
The News-ReviewThe News-Review Wednesday, March 26, 2025 • 3B

PUBLIC NOTICE
City of Keota • Minutes and Claims 3.17.2025

MINUTES
KEOTA CITY COUNCIL

225 E. BROADWAY AVE.
March 17th, 2025
Meeting was called to order at 

7:00pm by Mayor Cansler
Roll call: Councilmen McDonald, 

Greiner, Conrad, Burroughs and 
Bender were present. City em-
ployees present were Adminis-
trator Horras, PW Director Harm-
sen, Clerk assistant Clarke and 
Librarian Greiner. Public present 
was Rich Klein, Chad McCleary 
from ION and Casey Jarmes from 
Sigourney New-Review.
Consent Agenda: Motion to 

Amend the agenda to add Ordi-
nance 2025-308 made by Bur-
roughs, 2nd by Conrad and all were 
in favor. Motion to approve Consent 
Agena by Conrad, including Agen-
da, previous meeting minutes from 
March 3rd Council Meeting - Budget 
review and payment of Bills. Bur-
roughs 2nd the motion, all were in 
favor.
Bills Paid March 3rd thru March 

17th,2025
Checks
Mid American Publishing..... 199.12
All American Pest Con..........70.00
Cox Sanitation................... 2551.00
Misc on Main..........................29.99
FCA......................................608.05
IA Assoc of Municipal Utll....786.00
County Line Mart................... 41.85
Windstream..........................255.47
US Cellular........................... 120.79
Menards............................... 114.90
Semco Landfill.....................256.60
H&M......................................... 4.41
Alliant Energy.....................5891.90
Sun and Fun.........................565.96
UNO.....................................425.00
Mid American Publish..........924.40
Post Office...........................220.00
Impressions Computers......303.75
	 ..................................... $13,369.19
Payroll
Clarke, Kristen.....................462.86
Fisher, Tabitha C....................73.88
GREINER, ASHLEY............168.89
Greiner, Bridget M............... 167.81
GREINER, TONIA............1,264.92
HARMSEN, MICAH..........1,836.66

Horras, Alycia A................1,944.66
SLAUBAUGH, KEVIN L...1,818.45
Public Forum: None
Department Reports:
Public Works -Harmsen report-

ed that with the nicer weather we 
have started to do some landscap-
ing and Spring work down at the 
pool and park areas. Lots of tree 
trimming continues to be done 
around town which has made the 
dump extremely busy. Kevin has 
stayed busy keeping up with that. 
The sewer project at County Line 
Mart will start this week and hope-
fully this will fixe their issues. We 
brought the ranger up to Sun N Fun 
last week when we pulled it out of 
the cold storage building to have 
the warranty work done on it. Jer-
ry Smithhart is lined up to do the 
seeding on Carpenter St water 
main project and work around the 
drive thru lane at the pool. That 
work will start as soon as we are 
safe from another frost. We have 
quite a bit of work to do on the rail-
road right of way with the recent 
wind. Hope to have that done be-
fore we start up mowing. We have 
been getting items together for 
shutting down the road between 
the pool/park are and ball field. 
We plan to shut that down from 
Mid-April to about Mid-Septem-
ber. Also, with that in the process 
of ordering new signage to reroute 
traffic in that area. Water Plant-The 
sump pump in the water plant is on 
the same circuit as the brine pump. 
It started to trip the breaker late last 
week which caused some issues 
with the regeneration on the soften-
er. We have it isolated now. Sump 
pumps aren't expensive so we'll get 
a replacement and put everything 
back to normal. Lagoons-We're 
working with Iowa Rural Water to 
get that aerator fixed. Hoping to get 
that done this in April. Councilman 
Burroughs shared that a resident 
had some testing done on water 
both at their residence and at their 
Farm to look at water quality. There 
were some areas that seemed 
"high or out of limits" according 

to the parameters that were list-
ed on the testing forms from Mid-
west Laboratories. Chad from ION 
shared details on each data point 
and expressed that in several of 
these, he was unaware of where 
they were getting their parameters 
from. The limits didn't correlate to 
the "caution levels" or requirements 
that are in place for city water pro-
grams such as the DNR. The items 
that seemed to need attention were 
all items that would affect the cos-
metics or aesthetics of the water, 
but not the safety of it. Some of the 
items could cause more cleaning 
needed due to staining and/or de-
posits, but does not affect the over-
all water safety and/or quality. The 
one area that would be an area to 
monitor closely due to health con-
cerns, would be the Nitrates and 
that area was so low that it regis-
tered as "not detected".
Library- Librarian Greiner shared 

