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Navigating Retirement?
Planning for retirement can be a little overwhelming but you 
don’t have to go through it alone. We’ll work together to create 
retirement strategies designed to help fit your needs. We’ll focus 
on things like electing Social Security, healthcare, and ways 
to convert your savings into income so when the time is right, 
you can enjoy your retirement the way you’ve always wanted.  
Ready to get started?

Financial Advisors
Bill Feller, JD*, CFP®

Erich Feller, RICP®, CFP®
Eric Miller

(641) 228-4574
120 N. Main Street 
Charles City, IA

Insurance products issued by Principal National Life Insurance Company (except in NY), Principal Life Insurance Company®, and the companies 
available through the Preferred Product Network, Inc. Securities and advisory products offered through Principal Securities, Inc., Member SIPC. 
Referenced companies are members of the Principal Financial Group®, Des Moines, IA 50392. William Feller, Erich Feller, and Eric Miller, Principal 
National and Principal Life Financial Representatives, Principal Securities Registered Representatives, Financial Advisors, and members of the 
Principal® Financial Network. Feller and Associates is not an affiliate of any company of the Principal Financial Group.
AIF® (Accredited Investment Fiduciary®) is an educational designation only, obtained by the holder by completing the requisite coursework.  The 
AIF Designation does not mean the holder is acting in a fiduciary capacity.
*JD is an educational degree and holder does not provide legal services on behalf of the companies of the Principal Financial Group. CFP Board 
owns the marks CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER®, and CFP® (with plaque design) in the U.S. 4335215-032025

*Up to 1m, not intended for swimming. ©2025 Starkey Laboratories, Inc. All Rights Reserved.  6/25  1680902351 

Audibel, the Audibel logo, and Vitality are registered trademarks of Starkey Laboratories, Inc. 

the Freedom of 
the Freedom of Better Hearing!
Better Hearing!

Celebrate
We are celebrating the 4th of July all month long!

EXPIRES: 7/31/25

Schedule Your COMPLIMENTARY Hearing Test Today! 

1610 S. Grand Ave. Charles City, IA 50616NorthIowaHearing.com  ®

Sue Berneman Hearing Instrument Specialist

Call (641) 715-5538 Or Book Your Appointment Online!

Waterproof,*  sweatproof,  everyday proof

Welcome
Baby!
Louden Marks
Date of Birth: July, 2025

Son of: Cody & Kayla Marks, Greene, IA

Delivered by: Judi Halbach, ARNP, CNM

Your Birth, Your Way - FCMC Birth Center
Obstetrics & Midwifery | Charles City | 641-228-6830
private birthing suites • lactation counseling • craniosacral & pelvic floor therapy
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CITY OF CHARLES CITY COUNCIL 
PLANNING SESSION July 16, 2025
Charles City city council met in a planning 

session on July 16, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Zastrow Room at the public library. 

Mayor Dean Andrews presided and the 
following council members were present: De-
Laine Freeseman, Phillip Knighten, Patrick 
Lumley, Phoebe Pittman, and Keith Starr. Also 
present were interim city administrator Dan 
Gifford and city engineer John Fallis.

Mayor Andrews highlighted a new July 
2025 law mandating open meetings and open 
records training for all newly elected or ap-
pointed officials, including those on library 
boards, planning and zoning commissions, etc. 
This training must be completed within 90 days 
of assuming office. The Iowa Public Informa-
tion Board is responsible for overseeing and 
providing the training, while the city clerk will 
track compliance.

