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10 Years Ago This 
Week 2015

• AGWSR senior Clay 
Meinders became his 
school’s first-ever Drake 
Relays champion last 
Thursday with a hercule-
an effort at the state’s pre-
mier track and field meet. 
Meinders led through-
out the competition and 
uncorked a career-best 
59-foot, 5 ½-inch effort 
on his final throw of the 
competition. Meinders 
won by more than 4 ½ 
feet over Lisbon’s Keegan 
Tritle, the same athlete 
who beat him in the last 
two Class 1A state meets.

• Donna Ramundt 
and Linda Rekward of 
GNB Bank present week 
one winner, Heroni-
mus, Schmidt, Allen and 
Schroeder Law Office, 
with their coffee break.

• Peoples Savings Bank 
presented the Dike El-
ementary with “The 
ABC’s of Saving Money” 
for Teach Children to 
Save Day. Tiffany Asche 
and Karla Meester from 
Peoples Savings Bank 
visited with Mrs. Brown 
and Mrs. Luhring’s Sec-
ond-grade classes and 
taught a lesson to the 
students about saving for 
wants versus spending for 
needs.

• Playing at the Cen-
ter Theatre this week is 
“The Longest Ride” and 
“Home in 3D.”

 
25 Years Ago This 

Week 2000
• Sunshine, tempera-

tures approaching 70 
F and ample advance 
preparation made condi-
tions favorable for farm-
ers throughout Grundy 
County to work in their 
fields Monday afternoon, 
April 24. Shown here is 
Mark Eilers planting corn 
in a filed near his farm 
southwest of Holland.

• Emily Hendricks 
holds the bucket while 
son Dylan fills it with 
the chocolate goodies he 
found during Saturday’s 
Easter Egg Hunt while 
Grandma Nancy Haren 
looks on.

• GNB vault teller Kim 
Lashbrook shows interest-
ed sixth graders “behind 
the scenes” of the teller 
line.

• Playing at the Center 
Theatre this week is “Erin 
Brockovich.”

50 Years Ago This 
Week 1975

• Star farmer of tomor-
row Tim Haverkamp was 
awarded the Iowa Farmer 
Degree at the Iowa FFA 
leadership Conference in 
Sioux City last Thurs-
day, Friday and Saturday. 
Tim, shown here with his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Marvin Haverkamp of 
Holland, is president of 
the Grundy Center FFA 
chapter. Only two percent 
of the state FFA member-
ship is selected each year 
to receive the award.

• Bundled up to ward 
off the spring chill, City 

Water Works Department 
employee Jim Copeman 
hoses down the interior 
of the municipal swim-
ming pool in preparation 
for next month’s sched-
uled opening. The paral-
lel black lines are racing 
lanes painted on the bot-
tom of the pool.

• The Grundy County 
Association of libraries 
met at the Dike Public Li-
brary last Monday. Board 
members, trustees and li-
braries of the six public li-
braries of Grundy County 
were in attendance. The 
six libraries were Grundy 
Center, Reinbeck, Well-
sburg, Beaman, Conrad 
and Dike.

• Playing at the Cen-
ter Theatre this week is 
“Swiss Family Robinson.”

 
75 Years Ago This 

Week 1950
• With Betty Flick-

inger, county extension 
home economist, is Mrs. 
Mildred K. Wellman 
of Iowa State college, 
who presented a talk on 
“Women’s Place in the 
Changing World”; Mrs. 
Eldon Rosene, of Madrid, 
who talked on the Unit-
ed Nations; Mrs. John 
Murdock, County Chair-
man; Mrs. Forrest Mul-
lenix, County Citizen-
ship Chairman and Miss 
Louise Murphy, County 
Nurse.

• A severe wind of twist-
er proportions snapped a 
large tree in front of the J. 
Vanderwicken residence 
at about 6 p.m. Sunday. 
The tree narrowly missed 
crushing the house when 
it fell, damaging only the 
southeast corner of the 
residence.

• There were eight bid-
ders for the new bridge 
that will be construct-
ed near the John Nelson 
farm north of Morrison. 
The Low bid for the 
bridge job was by Amos 
Melberry, Cedar Rapids. 
His price is $21,864 and 
he was awarded the con-
tract.

