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Ryan Hosek receives Clifford A. Rae
Academic Achievement Award

NORTH TAMA TELEGRAPH

STORM LAKE — Ryan
Hosek of Traer recently re-
ceived the Clifford A. Rae
Academic  Achievement
Award. The award was giv-
en to nine Buena Vista Uni-
versity business students
and nine science students
for the 2025 academic year.

The awards, which range
up to $10,000, were created

by two separate $750,000
endowments from the
foundations established by
Dr. Harold Walter Siebens
and named after the long-
time advisor and counsel
to Siebens and the foun-
dations. The endowments
support annual awards for
up to three pre-qualified,
academically  high-per-
forming BVU business and
science students in each

of the second, third, and
fourth years of school.
These awards often help
students offset the personal
costs associated with com-
pleting an internship or
experiential learning initia-
tive, providing them with
opportunities they other-
wise would not be able to

experience.
These awards reflect
BVUs commitment to

combining academic rigor
with meaningful real-world
experiences. Together,
these honors celebrate the
impact and strength of
BVU’s academic excellence,
particularly in the Harold
Walter Siebens School of
Business and the School
of Science, where students
continue to achieve at the
highest levels.
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provided supplies, food,
and comfort (yes, that kind
of comfort). There were
even women who disguised
themselves as men to fight.
Dr. Mary Walker typical-
ly wore men’s clothes, al-
though she never assumed
a male identity, and she be-
came both the first female
surgeon in the US. Army
and the only female recip-
ient of the Medal of Honor
to date.

Jones tries to attend
three events a year, but that
depends on scheduling and
location. In eastern Iowa
and northwest Illinois,
there are events in Mason
City, Keokuk, Galena, and
Galesburg. Tiny Hopkinton,
Iowa, has Civil War Days;
in that era it had a new in-
stitute of higher learning,
later named Lenox College
(which, according to the
National Park Service, sus-
pended student Mary Walk-
er when she refused to quit
the all-male debate team).

For the event in Clarks
Park, re-enactors portray-
ing members of Confeder-
ate units and sympathizers
(nine) outnumbered the
participants in Federal blue
(two).

Larry Holmes of Clinton
called himself a “49-year

veteran of the Civil War” He
got started with re-enact-
ments when he was 16 and
will soon be 65. He brought
the big gun for this battle, a
3-inch ordnance rifle. It's on
a trailer labeled “3rd Iowa
Lt. Artillery, but here, it's
part of Dances Artillery,
Powhatan Battery, Army of
Northern Virginia.

Holmes doesn’'t have any
actual U.S. military service,
but Chris Timper of Dav-
enport does (Marines). He
has known Holmes for a
long time and Holmes fi-
nally persuaded him “to
come out and play”

“We get to shoot at each
other and we have fun’
camping, he said. He also
sees the events as a way to
teach history and clear up
misconceptions of the ev-
eryday soldier.

Kassi ~ Crossman  of
Strawberry ~ Point  was
signed up as a civilian, but
she has extensive re-enact-
ment experience. She joked
that she was “tricked” into
the hobby, getting started
by riding horses and shoot-
ing guns. She has portrayed
mounted cavalry and a sol-
dier from the 3rd Arkansas
Infantry.

Crossman has done the
hardcore version of re-en-
acting: a weeklong event
in Kentucky, with rations
matching what soldiers had
during the war. That ration

pack included a pound of
salt pork, dried soup mix-
es, and the infamous hard-
tack— “the worst tasting
thing you can imagine”

Brian Scott of Muscatine
was carrying the flag for the
Union. He has ancestors
who fought on both sides
of the war. It was his fifth-
grade teacher who got him
interested in re-enacting.
He's been to Gettysburg to
do it twice. “T see the val-
ue of portraying what the
states were standing for and
the conflict in what they
were doing,” he said.

Early Saturday after-
noon, ‘Annie Wittenmyer”
of Keokuk (portrayed by
Jo Porter of Denver, Iowa)
took time out of her ad-
vocacy for war orphans
to talk to the small group
assembled at the park.
She talked about what the
women of the Iowa home
front did during the Civ-
il War. They supplied the
soldiers with cloth goods,
including pillowcases and
“housewife” sewing kits to
patch uniforms. They were
also nurses at hospitals, in-
cluding multiple hospitals
in Keokuk.

