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The North Iowa Mid-
dle School Band Camp 
held a free performance 
at the Clear Lake Band 
Shell in City Park on 
Friday, June 20.

This year’s program 
was magic-and-wonder 
themed, and the concert 
included arrangements 
from Disney’s “Aladdin,” 
“The Greatest Show-
man” and the hit Broad-
way musical “Wicked.” 

The band camp com-
prises more than 90 
students and staff from 
band programs across 
North Iowa, including 
students from Clear 
Lake, Osage, Gar-

ner-Hayfield-Ventura, 
Lake Mills, and more.

Children in band who 
have finished fifth grade 
through seventh grade 
were welcome to attend 
the week-long camp, 
where youth volunteers 
and area band directors 
lead them through a 
selection of songs per-
formed at the end-of-
the-week concert. 

The family friendly 
program was free for 
people of all ages.

Ailis McCardle is an 
education reporter at 
the Globe Gazette. She 
can be reached at ailis.
mccardle@globegazette.
com or at 641-421-0527

Clear Lake band camp hosts free concert
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Middle school students from across North Iowa rehearse during 
the North Iowa Middle School Band Camp in Clear Lake on 
Wednesday, June 18. 
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A Lake Mills woman who 
stole thousands of dollars 
from adults with intellec-
tual disabilities while she 
served as a supervisor at 
the Mosaic group facility 
in Forest City will be sen-
tenced July 15. 

Michelle Carol Loth-
Dreier, 48, pleaded guilty 
Tuesday to fi ve counts of 
dependent adult abuse, a 
Class D felony. 

One count of ongoing 
criminal conduct, a Class 
B felony, and one count 
of second-degree theft, 
a Class D felony, are to be 
dismissed as part of a plea 
agreement. 

Part of Loth-Dreier’s 
job at Mosaic was to over-
see the accounting of in-
dividual fi nances for those 
living at the group facility, 

according to Winnebago 
County District Court re-
cords. 

She is accused of stealing 
from fi ve residents over a 
period of a year and a half 
by using their debit and 
EBT cards for her fi nan-
cial benefi t and that of her 
daughter, Harley A. Loth, 
27, Lake Mills.

The total stolen was 
nearly $3,000, according 
to court documents. 

Loth has pleaded not 
guilty to one count of on-
going criminal conduct 
and seven aggravated mis-
demeanor counts of un-
authorized use of a credit 
card. She is scheduled to 
be tried Aug. 27. 

Lake Mills woman 
pleads guilty to thefts 
from dependent adults
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DES MOINES — Iowa 
Gov. Kim Reynolds’ task 
force on government e�  -
ciency has fl oated the idea, 
and Reynolds on Friday did 
not rule it out.

“I’ve said this 100 times. 
… We have to take a look 
at everything,” Reynolds 
told reporters Friday after 
a public bill-signing cere-
mony. “Iowans are going to 
have to decide if they truly 
do want their property taxes 
reduced, then we probably 
are going to have to think 
about how we deliver ser-
vices a little bit di� erently, 
a little bit more e�  ciently.”

Reynolds early this year 
created a state DOGE Task 
Force — named similarly to 
the federal government ef-
fi ciency agency created by 
President Donald Trump 
and formerly headed by tech 
billionaire Elon Musk before 
their recent public fallout. 
Reynolds charged the state 
task force with researching 
ways to make government 
in Iowa operate more e�  -
ciently at all levels.

At its second of four 
scheduled meetings, the 
task force last week fl oated 
as one possible recommen-
dation consolidating some 
Iowa counties to be more 
cost-e� ective in delivering 
government services.

With 99, Iowa has the 
ninth-most counties among 
U.S. states, yet Iowa is just 

31st in population and 26th 
in land mass.

Reynolds said the task 
force and state policymak-
ers must be willing to con-
sider all recommendations 
to ease Iowans’ property tax 
burden, a top goal of state 
lawmakers.

“I’ve come full circle,” 
Reynolds said when asked 
about the task force’s pos-
sible recommendation. Be-
fore becoming governor in 
2017, Reynolds had served 
as lieutenant governor, as a 
state senator, and as Clarke 
County treasurer.

“I remember fi ghting Des 
Moines way back when, 
when they talked about re-
gionalization one week after 
I had just been hired at the 
county treasurer’s o�  ce,” 
Reynolds said. “I went from 
thinking I had the greatest 
job ever to thinking, ‘I’m 
going to lose it in a week.’

“But I also spent time in 
local government. I spent 
time in the (Iowa) Senate. 
I’ve spent time as lieu-
tenant governor, and now 
as governor. And I really 
do have a fairly good un-
derstanding of how those 
all work together, and how 
there truly is a lot of du-
plication in the services,” 
Reynolds said. “And we 
just can’t have that if we’re 
going to try to reduce the 
cost to property owners. 
And they’re screaming for 
change, so they’re going to 
have to be a willing partner 
in that change.”

The Iowa DOGE Task 
Force is tentatively sched-
uled to meet again in Au-
gust, and will formalize and 
make its recommendations 
to the governor and law-
makers this fall.

‘We have to take a 
look at everything’
Reynolds expresses 
openness to 
proposed county 
consolidation

IOWA PBS 

Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds discusses the recently concluded 
legislative session while taping her appearance on Iowa 
PBS’ “Iowa Press” at Iowa PBS studios in Johnston, Iowa, on 
Friday, May 23, 2025.
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Gov. Kim Reynolds delivers the annual Condition of the State 
address on Tuesday at the Iowa State Capitol.
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