
Buffalo Center (Iowa) Tribune Wednesday, June 4, 2025 • 3

Letter to the Editor Policy
 The Buffalo Center Tribune welcomes the opinions of 
our readers in the form of letters to the editor, as long as the 
submissions are not in bad taste and refrain from attacking 
individuals without supporting documentation or a rational 
and legally defensible justification. In any event the newspa-
per reserves the sole discretion to decide whether or not a 
reader submission will be published. If your letter is selected 
it will be run on a single occasion and you agree to give us 
the right to publish it in print and digital form. The Tribune 
will not accept letters that are duplicated, reprinted, copied, 
or otherwise reproduced. Letters should be original, type-
written or neatly handwritten. Letters should not exceed 300 
words. Letters exceeding this length could be subject to edit-
ing and may not be published in their entirety.
 The Buffalo Center Tribune does not as a general rule 
print form letters or letters which are also submitted to oth-
er newspapers. We are most interested in sincere person-
al views as opposed to canned publicity releases or talking 

points for an individual or a cause, therefore if a writer can-
not assure us that their submission is individual and person-
al, it may be rejected.

Your Letter to the Editor must include:
• Your	full	name	with	signature
• Your	complete	address
• Your	telephone	number

 Your address and telephone number will not be printed in 
the newspaper, but will be used for verification by newspa-
per editorial staff.
 Unsigned letters and letters containing personal attacks 
the newspaper deems to be of a libelous nature will not be 
published. The Buffalo Center Tribune reserves the right 
to end debate on a topic after both sides have had ample 
chance to express their views. The Buffalo Center Tribune 
reserves the right to edit or refuse all letters. All columns 
and letters on the opinion page are the views of the authors 
and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Tribune.
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Correction and Retraction Policy
 The Buffalo Center Tribune strives for accurate 
and complete news reporting but occasionally we get 
it wrong. In cases where an error has been made we 
will run a correction, clarification, retraction or edi-
tor’s note in the next edition. Our goal in any event 
is to inform readers of corrections clearly and quickly, 
citing the incorrect information and updating with the 
correct information.
 All corrections will be printed on page 2 in the next 
issue published. The correction will denote the issue, ar-
ticle and incorrect information along with the correction. 
Digital corrections will also be made and an editor’s note 
will be added to the bottom of the article in question not-
ing what was inaccurate and noting when the article was 
amended. If the article was posted on Facebook, Twitter 
or any other online medium controlled by the Buffalo 
Center Tribune, a post will be made linking to the cor-
rected article, noting the correction.

OPINION / EDITORIAL

Location: 
116 W K St., Forest City 

Mailing Address: 
PO Box 367, 

Buffalo Center, IA 50424 
Telephone:
641-585-0545

Email:
info@buffalocentertribune.com 

Website: 
buffalocentertribune.com

Office Hours:
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Monday through Friday

Weekly Coverage in 
Buffalo Center and 

Surrounding 
Communities
Founded 1892

 We reserve the right to edit 
any and all copy presented to 
our news department.
 We reserve the right to 
reject any advertising, request 
pre-payment and cancel at 
any time. Contract rates 
available on request. Quantity 
discounts available.

Newsroom
 News Editor: news@buffa-
locentertribune.com, use this 
contact to offer story tips or 
send letters to the editor.
 People/Social News: Call 
641-585-0545 or email info@ 
buffalocentertribune.com. Use 
this contact for engagements, 
anniversaries, weddings, new 
arrivals, achievers and other 
such items.

Obituaries: Inquiries and 
billing information to info@ 
buffalocentertribune.com.

Classified Advertising: 
Call 641-585-0545 or email 
info@buffalocentertribune. 
com

Paper or Internet
Advertising

 Email:
info@buffalocentertribune.com

Administration
 Call 641-585-0545 or email 
info@buffalocentertribune. 
com.

News Tips
 The Buffalo Center Tri-
bune welcomes any and all 
news tips. At the office, call 
641-585-0545 or email news@ 
buffalocentertribune.com. 
 To request a photographer, 
please give at least a day’s 
notice.

