Committee, Education 
Committee and Economic 
Development Subcommittee.

He discussed parental choice 
legislation and debate sched-
uled this week on legislation 
that would prohibit alternative 
gender identity or sex educa-
tion in grades kindergarten 
through six. He said he want-
ed the legislation to go further, 
prohibiting it in kindergarten 
through grade 12. Rowley said 

he also supports legislation 
limiting CO2 pipelines.

Rowley serves on the 
Commerce, Judicial and Ways 
and Means committees. He is 
now also in his second term.

Rowley discussed tort reform 
that would limit medical mal-
practice liability which he said 
could help attract more doctors 
and nurses to the state. He also 
discussed realignment from 37 
to 16 state agencies which he 
said could save the state $200 
million over four years. He 
also discussed cross-county 
vehicle titling and parental bill 
of rights legislation.

Dave Seylar, City of 
Estherville councilmember, 
brought up the issues of school 
choice and the state taking over 
control of Local Option Sales 
and Services Tax. Seylar said 
40 percent of L.O.S.S.T. funds 
in Estherville go for property 
tax relief.

Seylar also discussed the 
once-approved 3/8 cent tax 
for water quality improvement 
that never moved forward, a 
property tax cap and what he 

viewed as inequality in tax 
rates between residential prop-
erty and confined animal feed-
ing operations.

Rowley said he is on the 

study committee for Senate 
File 1124 relating to local gov-
ernment property taxes and 
Senate File 1125 that would 
make L.O.S.S.T. a statewide 
tax. “This isn’t a finished prod-
uct,” said Rowley.

Rowley said SF 1124 would 
set maximum levies in certain 
categories and put a 2.5 per-
cent cap on assessed values.

Stone said the House was 
working on its version of the 
same proposals. He said the 
House Speaker and Senate 
Majority Leader would recon-
cile the two bills.

Stone also discussed 
Universal School Choice leg-
islation he had authored last 
session. Seylar said 73 percent 
of Iowans opposed the legisla-
tion. However, Stone said Gov. 
Kim Reynolds had run for of-
fice with the issue and won by 
a landslide. Stone said con-
stituent emails favored school 
choice 1,400 to 800.

New budget tightens 
Estherville residents may not see the cuts to the 2023-2024 city budget as 

many cuts are happening by attrition and eliminating vacant positions. At the 
state level, removal of LOSST funding and backfill may result in even more cuts 

BY AMY H. PETERSON 
STAFF WRITER 

At Monday evening’s city 
council meeting, city finance 
director Beth Burton and city 
administrator Penny Clayton 
presented the proposed 2023-
2024 budget. The council set 
a public hearing on the budget 
for its April 3, 2023 meeting. 
The new fiscal year begins July 
1, 2023. 

One item of concern is the 
state legislature’s introduction 
of a bill that would replace the 
local option sales & service tax 
(LOSST) funds with a state-
wide tax. 

This topic was also one of 
several discussed at Saturday’s 
legislative town hall—a dis-
cussion that became spirited at 
times. 

Local option sales and ser-
vice tax comes with the tax 
individuals and businesses pay 
on goods and services. Iowa’s 
sales tax rate is 6%. Iowans in 
jurisdictions that opted in to 
the LOSST program pay 7%, 
with the extra 1% going into 
the LOSST funds. Jurisdictions 
don’t receive all of the 1% of 
LOSST collected. These funds 
are placed in a special fund 
based on a specific formula 
that includes population and 
property tax levies. 

In a bill that passed through 
the first legislative funnel, the 

Motor Inn to end Buick 
sales over EV mandate 

Local GMC dealer would spend $300,000 or more out of pocket to 
upgrade dealership for electric vehicle sales and service, more for extra 

service techs, and EV batteries have lower performance in the cold 
BY AMY H. PETERSON 

STAFF WRITER 
The push for all-electric vehi-

cles has thrown many of Iowa 
and Emmet County’s sectors 
into question: will the rural 
area have enough charging sta-
tions for the number of electric 
vehicles on the road? What ef-
fect will the increase in electric 
vehicles have on the ethanol 
industry, on corn growers, on 
gas stations, and more? Do 
Estherville and Emmet County 
have the electrical infrastruc-
ture to handle the capacity of 
EV battery charging? 

Motor Inn in Estherville has 
chosen not to sell Buicks be-
cause of a mandate from GMC. 
Similarly to its action with 
Cadillac dealers in 2020, GMC 
issued this A/B choice to Buick 
dealers: pay $300-$400,000 to 
add infrastructure to its dealer-
ships to accommodate the sale 
and service of electric cars, or 
accept a payout to remove the 
license to sell Buicks. 

Mark Heywood of Motor 
Inn said the cost to revamp 
the dealership is not the only 
obstacle. Working on electric 

cars for GMC will require two 
certified EV technicians at any 
given time. 

GMC has gone all in with its 

Cadillac Lyriq, which rolled 
out in 2021. However, only 
122 Lyriqs were sold across 
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Community Can help small 
town girl with big dreams 

Kaitlyn Hammond 
of Ringsted headed 
for the Congress 
of Future Medical 
Leaders in Boston 

BY AMY H. PETERSON 
STAFF WRITER 

Kaitlyn Hammond 
of Ringsted has 
been known 
for her science 

skills for a long time. The 
Estherville News featured 
Hammond as an eighth grader 
with another student nominat-
ed for a STEM conference by 
the then-middle-school science 
teacher Ms. Christen Foster-
Thomas. Today Hammond 
is set to graduate from 
Estherville Lincoln Central 
High School with the class 
of 2023 – a year early. She 
has a year of credit toward a 
registered nursing (RN) degree 
from Iowa Lakes Community 
College, and works as a CNA 
at Good Samaritan Center in 
Estherville. 

Hammond is the third 
Emmet County student to 
receive an invitation from 
the Congress of Medical 
Leaders. Nevaeah Koppman 
attended the virtual Congress 
last summer, and ELC senior 
Grace Lutat has also received 
an invitation. Hammond 
said she faces a challenge 
of raising her own funds to 
attend the Congress. While 
she’s waiting on word of a 
scholarship application from 
the Future Doctors of America 
organization, she is required 
to put down $1,645 tuition by 
mid-April, and needs money 
for a flight and additional 
expenses of $660 for lodging. 
Hammond will still be a minor 

in June and the additional cost 
is to lodge with other students 
through the program, have 
adults meet her at the airport 
and transport her to the site at 
University of Massachusetts – 
Lowell. 

