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GET $50 
FOR RECYCLING

YOUR OLD, 
WORKING 
FRIDGE

Must be a MidAmerican 
residential electric customer 
in Iowa or Illinois

MidAmericanEnergy.com/appliance-recycling

Humboldt-Dakota City Kiwanis Annual
Easter Egg Hunt

Saturday, April 19 at 10AM
At the HHS Football Field 

Kiwanis Events are for the 
 Children of the Community!

Some of the special TREATS/PRIZES will be available Some of the special TREATS/PRIZES will be available 
at the concession stand after the hunt. We want to at the concession stand after the hunt. We want to 

give a big shout-out to all the Local Businesses who give a big shout-out to all the Local Businesses who 
help make this Event possible.help make this Event possible.

If you live in the country and are thinking of 
building a new home, adding a deck, an additional 
bedroom, a shed/machine shed or other building 

project on your property, you are required to 
obtain a building permit from the Humboldt County 

Zoning Administrator.  Building permits can be 
obtained from/returned to Ben Loots, Interim 
Zoning Administrator at the Humboldt County 
Engineer’s Office located at the Secondary 
Roads office or you can download a copy 

from the Humboldt County website at www.
humboldtcountyia.org.  If you have questions 

please contact Ben Loots, Interim Zoning 
Administrator at 515-332-2366.

Zoning Permits Required 
in Humboldt County

The Humboldt FFA 
Program held their 
annual “Drive your 
tractor to school 
day” on April 8. A 
tradition that FFA 
programs through-
out the country 
particpate in each 
year. As a part of this 
event, Humboldt 
FFA members visited 
Taft Elementary and 
St. Mary’s school. 
Photos by Kylie 
Portz. To see these 
photos or more from 
our gallery visit 
www.humboldt-
news.com.

 Nathan Nickless, 40, from 
Dakota City, pled guilty on 
April 1 in federal court in 
Sioux City. Nickless was con-
victed of two counts of posses-
sion with intent to distribute 
methamphetamine, one count 
of possession of a firearm by 
a prohibited person and one 
count of failure to appear. 
 Nickless had multiple prior 
felony convictions which pro-
hibit a person from possess-
ing a firearm including a prior 
2008 drug felony possession 
of marijuana with the intent 
to deliver. 
 At the plea hearing, evi-
dence showed that on Aug. 12, 
2023, in Fort Dodge, law en-
forcement attempted a traffic 
stop on a truck Nickless was 
driving. Nickless ignored and 

a t t e m p t e d 
to evade law 
enforcement 
onto a river 
road.

 After ram-
ming his truck 
into a non-law 
enforcement 

vehicle, Nick-
less stopped his 
truck and fled 

on foot but was apprehended 
while trying to climb a river 
embankment.
 During the flight, Nickless 
was in possession of a back-
pack. In the backpack, law 
enforcement found a loaded 
9 mm pistol, multiple bags of 
narcotics including approx-
imately 200 grams of meth-
amphetamine, marijuana, 

psychedelic mushrooms, pills, 
THC gummies, ammunition 
in sanitizing wipes, a scale, 
and multiple small baggies. 
 Nickless was federally 
charged but was allowed to re-
main released pending his July 
8, 2024, federal trial.  Nickless 
failed to appear as required 
for trial and absconded from 
law enforcement over the 
next several months. 
 On Sept. 28, 2024, in Hum-
boldt County, law enforce-
ment became aware Nickless 
was in the area. Law enforce-
ment located Nickless and 
attempted to stop the vehicle 
he was driving. He refused to 
stop and began a vehicle pur-
suit with law enforcement 
where he again abandoned 
the vehicle he was driving in a 

field by a river. 
 The abandoned vehicle was 
seized and a search warrant 
was granted. Law enforce-
ment searched the vehicle 
and found methamphetamine, 
multiple baggies of marijuana, 
pills, a scale, empty baggies 
for distribution, a metham-
phetamine pipe, and a mari-
juana pipe. 
 On Oct. 2, 2024, Nickless 
was found hiding inside a res-
idence in Humboldt County 
and was arrested. 
 Sentencing before United 
States District Court Judge T. 
Strand will be set after a pre-
sentence report is prepared.
 Nickless remains in the 
custody of the United States 
Marshals Service and will re-
main in custody pending sen-

tencing. Nickless faces a man-
datory minimum sentence of 
15 years imprisonment and 
a possible maximum sen-
tence of life imprisonment, a 
$20,000,000 fine and at least 
ten years of supervised release 
following imprisonment. 
 The case is being prosecut-
ed by Assistant United States 
Attorney Patrick T. Green-
wood, and was investigated 
by the Webster County Sher-
iff’s Office, Humboldt County 
Sheriff’s Office, Fort Dodge 
Police Department, Iowa DCI 
Laboratory, Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives, Iowa Division of 
Narcotics Enforcement, and 
the U.S. Marshals Service.

