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$3.50 (Reg.$7)

Mon.-Thurs. 11AM-9PM,
Fri.-Sat. 11AM-10PM,
and Sun. 11AM-8:30PM

110 E. Main • Knoxville, IA
641-842-3800

Lunch Special:
Buy 1 Lunch meal, get one half off
One per customer per visit. Please present coupon when ordering.

Dine-in only. Expires 6/30/24. Ask server for details.

One per customer per visit. Please present coupon when ordering.
Dine-in only. Expires 6/30/24. Ask server for details.

Get $5 off
$25 or more Purchase$

Day

5/31/25.

$3 off your lunch order
Get $3 off between 11AM & 3PM!
Only available for lunch menu. One per customer per visit.

Please present coupon when ordering. Dine-in only.
Expires 5/31/25. Ask server for details.

Kenneth D. Allsup Foundation

NURSING SCHOLARSHIPS
AVAILABLE

Allison
The MidWestOne Bank - Trust Dept.

PO Box 1700
Iowa City IA 52244-1700

319-356-5842

The Kenneth D. Allsup Foundation is for
the specific purpose of providing
funds for persons with financial
need to attend complete courses of
education geared for the receiving
of a degree as a registered nurse.
Preference is given to applicants from
the Mahaska and Wapello Counties.

Please follow this link to the online application
https://www.midwestone.com.Allsup-Foundation
or to request an application, please contact
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COMPLETELY REMODELED HOME FOR SALE!

Contact Jody Lautenbach

641-780-5339

436 3rd St • Oskaloosa — 3 BR • 2 bath
White Kitchen, Luxury Vinyl Plank, 2 Car Garage

$265,000

Century 21 Signature Real Estate

• Stove and Refrigerator Furnished

• On-Site Laundry Facilities

•Water, Sewer &Trash Removal Provided

• Rental Assistance Available
CALL 1-800-383-5204 FOR AN APPOINTMENT AND INFORMATION

508-510 South M Street • Oskaloosa, Iowa 52577

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

MEADOWBROOK
APARTMENTS
Now Taking
Applications

EXPERIENCE THE BEST
IN AFFORDABLE SPACIOUS

ONE AND TWO BEDROOM UNITS

GREINER
WELL & PUMP

Chad M Greiner
641-660-8930

COMPLETE WELL & PUMP SERVICE

APARTMENT FOR LEASE

LEXINGTON APARTMENTS
1414 S 11th, Oskaloosa

Call For More Information
641-660-1537

2BR/1BA Plus/Deluxe • Sun Porch • Appliances
W/DGarage •Main Level No Steps
Water & Garbage Paid • No Pets

1stmo. discount/lease & references

investigation of Fisher. He 
claimed Johnston had a per-
sonal interest in the case.

“I do not find that your 
conduct was unbecoming of 
a law enforcement officer,” 
Assistant Ombudsman Chel-
sea Borich wrote in a letter to 
Johnston dated Friday, out-
lining her findings. “I do not 
see any indication of abuse of 
authority or conflict of inter-
est.”

The incident stems from 
the school district’s deci-
sion last year not to renew 
the contract of Oskaloosa 
High School Activities Direc-
tor Ryan Parker. Comfort 
claimed that Johnston is per-
sonal friends with a member 
of Parker’s family. Johnston 
also signed a petition to keep 
Parker in his job.

Johnston star ted his 
investigation following a 
complaint by Parker’s wife, 
Renee Parker, that Fisher 
was harassing her kids by 
repeatedly showing up to 
their classes in the high 
school and Oskaloosa Middle 
School.

Johnston f inished his 
investigation without filing 
any charges against Fisher.

Borich address several of 
Comfort’s claims in her let-
ter.

— In his complaint to the 
ombudsman, Comfort said 
that Johnston attended a 
school board meeting, in uni-
form, at which the petition to 
retain Parker was discussed. 
That amounted, Comfort 
claimed, to Johnston signal-
ing official endorsement of 
the petition.

Borich noted that sheriff’s 
department policy allows 
deputies to attend public 
meetings, but to remain neu-
tral if they are in uniform. 
But Johnston was outside 
camera’s view at the meeting, 
which is recorded. Borich 
wrote she made no findings 
on this claim.

— Comfort complained 
that Johnston started con-
ducting his investigation 
before he formally opened 
one by assigning a case 
number. But Borich found 
this irrelevant, noting that 
law enforcement officers 
have a lot of discretion when 
and how to start a formal 

investigation, and it’s not 
uncommon for them to do 
preliminary inquiries before 
getting a case number.

— Comfort complained 
that Johnston did not 
disclose his personal friend-
ship with the Parkers to the 
Mahaska County Attorney’s 
Office. Borich disagreed.

— Comfort also claimed 
that Johnson exerted “undue 
pressure” when he texted 
him to disagree with the 
school board’s employment 
decision, and forwarded 
Comfort a string of social 
media posts highly criti-
cal of Fisher from people 
who knew him when he was 
superintendent in Charles 
City.