The Congress of Future 
Medical Leaders is a gather-
ing of top students who have 
committed to a career as a 
physician or medical scientist. 
The activities of the Congress 

last from 6-11 p.m. June 21 
and 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. June 
22 and 23. The Congress has 
not released its 2023 schedule, 
but past speakers and present-
ers have been Nobel Prize 
Winners, researchers at top 
universities, young prodigies 
who are lighting a path to the 
future of medical science, 
and patients whose lives have 
been changed by cutting-edge 
medical technology. Delegates 

also have the opportunity to 
observe a surgical procedure, 
see other action in the lab, 
and hear from mentors about 
various areas of medical 
technology and research, and 
their successes, failures, and 
practical advice. 

Hammond has already 
been accepted for work 
toward her bachelor’s degree 
at University of Iowa and 

The EV charging station at Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative 
is available to electric vehicle drivers free of charge. 
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Dist. 5 Sen Dave Rowley and Dist. 9 Rep. Henry Stone met 
with constituents at the Legislative Town Hall at the RWC in 
Estherville Saturday, March 4.

Photo by Michael Tidemann

Kaitlyn Hammond
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Supervisors 
approve 
pipeline 

ordinance
BY MICHAEL TIDEMANN

The Emmet County Board of 
Supervisors at their Tuesday, 
March 7 meeting held a pub-
lic hearing and approved 
first reading of an ordinance 
amending portions of the 
county zoning ordinance to 
address land for transporting 
hazardous liquid through a 
pipeline.

Representatives from both 
Summit and Navigator CO2 
pipelines were present, along 
with a group of pipeline oppo-
nents spilling from the board 
room.

As the meeting opened, 
Supervisor Jeff Quastad, chair-
ing the meeting for Chair Todd 
Glasnapp who met telephon-
ically along with Supervisor 
Lisa Hansen, asked for a show 
of hands of those favoring the 
ordinance and those opposed – 
16 favored it while three, rep-
resenting Green Plains Ethanol 
and Summit and Navigator 
pipelines – were opposed.

Landowner concerns focused 
on danger of the pipeline, the 
use of eminent domain, ques-
tions about the need for carbon 
sequestration and who would 
profit from the pipeline.

“We’re not thinking about 
safety,” said landowner Mike 
Mart who argued that ethanol 
plants themselves could store 
or use carbon for their own 
use.

“This pipeline is nothing but 
hazardous,” said Doug Nelson, 
also favoring the ordinance.

Dan Torreson, grain mer-
chandiser for Green Plains, 
said many ethanol plants can’t 
compete without a lower car-
bon-intensity score. Torreson 
said the pipeline is critical to 
economic development for 
both Emmet County and Iowa.

Supervisor John Pluth dis-

Sign of Spring? 
City workers remove winter banners from city light posts on 
a sunny Friday afternoon. Temperatures reached the high 
30s over the weekend. A gradual cool-off is predicted for 
this weekend. 

Photo by Amy H. Peterson  
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   ESC DRILL TEAM DANCERS PERFORM—Six East Sac County Dance Corps members were 
chosen to be a part of the 20223 All Iowa Honor Dance Team, which performed on Saturday, March 
4, during the Iowa Girls High School Athletic Union State Basketball Tournament. Tryouts for the 42nd 
Annual All Iowa Honor Dance Team were held last August with 550 dancers from across the state at-
tending either a Saturday or Sunday tryout time. There were six dancers per school allowed to tryout 
and only 302 dancers, representing 98 schools were chosen to perform either the pre-game or  half-
time performances. Dancers arrived in Des Moines on Thursday afternoon, March 2, and practiced 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday to prepare for their performance. Pictured are East Sac County Dance 
Corp members who were performed (front, from left)  seniors-Olivia Villegas, Taylor Aldag & Caroline 
Reaman; and (back, from left) seniors-Julia King, Tristin Ludwig & junior Sidney Bieret. 

   The Stone Pier Summer Concert Series 
is preparing to host its 13th season of free 
live music alongside beautiful Black Hawk 
Lake. The Series will continue to offer an 
unrivaled ambiance, pairing a historic stage 
in a breathtaking setting with respected 
acts from around the country. In 2023, at-
tendees can expect to see musicians from 
California to Texas and Nashville to New 
Orleans, showcasing the most diverse dis-
play of musical genres that the Stone Pier 
stage has seen to date.

   PetRock will open the season on June 3 
with a live tribute show that you have to 
hear to believe. Based out of Omaha, Pet-
Rock is the nation’s ultimate musical trib-
ute to the smooth rock of the 70’s. Their 
period threads will make concertgoers be-
lieve that a band can travel through time 
and the feel-good vibes from their live per-
formance will take fans back to the greatest 
decade of live rock music in history. Regu-
larly selling out shows across the region,
   PetRock is the premier band of its kind. 
This must-see show will start at 6pm fol-
lowing the community’s signature Sip & 
Sample event.

Stone Pier Summer Concert Series 
announces stellar lineup for 2023

PetRock

   The Independence Day weekend show on 
July 1 will be a soulful celebration of live 
music at Black Hawk Lake. Based out of 
Venice, California, Dustbowl Revival is a 
large string and brass ensemble whose col-
orful combination of swing, bluegrass, jazz 
and Americana have earned them a devoted 
fanbase coast-to-coast. The band is known 
for free-flowing and joyous live shows, 
combining a funky rhythm and brass sec-
tion with a fast-picking string band sec-
tion, which has earned them opening slots 
for bands as diverse as Lake Street Dive, 
Trombone Shorty and Preservation Hall 
Jazz Band.
   J & the Causeways, a modern soul band 
from New Orleans, will kick things off 
at 5pm. With superb songwriting, a pow-
erhouse rhythm section, impressive lead 
vocals and intricate horn and guitar melo-

Dustbowl Revival

J & the Causeways
dies, this group has been sculpting a robust 
festival-style sound, winning over crowds 
across the country. The band has found it-
self being mentioned in the same breath as
bands like St. Paul & the Broken Bones, 
Nathaniel Rateliff & The Night Sweats, 
and the Marcus King Band – each sum-
moning the pulsating endless energy of 
soul/R&B music.