Nickless pleads guilty to drug and firearm charges

Nathan
Nickless

ing a final hearing on the 
proposed budget at their 
next meeting on April 21.
Catalyst grant
 The council approved a 
letter of support for a Cat-
alyst Building Remediation 
Program Grant for down-
town buildings located at 
621 and 623 Sumner Ave-
nue owned by Phil Mayo 
and his wife, Anne Phillips. 
The couple have extensive 
background and experience 
in restoring older homes and 
business buildings. They 
were at the meeting to an-
swer questions.
 “We are working on a full 
rehabilitation of the build-
ing. What this grant will 
do is allow us to do phase 
one, which is activating and 
bringing back the first floor. 
Phase two will be the sec-
ond floor in coming years,” 
Phillips said.
 Bockelmann said the ap-
plication deadline for the 
grant is April 17 with the 
grant to be awarded in June. 
It is unique in that it is devel-
oper-led but the city is the 
applicant and awardee. The 
grant would total $100,000.
 “Our contribution would 
be a facade grant when they 
are able to apply for that. We 
have a utility waiver they 
can use as well. Obviously, 
we help with the applica-
tion,” Bockelmann said. “It 
should be a really good proj-
ect.”
 “If we don’t get the grant, 
we have a plan that will 
allow us to continue for-
ward. The project will start 
this summer,” Phillips said. 
“Right now, we are look-
ing at a 12 to 18 month 
construction timeline. The 
Catalyst Grant will help us 
accomplish everything we 
need to get done. There is a 
priority path we will follow 
if we don’t get the grant,” 
Phillips said. 
 Bockelmann reported on a 
pre-construction meeting for 
the water main replacement 
project along a portion of 
4th Avenue North this sum-
mer. It will start in June. He 
also reported on the pave-
ment project for 12th Street 
North and 3rd Street South. 

Council  CONTINUED FROM FRONT

That work will start in May, 
possibly sooner.
 The council approved an 
airport maintenance ser-
vices contract with local res-
ident Fletcher Satern. Satern 
will fill the position vacated 
by Dave Dodgen earlier this 
winter. Dodgen passed away 
last week and had been on 
the Humboldt Municipal 
Airport Commission for 
many years.
 Satern will coordinate all 
of the hangar leases, main-
tain the fuel at the airport 
and be responsible for snow 
removal along with any oth-
er maintenance work.
 “It’s important to have 
someone who has their pi-
lot’s license and has flying 
experience,” Bockelmann 
said. “He will be paid $500 
per month. His airport lia-
bility insurance will be un-
der our city’s liability insur-
ance.”
 In a related move, the 
council approved the pro-
cess to begin construction 
of the taxiway turnaround 
improvement project. It will 
be funded completely by the 
Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration.
 The council approved a 
resolution approving the 
operation and maintenance 
agreement between the city 
and PeopleService, Inc., for 
the Humboldt water and 
wastewater treatment facil-
ities.
 “The agreement super-
cedes our existing agree-
ment from 2015 and will 
run until 2030. There is an 
automatic renewal provision 
for another five years until 
2035,” Bockelmann said.
 PeopleService provides 
six employees, including the 
lead operator, to operate the 
utilities and are on call for 
emergencies. The contract 
will be paid at a monthly 
rate of $72,175, which cov-
ers employment costs, mi-
nor maintenance, materials 
and chemicals. The month-
ly payment is split between 
water and sewer. The cost of 
the agreement will annually 