Wittenmyer noticed that
the food being fed to the
wounded soldiers was of
poor quality and not good
for recovery. She pioneered
efforts to get healthier food
for them. That included

root vegetables, some of
which were grown in Ce-
dar Falls on donated land
and taken by horse-drawn
wagon to the nearest train
station. After the war, she
became the first president
of the Women’s Christian
Temperance Union.

Skirmishes were sched-
uled in the park for later
in the afternoon and after
sunset with “night-fire” A
military ball was also on
the schedule.

Sunday morning began
with the Union in retreat
(Scott was packing up to
leave). A period-accurate
church service was held.
Timper and Holmes had a
few charges left for the ord-
nance rifle, and fired them
off in a final salute to the
hundreds of thousands of
men who died in the war.

Jeff Morrison is the writ-
er behind the website “lowa
Highway Ends.” He grew up
in Traer and now lives in
Cedar Rapids. A version of
this column was originally
published in the Between
Two Rivers newsletter on
Substack,  betweentworiv-
ers.substack.com. It is re-
published here through the
Iowa Writers’ Collaborative.
Please consider subscribing
to the collaborative at iow-
awriters.substack.com and
the authors’ blogs to support
their work.
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Registration open for
PFI's 2025 Beginning
Farmer Retreat

Farmers of all enterprises
encouraged to attend Nov. 22-23
event in Montour

TAMA-GRUNDY PUBLISHING

MONTOUR — Beginning and aspiring farmers are in-
vited to Practical Farmers of lowa’s annual Beginning Farm-
er Retreat. The two-day event will take place Nov. 22-23 at
Pilgrim Heights Camp & Retreat Center (3005 E Ave.) in

Montour.

“Getting into farming isn't easy;” says Rachel Burke, PFI’s
senior beginning farmer engagement coordinator. “From
accessing land and covering start-up costs to tackling learn-
ing curves, beginning farmers face a lot of hurdles”

The retreat is designed to ease those challenges. At-
tendees will gain practical knowledge tailored to be-
ginning farmers’ needs, connect with farmland access
experts and have time to network with both peers and
landowners looking to support the next generation.

“Being able to talk to others navigating similar chal-
lenges is huge,” Rachel says. “This event gives farmers a
space to share their stories and ask questions in an open,

supportive setting.”
Retreat highlights:

« Five workshop-style sessions
+ An evening bonfire and social time
o A networking breakfast with beginning farmers and

landowners

« Opportunities to openly ask questions and share stories

Farmers of all enterprises are encouraged to attend.
Farm knowledge, food and friendship will be freely shared.

Location: Pilgrim Heights Camp & Retreat Center,
3005 E Ave., Montour, Iowa 50173

Cost: $20 retreat ticket; optional $30 to stay overnight.

Registration is now open and will close Nov. 21. To
learn more and register, visit practicalfarmers.org/begin-

ning-farmers-retreat.

For questions, contact Rachel Burke at (515) 232-5661
or rachel.burke@practicalfarmers.org.

Legals

Board of Supervisors
Minutes

September 22, 2025

The Tama County Board of Su-
pervisors met at 8:30 a.m. Sep-
tember 22, 2025. Present: 1st
District Supervisor, Curt Hilmer;
2nd District Supervisor, David
Turner; 3rd District Supervisor,
Heather Knebel; 4th District Su-
pervisor, Mark Doland and 5th
District Supervisor, Curt Kupka.
Also, Tama County Auditor,
Karen Rohrs, Detective Killian,
and members of the public.

The Pledge of Allegiance was re-
cited.

Motion by Turner, seconded by
Hilmer to approve the agenda.
Discussion: None. All voted aye.
Motion carried.

Public Comments: Public com-
ments were heard from Karen
Murty, Craig Sash, Richard Arp,
Jim Smith, and Janet Wilson.
Public comment time closed at
8:43 am.