   On August 5th, the Concert Series will 
host its first-ever Blues Night at the Stone 
Pier stage featuring headliner McKinley 
James. At 21, this Nashville-based blues 
rock guitarist and singer/songwriter has 
already been breathing fire for years. His 
unparalleled musical journey has taken 
him from the cover art and title track video 
of Eric Church’s critically acclaimed ‘Mr. 
Misunderstood’ to stages across America 
and Europe. His latest EP, ‘Still Standing 
By,’ was coproduced by Dan Auerbach 
of The Black Keys and he has recently 
toured with the likes of The Mavericks, JD 
McPherson and the Old 97s.

McKinley James

Ronley King Blues Band

   James will be joined by two special guests 
and past Iowa Blues Challenge Champions. 
The Ronley King Blues Band brings a vari-
ety of musical influences to the table while 
honoring the spirit and traditions of the 
blues. Fronted by guitar player/singer Ron-

Continued on p. 12

ley King, who has played the Stone Pier stage 
previously with Cory Waller & the Wicked 
Things, the band won the Iowa Blues Chal-
lenge in 2022. Buckmiller/Schwager took 
home top honors as a duo in the 2021 Iowa 
Blues Challenge and advanced to the semi-
finals of the International Blues Challenge in 
Memphis. Their latest album was nominated 
for a Blues Blast Award in the category of 
“New Emerging Artist Debut” last year. They 
will kick off this special night of music begin-
ning at 5pm.

Stone Pier Summer Concert Series 
announces stellar lineup for 2023
Continued from p. 1

Tanner Usrey

   Emerging singer/songwriter Tanner Usrey 
will headline the season finale on Sunday, 
September 3. Hailing from Prosper, TX, Us-
rey is a soulful, Americana-rock artist with 
unforgettable melodies and a hard-hitting 
sound that has earned him over 1 million 
monthly listeners on Spotify. His ability to 
weave together heartfelt lyrics that tell sto-
ries allows Usrey to easily connect with 
audiences and make people think about his 
songs long after they stop playing. His mo-
mentum also landed his single “The Light” 
on the Season 4 finale of the hit TV show, 
“Yellowstone.”
   Acclaimed solo artist and Grammy-win-
ning songwriter Kendell Marvel will open 
the September show, starting at 5:30pm. A 
native of southern Illinois, Marvel has spent 
more than two decades expanding the bound-
aries of modern-day country music. His re-
cent albums are filled with songs that split 
the difference between honky-tony country 
and roadhouse rock & roll, but his catalog 

reaches far beyond his solo work with art-
ists like George Strait, Gary Allan and Chris 
Stapleton all landing Top 40 hits with his 
compositions.
   The complete schedule for the 2023 Stone 
Pier Summer Concert Series follows:
  • Saturday, June 3, 6:00 p.m. – PetRock
  • Sunday, July 1, 5:00 p.m. – Dustbowl Re-
vival and J & The Causeways
  • Saturday, August 5, 5:00 p.m. – McKinley 
James with special guests Ronley King Blues 
Band & Buckmiller/Schwager
  • Sunday, September 3, 5:30 p.m. – Tanner 
Usrey with Kendell Marvel
   There is no admission charge or ticket re-
quired to attend the live shows, thanks to the 
support of many generous sponsors. While 
concertgoers are allowed to bring food and 
beverages to the picnic-style performances, 
food is also available for purchase at each 
show. The popular “Burger Boat” will also 
continue being operated by the Lake View 
Fire Department to deliver food to fans at-
tending by boat on Black Hawk Lake.
   For more information, visit stonepiercon-
certseries.com.

Kendell Marvel
Buckmiller/Schwager

   East Sac County had one player selected for 
the Twin Lakes Conference All-Conference 
Girls Basketball honors following the 2022-
23 season.

   Mary Bontrager, a senior guard, was a 3rd 
team selection. Bontrager led the Raiders in 
scoring this year with 267 points, averaging 
11.6 points per game. She also led the team 
in steals with 27, and assists with 62. She 
was third on the team in rebounds with 84. 
An aggressive offensive player, Bontrager 
got to the free throw line a lot, leading the 
team with 127 attempts, making 83, for 65.4 
percent success. She tied for the team lead in 
made field goals with Makenna Steiger, with 
85. 
   Newell-Fonda was the Twin Lakes Confer-
ence champion this year, going undefeated 
in the conference season, and finishing 24-3 
overall. They were the runner-up in Class 1A 
this year. Pocahontas Area, tied for 2nd in the 
conference, made the semi-finals in Class 2A 

this year, finishing 21-5 overall. 
  Newell-Fonda’s Dick Jungers was the con-
ference’s Coach of the Year. 
   The Raiders finished tied for 10th in the 
Twin Lakes, with a conference record of 2-9. 

Twin Lakes All-Conference Girls
1st Team
   (Name, grade, school) Kierra Jungers, 11, 
Newell-Fonda; Mary Walker, 12, Newell-Fonda; 
Akaysa Duitscher, 12, Pocahontas Area; Carly 
Janssen, 12, Pocahontas Area; Morgan Chris-
tian, 11, Sioux Central; Riley Batta, 12, South 
Central Calhoun; Kylee Schleisman, 12, South 
Central Calhoun; Olivia Sturgis, 12, Manson NW 
Webster.
2nd Team
   McKenna Sievers, Newell-Fonda; Abby Ober-
helman, 12, Pocahontas Area; Kendra Casey, 
12, Sioux Central; Bradi Krager, 11, Sioux Cen-
tral; Chloe Peterson, 12, Manson NW Webster; 
Rachel Schany, 9, Emmetsburg; Kierstin Mon-
tag, 11, West Bend-Mallard; Sydney Hurd, 12, 
St. Mary’s.
3rd Team
   Laney Hogrefe, 12, Newell-Fonda; Paige 
Melohn, 12, Pocahontas Area; Avery Wilson, 9, 
Sioux Central; Nora Peterson, 10, Alta-Aurelia; 
Adri Krieger, 12, GTRA; Hailey Stalzer, 10, West 
Bend-Mallard; Mary Bontrager, 12, East Sac 
County; Breck Mills, 11, Southeast Valley. 
   Coach of the Year: Dick Jungers, Newell-
Fonda.