that we had a HUGE turnout for the 
princess party, we had at least 54 
girls. I have been working on dona-
tions and programs for the summer 
reading program. We are quilting 
this morning and have sent 7 more 
twin size comforters to the Sleep in 
Heavenly peace project and 5 more 
to nursing homes. Emily with Ke-
okuk Co. Ext. will be here today for 
the after-school program. The next 
Library Board meeting is Monday 
the 24th at 6 pm.
Clerk - Horras shared that we will 

have the proposed property tax 
hearing and the proposed FY26 
budget hearings on April 7th and 
April 21'\ with the date for the bud-
get hearing being set tonight. The 
LL Pelling proposal for work came 
in last week and appears to have 
the concern areas addressed as 
Harmsen and Slaubaugh would 
have ridden around and gotten 
them acclimated with what need-
ed to be focused on this year for 
road work. Horras has signed the 
proposal and gotten all documen-
tation into Pelling to ensure that we 
are set for the Spring work in town. 
There is a request that we will look 

at later in the meeting to approve 
a change in the roadside sign and 
placement for Vision Ag. We have 
had 2 fans and a sump pump go out 
at the Sewer and Water plants. Hor-
ras has been working with Grainger 
supplies to renew our account and 
with Josh from ION to get parts 
ordered for replacement. Josh 
will also be ordering the chemi-
cal safety shower from Grainger 
as well to be installed at the water 
plant per our audit finding last year. 
We did receive an email from Lisa 
Brenneman about the Day Care 
proposal and the previous meeting 
follow up. Horras shared informa-
tion on this and stated that the next 
meeting is scheduled to happen the 
week of the 25th .
Resolutions and Ordinances:
Resolution 2025-14 Approval for 

Proposed Budget Hearing Date. 
Motion to approve made by Con-
rad, 2nd by Greiner, and all were in 
favor.
Resolution 2025-15 Approval of 

Liquor License Renewal - Lagos 
Acres. Motion to approve made by 
Bender, 2nd by Conrad and all were 
in favor.
Resolution 2025-16 Approval of 

Financial Support of the Keota Fire 
Department for FY26. Motion to ap-
prove made by Bender, 2nd by Mc-
Donald, and all were in favor.
Ordinance 2025-308 Amendment 

to City of Keota, Iowa 2017 Code-
book of Ord. - Offenses
a. First reading of Title Ill, Chap-

ter 1, Section 5, Public Safety and 
Health
b. Potential Waiving of 2nd and 

3rd Readings of Title Ill, Chapter 1, 
Section 5, Public Safety and Health 
Motion to approve by Burroughs, 
2nd by Conrad and all were in favor.
c. Approval ofTitle Ill, Chapter 1, 

Section 5, Public Safety and Health 
- Motion to approve Ordinance with 
the change to of wording to reflect 
"the code enforcer and any desig-
nee of the code enforcer or Mayor 
of Keota, shall be exempt from this 
ordinance in order to put down or 
euthanize any animal that is caus-

ing physical harm to other people's 
property, animals for to any per-
son, within city limit", made by Bur-
roughs, 2nd by Bender and all were 
in favor.
New Business
Discussion/Possible Action - 

Sidewalk replacement & support 
of sidewalk work at the new Keota 
Clinic -Motion to approve the tear 
out of the old concrete in the af-
fected area by the city staff and the 
cost to replace the 2 ADA compli-
ance pads, made by Bender, 2nd by 
Greiner, and all were in favor.
Discussion/Possible Action - Sign 

movement/placement for Vision 
AG - Horras shared an email from 
Iowa Sign Company showing the 
new sign and requesting approv-
al to move the current placement 
of the old sign in to the property by 
2'. Motion to approve by Burroughs, 
2nd by Greiner and all were in favor.
Discussion/Possible Action - Up-

date on actions to be taken from 
dog incident from 3/2/25 -, Mayor 
Cansler shared what the city was 
working on following the incident 
on 3/2/25, with the dogs being tak-
en out of Keokuk County. He then 
shared the new incident that hap-
pened on 3/15/25 where the dogs 
attacked and fatally wounded 2 
additional animals outside of city 
limits. The dogs were put down by 
residents as they were showing vi-
cious and dangerous behavior to 
them as well. Washington County 
Sheriff's department was called out 
and is following up with an investi-
gation and charges from their side. 
With the dogs no longer living or a 
threat, the discussion was made 
to move on with fining Joel Acker-
man for the actions of the 3/2/25 
incident that was made within city 
limits and having that paperwork 
served to him by Keokuk County 
Sheriff's department. A motion to 
approve the fine of $7500.00 for 
the incident, 30 days to pay the 
fine or to be levied against his res-
idence at 204 N Hamilton St and 
to move forward with the letter be-
ing served versus just certified with 

him not signing for and picking up 
the certified letters now, made by 
McDonald, 2nd by Greiner and all 
were in favor.
Discussion/Possible Action - For 