• Playing at the Center 
Theatre this week is “Not 
Wanted”, “Fighting Man 
of the Plains” and “Cry of 
the City.”
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By John Jensen
Mid-America Publishing

I spent much of last
week working on the cau-
cus preview that you see
in this week’s papers.
Though I don’t get into the
details of politics and de-
spise the infighting that is
a huge part of the game to-
day, I enjoy learning about
candidates and the ones I
feel best fit my views. In
the fairness of not wanting
to upset anyone, I’m go-
ing to keep my individual
feelings on the candidates
private. I will, however,
say I found someone who
won’t win the election this
year whom I hope will run
again in the future at a
time when they have a bet-
ter chance.

I don’t think I’ll be
speaking out of turn to
anyone by saying that to-
day’s political scene is too
slanted. Either the candi-
dates are too far right for
my tastes or too far left.
Finding a centrist candi-
date whom I feel will work
with others for the good of
our country is tough.

Writing the candidate
profiles was harder than I
expected. It’s a balancing
act in attempting to be
fair to every candidate. I
try very, very hard to pres-
ent information without
showing any bias, which
is something that so many
news sources have gotten
away from. One group of
profiles that I read seemed
to be written by someone
with an agenda, as they
slammed several candi-
dates views on issues as
either untrue or seemingly
against the way they felt.
That’s not journalism. A
journalist’s job is to pres-
ent the information. It’s
your job to decide if you
agree with it or not.

As I’ve written before,
I enjoy caucus night (or
any election night) simply
because I like to see what
has happened after a long
campaign season. This 
year, however, didn’t feel
as long as some of the past
caucus years. Maybe that’s
because Democrats are no
longer first-in-the-nation
here in Iowa or maybe it
started later. More likely,
however, is that it’s a pretty
safe bet that we knew who
would be the two parties’
nominees as soon as Pres-
ident Biden and former
president Trump indicated
that they would run again
this year.

•   •   •
I was struck last week, as

I’m sure you were, by the
school shooting in Per-
ry. This is not a town I’m
familiar with – I’ve been
through it once and have
never been to the school
there – but the fact that it
was in Iowa (despite the
fact that I live closer to
towns in three other states)
was absolutely stunning.

I have covered school is-
sues for most of my career, 
including much of the time 
when I was a sports report-
er. Safety has been a fre-
quent topic of conversation 
– most schools take it very, 
very seriously – and I’ve 
seen things change drasti-
cally over the past 30 years.

I remember thinking
it was odd in the late 90s
when I visited WACO
High School in Wayland
and was required to sign
in and wear something
around my neck identi-
fying myself as a visitor.
It was maybe 10 years lat-
er at Vinton-Shellsburg’s
new high school when I
went through the first tru-
ly secure entryway and a
few years later, at AGWSR
High School in Ackley, that
I came upon the first cam-
era entryway. All of these
things seemed different
and, dare I say, excessive at
the time. Yet now I find it
unusual when I don’t run
into these things.

So what’s next? Met-
al detectors? Even in our
small school districts? I
think so. All it takes is one
person, be they a student,
parent or even staff mem-
ber, to cause a tragedy.
And if something can hap-
pen in Perry, which is fair-
ly small and fairly rural, it
could certainly happen in
Allamakee, Butler, Clay-
ton or Grundy Counties,
all of which I cover events
in on a very regular basis.

Thursday was one of
those days when I was glad
I don’t have kids. Even sit-
ting more than 200 miles
from Perry, I would have
wanted nothing more than
to go home and hug them.

•   •   •
Within the past year,

I’ve begun watching a lot
of travel videos on You-
Tube. Most of them detail
f lights to sometimes-ex-
otic locations while others
are challenges within the
United States.

These and my recent
flight to Florida got me
thinking about what it
would take to get to every
state within the U.S. that I
haven’t been to. Nearest I
can tell, this entails about 16
states, as I spent a lot of time
in the tightly-bunched New
England states when I was a
kid, have made quite a few
trips to the Southeast as an
adult and have made a few
trips out west over the years.

States I’ll need to pick
up to complete my “Full
Jensen” are Alaska, Ari-
zona, Delaware (I might
have passed through Del-
aware but am not certain),
Idaho, Louisiana, Maine,
Montana, Nevada, New
Mexico, North Dakota,
Oregon, South Carolina,
South Dakota, Texas, Utah
and Wyoming.

Some of these states will
be easier than others to get
to. I could pick up several
on a couple of long-dis-
tance rail journeys that
I’ve considered taking and
at least one other is close
enough that I could pick it
up on a weekend road trip.

A few, however, will be
a bit more challenging –
specifically the three East
Coast states I haven’t been
to – Delaware, Maine and
South Carolina.