Twin Lakes Conference 
Girls Basketball

       Conf.     Overall
Newell-Fonda       11-0       24-3
Pocahontas Area         9-2       21-5
Sioux Central          9-2       17-7
South Central Calhoun 8-3       16-6
Manson NW Webster   7-4       12-10
Emmetsburg          6-5       11-12
Alta-Aurelia          5-6       10-12
G-T/R-A                         3-8        7-14
West Bend-Mallard       3-8        7-14
East Sac County          2-9         5-18
SL St. Mary’s          2-9         4-16
Southeast Valley          1-10        7-14

Mary Bontrager

ESC’s Mary Bontrager selected for 
Twin Lakes All-Conference honors

Friday, March 17th

   The Lake View Fire Department finds it-
self without an equipment bus, after the en-
gine gave out on the current one.
   Fire department members John Meredith 
and council member Dale Boeckman were 
on hand to relate what they knew. Meredith 
said there were blown pistons and scorched 
cylinders. “So we need an engine,” said 
Meredith. “Dale’s done some looking. It’s 
a fairly vital piece of our department there. 
We currently have the necessities (moved) 
into the truck.”
    Boeckman said it would cost between 

   The Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
is holding to their guns on not putting con-
crete back on the Sauk Rail Trail on the dike 
south of Lake View, according to information 
from Lake View City Aministrator Scott Pe-
terson.
   During Peterson’s report to the Lake View 
City Council at their March 6 meeting, Pe-
terson said the DNR still plans to put gravel 
on the trail there, instead of allowing other 
groups to pay for it to be concrete. In May 
of 2022, Peterson said the Sac County Con-
servation Board offered to pay for the con-
crete. “It still does not sway the DNR,” said 
Peterson.
   Peterson said conversations with DNR of-
ficials, including Pete Hildreth, indicate the 
DNR wants to be consistent with their work 
on these dikes across Iowa, and this is one of 
the very few that has concrete on it already. 
Peterson said their reasoning is that it is for 
maintenance purposes. It has been noted at 

previous meetings that the DNR hasn’t been 
billed for any maintenance to the trail in that 
particular stretch, with local bike groups and 
Sac County Conservation paying for needed 
repairs in those cases. 
   Peterson said a group of people plan on 
attending a legislative forum on March 18 to 
bring the issue to Sac County’s statehouse 
represenatives, Senator Tim Kraayenbrink 
and Representative Mike Sexton.

Group of people to meet with Senator Kraayenbrink 
and Representative Sexton about Sauk Rail Trail 

$8,000 to $10,000 to put a used motor in it. 
It would take 30 to 40 hours to replace it, he 
said, according to Denny Blessington. 
   City Administrator Scott Peterson said this 
was information for the city council, so they 
were aware that the fire department would 
be spending money to get this repaired.
    The department does have a new bus on 
the way, but it isn’t expected to be delivered 
until 2024 some time. Getting the current 
bus operational is important for the depart-
ment due to the equipment that is stored on 
the bus. 

Lake View Fire Department needs to 
replace engine in their equipment bus

   After receiving bills totalling $90,895.27 
for quarterly assessments and tipping fees 
from the Sac County Solid Waste Agency, 
the Lake View City Council approved their 
payment, while expressing concerns about 
the operation of the agency.
   The agency had not billed most of the 
communities that make up the agency for 
the past seven quarters for their quarterly 
assessments which made up $86,934.75, 
nor had they been received the bills for tip-
ping fees which made up $3,960.52.
   Mayor John Westergaard told the city 
council, “The Solid Waste Agency has been 
run poorly, so now we have to pay.” 

    Councilmember Mike Frank, who serves 
as Lake View’s representative on the Solid 
Waste Agency’s board, said the secretary 
has not performed the duties as required. 
He said an audit has been asked for by the 
Department of Natural Resources for the 
last four to five years that hasn’t been ful-
filled. “We do owe that money,” said Frank. 
He said the agency is working on changing 
the secretary. 
   City Administrator Scott Peterson said 
Lake View does have the money to pay the 
entire amount, as the per capita funds have 
been collected and set aside for when the 
bill would be received.

   Lake View will once again be welcom-
ing thousands of visitors this summer, as 
RAGBRAI plans to come through the 
community on the second day of its annual 
ride across Iowa.
   RAGBRAI this year runs from July 23 
to 29. 
   Starting their second day on Monday, 
July 24, from the overnight stop in Storm 
Lake, riders will head south on Highway 
71 until they get to Early. They’ll then take 
D27 (turning at the Ries  Brothers Service) 
west until connecting with M50. At 255th 

Street (D36 or old Highway 20), they’ll go 
a few miles east to Perkins Avenue, and go 
south into Lake View.
   They’ll continue down Perkins until the 
Breda corner in Carroll County (E16). 
From there, they will travel through Breda, 
then Mount Carmel, on their way to their 
overnight stay in Carroll. 
   The theme for the day is “I RIDE 4” Day. 
That day’s route covers 62 miles, with an 
elevation of 1,818 feet. 
   Lake View is the meeting town for the 
day.

RAGBRAI to come through Lake View on July 24 

City Council approved Lake View’s payment 
to the Sac County Solid Waste Agency
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CLASSIFIEDS

AUCTION TERMS AND CONDITIONS ARE LISTED ON OUR WEBSITE.

Auction conducted and clerked by Mason Auctions LLC.
Auctioneer: Justin Mason 712-660-6050; masonauctions@gmail.com

Lots begin closing Sunday March 12th, 2023 at 3 p.m.
This online only timed auction features two complete local collection dispersals. 

Several hundred new in box toys, loose toys, Tonka trucks, and truck banks. 
Just a great line-up to choose from.

Go to dreambigbidon.com for the full color catalog and to register to bid. 
As always, shipping is available worldwide.

MARCH MADNESS ONLINE SPECIAL
ONLINE ONLY TIMED AUCTION

TWILIGHT ACRES
“A Home with a Heart”

Phone 712-664-2488
Fax 712-664-2698

twilightnursinghome.com

600 West 6th Street Wall Lake, Iowa 51466

 * LPN’s/RN’s All Shifts
Part Time /Full Time

Contact Ali

“A Home with a Heart”

Phone 712-664-2488
Fax 712-664-2698

twilightnursinghome.com

TWILIGHT ACRES

600 West 6th Street Wall Lake, Iowa 51466

* LPN’s/RN’s All Shifts
Part Time /Full Time

Contact Ali

.