Motion by Turner, seconded by
Knebel to approve the minutes of
the September 15th regular
meeting. Discussion: Knebel stat-
ed she would like the minutes
changed on page 3 to remove
the comments each supervisor
made.

Motion by Knebel to amend the
minutes to remove each
supervisor’s comments, second-
ed by Kupka. Discussion: None.
Hilmer, Knebel, Kupka voted aye.
Turner voted nay. Motion carried.
All ayes to approve the minutes
as amended.

The Board met with Ben Daleske,
Tama County Engineer, to get a
road projects report. The Board
discussed with Daleske if a reso-
lution to temporarily reduce the
speed limit on 190th Street was
necessary since the temporary
change would only be for 2-4
days. It was decided a temporary
change was not needed. Daleske
also had a utility permit for the
board chairman to sign. The per-
mit is for Poweshiek Water Asso-
ciation. Motion by Kupka,
seconded by Turner to approve
the permit and for the board
chairman to sign the utility permit.
Discussion: None. All voted aye.
Motion carried.

Doland stated he was checking
with the county attorney to see if
the board of supervisors should
be approving a corporate resolu-
tion regarding credit card usage
by public health or if it should be
approved by the Board of Health
who oversees public health. Mo-
tion by Turner to postpone action
on this resolution until next week,
seconded by Doland. All voted
aye. Motion carried.

The auditor noticed that there
was a conflict in the time the Oc-
tober 13th public hearing for the
Zoning Ordinance Fee was to be
held due to another public hear-
ing that same day. Motion by
Turner, seconded by Knebel to
approve holding the October 13th
public hearing regarding the Zon-
ing Ordinance Fee at 9:30 am.
Discussion: None. All voted aye.
Motion carried.

Motion by Turner, seconded by
Kupka to approve the claims for
payment as presented in the
amount of $102,059.83. Discus-
sion: None. All voted aye. Motion
carried.

The Board recessed at 9:11 am
for a short break. The Board
came out of recess at 9:15 am.
Doland stated the board will go
into closed session for discussion
and possible action per lowa
Code 21.5.1 (c) to discuss stra-
tegy with counsel in matters that
are presently in litigation or
where litigation is imminent. Mo-
tion by Turner, seconded by Kne-
bel to go into closed session per
lowa Code 21.5.1 (c). Roll call
vote: Hilmer, aye. Knebel, aye.
Doland, aye. Kupka, aye. Turner,
aye. The Board went into closed
session at 9:16 am. Those
present were Supervisors: Curt
Hilmer, Heather Knebel, Mark
Doland, Curt Kupka, David
Turner, and Karen Rohrs, Audi-
tor, and attorney Eric Updegraff
with Hopkins & Huebner, P.C.
Motion by Knebel, seconded by
Turner to go back into open ses-
sion. The Board came out of
closed session at 10:07 am. Roll
call vote: Hilmer, aye. Knebel,
aye. Doland, aye. Kupka, aye.
Turner, aye. Those present were
Supervisors: Curt Hilmer, Heath-
er Knebel, Mark Doland, Curt
Kupka, David Turner, and Karen
Rohrs, Auditor, and attorney Eric
Updegraff with Hopkins &
Huebner, P.C.

The Board recessed at 10:07 am
for a short break. The Board
came out of recess at 10:19 am.

Motion by Hilmer, seconded by
Kupka to label the resolutions
with the correct numbers. Discus-
sion: None. All voted aye. Motion
carried.

There was a short discussion pri-
or to a motion being made of how
the Board felt regarding the pro-
posed agreements. Motion by
Turner, seconded by Knebel to
approve the Salt Creek Wind Il
Project Road Use Agreement,
Decommissioning ~ Agreement,
Settlement  Agreement, and
Resolution 9-22-2025C. Discus-
sion: None.

RESOLUTION 9-22-2025C
WHEREAS , Salt Creek Wind I,
LLC (“Salt Creek Wind II” or
“SCWII") is developing a wind
energy conversions system in
Tama County, lowa known as the
Salt Creek Wind Il Project (the
“Project”).

WHEREAS , on or about De-
cember 20, 2024, SCWII applied
for a Conditional Use Permit for a
Commercial Wind Energy
Conversion  System  (“CUP”)
under Tama County’s Wind Ener-
gy Conversion System Ordinance
passed in 2010 (“C-WECS Ordi-
nance”).