Deadlines
Legal Notices .......noon Friday
Classified Ads .......noon Friday
Display Ads ..........noon Friday
Submitted News...noon Friday
Obituaries ......10 a.m. Monday
Breaking News .........................
........................9 a.m. Monday*
Event coverage requests............
.....................................24 hours

*This news may not be 
published in the current issue. 
Didn’t Get Your Paper? 
If you do not receive your 
paper in Wednesday’s mail, 
call the Buffalo Center Post 
Office 641-251-6152 or Buf-
falo Center Tribune at 
641-585-0545.

Mid-America Publishing
1-800-558-1244 133 Ext 

Human Resources 132 Ext 
Billing Department 122 Ext 
Circulation Depart-ment 
111 Ext Custom Print 
Department

Official newspaper for
Winnebago County, 

City of Buffalo Center, 
City of Rake, 

City of Thompson, 
City of Lakota, 

North Iowa School District
Member of

Iowa Newspaper Assn.
National Newspaper Assn. A 
Division of Mid-America 

Publishing Corp.
P.O. Box 29

Hampton IA 50441
 Published weekly at 116 W 
K St., Forest City, IA and 
Periodicals Postage paid at 
Buffalo Center, IA 50424.
 Postmaster: Send address 
changes to: Buffalo Center 
Tribune, PO Box 367, Buffalo 
Center, Iowa 50424

USPS #069-400

Buffalo
CenterTribune

What are you reading?
by Teresa Roth

10 Years Ago
Tribune Files of

June 3, 2015
 LeeAnn Reddel, bride-
to-be of Mitch Mastin, will 
be the guest of honor at an 
open house bridal shower on 
June 6.
 Connor Smith leads 
North Iowa with two medals 
at the State Track meet. 
 Troy Kettwick pitches 
for the ISU Cyclones during 
the regional club baseball 
tournament in Topeka, Kan-
sas. ISU won the tournament 
to advance to the club base-
ball World Series.

 20 Years Ago

Tribune Files of
June 2, 2005

 Kelly Smith reigns as 
the King for the North Iowa 
Band Festival 2005.
 Top scholars for the 
Class of 2005 are Rachel 
Hanson, Micah Johnson and 
Kelly Smith.
 Leon Anderson, Diane 
Matthias, Rod Hansen and 
Phil Oftedahl were guests of 
honor for a retirement recep-
tion at the NI Schools.

30 Years Ago
Tribune Files of

June 1, 1995
 A farewell/thank you re-
ception was held for Claire 

Rustemier in the lunch room 
at BCRLT. She is retiring af-
ter 34 years as an educator.
 Tyler Alan Roth, son 
of Michael and Diane Roth, 
was born April 26. He has an 
older brother, Michael Jr., 2.
 Rick and Barb Hofbauer 
rejoice in the birth of their 
son, Joshua Robert, born 
May 19.

40 Years Ago
Tribune Files of

June 6, 1985
 The Buffalo Center Vol-
unteer Fire Department was 
called to the Todd Kiewiet 
farm after a bearing on a corn 
dryer stirrator overheated.
 The Buffalo Center Jay-
cees recently elected officers 
for 1985-1986: Mike Hasse-
broek, President; Ron Ennen 

and Doug Sunde, Co-Mem-
bership-Vice-Presidents; Bart 
Winter, State Director; Jon 
Steinfeldt, Secretary; Jim En-
gle, Treasurer; Rod Wubben, 
Vice-President.
 James T. Murray recently 
accepted a position as chef at 
the Pheasant Run in Mason 
City. 

50 Years Ago
Tribune Files of

June 5, 1975
 Killer dogs raided the 
used machinery lot belonging 
to Jensvold’s Inc. Thursday 
night or early Friday morning 
and all but destroyed a flock 
of 30 sheep.
 35 truckloads of refuse 
and assorted materials were 
cleaned out of Buffalo Center 

during the annual clean up 
week.
 Mr. and Mrs. Francis 
Hardy announce the en-
gagement of their daughter, 
Linda, to Gary Friesenborg 
of Buffalo Center.

60 Years Ago
Tribune Files of

June 3, 1965
 Michael Heitland and 
Mark Edwards will be at-
tending Hawkeye Boys State. 
 Creed speaking winner 

– Joan Smith and Debbie En-
nen were the local winners 
in the Country Girls Creed 
Speaking Contest. One of 
them will be selected to rep-
resent the Buffalo township 
clubs in the creed contest to 
be held at Rally Day.

