
The News-ReviewThe News-Review4 • Wednesday, Mar. 26, 2025

Letter to the Editor Policy
 The News-Review welcomes the opinions of our readers 
in the form of letters to the editor, as long as the submissions 
are not in bad taste and refrain from attacking individuals 
without supporting documentation or a rational and legally 
defensible justification. In any event the newspaper reserves 
the sole discretion to decide whether or not a reader sub-
mission will be published. If your letter is selected it will be 
run on a single occasion and you agree to give us the right 
to publish it in print and digital form. The News-Review 
will not accept letters that are duplicated, reprinted, copied, 
or otherwise reproduced. Letters should be original, type-
written or neatly handwritten. Letters should not exceed 
300 words. Letters exceeding this length could be subject to 
editing and may not be published in their entirety.
 The News-Review does not as a general rule print form 
letters or letters which are also submitted to other newspa-
pers. We are most interested in sincere personal views as 
opposed to canned publicity releases or talking points for 

an individual or a cause, therefore if a writer cannot assure 
us that their submission is individual and personal, it may 
be rejected.
 Your Letter to the Editor must include:
  • Your full name with signature
  • Your complete address
  • Your telephone number
 Your address and telephone number will not be printed 
in the newspaper, but will be used for verification by news-
paper editorial staff.
 Unsigned letters and letters containing personal attacks 
the newspaper deems to be of a libelous nature will not be 
published. The News-Review reserves the right to end de-
bate on a topic after both sides have had ample chance to 
express their views. The News-Review reserves the right to 
edit or refuse all letters. All columns and letters on the opin-
ion page are the views of the authors and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of The News-Review.
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Correction and Retraction Policy
 The News-Review strives for accurate and complete 
news reporting but occasionally we get it wrong. In cases 
where an error has been made we will run a correction, clar-
ification, retraction or editor’s note in the next edition. Our 
goal in any event is to inform readers of corrections clearly 
and quickly, citing the incorrect information and updating 
with the correct information.
 All corrections will be printed on page 2A in the next is-
sue published. The correction will denote the issue, article 
and incorrect information along with the correction. Digital 
corrections will also be made and an editor’s note will be 
added to the bottom of the article in question noting what 
was inaccurate and noting when the article was amended. If 
the article was posted on Facebook, Twitter or any other on-
line medium controlled by The News-Review, a post will be 
made linking to the corrected article, noting the correction.
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Narrow piece of 
wood
  5. African desert
 11. Waxy covering on 
birds’ beaks
 12. Sour
 16. Infrequent
 17. Former AL MVP 
Vaughn
 18. Policemen wear 
one
 19. Out of the 
question
 24. Used to chop
 25. Symptoms
 26. Not moving
 27. Folk singer 
DiFranco
 28. Comedian 
Armisen
 29. Quantitative fact
 30. Incline from 
vertical
 31. Scottish musician
 33. Rooney and Kate 
are two
 34. Positioned
 38. A very short time
 39. Tropical Ameri-
can shrubs
 40. Yemen capital
 43. Spanish munic-
ipality
 44. Medical profes-
sionals
 45. Fibrous material
 49. Confined condi-
tion (abbr.)
 50. Without covering
 51. “Mad Men” hon-
cho Don
 53. Hockey position
 54. Taste property
 56. Fertile spots in a 
desert
 58. They precede C
 59. “Requiem for a 
Dream” actor Jared
 60. Try a criminal 
case
 63. Liberal rights 
organization
 64. Spoke
 65. Insect repellent

 
CLUES DOWN
  1. Unshaven facial 
hair
  2. More thin
  3. Show up
  4. Seethed
  5. Ancient Greek city
  6. Poisonous plant
  7. Hello
  8. College sports 
official
  9. Monetary unit of 
Russia
 10. Wings
 13. Take too much of 
a substance
 14. A citizen of 
Uganda
 15. Most appealing
 20. Atomic #18
 21. Global investment 
bank (abbr.)
 22. Jewish calendar 
month
 23. Popular sandwich
 27. Swiss river
 29. Incorrect letters
 30. Popular entree
 31. Foot (Latin)
 32. A driver’s license 
is one form

 33. Extinct flightless 
bird 
 34. Appetizer
 35. After battles
 36. It neutralizes 
alkalis
 37. Beverage con-
tainer
 38. Partner to “Pa”
 40. Gray American 
rail
 41. Salt of acetic acid
 42. Canadian 
province
 44. Dish made with 
lentils
 45. Narrative poem 
of popular origin
 46. For each one
 47. Come to terms
 48. Test
 50. More dishon-
orable
 51. Unit of loudness
 52. The Ocean State
 54. Monetary unit in 
Mexico
 55. Lying down
 57. Thus
 61. Where LA is 
located
 62. Western State