WHEREAS , the Tama County
Board of Adjustment has not
scheduled a hearing to consider
the SCWII's application for a
CUP (“Application”) to date.
WHEREAS , Salt Creek Wind I,
LLC has indicated that it will likely
initiate legal proceedings against
the County to enforce its rights
related to the Project.
WHEREAS , the BOS seeks to
resolve any disputes between
Tama County and Salt Creek
Wind I1.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT
RESOLVED by the Board of Su-

pervisors of Tama County, lowa
that:

1. The Moratorium Resolution
does not apply to the Project and
that the terms of the C-WECS Or-
dinance apply to the SCWII Pro-
ject, CUP application, the Project
substation, any met towers, any
LIDAR towers, ADLS systems,
Zoning  Certificates, permits
needed for entrance, right-of-way
crossings, utility in rights-of-way,
work within rights-of-way,
oversize/overweight permits to
transport loads on county roads,
and any other permits required to
build the Project.

2. The Application may be
amended or supplemented by
SCWII at any time prior to the
time at which a final determina-
tion is made on the Application.

3. The terms included in Section
3 of the attached Development
Agreement (“Development
Agreement”) shall act to supple-
ment the Application and should
be considered in making a final
determination on the Application.

4. The threshold to establish
vested rights for the Project has
likely been met by SCWII pur-
suant to the CUP application, the
C-WECS Ordinance, studies, ac-
tivities, and expenditures by
SCWII to date and that will be
ongoing in the future.

5. SCWII has, through the Appli-
cation and additional comprom-
ises made in the Development
Agreement, substantially met or
exceeded the requirements of the
C-WECS Ordinance.

6. For the avoidance of any
doubt:

a. As long as SCWII selects a fi-
nal turbine model for the Project
and notifies the BOS of the
same, at least sixty (60) days pri-
or to commencement of construc-
tion on the Project, and said
model is in compliance with all
other portions of the C-WECS
Ordinance, the Project will be in
compliance with any provisions of
the C-WECS Ordinance requiring
the model to be specified.

b. Assuming all of the example
models included in the Applica-
tion show that the Project is com-
pliant with the C-WECS Ordi-
nance, it can be assumed the fi-
nal turbine model chosen will be
compliant with the C-WECS Ordi-
nance.

c. The wake effects study re-
quired pursuant to the C-WECS
Ordinance is only required to
take into account projects that
were constructed operational at
the time the Application was sub-
mitted.

d. Field wetland delineations do
not need to be conducted until
thirty (30) days prior to com-
mencement of construction.

e. Any studies related to the Pro-
ject conducted within the past six
years are deemed to still be valid
and relevant. Denial of any per-
mit or certificate due to the al-
leged staleness of the studies is
unsupported by the C-WECS or-
dinance and would be unreason-
able.

f. The engineer’s certificate re-

quired pursuant to the C-WECS
Ordinance must be provided prior
to commencement of construc-
tion, but does not need to be pro-
vided until the final turbine model
is selected.

7. The Tama County Zoning Ad-
ministrator and the Tama County
Engineer are hereby directed to
facilitate and ensure the timely is-
suance of all required permits,
certificates, and approvals neces-
sary to construct the Project. For
the avoidance of any doubt:

a. The Tama County Zoning Ad-
ministrator is hereby directed to
promptly review and, if the appli-
cable ordinance requirements
are met, approve any Zoning
Certificate applications for the
Project, including any reasonable
requests for extensions for the
same.

b. The Tama County Engineer is
hereby directed to promptly re-
view and, if the applicable ordi-
nance requirements are met, ap-
prove any road right-of-way
crossing permit applications, utili-
ty in right-of-way permit applica-
tions, work within right-of-way
permit applications, and any oth-
er permits SCWII deems neces-
sary for the Project, including any
reasonable requests for exten-
sions of the same.

8. SCWII will have established
use within the meaning of Tama
County’s ordinances for any and
all Zoning Certificates for the Pro-
ject upon completion of vertical
erection of a wind turbine genera-
tor at any one zoning certificate
site, provided the vertical erection
occurs within one year of is-
suance of the Zoning Certificates.