Public Works to cap a Sewer and 
Water location - The discussion 
continued due to the use of sew-
er service at locations like 204 N 
Hamilton St. even with water ser-
vices being turned off. The ques-
tion was brought up since the res-
ident has stated that they do not 
intend to pay their past due bill 
amount, to then have the city cap 
the sewer access to ensure that it is 
not continued to be used. The cost 
of doing this would be substantial 
with having to go out to the alley-
way and dig several feet to cap that 
service. The council discussed that 
there are other residences that also 
utilize putting water down the sew-
er even without water services be-
ing halted, so it was decided to look 
at our current Ordinance to reflect 
that when water service is shut off, 
all other services continue to be 
charged at a minimum due to ac-
cess of service and usage. A mo-
tion not to cap the sewer service at 
204 N Hamilton was made by Bur-
roughs, 2nd was made by Conrad 
and all were in favor.
Mayor Comments: Mayor Cans-

ler stated that he really appreciates 
everyone's extra time and work put 
in on the situation with the danger-
ous dogs. He stated that we have to 
take this opportunity to ensure that 
we are enforcing the ordinance with 
all residents and following up to en-
sure that safety of our community!
Adjournment: Motion made to ad-

journ meeting by Burroughs, 2nd by 
Conrad, and all were in favor. Time 
8:35pm.
Next regular meeting, April 71\ 

2025 at 7:00 pm, with the Proposed 
Property Tax Hearing occurring at 
6:30pm that evening.
Attest: Mayor Anthony Cansler 
City Administrator Alycia A Horras
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PUBLIC NOTICE
English Valleys CSD • Minutes 3.12.2025

THE MINUTES OF THE 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

ENGLISH VALLEYS BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS ON MARCH 12TH, 

2025.
English Valleys members present: 

Susan Schaefer, Tom Voss, Trent 
Forrest, Katie Taukei, Board Secre-
tary Wendy Ayers
Members absent: Steve Axmear
Others present: Superintendent 

Curt Rheingans, Nick Breuer, Amy 
Harger, Pam Nachtman, Carrie 
Burdick, Melinda Semler, Danielle 
Render, Trish Larkin, Renee Allison
The meeting was called to order 

at 6 pm.
A motion was made by Forrest, 

seconded by Taukei to approve the 
agenda, deleting item #10, paint 
bids. Motion carried.
Tom Voss read the Mission State-

ment
Regular Business- Consent Agen-

da
Approve Minutes of Meetings Held 

February 13th, 2025
Approve Payment of Activity Bills
Approve Payment of Bills
Receive Secretary/Treasurer’s Fi-

nancial Report for the Month End-
ing 2/28/25
Receive and Take Action on Res-

ignations
Chandler Sims- 3rd grade and As-

sistant Volleyball coach
Andi Wolfe- elementary para pro
Receive and Take Action on Staff 

Contracts
Tim Garrett jr football
A motion was made by Voss, sec-

onded by Forrest to approve the 
consent agenda. Roll call vote. 
Schaefer aye, Voss aye, Forrest 
aye, Taukei aye. Motion carried. 
Good News: Administration dis-

cussed that Eliza Walker place 3rd 
in a writing contest and was award-
ed a large scholarship, we had stu-
dents qualify for State Speech, Mr. 
Baker’s construction class is com-
pleting their project, many student 
athletes were awarded all con-
ference and academic All State. 
Administration also informed the 
board progress monitoring at the 
elementary is going well. The mu-
sic concerts were excellent and the 
Spring play is this weekend.
Danielle Render addressed the 

board during open forum and in-
formed the board of her concerns 
with the Hot Lunch program, with 
cold lunches, and running out of 
food. She discussed getting more 
variety, more nutritious, less pro-
cessed food for the students. 
Dr. Harger address the board and 

discussed mid year data. She dis-
cussed the testing process for stu-
dents. She also discussed iReady 
data. 
Nick Breuer discussed with the 

board possibly purchasing vape 
detectors for the high school. Mr. 
Breuer discussed with the board 
that the high school building has 
seen an increase in vape use. 
Mr. Breuer presented two quotes; 