Last year I serious-
ly considered taking a
rail trip from La Crosse
to either Seattle or Port-
land and back, ultimately
choosing not to when time
got the best of me. Yet that
trip remains the best way
for me to pick up several
North Dakota, Montana,
Idaho, Washington and
maybe even Oregon. An-
other train, which I would
have to pick up in Fort
Madison, could pick up
Texas, New Mexico and
Arizona. I could pick up
Nevada on a simple (and
inexpensive) f light to Las
Vegas and South Dakota is
an easy enough drive from
here. That leaves Dela-
ware, Maine, South Caro-
lina, Utah, Wyoming and,
of course, Alaska.

Delaware is tough be-
cause it’s the only state in
the country without com-
mercial air service, mean-
ing that I would need to
fly into either Baltimore
or Washington, D.C. and
rent a car to get there.
That or drive out there.
Maine and South Carolina
have commercial air ser-
vice, but nothing I could
pass through on my way
to somewhere else. Out
west, it wouldn’t be tough
to pick up Utah and Wy-
oming on the same trip,
leaving only Alaska before
my goal and that’s, obvi-
ously, another f light.

Will I make it? It’s not
out of the question. This
year’s goal is to catch at
least a couple of new places
… maybe on one of those
train trips. Or I could take
a bus … or not.

EDITORIALEDITORIAL

The Grundy Register welcomes the opinions of our readers in the form of
letters to the editor, as long as the submissions are not in bad taste and refrain
from attacking individuals without supporting documentation or a rational
and legally defensible justification. In any event the newspaper reserves the sole
discretion to decide whether or not a reader submission will be published. If your
letter is selected it will be run on a single occasion and you agree to give us the
right to publish it in print and digital form. The Grundy Register will not accept
letters that are duplicated, reprinted, copied, or otherwise reproduced. Letters
should be original, typewritten or neatly handwritten. Letters should not exceed
300 words. Letters exceeding this length could be subject to editing and may not
be published in their entirety.

The Grundy Register does not as a general rule print form letters or letters
which are also submitted to other newspapers. We are most interested in sincere
personal views as opposed to canned publicity releases or talking points for an
individual or a cause, therefore if a writer cannot assure us that their submission is
individual and personal, it may be rejected.

Your Letter to the Editor must include:
 • Your full name with signature
 • Your complete address
 • Your telephone number
Your address and telephone number will not be printed in the newspaper, but

will be used for verification by newspaper editorial staff.
Unsigned letters and letters containing personal attacks the newspaper deems

to be of a libelous nature will not be published. The Grundy Register reserves the
right to end debate on a topic after both sides have had ample chance to express
their views. The Grundy Register reserves the right to edit or refuse all letters. All
columns and letters on the opinion page are the views of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect the views of The Grundy Register.

Letter to the Editor Policy Correction and Retraction Policy
The Grundy Register strives for accurate and complete news reporting
but occasionally we get it wrong. In cases where an error has been
made we will run a correction, clarification, retraction or editor’s note
in the next edition. Our goal in any event is to inform readers of
corrections clearly and quickly, citing the incorrect information and
updating with the correct information.

All corrections will be printed on page 2A in the next issue published.
The correction will denote the issue, article and incorrect information
along with the correction. Digital corrections will also be made and
an editor’s note will be added to the bottom of the article in question
noting what was inaccurate and noting when the article was amended.
If the article was posted on Facebook, Twitter or any other online me-
dium controlled by The Grundy Register, a post will be made linking
to the corrected article, noting the correction.
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10 Years Ago This Week 2013
• Members of the Grundy Center City Council presented

outgoing Mayor Rex Van Wert with a plaque honoring his
years of service to the city. Pictured with Van Wert are coun-
cil members Chad Hamann, Dave Stefl, Janetta Miller, Al
Kiewiet and new Mayor Brian Buthrow.

• Monday’s extreme cold snap was the most significant to hit
the area in more than 15 years, though problems caused by
the temperatures were somewhat limited according to local
officials. Official low temperature readings of 19 degrees be-
low zero in Grundy Center both Sunday and Monday were
the coolest since 1996 but failed to reach record levels for
those dates, which were minus 27 on Jan. 5, 1924 and minus
26 on Jan. 6, 1912.

• Jordan Stoner shoots for two of his 11 points in Grundy Cen-
ter’s game against Aplington-Parkersburg.

• Playing at the Center Theatre this week is “Frozen 3D” and
“Anchorman 2.”

25 Years Ago This Week 1998
• Clean up continues following a weekend snowstorm that

dumped 13.5 inches of snow in Grundy County. The storm
began New Year’s Eve when the area received 3.5 inches in-
stead of the predicted one-inch of snow. On Saturday, eight
inches of snow combined with single digit temperatures and
40 mph wind gusts to create near-blizzard conditions for mo-
torists.

