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Letter to the Editor Policy
 The News-Review welcomes the opinions of our readers 
in the form of letters to the editor, as long as the submissions 
are not in bad taste and refrain from attacking individuals 
without supporting documentation or a rational and legally 
defensible justification. In any event the newspaper reserves 
the sole discretion to decide whether or not a reader sub-
mission will be published. If your letter is selected it will be 
run on a single occasion and you agree to give us the right 
to publish it in print and digital form. The News-Review 
will not accept letters that are duplicated, reprinted, copied, 
or otherwise reproduced. Letters should be original, type-
written or neatly handwritten. Letters should not exceed 
300 words. Letters exceeding this length could be subject to 
editing and may not be published in their entirety.
 The News-Review does not as a general rule print form 
letters or letters which are also submitted to other newspa-
pers. We are most interested in sincere personal views as 
opposed to canned publicity releases or talking points for 

an individual or a cause, therefore if a writer cannot assure 
us that their submission is individual and personal, it may 
be rejected.
 Your Letter to the Editor must include:
  • Your full name with signature
  • Your complete address
  • Your telephone number
 Your address and telephone number will not be printed 
in the newspaper, but will be used for verification by news-
paper editorial staff.
 Unsigned letters and letters containing personal attacks 
the newspaper deems to be of a libelous nature will not be 
published. The News-Review reserves the right to end de-
bate on a topic after both sides have had ample chance to 
express their views. The News-Review reserves the right to 
edit or refuse all letters. All columns and letters on the opin-
ion page are the views of the authors and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of The News-Review.
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Correction and Retraction Policy
 The News-Review strives for accurate and complete 
news reporting but occasionally we get it wrong. In cases 
where an error has been made we will run a correction, clar-
ification, retraction or editor’s note in the next edition. Our 
goal in any event is to inform readers of corrections clearly 
and quickly, citing the incorrect information and updating 
with the correct information.
 All corrections will be printed on page 2A in the next is-
sue published. The correction will denote the issue, article 
and incorrect information along with the correction. Digital 
corrections will also be made and an editor’s note will be 
added to the bottom of the article in question noting what 
was inaccurate and noting when the article was amended. If 
the article was posted on Facebook, Twitter or any other on-
line medium controlled by The News-Review, a post will be 
made linking to the corrected article, noting the correction.
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Type of bread
  5. Range of moun-
tains
 10. Ended
 12. Musical forms 
with a recurring 
theme
 14. On the nature of 
being
 16. Law enforcement 
agency
 18. Australian flight-
less bird
 19. Subway rodent
 20. More dried-up
 22. A beaver might 
build one
 23. Suggestive of the 
supernatural
 25. Art __, around 
1920
 26. American rocker 
Snider
 27. Not or
 28. Earliest human: 
__-Magnon Man
 30. Firearm
 31. Tough outer skin 
of fruit
 33. Alternative form 
of a gene
 35. Low shrub some 
call “fat pork”
 37. Plants in the 
chamomile tribe
 38. Revolutionary 
War era spy
 40. Portion of a book
 41. Hoover’s office
 42. Title of respect
 44. Tax collector
 45. Cool!
 48. Real estate
 50. Boy’s name
 52. Airborne (abbr.)
 53. Strongly recom-
mends
 55. Hit lightly
 56. Bar bill
 57. Atomic #54
 58. Devotes again
 63. Fish sauce
 65. French stock 
market

 66. Things that con-
sist of two elements 
or parts
 67. Tense
 
 CLUES DOWN
  1. Retired game show 
host Sajak
  2. Equal (prefix)
  3. Israeli city __ Aviv
  4. Loved
  5. A type of analyst
  6. Ad __
  7. Gasteyer and de 
Armas are two
  8. Ran without 
moving
  9. Opposite of yes
 10. Diffuse clouds 
of gas
 11. Mentioning one 
by one
 13. Instruments used 
to dilate
 15. Freshwater fish
 17. Remotely-manned 
flying objects
 18. Doctor of Edu-
cation
 21. Renews
 23. Not the start
 24. Pitching stat

 27. Small water 
buffaloes
 29. Ceramic jars 
 32. I (German)
 34. Something to toss 
on a fire
 35. The process of 
flowing in
 36. A series of acts at 
a night club
 39. Egg of a louse
 40. Inquire too 
closely
 43. Travelers
 44. Drink
 46. Behave in a way 
that degrades
 47. Electronic music 
style
 49. Northern Ireland 
city
 51. Upset
 54. Stiff structure 
resembling a hair
 59. Father
 60. North Atlantic 
fish
 61. 8th month (abbr.)
 62. Make an effort
 64. Commercial

CLUES ACROSS
1. Neckwear
7. Fish parts
13. Cooking
14. Quality
16. Rural delivery
17. Popular superhero
19. Partner to Pa
20. Shivering fits
22. Wrath
23. Linguistics pioneer
25. Large integers
26. A way to prepare 

food
28. Group of badgers
29. Peyton’s little 

brother
30. Rock out
31. Danish krone
33. Take from with 

force
34. Baroque musical 

instrument
36. Zodiac sign
38. Hebrew alphabet 

letter
40. Independent mem-

ber of a clone
41. Type of garment
43. Satisfy
44. One point south of 

due east
45. A way to wipe out
47. Moved quickly on 

foot
48. Bar bill
51. An idiot
53. Performed with the 

voice silent
55. Body fluids
56. Rhythmic patterns
58. “__ my i’s”
59. Type of wrap
60. It shows who you 