Papers have been filed at the Sac 
County Court House in the following 
matters, but no guilt, innocence or li-
ability has yet been established.

DISTRICT
State of Iowa, ex rel, petitioner vs. 
Jenna Nicole Evers, respondent. No-
tice of support debt - Chapter 252C.
Hauge Associates, Inc., plaintiff vs. 
Aaron N. Ausborn, Sr., defendant. 
Petition at law.
Donald Tasy, plaintiff vs. Pyle Trans-
portation, defendant. Affidavit of fil-
ing foreign judgment.  
Chynna Wetzel, plaintiff vs. Dayton 
Earl Michael Elliott, defendant. 

SMALL CLAIMS
Westside State Bank, Carroll, plain-
tiff vs. James Michael Bendixen, 
Odebolt, defendant. Original notice 
and petition for a money judgment. 
Accounts Management Inc., Sioux 
Falls, SD, plaintiff vs. Kris Marie 
Greder, Lake View, defendant. Origi-
nal notice and petition for a money 
judgment. 

CRIMINAL 
State of Iowa vs. Ricky Allen Heuton, 
Lake View; domestic abuse assault 
1st offense, simple misdemeanor.
State of Iowa vs. Nathan James Wal-
lace, Sac City; operating while under 
the influence, 1st offense, serious 
misdemeanor.
State of Iowa vs. Noah Miguel Rog-
ers, North Sioux City, SD; possession 
of controlled sustance - marijuana, 
1st offense, serious misdemeanor.
State of Iowa vs. Ricky Allen Heuton, 
Lake View; criminal mischief 4th de-
gree, serious misdemeanor.
State of Iowa vs. Eric R. Mueggen-
berg, Sac City; harassment - 1st de-
gree, aggravated misdemeanor.
State of Iowa vs. Ricky Allen Heuton, 
Lake View; assault, simple misde-
meanor; public intoxication, simple 
misdemeanor; disorderly conduct - 
fighting/violent behavior, simple mis-
demeanor.
State of Iowa vs. Juliette Munoz, 
Schaller; controlled substance viola-
tion, class D felony.
State of Iowa vs. Cesar Omar Gonza-
lez-Ballesteros, Schaller; short bar-
reled rifle or short barreled shotgun, 
class D felony; controlled substance 
violation, class D felony; failure to 
affix drug stamp, class D felony.

Editor's Note: Traffic violations and 
other charges are provided by the Sac 
County Clerk of Court's office in a 
computerized format, and will appear 
in the following way: 

Type of violation: Name, city, state (if 
different than Iowa).
For further information, you may visit 
<www.iowacourtsonline.org>.
These individuals were  found  or 
pleaded guilty.

SPEED
Speeding 55 or under zone (1-5 over): 
Jill Kilen, Estherville; Kendall Quirk, 
Odebolt; Darren Gray, Silver City; 
Nicholas Torres, Storm Lake; Patrick 
Norlin, Shreveport, LA.   
Speeding 55 or under zone (6-10 
over): Treyton Vonnahme, Auburn; 
Harold Danner, Carroll.
Speed 55 zone (1-5 over): Hope 
Birling, Bondurant. 
Speeding over 55 zone (6-10 over): 
Juan Guzman, Lakeside; Mamady 
Mansare, Indianapolis, IN; Jermaine 
Schumate, Detroit, MI; Julie Baker, 
Grimes; Cadence Hofmeyer, Rossie.    
Speeding over 55 ozone (11-15 over): 
Tyler Birkness, Des Moines.

OTHER
Improper use of lanes: Mary Meyer, 
Lake View. 
No valid driver's license: Rachael 
Stanley, Sac City; Marcos Partida, 
Storm Lake.
Failure to provide proof of financial 
liability: Rachael Stanley, Sac City.
Operation without registration card or 
plate: Joey Mikkelson, Sac City. 

DOT
Maximum gross weight violation: 
Larry Cain, Nevada.
Maximum group axle weight viola-
tion: Larry Cain, Nevada.

DEEDS
Stephanie Al Tamimi, Lacey Pyle, 
Cheryl Haack, Cheryl K. Haack to Gri-
eme Properties LLC; Schaller Original 
Town Schaller Lots 10 and 11 Block 
9.
Mary Monthei to Mary A. Monthei 
trustee, Mary A. Monthei Revocable 
Living Trust; undivided 1/3 interest 
Township 13-86-38 NW 1/4.
Betty Franken to John W. Franken and 
Brenna L. Franken; Township 29-89-
38 N 1/2 S 1/2 S 1/2 SE 1/4.
Betty J. Franken, Brenna L. Franken, 
John W. Franken, Judy Lee Felten, C. 
Dean Felten to Judy Lee Felten; Town-
ship 8-89-37 part SW 1/4.
Betty J. Franken, John W. Franken, 
Brenna L. Franken, Judy Lee Felten, 
C. Dean Felten to C. Dean Felten; 
Township 8-89-37 part SW 1/4. 
Jarrod R. Sweeden and Jarrod Sweeden 
to Jarrod R. Sweeden and Jasmine 
Rosemeyer; Odebolt Taggart's 2nd Ad-
dition Lots 2 and 3 Block 9. 

MISCELLANEOUS
GENERAC Standby Generators pro-
vide backup power during utility pow-
er outages, so your home and family 
stay safe and comfortable. Prepare 
now. Free 7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional terms and 
conditions. 1-855-954-5087
 
MISCELLANEOUS
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. Plus 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-913-1560

  I’m grateful to be able to offer a 
HUGE THANK YOU to all who re-
sponded to my accident on that early 
foggy morning of January 22.  I truly 
appreciate you coming to my rescue 
when conditions were so hazardous.  
I’m sorry I put you in that type of 
situation.
  Thank you to the Ida County Com-
munications Center and Deputies, 
EMT’s, Fire Department and Ambu-
lance Crew who responded and got 
me to the hospital.  I had a great team 
of nurses and doctors working on 
me.  The therapy I’ve received from 
Horn Memorial after my accident has 

James L. Price to Ann Crawford Price; 
part Schaller Third Addition Lots 1 
and 2 Block 21.

CHANGE OF TITLE
Beverly J. Melin to Edward Melin; 
undivided 1/2 interest: Township 36-
88-36 part W 1/2 SE 1/4.