9. Once SCWII has established
the use under any or all Zoning
Certificates for the Project, the
Tama County Zoning Administra-
tor is directed to take no action to
the contrary.

10. This Resolution shall be
deemed the final determination
on the Application, as amended
and supplemented by the
Development Agreement.

11. The Board of Supervisors
hereby approves, and authorizes
the Chair of the Board of Supervi-
sors to execute, the attached
Development Agreement with
Salt Creek Wind I, LLC, on
behalf of Tama County and the
Tama County Board of Supervi-
SOrs.

Roll Call Vote: Hilmer, aye.
Turner, aye. Knebel, aye. Do-
land, aye. Kupka, aye. Motion
and resolution passed and adopt-
ed this 22nd day of September
2025. Mark Doland, Chairman,
Board of Supervisors. Karen
Rohrs, County Auditor.

Motion by Knebel, seconded by
Turner to approve the following
resolution to clarify intent of
CWECS moratorium on Resolu-
tion 1-6-2025B not applying to
CWECS Conditional Use Permit
Application submitted prior to
1-6-2025. Discussion: None.
RESOLUTION 9-22-2025D
On the Tama County Board of
Supervisors Moratorium relating
to WECS projects
passed in January 2025
WHEREAS the Board of Super-
visors of Tama County, lowa is
the body constituted under lowa

Code chapter 331 to perform cer-
tain prescribed governing duties
on behalf of Tama County, lowa,
including the passage of a mora-
torium concerning Wind Energy
Conversion Systems. (“WECS”),

WHEREAS Salt Creek Wind I
(“SCWII") is the owner and
developer of a WECS project in
Tama County, lowa,

WHEREAS the Board of Super-
visors previously passed a reso-
lution adopting a moratorium on
development of WECS projects
in January of 2025,

WHEREAS the SCWII filed an
application for a conditional use
permit to develop a WECS pro-
ject in December 2024,
WHEREAS there has been
some controversy regarding
whether the moratorium passed
in January of 2025 applied re-
troactively and, therefore,
prevented consideration of the
SCWII conditional use permit ap-
plication by the Tama County
Zoning Board of Adjustment,
WHEREAS the Board of Super-
visors did not and does not in-
tend for the moratorium to apply
retroactively to projects that filed
for a conditional use permit prior
its passage in January 2025,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT
RESOLVED by the Board of Su-
pervisors of Tama County, lowa
sitting in session this 22nd day of
September, 2025, that it hereby
states that the moratorium
passed in January 2025 does not
apply to the SCWII WECS project
and its application for a WECS
conditional use permit. The Tama
County Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment may consider that applica-
tion at its earliest convenience.
Roll Call Vote: Hilmer, aye.
Turner, aye. Knebel, aye. Do-
land, aye. Kupka, aye. Resolution
passed and adopted this 22 nd
day of September 2025. Mark
Doland, Chairman, Board of Su-
pervisors. Karen Rohrs, County
Auditor.

Motion by Turner, seconded by
Kupka to designate Tom Hender-
son as attorney for Tama County
Board of Adjustment and to re-
view it from month to month. Dis-
cussion: None. All voted aye. Mo-
tion carried.

Motion by Turner, seconded by
Hilmer to approve board chair-
man to sign a rental agreement
for the Tama County Board of
Adjustment to reserve the Toledo
Reinig Center for a public hearing
to be held on October 14th at
6:00 pm. Discussion: None. All
voted aye. Motion carried.

Public Comments: Public com-
ments were heard from Richard
Arp, Bob Vokoun, Jim Smith, and
Karen Murty. Public comment
time closed at 10:48 am.

Chairman Doland adjourned the
meeting at 10:48 am.
These minutes are intended to
provide a summary of the discus-
sions and decisions made during
the Board of Supervisor meeting.
For the most accurate and
comprehensive record, please
refer to the audio recording of the
meeting that can be provided
upon request at the auditor’s of-
fice.
Published in the North Tama
Telegraph Oct 10, 2025
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