• Three lucky winners of Grundy National Bank’s Shazam-
Chek “Use It, Cruise It” promotion have found a way to beat
the Iowa cold. Darla Huisman, Jan Eberline and Sylvia Ly-
ons each won a three-day Carnival Cruise package for two to
the Caribbean by registering debit card receipts using GNB’s
new ShazamChek.

• The Grundy County Board of Supervisors convened Mon-
day and elected its chair and vice chair for the year. Elmer
Willms was elected Chair with Bernard Eilderts elected Vice
Chair. Other members of the Board are Verne Eberline, Le-
land Arends and Don Schildroth.

• Playing at the Center Theatre this week is “The Waterboy.”
50 Years Ago This Week 1973

• The Board of Education of Grundy County’s five commu-
nity school districts have decided not to alter school hours
because of daylight savings time.

• A Grundy Center woman, Mrs. Joseph (Billie) Sonderman,
this week was named director of Grundy County’s new vol-
unteer program. Area churches and the court are providing
the financial support. Mrs. Sonderman is now in the process
of lining up “people finders” in area communities to work
with juveniles, elderly and needy.

• Grundy Center Community School’s experiment with a
two-sport double feature produced winners Tuesday night in
wrestling and boys basketball. This marked the first time the
two teams have appeared from the turnout, despite inclimate
weather, that the trial was a success. The Grundy Center
wrestling team defeated Alden 31-21. Grundy Center basket-
ball defeated Don Bosco of Gilbertville 65-31.

• Playing at the Center Theatre this week is “Dillinger” and
“The Stone Killer.”

75 Years Ago This Week 1948
• Average price $243 for Grundy land in 1948. Land sold

during the year averaged $17 an acre higher than in 1947.
• Minced ham sandwiches make many Grundy Center wom-

en sick.  Many Grundy Center women became ill during the
past ten days and four of them are being treated in hospitals.
All of those who are afflicted attended a meeting of the La-
dies’ Aid Society of the First Presbyterian Church in Grundy
Center on Dec. 15th.

• In view of the epidemic proportions of infantile paralysis and
the tremendous expenses incurred fighting the disease during
1948, Grundy county residents are urged to double their con-
tributions to the 1949 March of Dimes campaign.

• Playing at the Center Theatre this week is “The Enchanted
Valley”, “Eyes of Texas”, “Tap Roots” and “Out of the Past.”

CENTER THEATRE
602 7th St • Grundy Center • 1-800-682-6345

www.grundycentertheatre.com

Adults: $3 | Kids & Seniors $1

STARTING
JJaann.. 1122

Showing Friday, Jan. 12 thru
Tuesday, Jan. 16 at 7 p.m.

“THE BOYS IN THE BOAT”
true story • PG-13 (Language) • 

2 Hours

““MMIIGGRRAATTIIOONN”” animated/
family • PG • 90 Minutes

Please note Center 
Theatre is closed on 

Wednesday & 
Thursday

From the

Cheap
Seats
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By John Jensen
Mid-America Publishing

I spent much of last
week working on the cau-
cus preview that you see
in this week’s papers.
Though I don’t get into the
details of politics and de-
spise the infighting that is
a huge part of the game to-
day, I enjoy learning about
candidates and the ones I
feel best fit my views. In
the fairness of not wanting
to upset anyone, I’m go-
ing to keep my individual
feelings on the candidates
private. I will, however,
say I found someone who
won’t win the election this
year whom I hope will run
again in the future at a
time when they have a bet-
ter chance.

I don’t think I’ll be
speaking out of turn to
anyone by saying that to-
day’s political scene is too
slanted. Either the candi-
dates are too far right for
my tastes or too far left.
Finding a centrist candi-
date whom I feel will work
with others for the good of
our country is tough.

Writing the candidate
profiles was harder than I
expected. It’s a balancing
act in attempting to be
fair to every candidate. I
try very, very hard to pres-
ent information without
showing any bias, which
is something that so many
news sources have gotten
away from. One group of
profiles that I read seemed
to be written by someone
with an agenda, as they
slammed several candi-
dates views on issues as
either untrue or seemingly
against the way they felt.
That’s not journalism. A
journalist’s job is to pres-
ent the information. It’s
your job to decide if you
agree with it or not.