AFFIDAVIT
Marc Meyer, Velma Meyer, Donald 
Duane Meyer to Marc J. Meyer, Mary 
Kathleen Meyer, Marsha Ann Sample; 
Township 11-86-36 N 1/2 NE 1/4; N 
1/2 S 1/2 NE 1/4. 
Gertrude A. Nansteel, Robert L. Nan-
steel, Margo Dresch, Robert L. Nan-
steel II to Gertrude A. Nansteel; Lake 
View Nash's 1st Addition Lots 1 and 2 
Block 3 and strip of railroad right-of-
way adjacent. 

been extremely helpful in my recov-
ery process.  We are so fortunate to 
have such a great facility with caring 
people right here in our town. 
  Your thoughts, prayers and mes-
sages you offered up for my healing 
and recovery means more to me than 
I can explain.  I also appreciate the 
extra help at my parent’s house and 
on the farm.  It reminds me how many 
good people I have in my life.
Sincerely Grateful,

Chase Roeder
Ida Grove, IA
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NEWSPAPERS 
HAVE YOUR 

BACK.

We are grateful for those who have our back 
in this important time.

Support your local newspaper. Subscribe today!
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CLASSIFIED SELL
Especially in The Green Saver!

A Progressive Newspaper 
Boosting The Communities It Serves

Odebolt - Wall Lake - Early
Official Sac County Newspaper

Established 1877

SSN 0747-4318Volume 135            Number 10
Odebolt, Iowa     Thursday, March 9, 2023

$1.00  Single Copy

Winning Ticket Worth 10K
 A Wall Lake man is the latest local winner from the Iowa Lottery after 
claiming a $10,000 scratch ticket prize. Sean Lawler won the first top prize 
in “Blackjack Doubler,” a $2 ticket featuring six top prizes and overall odds 
of 1 in 3.81. Lawler purchased his ticket from the Kimmes Wall Lake Coun-
try Store and redeemed his prize on Friday, February 24 at the lottery’s 
office in Storm Lake.                   photo submitted

 Adjust your clocks Saturday night! 
Daylight Saving Time begins on Sun-
day, March 12, 2023, at 2:00 A.M. 
At this time, we “spring forward” one 
hour! 
 Daylight Saving Time (DST) is the 
practice of moving the clocks forward 
one hour from Standard Time during 
the summer months and changing 
them back again in the fall. The gen-
eral idea is that this allows us all to 
make better use of natural daylight: 
moving the clocks forward one hour 
in the spring grants us more daylight 
during summer evenings, while mov-
ing clocks back one hour in the fall 
grants us more daylight during winter 
mornings. 
 Daylight Saving Time always be-

Time to Spring Forward!  
Daylight Saving Time Begins!

gins on the second Sunday in March 
and ends on the first Sunday in No-
vember. To remember which way 
to set their clocks, folks often use 
the expression, “spring forward, fall 
back.” 
 Daylight Saving Time begins on 
Sunday, March 12, 2023 at 2:00 
A.M. On Saturday night, clocks are 
set forward one hour (i.e., losing one 
hour) to “spring forward.” 
 Daylight Saving Time ends on 
Sunday, November 6, 2022, at 2:00 
A.M. On Saturday night, clocks are 
set back one hour (i.e., gaining one 
hour) to “fall back.”
 Note: Since the time changes at 
2:00 A.M., we generally change our 
clocks before bed on Saturday.

 The communities of Sac County 
were hit with a big bill last week from 
the Sac County Solid Waste Agency, 
as that organization attempts to fix 
two years worth of past due billing 
that was not sent to the cities that 
owed the funds of over $760,000.
 During the February 28 board 
meeting of the Sac County Solid 
Waste Agency, board member Jeff 
Ellerbrock, mayor of Lytton, said 
there has been an issue brought to the 
board about billing not getting done 
for tipping fees and the per capita fees 
charged to the government units that 
make up the organization.
 The Sac County Solid Waste Agen-
cy is a 28E sharing agreement be-
tween the incorporated cities and Sac 
County. 
 The billing hasn't been done since 
the second quarter of the 2021 fiscal 
year, including all of 2022. 

Amounts owed by the cities are:
Auburn :  $24,512.25
Early:  $43,937.66
Lake View:  $90,925.27
Nemaha:  $6,470.66
Odebolt:  $77,414.66
Schaller:  $99,368.17
Sac City:  $292,066.28
Wall Lake:  $65,768.13
Sac County:  $67,533.76
Total:  $767,696.84

 Ellerbrock asked the representa-
tives of the communities whether they 
would have to amend their budgets to 
pay the amounts their respective city 
owes. Sharon Irwin, mayor of Early, 
said that if that is the case, they will 
have to amend their budgets before 
May 1 of this year. 
 Ellerbrock said the agency would 
be willing to "work with" any city that 
needs help paying what they owe. 
 Irwin said, "We know it's owed, be-
cause we're all part of this 28E agree-
ment. I think we've all collected the 
money. Whether we held it, knowing 
we owed it, or spent it on something 
else, we're still going to owe it, each 
entity." 
 Bruce Perry, city council repre-
sentative from Sac City, asked how 
the organization functioned over the 
last two years without collecting that 
money. 
 Irwin said that funds were still 
coming in from other businesses and 
entities that use the landfill, and Sac 
County has made payment on several 
of the quarterly payments they owed 
"which helped keep us afloat." Re-
cords show after the bills are paid that 
were approved at this meeting, their 
funds stood at $76,713. 
 Ellerbrock said they are working on 
squaring up the accounts receivable 
for the landfill, but they are doing an 

Sac County Solid Waste Agency sends Past Due Billing
internal audit over the entire organiza-
tion. He said it is not an issue of miss-
ing funds that were already collected, 
but rather not collecting funds that 
should have been billed. 'When this 
internal audit gets over with, I hope 
that by next year, we have a surplus of 
cash to pay off our post-closure fees." 
(The Sac County landfill closed its 
facility a few years ago, and is now 
a transfer facility, taking garbage to a 
landfill in Carroll County. The Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources re-
quires monitoring of the landfill site 
to ensure water quality and other en-
vironmental concerns are met.) 
 Prior to all of this discussion, the 
board agreed to add an assistant trea-
surer and assistant secretary. Current-
ly, Renee Roland is their secretary/
treasurer. Jalonna Ehler has agreed to 
take on the assistant position. Roland 
has indicated that she does not wish 
to continue in her position after this 
year. 
 All records for the landfill will be 
moved to the Sac County Landfill of-
fice.  
 Over the last three years, the Sac 
County Solid Waste Agency has 
failed to publish its minutes and bills 
as required by Iowa Code.  