ACP for $3,650.00 and ITS for 
$3,331.12. The board discussed 
the two quotes. Mr. Breuer in-
formed the board that the ACP is 
the one that Williamsburg Schools 
is currently using. Mr. Breuer also 
informed the board that he was in-
formed from ACP that their detec-
tors can also detect weapons. 
A motion was made by Taukei, 

seconded by Forrest to approve the 
ACP CreativIT quote for $3,650. 
Taukei aye, Forrest aye, Voss nay, 
Schaefer aye. 3-1 Motion carried.
The board discussed the 2025-

2026 School Calendar. Mr. Rhe-
ingans discussed that the calen-
dar presented is the calendar that 
the teacher’s voted in favor of. The 
board discussed adding for snow 
days to the calendar as two is in-
sufficient. 
A motion was made by Forrest, 

seconded by Voss to hold the pub-
lic hearing for the 2025-2026 cal-
endar at 6pm on April 9th, 2025. 

Roll call vote. Voss aye, Taukei aye, 
Forrest aye, Schaefer aye. Motion 
carried.
The board discussed bids re-

ceived to refinish the Competition 
Gym floor. The low bid was submit-
ted by Hillyard for $4,885. A mo-
tion was made by Voss, seconded 
by Forrest to approve the bid from 
Hillyard to refinish the Competition 
floor. Motion carried. 
Administration discussed with the 

board the 2025-2026 school bud-
get. There were no changes from 
last meeting, the legislature has yet 
to set the SSA for next year. The 
tax rate would go up from $11.64 to 
$11.83. 
A motion was made by Forrest, 

seconded by Taukei to set the 1st 
budget hearing for April 9th, at 6pm. 
Roll call vote. Forrest aye, Voss 
aye, Taukei aye, Schaefer aye. Mo-
tion carried. 
A motion was made by Voss, sec-

onded by Forrest to set the 2nd bud-
get hearing for April 9th, at 6:30pm. 
Roll call vote. Forrest aye, Voss 
aye, Taukei nay, Schaefer aye. 3-1 
Motion carried. 
The board discussed the Partici-

pation Agreement for Natural Gas 
consortium. A motion was made by 
Voss, seconded by Taukei to ap-
prove participation in the Natural 
gas consortium program. Roll call 
vote. Voss aye, Taukei aye, Forrest 
aye, Schaefer aye. Motion carried. 
The board received a request from 

the North English Community Club 
to use the baseball field (outfield) 
for the North English Fun Days. 
A motion was made by Forrest, 
seconded by Voss to approve the 
North English Community Club’s 
request. Motion carried. 
The board received the fundrais-

er requests:
Green House gift card drive
A motion was made by Taukei, 

seconded by Forrest to approve 
the presented fundraisers. Motion 
carried.
Information and Discussion Items:
Trent Forrest spoke about the 

Iowa Community Foundation Grant 
process.
Information and Discussion Items
Board Items
Open Enrollment Out Acknowl-

edgements
Camryn Henderson- K to Wil-

liamsburg
Cailin Henderson-2 to Williams-

burg
Connor Hervey-9th to Montezuma
Wayne Lingard-K Mid Prairie 

HSAP
Logan Folkman-12 Mid Prairie 

HSAP
Grayson Folkman-9 Mid Prairie 

HSAP
Elliahna Klevin- K Mid Prairie 

HSAP 
Hayden Swallow- 7th Williamsburg
Open Enrollment In Acknowledge-

ment
Superintendent Communications 
Legislation Update – Waiting on 

SSA announcement
Projects
Roof on bus barn complete
LED lighting in progress
Roof on Greenhouse complete
Roof over Gym Complete
Short Bus ordered
Window Graphics on order
Home School Meeting – Mr. Rhe-

ingans spoke that it was a good 
meeting with those parents. A lot of 
information was shared.
Negotiations – Waiting on the SSA 

announcement and TSS direction.
Insurance – Mr. Rheingans in-

formed the board that we received 
notice that our increase would be 
4.80%
Next Regular Meeting – April 9th, 

2025 at 6pm.
A motion was made by Forrest, 

seconded by Taukei to adjourn at 
7:45pm. Motion carried.
Wendy Ayers, Board Secretary
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