As I’ve written before,
I enjoy caucus night (or
any election night) simply
because I like to see what
has happened after a long
campaign season. This 
year, however, didn’t feel
as long as some of the past
caucus years. Maybe that’s
because Democrats are no
longer first-in-the-nation
here in Iowa or maybe it
started later. More likely,
however, is that it’s a pretty
safe bet that we knew who
would be the two parties’
nominees as soon as Pres-
ident Biden and former
president Trump indicated
that they would run again
this year.

•   •   •
I was struck last week, as

I’m sure you were, by the
school shooting in Per-
ry. This is not a town I’m
familiar with – I’ve been
through it once and have
never been to the school
there – but the fact that it
was in Iowa (despite the
fact that I live closer to
towns in three other states)
was absolutely stunning.

I have covered school is-
sues for most of my career, 
including much of the time 
when I was a sports report-
er. Safety has been a fre-
quent topic of conversation 
– most schools take it very, 
very seriously – and I’ve 
seen things change drasti-
cally over the past 30 years.

I remember thinking
it was odd in the late 90s
when I visited WACO
High School in Wayland
and was required to sign
in and wear something
around my neck identi-
fying myself as a visitor.
It was maybe 10 years lat-
er at Vinton-Shellsburg’s
new high school when I
went through the first tru-
ly secure entryway and a
few years later, at AGWSR
High School in Ackley, that
I came upon the first cam-
era entryway. All of these
things seemed different
and, dare I say, excessive at
the time. Yet now I find it
unusual when I don’t run
into these things.

So what’s next? Met-
al detectors? Even in our
small school districts? I
think so. All it takes is one
person, be they a student,
parent or even staff mem-
ber, to cause a tragedy.
And if something can hap-
pen in Perry, which is fair-
ly small and fairly rural, it
could certainly happen in
Allamakee, Butler, Clay-
ton or Grundy Counties,
all of which I cover events
in on a very regular basis.

Thursday was one of
those days when I was glad
I don’t have kids. Even sit-
ting more than 200 miles
from Perry, I would have
wanted nothing more than
to go home and hug them.

•   •   •
Within the past year,

I’ve begun watching a lot
of travel videos on You-
Tube. Most of them detail
f lights to sometimes-ex-
otic locations while others
are challenges within the
United States.

These and my recent
flight to Florida got me
thinking about what it
would take to get to every
state within the U.S. that I
haven’t been to. Nearest I
can tell, this entails about 16
states, as I spent a lot of time
in the tightly-bunched New
England states when I was a
kid, have made quite a few
trips to the Southeast as an
adult and have made a few
trips out west over the years.

States I’ll need to pick
up to complete my “Full
Jensen” are Alaska, Ari-
zona, Delaware (I might
have passed through Del-
aware but am not certain),
Idaho, Louisiana, Maine,
Montana, Nevada, New
Mexico, North Dakota,
Oregon, South Carolina,
South Dakota, Texas, Utah
and Wyoming.

Some of these states will
be easier than others to get
to. I could pick up several
on a couple of long-dis-
tance rail journeys that
I’ve considered taking and
at least one other is close
enough that I could pick it
up on a weekend road trip.

A few, however, will be
a bit more challenging –
specifically the three East
Coast states I haven’t been
to – Delaware, Maine and
South Carolina.

Last year I serious-
ly considered taking a
rail trip from La Crosse
to either Seattle or Port-
land and back, ultimately
choosing not to when time
got the best of me. Yet that
trip remains the best way
for me to pick up several
North Dakota, Montana,
Idaho, Washington and
maybe even Oregon. An-
other train, which I would
have to pick up in Fort
Madison, could pick up
Texas, New Mexico and
Arizona. I could pick up
Nevada on a simple (and
inexpensive) f light to Las
Vegas and South Dakota is
an easy enough drive from
here. That leaves Dela-
ware, Maine, South Caro-
lina, Utah, Wyoming and,
of course, Alaska.

Delaware is tough be-
cause it’s the only state in
the country without com-
mercial air service, mean-
ing that I would need to
fly into either Baltimore
or Washington, D.C. and
rent a car to get there.
That or drive out there.
Maine and South Carolina
have commercial air ser-
vice, but nothing I could
pass through on my way
to somewhere else. Out
west, it wouldn’t be tough
to pick up Utah and Wy-
oming on the same trip,
leaving only Alaska before
my goal and that’s, obvi-
ously, another f light.

Will I make it? It’s not
out of the question. This
year’s goal is to catch at
least a couple of new places
… maybe on one of those
train trips. Or I could take
a bus … or not.