CLUES ACROSS
1. Neckwear
7. Fish parts
13. Cooking
14. Quality
16. Rural delivery
17. Popular superhero
19. Partner to Pa
20. Shivering fits
22. Wrath
23. Linguistics pioneer
25. Large integers
26. A way to prepare 

food
28. Group of badgers
29. Peyton’s little 

brother
30. Rock out
31. Danish krone
33. Take from with 

force
34. Baroque musical 

instrument
36. Zodiac sign
38. Hebrew alphabet 

letter
40. Independent mem-

ber of a clone
41. Type of garment
43. Satisfy
44. One point south of 

due east
45. A way to wipe out
47. Moved quickly on 

foot
48. Bar bill
51. An idiot
53. Performed with the 

voice silent
55. Body fluids
56. Rhythmic patterns
58. “__ my i’s”
59. Type of wrap
60. It shows who you 

are
61. Carousel
64. Type of college 

degree
65. Molding
67. Closes again
69. Verses

70. Surface
CLUES DOWN
1. Short, thick stick
2. Rhode Island
3. Animals of the horse 

family
4. Very important 

persons
5. Folk singer Di 

Franco
6. Boredom
7. Long speech
8. Footballer Newton
9. Expression of sorrow 

or pity
10. Linear accelerator
11. One quintillion 

bytes
12. Smallest interval in 

Western music
13. Box
15. Cheese dish
18. Make a mistake
21. Done by all people 

or things
24. Circumference
26. Chum
27. Electrocardiogram
30. Sandwich chain 

Jimmy __
32. Showed old movie
35. Important event on 

Wall St.
37. Where wrestlers 

work
38. Free from contam-

ination
39. Eastern Canada 

coastal region
42. Slang for gun
43. High schoolers’ test
46. Fathers
47. Call it a career
49. Productive
50. Musical groups
52. Yellowish-brown
54. Lowest point of a 

ridge
55. Beloved late sports-

caster Craig
57. Fill up
59. Cardinal number 

that’s the sum of 5 
and 1

62. Frost
63. Jewel
66. Atomic #45
68. Top lawyer

This week’s crossword, sponsored by:

Atwood Electric, Inc.
641-622-3626
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LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS

Grover Cleveland and Comebacks
By Casey Jarmes |
The News-Review

This is an incredibly minor 
annoyance, but I dislike how 
presidents are numbered. Our 
current president, Donald 
Trump, was not the 47th man 
to be president of the United 
States. He was only the 44th. 
There have only been 45 
presidents, but Trump and 
Grover Cleveland get count-
ed twice each because they 
served multiple terms. Ex-
cept, 22 different presidents 
served multiple terms, albeit 
consecutive ones. Cleveland, 
of course, is best remembered 
for being the only president to 
serve nonconsecutive terms, 
something that ceased to be 
true recently.

Stephen Grover Cleveland 
was born in New Jersey in 
1837. During the Civil War, 
he got out of being drafted by 
paying a poor immigrant $150 
to fight in his place, which 
was a thing you could do back 
then. In 1863, Cleveland, then 
a lawyer, first entered politics, 
working as an assistant dis-
trict attorney in Erie County, 
New York, followed by a three 
year term, from 1871-1873, 
as the Sheriff of Erie County. 
During this time, Cleveland 
personally carried out two 
hangings. After his term was 
up, he returned to his law 
practice. In 1881, local Dem-
ocrats persuaded him to run 
for Mayor of Buffalo. He won, 
taking office in January, 1882, 
and quickly made a name for 
himself by going after cor-
ruption. Cleveland vetoed a 
street-cleaning contract that 
had been given to the highest 
bidder, rather than the lowest, 
due to the bidder having con-
nections to the city council. A 
few months later, Cleveland 
left Buffalo and was elected 
Governor of New York, where 
he continued vetoing bills and 
butted heads with Tamma-
ny Hall, the infamous New 
York City political machine 
that acted as a kingmaker for 
decades.

Going into the election of 
1884, the Democrats had been 
floundering for years, hav-
ing lost the last six elections. 
Cleveland, generally believed 
to be honest and an enemy of 

corruption, was chosen as the 
nominee. He faced off against 
House Speaker James Blaine, 
leading to a mud-flinging 
slugfest of an election. In 
1876, Blaine had been accused 
of passing legislation that 
benefited the Union Pacif-
ic Railroad in return for the 
company spending $64,000 
($1,900,000 with inflation) 
to purchase worthless bonds 
from him. Damningly, let-
ters between Blaine and the 
company arranging the deal 
were produced by a clerk who 
handled the transaction; said 
letters contained orders from 
Blaine to burn the letters after 
reading them to cover up the 
scandal. Blaine kiboshed the 
scandal by stealing the letters 
from the clerk and refusing to 
hand them over to congress.