Discussions continued on the Lane and 
Brackett Street railroad crossings with Kristo-
pher Klop, Manager of IDOT’s Highway-Rail 
Grade Crossing Safety Programs; Chuck 
Knecht, owner of T&C Machine; and the 
neighboring property/business owners of 1200 
Fisher Street. Mayor Andrews affirmed that 
CPKC is still wanting to close the Lane Street 
crossing. The Knecht’s are agreeable to the 
crossing closure if the Brackett Street cross-
ing can be regraded. The CPKC Railroad will 
agree to pay the city of Charles City $100,000 
(plus $100,000 from the IDOT) for the clos-
ing of the Lane Street crossing, maintain the 
Shelby Street license with the city, and agree 
to submit the Kellogg and E Street crossings 
in the 60-20-20 funding program, with 60% 
funded by the railroad, 20% from the IDOT, 
and 20% from the city. Crucially, the North 
Grand crossing’s signals are interconnected 
for safety with the Lane Street crossing, mean-
ing that upgrading North Grand necessitates 
removing the Lane Street crossing signals. 
Klop stated that the signals can’t be upgraded 
at the Shelby Street crossing because the cur-
rent placement doesn’t meet federal standards, 
they aren’t even on the right side of the road 
due to lack of space. While a physical clo-
sure isn’t “mandatory”, leaving Lane Street 
open without functioning signals would pose 
an unacceptable safety risk that the railroad 
will most likely not allow and would just be 
pushing the full closing of the crossing down 
the road a few years. However, the Brackett 
Street crossing needs to be made accessible 
for regular and low-boy semis, which would 
require regrading. Klop expressed confidence 
that CN would most-likely approve it if the 
city decided to present a plan to regrade the 

Brackett Street crossing, especially since low 
ground clearance crossings are a nationwide 
issue. He also noted that the city would be 
solely responsible for funding this regrading at 
Brackett, as no incentives apply. Engineer Fal-
lis is working on a re-design and cost estimate 
for regrading Brackett Street. Councilmembers 
also asked for cost estimates for building back 
the approaches after the North Grand crossing 
is completed, etc. Klop stated that the city is 
probably looking at a total cost of $250,000-
$300,000. The city council needs to make a 
decision by early 2026.

Council discussed surface water concerns 
on certain streets with street superintendent 
Tony Stonecypher and engineer Fallis. Clark 
Street on the west side of the Brantingham 
Street intersection, Gilbert Street near Sherman 
Creek bridge where stormwater doesn’t drain 
well and creates a condition of standing water, 
and Gilbert Street between Glenwood Road 
and Quality Auto where stormwater flows in 
the eastbound lane instead of draining off the 
surface of the road. Multiple options were dis-
cussed to alleviate the issues. Councilmembers 
asked engineer Fallis for the most cost-effec-
tive options, taking into account that the bridge 
will be replaced in the near future.

The discussion then moved on to notifi-
cations for street closures. Questions arose re-
garding the current methods applicants use to 
inform property owners, specifically whether 
everyone uses the same approach, such as 
in-person notification. Police Chief Anderson 
pointed out that item #5, “All Affected Prop-
erties have been notified? Yes or No,” was in-
advertently left on the form from the previous 
discussion. Council agreed that Chief Ander-
son should remove item #5 entirely. Instead, 
he will add a reminder to the form, instructing 
applicants to publicize the event effectively for 
property owner notification.

Discussion was held on recumbent bikes 
being unable to pass through the pedestrian 
bridge’s west-side bollards. Street superinten-
dent Stonecypher and engineer Fallis presented 
four options to improve access. Removing one 
bollard while keeping the other, was the pre-
ferred solution. Councilmember Starr praised 
this change, noting it will enhance the bridge’s 
walkability and usability. Stonecypher plans 
to contact recumbent bike riders to determine 
the best bollard to remove for easy maneuver-
ability.

Councilmember Starr submitted his let-
ter of resignation to the mayor, effective July 
31, 2025, which creates a vacancy on the city 
council as of August 1. State code 372.13 
states: A vacancy in an elective city office 
during a term of office shall be filled, at the 

council’s option, by one of the two following 
procedures: appointment by the remaining 
members of the council or by special election 
held to fill the office until the next regular elec-
tion on November 4, 2025. Council discussed 
filling the position by appointment, given the 
short duration of the term and the potential 
cost of a special election, which has been es-
timated to be around $10,000. Discussion also 
covered the required publication of intent to fill 
the vacancy and the specifics of the application 
process.