increase or decrease by the 
average of the previous two 
years’ CPI-U Index from the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics.
 The agreement includes 
a base amount of $124,561 
that serves as the threshold 
for the chemical budget. The 
city will be reimbursed the 
difference between the ac-
tual and base amount a vice 
versa if expenditures exceed 
the base amount.
 Accepted the resignation 
of Zach Smith as coordina-
tor of the recreation depart-
ment. Smith told the council 
he had accepted a similar 
position in the city of Win-
terset. His last day in Hum-
boldt will be Friday, April 
11. The council approved a 
resolution updating the job 
description for the position.
The council also:
 –approved a resolution 
authorizing the disposal 
of certain surplus property 
(two law enforcement vehi-
cles) for the city.
 –approved amending the 
code of ordinances pertain-
ing to the airport commis-
sion.
 –approved proposals for 
nuisance abatement labor.
 –approved a proposal for 
nuisance mowing.
 –approved minor ordi-
nance changes pertaining to 
the airport commission. 
 –approved a five-day spe-
cial Class C retail alcohol li-
cense for Top of Iowa Lucky 
Wife, LLC for an event at 
Wolfe Family Vision Center 
on April 30.
 –approved a five-day spe-
cial Class C retail alcohol li-
cense for Top of Iowa Lucky 
Wife, LLC for an event on 
May 31.
 –approved renewal of a 
Class C retail alcohol li-
cense for Joseph Stattelman 
(Knotty Pine).
 –approved renewal of a 
Class C retail alcohol li-
cense for Pasquale’s Italian 
Restaurant, Inc., pending 
dramshop review.
 –set the next meeting for 
Monday, April 21, 5:30 p.m.

area,” Fridolfson said. 
 Homeowner Laura Heider 
said she had challenged her as-
sessment several years ago and 
the amount was lowered only 
to return to the higher assessed 
value several years later. 
 “It does cost the county a lot 
of money and I hate to say it 
but we just have to follow the 
path. It costs you guys money, 
it costs us money,” Loney said. 
 Supervisor Bruce Reimers 
admitted that he would like to 
complain about taxes too.
 “I would like to sit on the 
other side of the table and 
complain that my taxes (are 
too high) but by the same to-
ken when we are sitting up 
here and we are trying to figure 
out how we make our budget 
come together, somehow we 
have to have the ability to use 
the things, the services we pro-
vide,” Reimers said. 
 “I’m just asking that our 
properties be assessed in line 
with market value and to me 
it seems like the more success-
ful or assuming the higher-end 
stuff is getting more valuation 
than the stuff that’s actually 
selling,” Fridolfson said. 
 He stated that homes in the 
$100,000 t0 $125,000 range are 
selling very well. He said the 
problem is that when a house 
assessed at $150,000 sells for 
$225,000 for some reason, it 
drives up all the assessments 
across the board, when in actu-
ality the $225,000 house was an 
anomaly.
 Loney reminded Fridolfson 
that there have been major 
changes due to legislation 
passed last year in Iowa. 
 House file 718 passed 

Assessments  CONTINUED FROM FRONT

through legislation last year 
limits the levy percentage that 
the county can apply. The levy 
must be at 3.5% by 2029.
 Heider reiterated “There are 
some homes that are valued at 
$7.00 a square foot and I ha-
ven’t seen any comps to jus-
tify that. I think that is more 
the concern, the different 
valuations in the higher-end 
homes.”
 Humboldt County Assessor 
Linda Fallesen returned at the 
end of the meeting to discuss 
how she assesses property.  
She stated that there are sever-
al things that the assessor uses 
to calculate the amount of the 
assessment. 
 These include using the 
Iowa Real Property Appraisal 
Manual and looking at local 
sales of other properties in the 
area.  
 Fallesen also stated that 
many times, they have to guess 
at the interior of the house as 
they are not allowed entry into 
the building, forming their 
opinion by the outside and by 
building specs when it is built 
 She also stated that certain 
things will change a valuation 
such as geothermal heating 
and other improvements. 
 Fallesen stated that many of 
her actions are dictated by the 
state. If she does not fall within 
a certain percentage, the state 
will intervene and raise taxes 
across the board on everyone 
until the county falls within a 
certain percentage. 
 “With that statement, every-
one thinks that it is just your 
office doing this, but if it isn’t 
done then it is done by the 
state,” Reimers said. 