North Iowa Commencement Address
By Alyssa Olson
 Graduation is filled with 
countless thank yous, and 
that most definitely applies 
to my speech. Throughout 
our years at North Iowa, we 
have been blessed with amaz-
ing teachers and amazing 
memories alike. We would 
like to extend our gratitude 
to our teachers and staff by 
highlighting a few here today. 
 To our favorite math 
teacher, Mrs. Accola-Sa-

bin. Thank you for staying 
that extra year – none of us 
wanted to try and learn the 
square root of a function 
from anyone else. My person-
al favorite memory of class 
with Mrs. Accola was every 
time Brendan tried juggling, 
and Mrs. Accola hassled him, 
he would drop the balls. I’ve 
missed our conversations 
about life, college, and mem-
ories this year. Through the 
easy problems to comprehend 

and the difficult ones (where 
we all definitely got scolded 
for not understanding), Mrs. 
Accola got us through them 
all. I am definitely still ter-
rified of the haunted places 
on Simpson campus because 
of her. Thank you for every-
thing Mrs. Accola-Sabin, and 
I hope you never lose your 
tenacious spirit.
 Mr. Wilderman is up 
next. We a l l have many 
memories with Wilderman 

in both the classroom and 
in a coaching setting. Some 
of my favorites have been 
Wilderman doing pushups 
after we won the girls home 
track meet and when Aisha 
and I were doing a lab and 
almost set the lab station on 
fire. First hour chemistry was 
something else, I’m sure all 
of us who were there still re-
member, “KING”. Thank you 

 I hope everyone had a 
wonderful weekend! We had 
Mariah’s birthday, attended 
a soccer meet in Spirit Lake 
for Maverick, and had Henry 
and Lydia. We were busy but 
had a wonderful time. 
 Carole Kettiwick sent in 
a book review:
 “A short time ago, I fin-
ished a book entitled ‘The 
Berry Pickers’ by Amanda 

Peters. This is the debut novel 
by this author. She lives in 
Nova Scotia and teaches 
in the English and Theatre 
department at Acadia Uni-
versity. This novel has been 
recommended many times on 
the book sites that I follow 
and also, once again, when I 
saw the cover, it drew me in. 
I really enjoy picking up little 
bits of history when I read. 
This one could be considered 
a bit more ‘story’ than histo-
ry, but I felt good about the 
broader understanding I now 

have of the difficulties some 
cultures have faced over the 
years.
 “The story is primarily 
about Ruthie and Joe. They 
are siblings in a family of 
Indigenous workers from 
Nova Scotia, a Mi’kmaq 
family. Every summer, they 
would leave Nova Scotia for 
Maine to pick blueberries. 
They would stay in simple 
cabins or tents, and even 
though it was difficult work, 
there were good times but 

some unpleasant memories, 
as well. 
 “In addition to being 
about Joe and the family, 
this story is a mystery that 
has to do with Ruthie. And 
the way this author weaves 
the story back and forth 
between 1962 and many 
years into the future makes 
for some great reading. If 
you enjoy historical fiction 
but you feel you have read 
enough about World War 
One and Two, you might 
enjoy this book, as it is a 

totally different topic. I re-
ally appreciated her writing 
and enjoyed broadening my 
horizons a bit. I would high-
ly recommend this book! 
Enjoy!”
 Be watching for sum-
mer program details from 
the local libraries. Make 
sure and attend the magi-
cian in Lakota on June 9th. 
It sounds like it will be a 
great show.
 Have a great week, en-
joy the weather, and grab 
that unforgettable book!