EDITORIALEDITORIAL

The Grundy Register welcomes the opinions of our readers in the form of
letters to the editor, as long as the submissions are not in bad taste and refrain
from attacking individuals without supporting documentation or a rational
and legally defensible justification. In any event the newspaper reserves the sole
discretion to decide whether or not a reader submission will be published. If your
letter is selected it will be run on a single occasion and you agree to give us the
right to publish it in print and digital form. The Grundy Register will not accept
letters that are duplicated, reprinted, copied, or otherwise reproduced. Letters
should be original, typewritten or neatly handwritten. Letters should not exceed
300 words. Letters exceeding this length could be subject to editing and may not
be published in their entirety.

The Grundy Register does not as a general rule print form letters or letters
which are also submitted to other newspapers. We are most interested in sincere
personal views as opposed to canned publicity releases or talking points for an
individual or a cause, therefore if a writer cannot assure us that their submission is
individual and personal, it may be rejected.

Your Letter to the Editor must include:
 • Your full name with signature
 • Your complete address
 • Your telephone number
Your address and telephone number will not be printed in the newspaper, but

will be used for verification by newspaper editorial staff.
Unsigned letters and letters containing personal attacks the newspaper deems

to be of a libelous nature will not be published. The Grundy Register reserves the
right to end debate on a topic after both sides have had ample chance to express
their views. The Grundy Register reserves the right to edit or refuse all letters. All
columns and letters on the opinion page are the views of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect the views of The Grundy Register.

Letter to the Editor Policy Correction and Retraction Policy
The Grundy Register strives for accurate and complete news reporting
but occasionally we get it wrong. In cases where an error has been
made we will run a correction, clarification, retraction or editor’s note
in the next edition. Our goal in any event is to inform readers of
corrections clearly and quickly, citing the incorrect information and
updating with the correct information.

All corrections will be printed on page 2A in the next issue published.
The correction will denote the issue, article and incorrect information
along with the correction. Digital corrections will also be made and
an editor’s note will be added to the bottom of the article in question
noting what was inaccurate and noting when the article was amended.
If the article was posted on Facebook, Twitter or any other online me-
dium controlled by The Grundy Register, a post will be made linking
to the corrected article, noting the correction.
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10 Years Ago This Week 2013
• Members of the Grundy Center City Council presented

outgoing Mayor Rex Van Wert with a plaque honoring his
years of service to the city. Pictured with Van Wert are coun-
cil members Chad Hamann, Dave Stefl, Janetta Miller, Al
Kiewiet and new Mayor Brian Buthrow.

• Monday’s extreme cold snap was the most significant to hit
the area in more than 15 years, though problems caused by
the temperatures were somewhat limited according to local
officials. Official low temperature readings of 19 degrees be-
low zero in Grundy Center both Sunday and Monday were
the coolest since 1996 but failed to reach record levels for
those dates, which were minus 27 on Jan. 5, 1924 and minus
26 on Jan. 6, 1912.

• Jordan Stoner shoots for two of his 11 points in Grundy Cen-
ter’s game against Aplington-Parkersburg.

• Playing at the Center Theatre this week is “Frozen 3D” and
“Anchorman 2.”

25 Years Ago This Week 1998
• Clean up continues following a weekend snowstorm that

dumped 13.5 inches of snow in Grundy County. The storm
began New Year’s Eve when the area received 3.5 inches in-
stead of the predicted one-inch of snow. On Saturday, eight
inches of snow combined with single digit temperatures and
40 mph wind gusts to create near-blizzard conditions for mo-
torists.

• Three lucky winners of Grundy National Bank’s Shazam-
Chek “Use It, Cruise It” promotion have found a way to beat
the Iowa cold. Darla Huisman, Jan Eberline and Sylvia Ly-
ons each won a three-day Carnival Cruise package for two to
the Caribbean by registering debit card receipts using GNB’s
new ShazamChek.

• The Grundy County Board of Supervisors convened Mon-
day and elected its chair and vice chair for the year. Elmer
Willms was elected Chair with Bernard Eilderts elected Vice
Chair. Other members of the Board are Verne Eberline, Le-
land Arends and Don Schildroth.

• Playing at the Center Theatre this week is “The Waterboy.”
50 Years Ago This Week 1973

• The Board of Education of Grundy County’s five commu-
nity school districts have decided not to alter school hours
because of daylight savings time.

• A Grundy Center woman, Mrs. Joseph (Billie) Sonderman,
this week was named director of Grundy County’s new vol-
unteer program. Area churches and the court are providing
the financial support. Mrs. Sonderman is now in the process
of lining up “people finders” in area communities to work
with juveniles, elderly and needy.