“While my complainant’s 
questions and concerns were 
valid and I understand their 
perception of a conflict of 
interest and possible miscon-
duct, I cannot substantiate 
from the evidence I reviewed 
that you conducted yourself 
in an unlawful, unreason-
able, or unfair manner,” 
Borich wrote.

“The key takeaway from 
my investigation is that no 
criminal charges were filed 
against Mr. Fisher, despite 
the concerns about your 
investigation and your objec-
tivity,” Borich wrote.

Mahaska County Sheriff 
Russ Van Renterghem told 
the Mahaska County Board 
of Supervisors about the 
findings Monday morning, 
two weeks after Comfort told 
them he had filed the com-
plaint.

“Since the complain-
ant in this matter chose to 
make the complaint pubic, 
I felt the public had a right 
to know the outcome of the 
investigation,” Van Renter-
ghem said of addressing the 
supervisors.

Johnston could not be 
reached for comment.

Comfort didn’t have any 
comment about the ombuds-
man’s findings, and said he 
will not pursue the matter 
any further.

“I did what I felt was the 
best thing to do as a citizen, 
and I will never apologize for 
that,” Comfort said.

Jeff Wilford is a staff writer 
for the Oskaloosa Herald. He 
can be reached at jwilford@
oskyherald.com.
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MONTPELIER, Vt. — A Pal-
estinian student arrested as he 
was about to finalize his U.S. 
citizenship accused Colum-
bia University on Thursday 
of eroding democracy with its 
handling of campus protests 
against the Israel-Hamas war.

Mohsen Mahdawi, 34, who 
led anti-war protests at the 
Ivy League school in New 
York in 2023 and 2024, spent 
16 days in a Vermont prison 
before a judge ordered him 
released on April 30. On Fri-
day, an appeals court in New 
York denied the government’s 
request to halt that order, 
saying the Trump admin-
istration’s jur isdict ional 
arguments were unlikely to 
succeed and that it hadn’t 
shown that Mahdawi’s release 
has caused irreparable harm.

“Individual liberty sub-
stantially outweighs the 
government’s weak asser-
tions of administrative and 
logistical costs,” wrote the 
three-judge panel at the 2nd 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals.

The Trump administration 
has said Mahdawi should be 
deported because his activ-
ism threatens its foreign 
policy goals, but the judge who 
released him on bail ruled that 
he has raised a “substantial 
claim” that the government 
arrested him to stifle speech 
with which it disagrees.

Mahdawi spoke to The 
Associated Press on Thursday, 
a day after pro-Palestinian 
protestors clashed with cam-
pus security guards inside 
the university’s main library. 
At least 80 people were taken 
into custody, police said.

Mahdawi said instead of 
being a “beacon of hope,” the 
university is inciting violence 
against students.

“Columbia University is par-
ticipating in the destruction of 
the democratic system,” Mah-
dawi said in the interview. 
“They are supporting the ini-
tiatives and the agenda of the 
Trump administration, and 
they are punishing and tor-
turing their students.”

A spokesperson for Colum-
bia University, which in March 
announced sweeping policy 
changes related to protests fol-
lowing Trump administration 
threats to revoke its federal 
funding, declined to comment 
Thursday beyond the response 
of the school’s acting president 
to Wednesday’s protests.

The acting president, Claire 
Shipman, said the protest-
ers who had holed up inside 
a library reading room were 
asked repeatedly to show 
identification and to leave, but 
they refused. The school then 
asked police in “to assist in 
securing the building and the 
safety of our community,” she 
said in a statement Wednes-
day evening, calling the 
protest actions “outrageous” 
and a disruption to students 

for final exams.
Mahdawi, a legal perma-

nent resident, was born in a 
refugee camp in the Israeli-
occupied West Bank and 
moved to the United States in 
2014. At Columbia, he orga-
nized campus protests and 
co-founded the Palestinian 
Student Union with Mahmoud 
Khalil, another Palestinian 
permanent resident of the U.S. 
and graduate student who was 
arrested in March.

On April 14, Mahdawi had 
taken a written citizenship 
test, answered verbal ques-
tions and signed a document 
about the pledge of allegiance 
at an immigration office in 
Colchester when his inter-
viewer left the room. Masked 
and armed agents then 
entered and arrested him, he 
said. Though he had suspected 
a trap, the moment was still 
shocking, he said, triggering 
a cascade of contrasting emo-
tions.

“Light and darkness, cold 
and hot. Having rights or not 
having rights at all,” he said.

I m m ig rat ion aut hor i-
ties have detained college 
students from around the 
country since the first days 
of the Trump administration, 
many of whom participated 
in campus protests over the 
Israel-Hamas war. Mahdawi 
was among the first to win 
release from custody after 
challenging his arrest.

In another case, a fed-
eral appeals court ruled 

Wednesday in favor of Tufts 
University student Rumeysa 
Ozturk, upholding an order to 
transfer her from a Louisiana 
detention center back to New 
England to determine whether 
her rights were violated and if 
she should be released.

Mahdawi said his message 
to the Turkish student and 
others was “stay positive and 
don’t let this injustice shake 
your belief in the inevitability 
of justice.”