Traffic Light Changes
Considered in Sac City 
  The stop lights at 5th and Main 
may become a thing of the past, based 
on comments during recent city coun-
cil meetings in Sac City. For the last 
several weeks, the stop lights have 
not been functional, and city crews 
have them set for a flashing red stop.
  Comments from the public to city 
staff and council members in general 
about the flashing red lights have 
been in favor of keeping them instead 
of installing new stop lights for the 
intersection. Repairs to the current 
lights that are needed to make them 
functional are expected to cost over 
$30,000.
  When this was last addressed a 
few years ago, the council consid-
ered making the switch to a flashing 
red light, but parts had already been 
ordered to repair the lights. With the 
lower traffic from no longer being 
U.S. Highway 20, the need for the 
stop lights has decreased. 
 Putting in a flashing red light for 
all four directions would accomplish 
the desired effect of slowing traffic 
down through the business district. 
It would also allow quicker flow 
through the intersection for traffic. 
During the February 28 city council 
meeting, Jamie Lawrence, city ad-
ministrator, said Tom Crabb, Sac City 
Public Works Director, is looking into 
options for a four way stop light that 
will stand in the middle of the inter-
section, instead of using the current 
traffic signals which need the repair. 
No action was taken.

Sac County Pheasants 
Forever Banquet    
 The Sac County Pheasants Forever 
has scheduled their annual banquet 
for Friday, March 24, at the Sacred 
Heart Church gymnasium in Early. 

Legislative Forum set for 
March 18    
 Iowa Statehouse representatives 
for Sac County will hold a Legislative 
Forum on Saturday, March 18, at 10 
a.m. in the Iowa State Bank meeting 
room, 500 Audubon Street, Sac City.  
   Senator Tim Kraayenbrink & Rep-
resenative Mike Sexton will be in 
attendance to discuss the issues with 
the public during this forum.

Sac County Fair presents 
Tyler Anthony    
  The Sac County Fair presents a 
night of great entertainment on Sat-
urday, March 18, with Tyler Anthony 
and his band in concert.  The show 
starts at 7:30 p.m., with doors open-
ing at 6:30 p.m.  
 

Sac County Public Health   
 Sac County Public Health is hold-
ing a COVID-19 Booster Clinic in 
March. Clinics will be held at the 
Sac County Public Health Office, 116 
South State Street, Suite A, Sac City, 
by appointment only.   
 Date of the clinic will be March 17, 
from 1 - 3 p.m. Call 712-662-4785 
with any questions.

Voters Urged to Respond 
to Change of Address
Iowa Secretary of State Paul Pate an-
nounces the annual National Change 
of Address process to maintain the 
accuracy of Iowa’s voter registration 
records is underway. Notices are be-
ing mailed to 90,948 registered voters 
in Iowa who have filed a change of 
address with the U.S. Postal Service 
during the past 12 months.
 Voters that receive these cards 
should follow the instructions on the 
return postcard to verify or correct 
their voting address and return it to 
their county auditor’s office as soon 
as possible. Postage is prepaid.
 “We want Iowa’s voters rolls to be 
as up-to-date and accurate as possible. 
Tens of thousands of Iowans move 
within the state each year. This is an 
important yearly procedure to ensure 
those moves are reflected accurately 
in the voter registration database,” 
Secretary Pate said.
 The mailing is being conducted 
at the direction of Secretary Pate to 
ensure full compliance with the Na-
tional Voter Registration Act of 1993, 
which requires periodic contact with 
voters to ensure the most accurate in-
formation is on file.  
 Data indicates 38,804 registered 
voters moved within their county dur-
ing the past year. 52,144 moved out-
side their county, but still within the 
State of Iowa.

Sunday, March 12

Your complete guide to area golf Your complete guide to area golf 

courses and all golf related fun!courses and all golf related fun!

Featured in:Featured in:

April 2025April 2025

Come Explore Our Come Explore Our 

Fairways!Fairways!

See our area
golf guide inside
 Ready to explore the many golf courses of North Central 
Iowa this year? Before you begin, plan your tour with our 
comprehensive golf guide inside this issue of the Humboldt 
Independent.
 Our 12-page guide lists the many courses available for 
your enjoyment over a 12-county area, along with many ad-
vertisers and supporters of this publication, to help guide 
you along the way, whether it be equipment or even a new 
golf cart. Membership fees, visitor greens fees and a long 
list of area tournaments and events are listed in this golf 
publication. The in-depth list of golf locations and advertis-
ers inside on page 2 will help you get started.

 Your complete guide to area golf courses and all golf re-
lated fun is featured inside our golf guide. Take a look inside 
and let us help you plan our summer tour!

 Federal government cuts to 
the United States Postal Ser-
vice, which took effect three 
weeks ago all across the Unit-
ed States, have greatly impact-
ed timely delivery Humboldt 
County Newspapers, which 
publishes the Humboldt Inde-
pendent Newspaper and the 
Humboldt Reminder.
 We have learned that cuts 
have impacted our readers, 
particularly those that live in 
the surrounding rural com-
munities in our coverage area, 
where instead of receiving 
their Reminder in the mail on 
Wednesdays and the Indepen-

dent on Thursdays, customers 
have complained they have 
received their newspaper and 
shopper one to four days later 
than the listed published date.
 We have learned that a Tues-
day overnight delivery route 
that took bundles of papers 
and Reminders to Des Moines 
and back for processing, which 
allowed for their return in time 
to be delivered on the Wednes-
day and Thursday publish 
dates, has been permanently 
eliminated as a result of the 
cuts directed from Washing-
ton, D.C.
 We feel our customers’ pain 

and frustration. We pay the 
United States Postal Service to 
deliver our product in a timely 
manner. It is terribly unfortu-
nate and we understand this is 
a result of a decision made by 
the United States government 
and not by local postal employ-
ees, who faithfully perform 
their jobs day after day.
 When contacted by the In-
dependent, a local regional 
manager offered no comment. 
Inquiries made to Mark Inglett, 
manager of strategic communi-
cations for the central area, out 
of Kansas City, MO, received 
no response before our dead-

line.
 Issue your complaints and 
concerns to the following list-
ed below:
 –Mark Inglett, manager stra-
tegic communications central 
area, 300 West Pershing Road 
Room 112, Kansas City, MO 
64108. Email: mark.m.inglett@
usps.gov or phone 816-374-9111.
 –Bobbie from the United 
States Postal Service Select 
Business Support Team at 888-
707-7226 or email USPSSe-
lect@USPS.gov available Mon-
day through Friday between 
the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 7:15 
p.m. Eastern Standard Time.