• Grundy Center Community School’s experiment with a
two-sport double feature produced winners Tuesday night in
wrestling and boys basketball. This marked the first time the
two teams have appeared from the turnout, despite inclimate
weather, that the trial was a success. The Grundy Center
wrestling team defeated Alden 31-21. Grundy Center basket-
ball defeated Don Bosco of Gilbertville 65-31.

• Playing at the Center Theatre this week is “Dillinger” and
“The Stone Killer.”

75 Years Ago This Week 1948
• Average price $243 for Grundy land in 1948. Land sold

during the year averaged $17 an acre higher than in 1947.
• Minced ham sandwiches make many Grundy Center wom-

en sick.  Many Grundy Center women became ill during the
past ten days and four of them are being treated in hospitals.
All of those who are afflicted attended a meeting of the La-
dies’ Aid Society of the First Presbyterian Church in Grundy
Center on Dec. 15th.

• In view of the epidemic proportions of infantile paralysis and
the tremendous expenses incurred fighting the disease during
1948, Grundy county residents are urged to double their con-
tributions to the 1949 March of Dimes campaign.

• Playing at the Center Theatre this week is “The Enchanted
Valley”, “Eyes of Texas”, “Tap Roots” and “Out of the Past.”

CENTER THEATRE
602 7th St • Grundy Center • 1-800-682-6345

www.grundycentertheatre.com

Adults: $3 | Kids & Seniors $1

STARTING
JJaann.. 1122

Showing Friday, Jan. 12 thru
Tuesday, Jan. 16 at 7 p.m.

“THE BOYS IN THE BOAT”
true story • PG-13 (Language) • 

2 Hours

““MMIIGGRRAATTIIOONN”” animated/
family • PG • 90 Minutes

Please note Center 
Theatre is closed on 

Wednesday & 
Thursday

From the

Cheap
Seats

Noah Regan,
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We must protect SHIP

	I am writing to emphasize the cru-
cial role of the State Health Insurance 
Assistance Program (SHIP) in Grundy 
County, particularly for our seniors 
and individuals with disabilities. The 
significance of SHIP's work cannot be 
overstated, and we must come together 
to protect it.
	In Iowa, SHIP is called the Senior 

Health Insurance Information Pro-
gram (SHIIP). Regardless of the name, 
its mission remains clear: to empower 
individuals with the knowledge need-
ed to navigate Medicare. Our com-
munity benefits from the essential 
services provided by SHIP, including 
educational sessions and personal-
ized Medicare counseling at Grundy 

Memorial Hospital. These resources 
empower our residents to make in-
formed decisions about their Medicare 
coverage, resulting in improved health 
outcomes and reduced out-of-pocket 
costs.
	The complexities of Medicare can 

leave many beneficiaries feeling over-
whelmed. SHIP provides unbiased, 
one-on-one Medicare counseling to 
help seniors effectively navigate their 
benefits. By equipping them with the 
necessary information, SHIP enhanc-
es the quality of life and contributes to 
a healthier community, reducing hos-
pital visits and demand for emergency 
care.
	However, recent proposals to cut fed-

eral funding for SHIP pose a serious 
threat to these vital services. If funding 

is reduced, our community risks losing 
an invaluable resource for those rely-
ing on Medicare. We must voice our 
support for continued SHIP funding 
to ensure our seniors receive the assis-
tance they deserve.
	I encourage you to recognize SHIP's 

vital role in our community, reach out 
to our local legislators and advocate for 
maintaining its funding. Your voice 
matters! To learn more about SHIP 
and its services, please visit shiphelp.
org. Together, we can help our older 
adults lead healthier, empowered lives.

Sincerely,
Angela Bell
Grundy Center

Grundy Center needs an 
arcade

Dear Editor,
	My name is Aadyn Bark-

ley, and I think that Grundy 
Center should have a retro 
or normal arcade.
	I think that the kids in this 

town do not have enough to 
do for non school activities. 
That is why I think that us 
kids (Middle school & High 
school) should have some 
sort of arcade. It could be 
a retro or modern day ar-
cade. That is because I have 
been to an arcade with my 
siblings and we all have so 

much fun. I also see other 
kids having fun. This also 
means that tourists coming 
through town could have 
their kids rest and have 
some fun.
	So all I am asking is that 

the community of Grundy 
Center just think about in-
cluding an arcade in the fu-
ture of the town.
	Thank you for reading 

about what I think could be 
fixed in this nice little town.