Alyssa Olson

Keeping wild babies wild

 Every year, especially in 
the spring and early summer, 
we get calls from well-mean-
ing people wanting to know 
what they should do with 
the little “orphaned” bird 
or mammal they have just 

found. Many people are sur-
prised by our usual answer. 
We usually tell them to leave 
it just where it belongs—in 
the wild.
 That’s because young an-
imals are rarely abandoned by 
their parents. In almost all 
cases, when you see a baby 
animal alone, the mother is 
nearby. In nature, parents 
need to leave their young 
occasionally to find food. 
And when they do, unlike 
humans, they usually leave 
their babies alone. But, the 
young animals are usually 
well-camouflaged for protec-
tion and instinctively know 
to remain quiet and still 
while their parents are gone.
 Often, it also appears 
to many people that a young 
bird has fallen out of its nest. 
But, most young birds that 
people come across are sim-
ply learning how to fly, under 

the watchful eye of a nearby 
parent. No young bird can 
learn how to fly by sitting in 
its nest; that is something it 
learns quickly after hopping 
out of the nest for the first 
time. Unfortunately, many 
well-meaning people take 
these birds and either put 
them back in the nest or take 
them home “to save them.” 
In most cases, though, the 
mother is nearby watching 
over the young bird and, in 
too many cases, watching 
people carry off her offspring.
 So, when should you 
step in? Very tiny birds whose 
eyes are still closed, or that 
have no feathers, obviously 
are not learning to f ly yet 
and probably did fall out of 
their nest. Those birds can 
be gently returned to their 
nest. Otherwise, most wild-
life experts recommend that 
you only step in when it is 

obvious that an animal is 
injured or in imminent dan-
ger. And, simply being “alone” 
does not qualify. If an animal 
is injured or in danger, it is 
best to contact a wildlife pro-
fessional to come retrieve the 
animal. 
 Also, it is never recom-
mended that you try to raise 
a young animal on your own. 
Not only is it illegal to do so, 
but only licensed rehabilita-
tors know the proper nutri-
tional needs of various wild-
life species and know how 
to raise them. In addition, 
young animals often require 
feeding every 2-4 hours, both 
day and night—a schedule 
that few people are willing 
to keep up for long! Unfor-
tunately, most young animals 
usually die under the care of 
considerate people who as-
sume they know what’s best 
for a baby animal. Finally, it 

is important to remember 
that many wild animals do 
carry diseases and even the 
cutest babies will bite or 
scratch if they feel threatened.
 The fact is that wild 
animals, even baby animals, 
belong in the wild. The par-
ents of these young animals 
know much better how to 
take care of their young 
than we do and are better 
equipped to do so. It is true 
that many young animals do 
die before they reach matu-
rity, and many people feel 
bad about that. But, as cruel 
as that may seem to us, it is 
Mother Nature’s way of en-
suring that the strongest and 
healthiest young survive to 
produce strong and healthy 
offspring of their own. So, 
one of the best ways we can 
help Mother Nature out is to 
watch her with wonder—and 
not interfere.

Welcome to 
Your Outdoors

By Lisa Ralls, Winnebago County Naturalist

Future of property rights in governor’s hands

 The future of every Io-
wan’s right to own private 
property rests in the hands 
of Governor Kim Reyn-
olds. At question is wheth-

er the Governor will sign 
HF639 into law to curtail 
the use of eminent domain 
for CO2 pipelines by pri-
vate companies for profit 
without public necessity. 
Hundreds of impacted 
Iowa landowners anxiously 
await her decision.
 Su m m it  C a rb on 
Solutions has condition-
al approval to exercise 
eminent domain to take 
our land for its Midwest 

Carbon Express under the 
authority of the Iowa Util-
ities Commission (IUC). 
Landowners have pushed 
back against Summit’s 
plan since 2021 when we 
first received certified let-
ters and realized this isn’t 

“just another pipeline.” 
 It will not transport 
oil, natural gas, water, or 
any other substance need-
ed for public comfort and 
convenience. Summit’s 

CO2 pipeline is a private 
project aimed at reaping 
hundreds of billions of 
dollars in taxpayer-funded 
45Q carbon credits for every 
metric ton of CO2 captured 
and sequestered in the cav-
erns of western North Dako-
ta.
 The bill on Governor 
Reynold’s desk will not stop 
the construction of Summit’s 
pipeline. It will, however, 
curb the use of eminent do-

main by requiring the compa-
ny to build its pipeline solely 
with voluntary easements. 
Those who do not want a 
hazardous CO2 pipeline on 
their property will not be 
forced to do so. HF639 will 
also protect landowners from 
catastrophic monetary loss by 
requiring pipeline companies 
to carry liability insurance or 
pay increased premiums on 

Read More 
Commencement on page 6

Read More Property on 
page 6