Democrats attacked Blaine’s 
history of corruption and Re-
publicans shot back, attacking 
Cleveland’s war record and 
history as an executioner. 
They uncovered the fact that 
he had a secret son, Oscar Fol-
som Cleveland, who had been 
conceived in 1873 when he 
was a sheriff. The boy’s moth-
er, Maria Halpin, claimed 
that Cleveland had raped her 
and threatened her to keep 
her silent, although Cleve-
land insisted the relationship 
was consensual. After their 
son was born, Cleveland paid 
Halpin to hand the baby over 
to an orphanage. When Hal-
pin later tried to take her son 
back, Cleveland threw her in 
an insane asylum; she was 
released five days later for not 
being insane.

Cleveland and his cam-
paign handled the scandal 
by admitting that he had sent 
child support to Halpin, but 
claiming that he probably 
wasn’t the real father and that 
Halpin was a tramp who had 
slept with all of his married 
friends. This scandal, par-
adoxically, made Cleveland 
more popular, painting him 
as honest and honorable in 
the eyes of the public. Cleve-
land ultimately won the elec-
tion, after a minister close to 
Blaine said bigoted things 
about Catholics, resulting in 
Cleveland narrowly taking 
New York and with it the en-

tire nation.
Grover Cleveland’s first 

term was defined by his con-
stant, unrelenting love for 
vetoing bills. Let’s give some 
context. Joe Biden vetoed 
thirteen bills in four years. 
Donald Trump vetoed ten. 
Barack Obama and George 
W. Bush vetoed twelve each 
in eight years. Grover Cleve-
land vetoed 414 bills in his 
first term, the most of any 
president in a single term. 
This, combined with the 170 
in his second term, gives him 
a total of 584, second only to 
Franklin Roosevelt’s 635, and 
he had an entire extra term 
to get vetoes in. Most notably, 
Cleveland, a die-hard fiscal 
conservative, vetoed pen-
sions for Civil War veterans 
with disabilities and a bill 
that would have given relief to 
starving farmers in Texas af-
ter a drought devastated cattle 
herds. Cleveland also passed 
the Dawes Act, which broke 
up Native American reser-
vations into individual plots 
owned by individual natives, 
resulting in the weakening 
of tribal governments and 
the total land held by natives 
being halved, and the Inter-
state Commerce Act, which 
allowed the government to 
regulate railroads.

Cleveland was one of only 
two bachelors elected presi-
dent, the other being James 
Buchanan. One year into 
his presidency, 49-year-old 
Cleveland married Fran-
ces Folsom, the 21-year-old 
daughter of his deceased 
former law partner who he 
had known since she was a 
baby. Frances Cleveland was 
married in the White House, 
becoming the youngest ever 
First Lady.

In 1888, Cleveland faced 
off against Benjamin Harri-
son, a former Indiana Senator 
and the grandson of William 
Henry Harrison, the presi-
dent best known for dying 
after only a month. Cleveland 
faced backlash for his pension 
vetoes and for wanting to roll 
back tariffs, which industrial-
ists and factory workers saw 
as protecting their industries. 
Cleveland won the popular 
vote by 100,000, in a large part 

due to disenfranchisement of 
Black voters in the South, but 
lost his home state of New 
York, which gave Harrison an 
easy Electoral College victory. 
As she left the White House, 
Frances Cleveland told staff 
to take good care of the fur-
niture, because they would be 
back in four years. 

The election of 1892 was a 
rematch between two presi-
dents. Harrison, whose wife 
Caroline was dying of tuber-
culosis, refused to campaign. 
When she died two weeks 
before the election, Cleve-
land and the other candi-
dates stopped campaigning. 
Changes to public perception 
of tariffs and the emergence of 
the Populist third-party can-
didate James Weaver, who sy-
phoned 8.6% of the vote, pri-
marily from Harrison, gave 
Cleveland the White House.

Immediately, the economy 
imploded. The Panic of 1893, 
the worst depression until the 
great one, swept across the 
nation. In 1894, when rail-
way workers went on strike, 
Cleveland sent in the military 
to break the strike through 
gunfire. In the midterms, Re-
publicans won both houses in 
a landslide. Also during his 
second term, Cleveland sup-
ported racial segregation and 
voting disenfranchisement, 
but opposed the annexation 
of Hawaii. The final nail in 
Cleveland’s coffin came from 
the Free Silver movement, 
who fought to print more 
money out of silver, in oppo-
sition of Cleveland’s support 
of limited money backed by 
gold, which drove a wedge be-
tween him and his party.

Republicans took back the 
White House in 1896, holding 
onto it until the 1912 election, 
when another former pres-
ident, Theodore Roosevelt, 
attempted to have a non-con-
secutive term by running 
against his successor, William 
Taft, which split the vote and 
gave an easy win to Demo-
crat Woodrow Wilson. Other 
presidents to try and fail to 
return to the White House 
include Martin Van Buren 
in 1844, Millard Fillmore in 
1856 and Ulysses Grant in 
1880.

THE HISTORICAL VIEWPOINT