Sincerely,
Aadyn Barkley
Grundy Center Middle 

School

Grundy Center needs 
more walking paths

Dear Editor,
	I am Caleb Wolfe, and I 

think that there should be 
more walking paths for the 
community of Grundy Cen-
ter.
	I believe that we should 

have and need more walk-
ing paths because some-
times you need to get out to 
exercise, move your body, or 
just to think and this would 
be the perfect way to do that. 
It would let people of all ages 

to have the ability and space 
to walk, bike, roller blade, 
etc. I think the community 
of Grundy Center would re-
ally benefit from this.
	All the community would 

have to do is to pave a walk-
ing path and then everyone 
could enjoy it.
	To wrap it up, I think a 

walking path could be real-
ly beneficial. Thank you for 
your time.

Caleb Wolfe
Grundy Center Middle 

School

Animal shelter needs to 
come to Grundy Center

 Dear Editor, 
	Hi, my name is Analise 

Lopez. I think not having 
an animal shelter in Grundy 
Center is a problem. 
	I think having an animal 

shelter is better because, in 
Grundy Center there are a 
lot of animals that are stray 
and have nowhere to go 
during storms or even need 
to be saved, and plus they 
need to be checked if they 
are harmed, hurt or have 
bugs and if they do they 
need to help the animals 
and take care of them.
	What I am asking you is 

that if you made an animal 
shelter for the community 
that would be amazing so 
that all stray animals can 
be safe and cured if need-
ed. So can you please build 
an animal shelter or some-
thing to help and save stray 
animals from abuse or even 
harm from other animals or 
storm accidents.
	Thank you for letting me 

use your time wisely and tell 
you what is the problem in 
Grundy that I think needs 
to be changed.

Analise Lopez
Grundy Center Middle 

School

Grundy Center should 
have an arcade

Dear Editor,
	I am Isaac Lang, and I 

think that Grundy Center 
should have an arcade be-
cause it currently does not 
have one.
	I think we need to have an 

arcade because other than 
the movie theater, there 
is not really much to do 
around town. It should also 
have an arcade because it 
could attract more people to 

the town and families would 
go with their children 
	All I ask is for the commu-

nity to support adding an 
arcade to the town because 
it would make things a lot 
more fun around here. 
	Thanks for listening to 

me talk about reasons why 
Grundy Center should have 
an arcade.

Isaac Lang 
Grundy Center Middle 

School

Grundy Center needs to 
get rid of vape shop

Dear Editor, 
	Hello, my name is 

Lexi Bender and I am a 
sixth-grader at Grundy 
Center Middle School. I 
think they should change 
how they use downtown 
space because they are add-
ing bad stuff for the envi-
ronment.
	I think Grundy Center 

needs to get rid of the vape 
shop. It makes us look bad 
and it's not healthy. It should 
be replaced with a kid hang 
out place. Or even some-

thing different, just some-
thing that all people can do 
like kids. 
	We need this change in 

Grundy Center because it's a 
better way to use downtown 
space.
I think it's just a better way 

to use up space. Instead of 
having a vape shop and 2 
bars it is not sanitary. 
	Thank you for reading my 

letter. I hope to hear from 
you soon.

Lexi Bender
Grundy Center Middle 

School

Grundy Center needs bet-
ter handicap accessibility

Dear Editor,
	Hello I am Lilly Despard, 

and I think that our com-
munity needs more hand-
icap accessible stuff, this 
includes water fountains, 
sidewalks, and parks.
	I think we need more 

handicap accessible side-
walks, parks and drinking 
fountains in our communi-
ty so that way everyone has 
the same access to every-

thing. It would be nice to see 
the handicapped able to do 
things like play at the park, 
drink out of water fountains 
and be happy.
I want our community to 

respect everyone.
	I hope that we can make 

our community a safer and 
more respected place.
	Thank you for your time.

Lilly Despard.
Grundy Center Middle 

School

Grundy Center needs 
more places for teens

	This is Maddie Oltman, 
and I think one of Grundy 
Center's main problems is 
our lack of spaces for the 
teens of Grundy Center.
	Because if you're in the 

middle of summer and you 
want to hang out with your 
friends, we only have two 
options - the library and 
pool and not all kids have 
money to hang out at the 
pool, so that's why I think 
we need a teen hangout 

spot. Also, I believe we need 
this because in the summer 
if you don't have enough 
money or your family is not 
in a position to pay for the 
pool how do you go there?  
	In conclusion this is why 

I think teens need a spot 
to hang out. Just for a little 
space or even for a day of 
fun to take your friends a 
little get away thank you for 
reading about my opinion 

Maddie Oltman
Grundy Center Middle 

School