“People are working hard. 
Communities are mobilizing,” 
he said. “The justice system 
has signaled to America with 
my case, and with Rumeysa’s 
yesterday with the Second Cir-
cuit, that justice is functioning 
and checks and balances is 
still in function.”

Mahdawi’s release, which is 
being challenged by the gov-
ernment, allows him to travel 
outside of his home state of 
Vermont and attend his grad-
uation from Columbia in New 
York later this month. He said 
he plans to do so, though he 
believes the administration 
has turned its back on him 
and rejected the work of a 
student diplomacy council he 
served on alongside Jewish, 
Israeli and Lebanese students.

“I plan to attend the gradu-
ation because it is a message,” 
he said. “This is a message 
that education is hope, edu-
cation is light, and there is no 
power in the world that should 
take that away from us.”

Freed Palestinian student accuses 
Columbia University of inciting violence

Vatican f lag at the Pontifi-
cal North American College. 
The hilltop institution for 
U.S. seminarians is a short 
walk from St. Peter’s Basil-
ica, where Leo made his first 
speech to the world on Thurs-
day evening as the new leader 
of the Catholic Church’s global 
faithful of 1.4 billion people.

The cardinals highlighted 
how his American national-
ity wasn’t a deciding factor, 
especially in the most geo-
graphically diverse conclave in 
history, though many rejoiced 
in it.

“The fact that he was born 
in the United States of Amer-
ica, boy, that’s a sense of pride 
and gratitude for us,” Cardinal 
Timothy Dolan of New York 
said.

But Dolan and others added 
that Leo’s experience as an 
Augustinian as well as min-
istry in Peru — where he also 
acquired citizenship — and 
leading the Vatican’s Dicast-
ery for Bishops made him a 
“citizen of the world.”

“In a very real sense, Car-
dinal Prevost in his life has 
been at his core a missionary, 
in every way,” Cardinal Robert 
McElroy of Washington said.

They also said that Leo 
could build bridges to all 
world leaders, including U.S. 
President Donald Trump. U.S. 
Catholic bishops have had 
a fraught relationship with 
Trump, especially over the 
crackdown on immigration, 
and Pope Francis had sparred 
with Trump since he first was 
a presidential candidate.

But cardinals in the con-
clave were most concerned 
with “who among us can bring 

us together, who among us can 
strengthen the faith and bring 
the faith to places where it has 
grown weak,” Cardinal Wilton 
Gregory said.

Earlier, the first U.S. Black 
prelate to assume the rank 
of cardinal had joked that he 
and Leo had chatted “from 
one south sider of Chicago to 
another.”

The United States had 10 
voting cardinals in the con-
clave, the second-highest 
number of any country after 
Italy. Four of them currently 
serve as archbishops in the 
U.S. — Blase Cupich of Chi-
cago as well as Dolan, McElroy 
and Tobin. Joining them were 
archbishops emeritus Greg-
ory and Daniel DiNardo of 
Galveston-Houston in Texas, 
as well as French Cardinal 
Christophe Pierre, the apos-
tolic nuncio to the United 
States.

They urged the faithful 
to see the conclave not as a 
political campaign, but as a 
grave choice driven by the 

Holy Spirit for a global spiri-
tual leader.

“This wasn’t our f irst 
rodeo,” said Dolan, referring 
to the church’s election of 
more than 260 popes in its 
2,000-year history.

He said that the “ecstasy” 
in the crowd gathered in St. 
Peter’s Square on Thursday 
night exploded when the 
much-expected “ Habemus 
Papam ” — Latin for “we have 
a pope” — rang out from the 
loggia, even before the new 
pope’s identity was revealed.

“There will be a man at the 

window on Sunday ... papa 
is back,” Dolan added, ref-
erencing the blessing that 
popes have long bestowed on 
the crowds on Sundays, and 
which Leo — “il papa” in Ital-
ian — is scheduled to deliver 
on May 11. “It’s the office of 
the successor of St. Peter that 
endures.”

Several of the men referred 
to the man — who they’ve 
known for years as Bob or 
Robert — by his papal name, 
Leo. On Friday, they joked 
with each other and the jour-
nalists — including Dolan and 
Tobin saying that the conclave 
might have have been short, 
because the first night’s meal 
wasn’t conducive to sticking 
around.

But they highlighted that 
ultimately what delivered a 
majority in less than 24 hours 
stemmed from discernment 
and the grace of God.

“We were able to treat each 
other with great respect, to 
listen to each other during 
the congregations beforehand, 
and then when it came time 
for voting, things seemed to 
just jell and go in a direction 
that set us on a path of unity,” 
Cupich said. “If only the rest 
of us, in our lives and in the 
world, could have that mad 
dash to unity that we seemed 
to have in conclave.”
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Gregorio Borgia | Associated Press

From left, U.S. Cardinals, Christophe Pierre, apostolic 
nuncio to the USA, Robert McElroy of Washington, and 
Wilton Gregory, archbishop emeritus of Washington, 
attend a press conference at the North American College 
in Rome, Friday, May 9, 2025, one day after U.S. Cardinal 
Robert Francis Prevost was elected Pope Leo XIV.