 Fallesen stated that the in-
formation is analyzed at the 
state level and if they feel cor-
rections need to be made, they 
will send a formula to the Audi-
tors that raises the tax assess-
ments for everyone. 
 She also stated that there is 
a rollback that is applied by the 
state which affects the amount 
of taxes each person pays. 
 “The Department of Reve-
nue will recalculate the roll-
back rate to limit growth across 
the state to 3%. Since most of 
the state is experiencing simi-
lar increases, this rollback will 
offset a large amount of the in-
crease and curb inflation,” Fall-
esen said. 
 She stated that anyone who 
feels their assessment is not 
correct can dispute the amount 
first to the assessor and then 
to the Property Assessment 
Appeal Board (PAAB) which is 
free to both citizens and the 
county. 
 PAAB will take all of the in-
formation presented from both 
sides and decide on what they 
feel the correct amount should 
be.
 If either side does not feel 
that the amount is still correct, 
they have the option to file a 
court case to dispute the rul-
ing. 
 Fallesen admitted that the 
process can be confusing and 
encouraged those who have 
questions on how their assess-
ment is reached to come into 
her office so that they can ex-
plain them one one-on-one. 
 
RWE Wind Energy
 Bri Erskine with RWE intro-
duced two of her colleagues to 
the Supervisors. 
 Sue Hanson, Developer and 
John Douglas, Land Team Sup-
port. 

 Erskine told the supervisors 
that they have been research-
ing the questions that have 
been brought up since the pre-
vious meetings. 
 Reimers questioned how 
repowering is handled. He 
stated that windmills in Web-
ster County that are being 
repowered are using longer 
blades which he feels would 
add more weight to the blades. 
He stated this would tear up 
the roads more when they are 
being transported. 
 He also questioned what 
happens when the windmills 
are decommissioned and who 
is in charge if the company 
goes bankrupt? 
 Loney said, “I keep saying it 
is a landowner issue. I’m not 
going to say I’m for or against 
it. Once it becomes enough 
landowners that have signed 
up then of course it is up to us 
to make sure we have proper 
setbacks and making sure we 
are covered.”
 Reimers also questioned 
what would happen if subsidies 
were not available from the 
government anymore? 
 Erskine informed the Super-
visors that RWE is privately 
funded and while they do re-
ceive subsidies, they are not 
strictly essential to the opera-
tion. 
 She admitted they are still 
researching some of the ques-
tions asked by the Supervisors 
and will continue to bring back 
information as they learn the 
facts. 
 
Drainage Trustees
 The Supervisors convened 
as the Trustees for Drainage 
to discuss a Memorandum of 
understanding (MOU) with 
Wright County. 
 The Humboldt County Su-

pervisors joined a conference 
call with the Wright County 
Supervisors to discuss an MOU 
for an agreement that each 
county could approve projects 
that border the other county 
up to $15,000 on each side. The 
counties will still keep each 
other informed on the work 
being done, however they do 
not need to wait for approval if 
the amount of the repairs falls 
under $15,000. 
 The MOU was approved 
unanimously by both Boards of 
Supervisors. 
 Drainage District Clerk Ter-
ry Stufflebean also discussed 
the work to be done in DD 11 
Sub 1 in Rutland Township sev-
en and eight. 
 The Supervisors accepted a 
petition for repairs to the tile 
on the land owned by Archer 
Farms. They need to replace 
the old tile and increase the 
drainage co-efficient to do pat-
tern tiling. 
 The Supervisors appointed 
the engineering company of Ja-
cob Westergard & Associates, 
Inc. to draw up plans for the 
improvements. 
 
In other action:
- Accepted and placed on file 

the Auditor’s Quarterly 
Report ending March 31, 
2025.

- Accepted and placed on file 
the Recorder’s Quarterly 
Report ending March 31, 
2025. 

- Approved a special event 
Class C Retail Liquor Li-
cense with outdoor sales 
for Top of Iowa Lucky 
Wife, LLC. 

- Approved a cigarette/ tobac-
co/vapor retail permit for 
April – September 2025 
for the Humboldt Country 
Club. 

 The breakdown of the land 
uses for the 390 acres are 
277 acres of native prairie, 75 
acres of timber or riparian 
habitat and 38 acres of wet-
lands.
 “It’s a unique piece of 
property because of the di-
versity of habitat types that 
are present. Anyone from 
a waterfowl hunter, to a 
pheasant hunter to a deer 
hunter could go there and do 
their thing,” observes Lee.
 Trapping is also plentiful. 
A trapper can go there and 
expect to catch anything 
that is legal to catch.  
 