Federal postal cuts impacting
delivery of Independent, Reminder

 The Humboldt-Dakota City Kiwanis 
Club will be hosting its annual Easter Egg 
Hunt Saturday, April 19 at the Humboldt 
High School football field beginning at 10 
a.m.
 There will be candy and prizes for chil-
dren in three grade categories: pre-kin-
dergarten, kindergarten and first grade 
and second and third grade.

 There will be a large Easter basket 
with games and prizes and a new bicycle 
awarded in each of the grade categories. 
Children should bring a basket, bucket or 
sack to collect their candy. 
 The event has been held annually by 
the Kiwanis club since 1963. It is made 
possible by the generous donations of 
local merchants and businesses. Many of 

the prizes may be redeemed at the con-
cession stand after the hunt. Some prizes 
may require children and their parents to 
visit the sponsoring business. 
 There will be a special appearance by 
the Easter Bunny who will be available for 
photos with the children. Celebrate the 
holiday with the Kiwanis club on Satur-
day, April 19.

Kiwanis Easter Egg Hunt is Saturday, April 19
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By APRIL KELLEY  
 The fate of the Rutland quarry was de-
cided on Thursday, April 10, by a summary 
judgment ruling passed down by District 
Court Judge Angela L. Doyle. 
 Doyle ruled “Cole Bryant Anderson is 
permanently enjoined (prohibited) from 
conducting quarrying operations or mak-
ing other illegal use of the Real Estate in 
violation of the zoning ordinance of Hum-
boldt County, Iowa, without first obtain-
ing a special use permit.”
 Doyle stated in her judgment, “The 
court finds Anderson has not overcome the 

presumption that the zoning ordinance is 
valid. The Court cannot adjudicate (make 
the decision) Anderson’s claim that as a 
matter of law the zoning ordinance was 
not properly enacted.”
 She continued with, “After a careful ex-
amination of the record, the Court con-
cludes that no genuine material questions 
of fact exist as to whether the Board of 
Supervisors properly enacted the county 
zoning ordinance in 1996 and recodified 
the ordinance in 2015. As a result, the 
Court finds summary judgment is proper 
and Humboldt County’s Motion for Sum-

mary Judgment should be granted.”
   Humboldt County Attorney Jon Beaty 
and Attorneys Brian Yung and Stuart Co-
chrane stated “We appreciate the Court’s 
thoughtful and well-reasoned decision and 
are pleased with the outcome. This deci-
sion confirms the validity of the County’s 
zoning ordinance and the County’s en-
forcement of the ordinance. Because this 
matter involved ongoing litigation, we will 
not have further comment at this time.”
 Anderson or his attorney Ernest Kersten 
could not be reached for comment at this 
time.  

Ruling stops quarry operations

By APRIL KELLEY  
 Bridges and drainage issues 
consumed the short Board of 
Supervisors regular meeting on 
Monday, April 14.
 Assistant Humboldt County 
Engineer Dave Powell request-
ed approval on two contracts 
and an application to work in 
the county right-of-way. 
 The first contract is for proj-
ect BROS-CO46(88) to Peter-
son Contractors Inc, to replace 
the bridge on Iowa Avenue. The 
bridge is a box culvert-style 

Supervisors discuss 
bridges and drainage

bridge. 
 The second contract is for 
another box-culvert-style 
bridge on Texas Avenue. This 
contract is BROS-CO46(90) 
and was contracted by Progres-
sive Structures, Inc. 
 Both projects were approved 
by the Supervisors. 
 The Supervisors also ap-
proved the application to work 
in the county right-of-way for 
Creek Enterprise out of Hud-
son.

Taft Elementary Student AnnaBella Wiebke (left) shares 
a meal with her mother Emily Wiebke (right) at the Lions 
Club annual pancake meal on Friday April 11. Independent 
photo by Kylie Portz. S E E B R I D G E S, 2A

By APRIL KELLEY  
 A hearing was held before 
the regular Dakota City Coun-
cil to discuss the proposed Tax 
Levy for fiscal year July 1, 2025 
to June 30, 2026. 
 Dakota City Clerk Angelique 
Berry discussed the city sec-
tion of the levy letter received 
by all landowners for this year. 
 According to Berry, the big-
gest increase in the city’s bud-
get has been the insurance the 
city carries. 
 She went on to explain the 
information presented was not 
the whole tax levy. She told the 
audience that the form is con-
fusing because it shows a larger 

Franchise fees chosen over local option sales tax
percentage increase than what 
is actually happening. 
 Berry said that the letter that 
landowners received includes 
information for county, city, 
school, college and Hospital 
amounts which makes it very 
confusing. 
 “It’s hard because you see 
little bits of it. There are actu-
ally five pieces that get added 
all together to make your to-
tal,” Berry said. 
 The tax levy portion of the 
meeting was adjourned and the 
regular meeting was conduct-
ed. 

MidAmerican Energy Fran-

chise
 The Dakota City Council 
voted to enact MidAmerican 
Energy Franchise fees in place 
of the local option sales tax 
that was presented at their last 
meeting. 
 Accepting the franchise fee 
means that 100% of the 1% 
fee charged will go to the city 
whereas a portion of the local 
option sales tax goes to the 
county. 
 The council members had to 
choose between the franchise 
fee or the local option sales 
tax at last month’s meeting but 
chose to table the decision to 
gather more information. 

 Tyler Gartenberg, Franchise 
Manager with MidAmerican 
Energy Company (MEC) at-
tended the meeting to answer 
any questions the supervisor or 
the public might have. 
 With or without accepting 
the franchise fee, the city still 
needed to sign a franchise 
agreement with MEC to pro-
vide gas and electricity to the 
City of Dakota City. 
 Gartenberg said, “A fran-
chise agreement is a contract 
in the form of an ordinance 
between a utility company and 
a city. Primarily what the fran-

S E E D C CO U N C I L,  2A