The Council reviewed Hinson Consult-
ing’s revised position profile, which incorpo-
rated changes from the previous meeting and 
some formatting adjustments. They discussed 
further modifications to the profile and job 
description. City Clerk Lentz will forward 
these proposed changes to attorney Sloter for 
review before the final approval at the July 21 
regular meeting. The updated search schedule 
was also reviewed, with key dates including: 
September 8 for a special council meeting to 
select candidates for Zoom interviews, Septem-
ber 10 for the Zoom interviews themselves, and 
September 26 and 27 for in-person interviews 
with finalists.

Interim City Administrator Gifford re-
ported he’s been settling into the role over the 
past few weeks and recently attended meetings 
concerning the pipeline and railroad.

City Clerk Lentz reported that the online 
payment portal remains stalled. gWorks is ac-
tively working with its developers to resolve 
an upload problem on their end. The target for 
availability is mid-August, though an exact 
date has not been provided due to the upload 
issues. ACH auto-withdrawals for utility pay-
ments are still functional. Thanks to the street 
departments guys, the utility payment drop box 
has been moved from the city hall construction 
site, to the temporary city hall location at 507 
Clark Street. Citizens have been notified via a 
sign at the old site, through social media, the 
city website, and signs throughout town.

Councilmember Pittman reported that the 
park and rec master plan is moving forward. 
The inclusive playground dedication will be 
held on July 25. Andrews reported that the 
mural at the YMCA is coming along well, and 
should take about 10-14 days to complete.

There being no further business, the plan-
ning session was adjourned at 8:03pm.

Dean Andrews, Mayor
Attest: Brittney Lentz, City Clerk
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Free Veggies-Floyd County will begin giving away produce at the Lions Club Rose Garden on 
Riverside Drive, from 10 a.m. until noon, on Saturday morning, Aug. 2, and will continue the give-
aways each Saturday through Sept. 27. 

Free weekly produce giveaways 
run on Saturdays through Sept.
To The Press

Free Veggies-Floyd County 
will begin produce giveaways 
on Riverside Drive in the Lions 
Rose Garden this coming Satur-
day, Aug. 2. from 10 a.m. until 
noon.

Produce from Free Veg-

gies-Floyd County is available 
to all, regardless of income.

Giveaways will continue for 
nine Saturdays through Sept. 27.

Local gardeners are encour-
aged to donate extra produce 
that they grow. Donations can 
be brought to the rose garden 

on Saturday mornings an hour 
before the giveaway, or produce 
may be dropped off at the Floyd 
County ISU Extension office 
at 112 N. Main St. Mondays 
through Thursdays until 4:30 
p.m., and Fridays until noon.

Garden 
Academy 
to launch

The Iowa Master Gar-
dener Program, along with 
Iowa State University Ex-
tension and Outreach, will 
launch Garden Academy in 
September 2025, providing 
high-quality gardening edu-
cation for both aspiring Iowa 
Master Gardeners and home 
gardening enthusiasts.

Garden Academy offers a 
comprehensive approach to 
consumer horticulture educa-
tion during 10 weeks of asyn-
chronous online instruction, 
featuring video lectures, read-

ing assignments and quizzes
Interested participants can 

choose from two program tracks: 
Iowa Master Gardener Volunteer 
or Iowa Home Gardener.

All participants, whether they 
are enrolled to become an Iowa 
Master Gardener volunteer or an 
Iowa Home Gardener, will com-
plete the same course, designed 
to enhance horticulture knowl-
edge and skills.

Applications to the Iowa Mas-
ter Gardener Track are open un-
til Aug. 22 on the Iowa Master 
Gardener website, 
http://bit.ly/46xpC0i. 

Iowa Home Gardener partic-
ipants will be able to purchase 
their spots in the course begin-
ning Aug. 25 on the ISU Exten-
sion Store website.

The training period for both 
tracks is Sept. 2 to Nov. 7.