 “There are two oxbow 
restorations on the prop-
erty. The Iowa Soybean As-
sociation is very progres-
sive-minded in working with 
groups in helping to control 
nitrogen and phosphorus 
runoff and oxbows provide 
a great area to dissipate such 
concentrations and they are 
interested in being able to 
have an area to statistically 
measure how oxbows play a 
part in the agricultural eco-
system,” Lee reported. 
 The Iowa Soybean Asso-
ciation and Nature Conser-
vancy paid for the work.
 “It’s a win-win because it’s 
not only good for soil and 
water conservation but ox-
bows are excellent wildlife 
habitat areas for everything 
from frogs and minnows to 
coons, muskrats, etc. The 
Nature Conservancy is also 
interested in the health of 
the Topeka Shiner, a tiny 
minnow not more than three 
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inches long. They can sam-
ple and they did find Topeka 
Shiners present,” Lee said. 
 The small fish is consid-
ered endangered but the 
Nature Conservancy report-
ed this fall that the tiny min-
now is making a comeback 
in southwestern Minnesota 
where oxbows are present. 
 The area is environmental-
ly important because Prairie 
Creek drains into the Boone 
River which is 111 miles long 
and drains 895 square miles, 
feeding into the Des Moines 
River and eventually into 
the Mississippi River and on 
to the Gulf of Mexico. For 
years scientists have been 
studying how hypoxia (low 
levels of oxygen due to the 
overgrowth of algae) nega-
tively affects fish and other 
forms of aquatic life. 
 The nature area is im-
portant for a number of 
reasons and also because of 
the changes in agrarian life-
style and farming ownership 
during the past 40 years. 
Today, ownership is more 
diverse and dispersed and 
there are less rural areas to 
gain permission to hunt. 
 Lee said the county has 
been careful about signage 
while the Kiburz property 
was in the process of being 
sold. 
 Now that Humboldt 
County is the sole owner of 
the property and the lands 
have been developed, feed-
back is being received on 
what hunters are experienc-
ing.

 “We’ve received reports 
of nice deer being taken and 
people have reported some 
successful pheasant hunts,” 
Lee said. “Trapping has oc-
curred with some success.”
 There will be some long-
term maintenance that will 
be required. “There will 
be some mowing and na-
tive prairie will need to be 
burned every three to five 
years. There will need to be 
some pruning of trees where 
we don’t want them,” the 
conservation director said.
 “It will be a time commit-
ment on our end but it will 
be enjoyable work for us,” 
Lee said of himself and his 
staff. 
 The local chapters of 
hunter conservation groups, 
Humboldt County Pheas-
ants Forever and the Two 
Rivers Timber Ghosts of the 
National Wild Turkey Fed-
eration were instrumental 
in financial support for the 
project. 

 “I have to credit all of 
the partners that contrib-
uted and were involved in 
the project. There are some 
amazing talented people 
who are very passionate 
about what they do. It was 
my first time doing some-
thing like this so I appreciate 
them answering my stupid 
questions and being patient 
with us in the process,” Lee 
said. 
 The conservation director 
said there will probably be 
a public recognition of the 
project at some point but 
that has not been set at this 
time. 
 One thing is for certain. 
 “This is the crown jewel 
of what we have to offer for 
wildlife habitat in this area 
because of the size and di-
versity. The Rutland Marsh 
provides some pheasant 
hunting habitat and the 
same with the Pioneer Prai-
rie Pothole area.
 “Wright, Pocahontas and 

Kossuth have been pretty 
aggressive in pursuing prop-
erty for such purposes for 
some time and now we are 
doing that as well,” Lee said. 
 “This will bring people 
from outside the area to 
Humboldt County and if 
they are here to hunt, fish 
or trap they will spend mon-
ey in the local shops, ho-
tels, restaurants and bars. A 
number I came across is that 
each acre of this property 
generates $65 a year in local 
spending above what would 
normally be generated, so 
that far outweighs the tax 
dollars that are no longer on 
the rolls. 
 “It’s a quality of life issue,” 
Lee said, much like building 
bike and walking trails and 
adding amenities and better 
camping facility to parks. It’s 
all part of the big picture.