are
61. Carousel
64. Type of college 

degree
65. Molding
67. Closes again
69. Verses

70. Surface
CLUES DOWN
1. Short, thick stick
2. Rhode Island
3. Animals of the horse 

family
4. Very important 

persons
5. Folk singer Di 

Franco
6. Boredom
7. Long speech
8. Footballer Newton
9. Expression of sorrow 

or pity
10. Linear accelerator
11. One quintillion 

bytes
12. Smallest interval in 

Western music
13. Box
15. Cheese dish
18. Make a mistake
21. Done by all people 

or things
24. Circumference
26. Chum
27. Electrocardiogram
30. Sandwich chain 

Jimmy __
32. Showed old movie
35. Important event on 

Wall St.
37. Where wrestlers 

work
38. Free from contam-

ination
39. Eastern Canada 

coastal region
42. Slang for gun
43. High schoolers’ test
46. Fathers
47. Call it a career
49. Productive
50. Musical groups
52. Yellowish-brown
54. Lowest point of a 

ridge
55. Beloved late sports-

caster Craig
57. Fill up
59. Cardinal number 

that’s the sum of 5 
and 1

62. Frost
63. Jewel
66. Atomic #45
68. Top lawyer

This week’s crossword, sponsored by:

Atwood Electric, Inc.
641-622-3626
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Jacob Wimer and Boundary Lines
By Casey Jarmes |
The News-Review

As previously discussed in 
this column, the 1832 Black 
Hawk War ended with the 
Sauk and Meskwaki forces 
being crushed. As part of 
the peace arrangements, 
Chiefs Keokuk and Wa-
pello agreed to sell 6 mil-
lion acres in Eastern Iowa 
to the United States. This 
first purchase, which ac-
quired the land where cities 
like Davenport, Dubuque 
and Washington now sit, 
was followed by anoth-
er purchase in 1837. The 
second purchase, shaped 
like a pointed boomerang, 
brought in the land that is 
now home to Fairfield, Iowa 
City and a triangular strip 
of land in the eastern half of 
Keokuk County, consisting 
of the Richland Township 
and smaller portions of the 
townships north of it.

The first American to 
live in what is now Keokuk 
County was Aaron Miller, 
who settled near what is 
now Richland along with 
his son John in 1838. The 

history books I’ve been 
reading mention little about 
the Millers other than they 
were the first settlers. I was 
able to find a record of Aar-
on Miller’s grave at Rock 
Creek Cemetery, which lists 
that he was born in Clark 
County, Kentucky, in 1786 
and died in Ollie in 1866. 
I could not find John Mill-
er’s grave, although “The 
History of Keokuk Coun-
ty,” published by the Union 
Historical Company in 
1880, mentioned that, at the 
time of that book’s publish-
ing, both Millers were dead. 
Other settlers followed the 
Millers to the Richland 
Township in the fall of the 
same year. The town was 
laid out in 1841; the early 
settlers, seeing the luscious 
prairies sitting before them, 
filled with dark, fertile soil 
perfect for farming, gave 
this town the only name 
fitting for such a rich land: 
Frogtown.

The most interesting of 
the early settlers, I feel, was 
Jacob Wimer, who settled 
near Richland in 1839. The 

1880 book states that “he 
was a man of the most in-
vincible energy, possessed 
of other striking traits of 
character...No one man did 
more to advance the inter-
ests of the early settlers, and 
to develop the resources of 
the county, than he,” and 
later goes on to praise his 
generosity and benevolence. 
Perhaps this is true. But, the 
story that the book gives fo-
cuses on his dishonesty.

In 1842, Wimer built the 
first mill in what is now Ke-
okuk County on the South 
Skunk River, near the con-
fluence of the two streams. 
Except, slight problem, 
Wimer didn’t build the mill 
in the United States. He, 
deciding it would work bet-
ter if it was built a bit to the 
west, constructed the mill 
five rods (82.5 feet) past the 
border laid out by the 1837 
Black Hawk Purchase, just 
barely into native territory.

The natives confronted 
Wimer about him building 
a mill at the center of their 
hunting grounds. Accord-
ing to the 1880 book, Wimer 

“was apparently too dull of 
comprehension to under-
stand the import of the In-
dians' protestations.” And, 
to be fair, it was only 82.5 
feet, and Wimer was like-
ly aware that another land 
purchase was inevitable. But 
also, only a few years earlier, 
men had fought and died 
for those feet. The Sauk and 
Meskwaki were, over a few 
short decades, pushed from 
Illinois to Iowa to Kansas 
to Oklahoma. I don’t know 
what the natives were think-
ing, the 1880 book doesn’t 
even give them names, but 
I can respect putting your 
foot down and saying, “No, 
this is far enough,” taking a 
stand for the principle of the 
matter. Wimer’s thoughts 
are also lost to time, but I 
imagine he possessed the 
beliefs that so many settlers 
did, that, regardless of trea-
ties, regardless of borders, 
regardless of the wishes of 
the people living there, that 
the entirety of the continent 
was their god-given gift to 
rule over.

The natives called upon 
the U.S. army to evict 
Wimer. A troop of cavalry 
dragoons was dispatched. 
They marched up to Wimer, 
over the frozen skunk riv-
er, swords dragging on the 
ice, and asked Wimer if he 
knew where he was. Wimer 
was prepared for this ques-
tion and showed the soldiers 
a series of notches in trees, 
just to the west of his mill. 
These notches were not the 
boundary line. The real 
boundary line, for several 
miles on either side of the 
river, had been destroyed by 
Wimer and replaced by the 
new, fake line. Wimer, un-
willing to destroy his mill, 
quote, “merely to satisfy the 
caprices of a few savages,” 
moved the border of the 

THE HISTORICAL VIEWPOINT

1899 map of native land cessions in Iowa by Charles C. Royce, cropped.
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